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OF 

ENGLAND! 

OR, AN 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF ALL 

T A X E & 

UNDER 

What Denomination foevcr, 

fkom The 
CONQUEST to this prefentlfEAR. 

Colleded from the beft Hiftoriaris* as well Antient as 

Modern ; likewife from many valuable Manufcripts in the 
COTTON, and federal other choice Libraries* and 
fome peculiar Offices in this Kjuigdoro. 

Containing a cpnfiderable Nomber of Particulars, not to be 

found in printed Books, 

Shewing when the Crown was fupply'd, and Impositions laid 
on the People, only by Virtue of the King's Preroga- 
tive, at what Times the Houfe of Lords alone has done 
the fame, and when reduc d to the Parliamentary Method 
now Eftablifli'd* 

Intermixt with fome other remarkable Occurrences* 
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PREFACE. 



1 H E Revenues of the Crown being a Contri* 
1 button from which very few are exempted* 
> and having, of Confiauence, in many Reigns* 
I given Occafion, or at leaft a Pretence, to tht 
Clamours of the People, are a proper Subjetl 
to raife the Curiofity ofmoft Men ; and as yet J know not ■ 
of any one that has undertaken to fatisfy them fully in this . 
Particular. jWKMadox, in his Hijlory of the Exche- 
quer, has exerted himfelf, and met with univerfal Ap- 
probation; informing the World of all the Proceedings and 
Management in that Ocean, into which all the Rivers of 
the various Branches of the faid Revenues do continually 
flow. However, that Work is of another Nature, and 
net calculated to mention all that every King receiv'd, 
which is the only Defign of this fmall Volume j wherein 
all the feveral Taxes rais'd upon the Subjects in every 
Reign are exaSly collected, under their feveral Denomi- 
nations ; by which 'it will appear, what Princes were 
mfl plentifully fupply'd, and what XJfe was made of tht 
Qenerofity of their Subjecls- All that jball be faid in 
Favour of this Undertaking, is, that it bat been collected 

a from 



B Tht PRE FA CEl 

from mofi of the Authors, who have wr'men the Htfr 
tpry of this Nation fince the Conqueft \ for before that 
*fime link or nothing can be faid of this Matter. We 
mil therefore proceed, in the fir ft Place, to explain all the 
fever al Denominations , under which the Royal Treafury 
has beenfupplyd; which cannot be better done than from 
the above-mention d Author, who is fo knowing in tbofe 
Affairs, and defcribes them in the following Manner- 

Notable Branches of the Crown Revenue: 

Mr. Madox'j Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 20*. 

* TheDemeaneknd of the Crown, at the Time of 
the Conqueft, and during fome Reigns after, was 
very confidcrable, as appears by Doomfday-Book, 

&C. p. 20». 

Efcheats were another Part of the Crown Reve- 
nue, comprehending not only thofe Lands which 
were moft properly called Efcheats, but alfo thofe 
which at fundry times after the Conqueft became 
veiled in the Crown, either by Devolution, Forfei- 
ture, Seizure, or perhaps fome other Title. 

Vacancies of Bilhopricks, and fuch Monafteries 
as were of Royal Foundation and Patronage, yield- 
ed fome Revenue to the Crown* the Kings ufing 
to feize and enjoy their Temporalities till the Va- 
cancy was filiU p. 207- - ,.1 - r " 

Trefpaffes and Mifdemeanors lifcewife were 
made ufe of to add to the Royal Revenue, Sei- 
zes being made on thofe Accounts, and the Par- 
ties, whofe Lands had been fo feiz'd, making Fine 
t6 the King for Reftitution of the fame, p* 215. 

Feudal and other Profits, viz** Reliefs, Ward- 
dips, ^ferriages, &c. p. 21& 

Ferms of the Counties of the Realpi (when they 
were ktten to Ferm) 01 the Iflues of the Cuftody 

of 
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k>i them (in cafe they were put into Cuftody). f. 

Ferms of Town% Burghs, and Gilds of Mer* 
chants, f. %i6. 

Fines, Oblata and Amerciaments made another 
£art of the Crown Revenue, which was very con- 
fiderabie, efpecially during the Reigns of the firft 
Kings after the Conqueft. Thefe may be redue'd 
to two Clafles $ Fines and Amerciaments for the 
Foreft, and Fines and Amerciaments in Civil and 
Criminal Cafes. p*2j2* 

Manifold Fines were paid for Grants and Con- 
firmations of Liberties and Franchifes of fundry 
Kinds ; as, p. 272. 

1. Fines to have Juftice and Right. 

2. Fines for Writs* Pleas, Tryals, and Judgment. 

3. For Expedition, or Difpatch of Pleas, Tryals, 
and Judgment. 

4. For Sureealement, or Delay thereof. ' 

5. Fines payable out of Debts to be recovered. 

6. Fines for Leave either to hold, or to quit cer- 
tain Offices, or Bail y wicks, p. 3 1 5. 

7. Fines for Licences to marry, or that they 
might not be compelled to marry, by Tenants in 
Capite. p* 330. 

8. Fines relating to Trade and Merchandize, p. 

2 2 3* 
p. Miscellaneous Pines, that cannot be reduced 

under particular Heads, p. 325. 

10. Fines for the King's Favour, or good WH1, 

and that the King would remit his Anger and Difr 
! plcafure. p*. 3 27. 
I 11. Fines for the King's Proteftion and Aid. p. 

3*9- 

1 2. Fines to obtain the King's Mediation, or la* 

terpoftl in Men's Affairs, p. 33 a- 

a a 13. Fines 
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1 3- Fines to have Seifin, or Reftitution of their 
Lands, or Chattels; and that they might not be 

diflfeis'd. $• 333. 

14. fines that Men. might be difcharg'd out of 
Prifon, and replevy'd or bail'd to the Cultody of 

lawful Men. 1.-341- 

15. Fines for Perfons accufed to be acquitted in 
certain Cafes, p* 344. 

16. Fines about holding of Lands, and feveral 
other Cafes too long to be here mentioned. 

17. Concurrent Fines, when both Parties fined 
to obtain the fame Thing. 

18. Counter-Fines, when two Parties fined, one 
for a Thing, the other againft it. 

Note, That all thefe forts of Fines were general- 
ly very inconfiderable, and not fo numerous as to 
amount to a Sum worth fpeaking of in any one 

King's Reign, f. 347- v 

Amerciaments are fo much or the Nature of 

Fines, that it is not worth Time to fpeak of them 

apart ; for indeed very little Difference will appear 

between them. Such as defire to be further fatisfy'd 

as to that Point, may have rccourfe to Madoxs 

Hi fiery of the Exchequer, f. 365. 

Of the Revenue arifing by Aids. 

. # 

The Aid payable out of Baronies and Military 
Fees was an honourable kind of Service, or Duty, 
render'd by a free Vaffal to his Lord. It has been 
obferv'dby Writers, that in England there yrere in 
ancient Time three Sorts of Aid due to the Lords 
from their immediate Tenants, of common Right, 
or by reafon of Seigniory; to wit, Aid to make 
Kis eldeft Son a Knight, to marry his eldeft Daugh- 
ter, and to ranfom his Perfon, when taken in War. 
Thefe Aids were paid by thofe who held of the 

King 
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King in Capite y which was to hold of him immedi- 
ately, fine Medio. Towns and Manors alfo, which 
the King held in Demeane, paid Aid to him. p. 3 96. 

In Procefs of Time, the Word Aid came to be 
us'd in a large indefinite Senfe. 

Next fucceeded a new Word, Subfidy, not much 
us'd in ancienter Times. />. 42 1. 

Efcuage, or Scutage, was a Duty or Service ar J- 
fing of Fees hoiden of the King in CapHe, as Baro- 
nies and Knights Fees. It denoted Servitium Scuti, 
the Service of the Shield ; and was wont to be ren- 
der'd thus, to wit ; for every Knight's Fee the Ser- 
vice of one Knight ; for every half a Fee the Ser- 
vice of half a Knight ; and fo in proportion. Baronies 
were charg'd with Efcuage after the like manner; 
to wit, according to the Number of Knights Fees 
(whether they wct£ more, or fewer) whereof the 
Barony by its original IJjifeofment did confift. This 
Service of Scutage was performed two ways, either 
perfonally in the King's Army, or elfe by pecunia- 
ry Commutation. It is true that the Word Scutar 
gium, when us'd in an ex ten five Senfe, did ancient- 
ly Ggnify any Payment affefs'd upon Knights Fees, 
whether fuch Payment was for the Army or not* 
Thus the Aid arifing out of Knights Fees for ran- 
foming of King Richard I. is call'd Scutagium ad Re- 
demptionem Regis \ and other Aids fet upon Knights 
Fees were alfo fometimes call'd Scutages. /• 431. 

Scutage was alfo render^ for Fees hoiden of Ho- 
nours and Efcheats, which were in the King s Hands ; 
and for Fees hoiden of Lands purchafed by the 
King ; and for Fees hoiden of the King's Wards 
during the WardOiip. For the Tenants holding 
of the King's Wardfhips and Efcheats, were im- 
mediate Tenants to the King,whilft the Wardfhips 
and Efcheats rcfted in him. p. 447. 

a 3 There 
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There were alfo fome Serjeanties that paid E£ 
cuage. f. 452. 

Efcuage was not chargeable upon Lands holden 
in Frankalmoigne of Royal Foundation, or in So- 
cage, p. 466. 

As the Lord who held of the King in Capite by 
Knight's Service paid Efcuage to the King for his 
Knights Fees t fo the Tenants of fuch Lord, who 
held of him the fame Fees by Knight's Service^ 
paid Efcuage for the fame to their Lord, according 
to the Quantity of their Tenure \ and then the Lord 
was faid habere Scutagia fua 9 to have his Efcuage^ 
to wit, of his Tenants. The Tenants paid Efcu* 
age to their Lord, to enable him to pay his Efcuage 
to the King, or to reimburfe him when he had paid 
it. When the Lord holding in Capite did perfoual 
Service in the King's Xrmy, or paid or became du- 
ly charg'd with his Efcuage to the King, he was 
entitled to have Efcuage of his Tenants, for the 
Fees which they held of him, and which he held of 
the King in Capite. In this, Cafe, the Lord might: 
jufiigiare Tenentes fyos> compel them by Diftrefe to 
pay him Efcuage j or if he could not himfelf jufli^ 
ciare Tenentes fuos 9 he often had a Writ of Aid direc- 
ted to the Sheriff to affift him. p> 469. ' ' 

Panegeld was different frpm either Aid,£fcuage, 
or Tallage. It was firft fctqn foot in the Axgb- Sax- 
on Times, However, it contipu'd for many Years af- 
ter the Norman Conqueft, It i§,not certain whether 
it was a fettled yearly Revenue. The Author b£ 
the Dialogue concerning tht Exchequer feems to have 
thought i* was a yearly Revenue in the Times be- 
fore the Conqueft, but not afterwards., f. 475, 
: [ Tallage was of two Sorts-, one paid to the King, 
the other to a fubordinate Lord, of which latter it 
is not of our Purpofe here to fpeab« The Tallage 
rendered to the King (excluding the Tallage of.the 

^ . * • • * W T* • C* \ 
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yewr) was ,rais'd upon his Demeancs, Efcheats and 
"Wardfhips, and upon the Burghs and Towns of the 
Realm. In the elder Times it was ufually call'd Do- 
num and Affifa. Domtm was a general Word,and u's'd 
with great Latitude. When it was paid for or out of 
Lands which were not, of a Military Tenure, it fig- 
nify'd Hidage j when it was paid out of Knight's 
Fees, it was Scutage j and when it was paid, by 
Towns and Burghs, it was Tallage, Xhofe Ma- 
nors and Lands were properly t;alliable to the Kingj 
which the King had in his owfl Hands, and under 
the fame were comprehended the King's Efcheatf 
,and Wardships. Moreover, fome Serieanties were 
wont to be tallag'd together with the Kings De- 
meanes ; that is (I fuppofe) certain Petit Serjeanties 
of an ignoble and inferior Kind, and fuchashad 
Ho Military Service annex'd to them. If Men were 
not the King's immediate Tenants, they were not 
tallageable to the King, but to their immediate 
Lord. The Tallages aflefs'd upon the King's an- 
cient Demeanes were more heavy than theTatlagcs 
ppon other Perfons living in the Counties at laref 
Wheri a Town was tallag'd, the Tallage was xm% 
upon the Men of the Town ; and they were pro- 
perly the Men of the Town, who belong^ to the 
Gild, and made Merchandize in the Town. *. Jio ' 
4*7> 45> 8 > 499> and $op. * 

Carncage was alfo a Duty paid to the King in 
ancient Time,- to wit, fo much for each Came of' 
Land holden by bafe or inferior Tenure. Of this 
Duty we find but little Account. /». 502. 

jN&w, Difae, Qttiuzjmey Hniifm, Trent if me, were 
fo call'd from the Quantity and Proportion pf their 
Payment, asthefeveral Names do import, p.xoz. 

Tallage was wont to be afleis'a upon the Men 
«t the Demeanes and Towns, fometimes in commu- 
pi fometimes by the Poll, per Capita, or per Jinguhs ; 

£ 4 '*''«* 
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at other times, partly one of thefe ways, and part- 
ly the other. Tallage was not demandable of 
Lands held in Frankalmoine. p. $06. 

Cuftom paid to the King was anciently wont to 
be call'd in Latin, Confuetudo and Cufiuma. Confue* 
tudo was us'd in an ex ten five Senfe, for Payments 
or Duties of many Kinds* 

There was a Cuftom or Duty paid to the King 
for Wines, which was calfd Prifa and Retta Prifa ; 
the Proportion of which was one Dolium before the 
Maft, and another behind the Mart- 'Tis true, 

Prifa is a Word of equivocal Meaning: Properly 
it fignify'd Capture , and was fometimes us'd for 
Captures taken in War ; fometimes for Purveyance, 
Import, or Capture of other Kinds, p. 525. 

®$ m > JQvitix>hn*$ &c- were alfo taken of Mer- 
chants trafficking along the Thames ; and this Duty, 
or at leaft one Part of it, was call'd Avalagium 
Tltamijia* P*5*9* 

To thefe Duties may be added thofe paid to the 
King's Chamberlains of London for his Ufe ; the 
Duties arifing at Billingsgate, and by Tronagc. p. $31- 

In Prptiefs of Time, the King's Cuftoms came 
to be raoft generally call'd Cuftuma, and were wont 
tp be laid on Wool, Pelts, or Skins with the Wool 
or Hair on, and Leathers. /• 535. • • 

Having /aid this much concerning the Duties in gene- 
ral, it will not he improper to fee from the fame Gentle- 
man, how the Payments were made ; with a Word of old 
Coins and Mints. 

In the Time near the Conqueft there was in Eng- 
land very little Money in Specie ; the general Pay- 
ments were by Services, by -Work, and Provifions. 
Till the Reign of. K. Henry I. the Rents and Ferms 
Are to the Crown were render'd , in Provifiops and 
Neceflaries' for his Houftiold ; but in K, Henry the 
Firft's Reign the fame were chang'd into Money ; arfd 
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In fucceeding Times were chiefly anfwer'd in Gold 
and Silver, and Horfes, Dogs, and Hawks, f&c. 
Hi&- Excheq. p. i%6. '" w 

Payments ad Sealant and ad Penfum were by 
Weight. Tvfrenty Shillings was then a Pound, and 
the Officers took Six Pence over, called Vantage- 
Money. This kind of Payment was very ancient. 
When Payment was made ad Penfum, the Payer waj 
to make good the Weight, tho' he had allow'd the 
6 d. over. To prevent Fraud in the Finenefs, as 
well as Weight, part of the Money was melted 
down, called Combuftion. There were two Sorts 
of Payments by Combuftion, real and nominal ; real, 
when a Sample of the Money was pjit into the Fur- 
nace ; nominal, -when a 20th Part of a Pound was 
taken and accepted in lieu of a&ual Combuftion. 

When Money paid in was melted down, or the 
Supplement made by adding one Shilling to each 
twenty, the Ferme was faid to be deal bated or 
blanched. So 100 /. thus paid into the Exchequer, 
after Combuftion; was faid. to be 100/. Blank. Pay* 
ipents made NUmero, or by Tale, is bur modern 
Way. Ibid. p. 187. 

Payments, or at leaft Computations, were made 
by Pounds, by Marks, half Marks, Shillings, Pence, 
&c. Silver Marks, and half Marks ; Ounces, and half 
Ounces of Gold* The Mark of Gold was equi- 
valent to fix Pounds of Silver, or fix fcore Shillings 
of Silver. The Ounce of Gold was equivalent 
to 15/. Silver. The Pound of Silver was 20/. The 
Mark of Silver 13 /. 4 d. The Shilling 12 d. Bid. 
p. iBp. * 

In King Stephens Time there was a Coin calTd 

Denarius. 

A Bezant was of the Value of two Shillings, and 
that was anfwet'd in lieu of a Talent. 

About the Year 1 175 (22 Hen* II.) new Money 
was made in England, p . 1 $>o. In 
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In or about 1107 (p K. John) there were fever 
ral Mints in England; as at IFinchefter, Exeter, Chi- 
chefter, Canterbury, Kochfier, Ipfwich, Norwich, Lymt > 
Lincoln, Tork, Carlik, Northampton; Oxford, Bury, 
Durham.' 

j1 About the Year 13 \$, (12 Edw. II. ) at London 
and Cdmterbury was minted, between the nth of 
June and 19th of November, being the nth Year 
p( his Reign, and to the 21ft of April in his 12th 
year, 40730/. p. ij>8. ~ 

Having exphitid all the Jeveral Denominations of 
Taxes and Contributions s and how the Payments were 
made, with jvmething of Coins and Mints from the Hif- 
tory of the Exchequer, the next {haUbe a MS. in thi 
Cotton Library* Jboiaing by whom firB, and how ofteit 
afterwards, thefe Duties were hvyd, with the many Cen- 
lefts aboUt Purveyors* &<}• - 

' ♦ • j 

A 

CottM Library, CUopatra, F. VI, Fol 6$. 

Mottey ws'd by Ititp&fitions for Defence of the 

State, 

Far (hpprefltog Ihcurftons and Piracy upon the' 
Coaft by the &enth (as formerly Danegelt wa? 
among the Saxons) Tonnage and Poundage warf 
granted .by Parliament in the forty-fifth Year of 
Edtoard III. arid Was raided of every Tun of Wine 
4 j. and of etrcry Pounds wpfth of Merchandize 6 J. 
And two* Fifteenths; withr the- like Poundage, iii 
the forty-feventh Year. The Tonnage, with thei 
Jaft r bet rig refiew'd iff the fecond Yeir of Richard IL 
for eleven Months only. And both of them granted^ 
Jn the ferenth of the fame King for one Year. 
And in the tenth of the fame King, . for Guard of 
the Sea, half a Tenth and Fifteenth granted* And 

the 
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jhe Tonnage improved to 3 s. and the Poundage to 
1 j. was granted for one Year 4 to him ; and, by fc^- 
yeral Admittats, fo continued until the twentieth 
of his Reign. . ' ..... ... 

* Two Shillings Tonnage iad eight Pence Poun- 
dage were impos'd the fecond of Henry IV. and fo 
Continued, with one Year's Intermiffion, unto hi$ 
Death. Hmrf V. held them, as his Father did, all 
his Life- And To did Henry VI.. but with two 
Years Intermiffion. And Edward IV. his tfrft Year; 
and, after his third, held them both, at the laft 
Rate, foi Term of Life. To Hemy VII. they were 
advanced, the one to 3 s. and the other to 12 A, 
ani| continued the moft part of his Reign without 
Interruption. Thus, what in the firft Nature was 
pot invefted perpetual in the Crown , but permif- 
five and ref&i&ive, as pleafod the Affent and Occa- 
fion of the general State, is now become no condi- 
tional Gratuity, but a prerogative Duty* 

Money raised for Conelvfwn of Peace) 

» ' 

King William II. to procare and buy Peace at 
the Hand of his elder Brother, was infore'd t<$ 
borrow of his Subje&s 1000 /♦ And hi the Time 
of Richard II. in the Year ijp5, the Clergy and 
Commdns graiit the King a Moiety of; a Tenth 
and a Fifteenth for Conclufion of a Peace with 

Wor fupprej/ing of Herefies and Defence of the 

Church* ' 

To HeHryll. u 66, was given from the Value of 
ewry lifanVEftatc rid. in the Pound, for De* 
fenc* of the Church. And in the Year 1250, the 
Qefgy grant a tenth, and the Laity a fifteenth 

li, Penny 
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Penny of all their Goods, to work the King for 
expelling all the Jews. And the 4th of Richard II. 
there is granted by the Clergy a Tenth, and by the 
Commons a Fifteenth, for that the King fliould 
put his helping Hand to the Subverfion of the 
IVtckliffum Herefy. 

For advancing the King's Children. 

Henry I. rais'd the Portion of his Daughter 
Mawd, the Wife of the Emperor Otbo, by impo- 
fing of 6 /. upon every Hide of Land. And at the 
Marriage of Henry lid's. Daughter to the Duke of 
Saxony, there was a Contribution laid upon the Sub- 
je&s oi Bantgek. An Impofition, call d Carucage % 
which is two Marks upon every Plough Land, 
was taken by the third Henry for the Marriage of 
Jhis Sifter JfabeU to the Emperor. And the fame 
King had 20 /. Scutage for the Marriage of his 
eldeft Daughter. And Edward III. levied his Sif- 
ter's Dowry by Colleftion from Spiritual Men, as 
appeareth Rot* Clauf. Anno 7 Edward- III. 1 pars. 
And to .produce Precedents pf Record for Allow- 
ance due to the King's eldeft Son, and his Knight- 
ing, there needeth fmall Labour. 

« 

Money raiM for paying of the King's Debts. 

Richard V to reduce the Debt his Ranforo had 
J aid upon him, took not only of all the Rents in 
England the 4th Pan , but all the Wools of the 
Oflercian Monks; and further tax'd the Clergy 4b 
heavily, that they were conftrain'd to fell the 
Church Ornaments, as Pope Clement VII. did, when 
the- Army of the Emperor Charles befieged Rome, 
frho melted all the holy Veflels to pay the Soldiers. 
The Debts King John was grown into to Philip of 

France, 
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France, he paid with the Impofition of 3/. upon 
every Plough Land. And to difcharge the Sums 
due to the Earl of Britain from Henry 111* 1232, a 
40th Part of all Mens Goods, Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, was granted the King. The Debts of this 
King are furam'd up by Matthew Paris to 950000 
Marks, the daily Inter eft amounting to 160/. fo 
that he was inforced to take the Tenth of the 
Clergy for five Years* befides a Benevolence from 
the Prelacy of 42000 Marks, and 40 s. Scutage of 
the common People is the Leventh he 

receiv'd. Edward II. being in Debt , fent his 
Writs de Pecuma mutumda to all the Bifhops and 
Abbats of the Kingdom. For relieving the great 
Neceffities of Edward III. in the 43d Tear of his 
Reign, by reafon of Debts, the State gave freely 
40 /. Subfidy of every Sack of Wool* And when 
Richard II. to fupply his Wants, was infore'd to 
pawn his Jewels, the Parliament did rate the Head 
of every Man and Woman at 1 2 d. Payment, be* 
fides the Subfiderof Wool, as in former Times. 

For increafing of the Treafure. 

The Ways, that either Record or Story haph 
publifh'd the Kings of this Realm to have us'd for 
the enriching their Coffers, befides fome Patrimony, 
hath been in daily taking of Benefits, or dearly 
felling their Favours : And the firft are either by 
Impofitions ancient, ufual, or thofe more late and 
burdenous* In the firft Rank will bcthefe of Daw 
gueldt, Scutage, and others. 

Danegueldt was, a^is before mention'd, levied by 
the Hide-Land, upon which was rated foraetimes 
12 d. fometimes 41. as the Hiftory of Henry of 
Huntingdon XR{ti&Q\h y at 6 5. by the Conqueror, r - 

' 1 -' . }s Scutajjp 
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, Scutage is an Imposition not mentioned before 
Reign of Usury I. who by it raifed in that Timei 
at one Taxation entire, as Gervajius Dorobernienjtf 
faith, 1 24000/. This continued until Richard it 
where, in the pth of his Reign, there i$ a Petition 
in Parliament, it may be pardoned. 

Carucdge^ an Imposition of 2 /. by King John 
upon a Plough Land* 

Tenemental*, as the Carucage afore, a Duty by 
Richard I* fet upon every Plough Land, as Rogerus 
Heveden teftifieth i who likewife took 5 /. of the 
fitness appcareth by Walter the Monk of Coventry. 

'faUagium. It Was by the Commiffioners of £i- 
twiri II. in the 6th of his Reign, gathered of all 
his Boroughs, Cities and Detoaynes, and was 15* 
de MAihbus and 1 5" de Redditibtis. 

Many more ancient Duties there are, that be lo- 
cal, as that of 1000 Marks yearly Penfioh froni 
Lincoln to the King for his Mantle of Sables ; which 
may be overpafl'ed. 

The Colk&ipns, that are next oflfer'd, are either 
fuch as are permiffive and by Leave, or fuch as 
Princes have in their Will or Neceffity done. Of 
the firft, they are either from Gift, or Loan j if from 
the firft and publick, they are Subfidies, Tenths, 
Fifteenths, or the like. The feveral Numbers, as 
by Record, I can refer them to their particular 
Matters. Henry III. received, as appeareth by the 
Stories of his Time* twelve ; Edward I. /even* 
teen ; his Son , three ; and Edward IH. 
Rkhard II. twenty-two $ Henry IV. tert; his Son* 
fix ; Henry VI. feventeen ; and Edward IV. fix. Ri- 
chard III. one ,• Henry VII. • Henry VIII. 

Edward VI. Mary 

Elizabeth 

Amongft the Gifts that Sovereigns have exa&ed 

from their Subjeftsj that mentioned by Matthew 
► ------- p ar j S 
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Paris of Henry 1IL deferveth Note, who, in the 
tear 124?, demanded of the wealtbfcft Citizen? 
New- Years Gifts, and retted not until they had 
given him 2000 /« 

The next Courfe jn colle&ing Money, which is 
by Loans, hath been ancient, as appeajreth by the 
Stories of our Nation; remembring in King Henry 
the lid's Time, and his Sons, fometimes 5000/. and 
$000 /* wrefted from the Londoners in that Kind* 
And that hath been in this Sort frequent lately, 
and fometimes, for Neceffity* with our Neighbour 
Nations; as with the Merchants of grmkfirt, 
Antwerp, and Aufpurg, in the Times of both the Uft 
Princes. 

Another Kind of gathering fome Kings of this 
Realm have fafhioned, out of their Will and Fow* 
er*; as in pulling from the Church, as the Conque- 
ror did, the Treafure laid up in Religious Homes; 
or, as Edward I- the Colte&iqn made for the Pope j 
or the Lands of the Friers Aliens, allotting them 
tp (lender Stipends ; or, as a Sovereign of the State 
lately did, all. But Error in fuch taking is of more 
Blame than that of Edward II* who in the $th 
Year of his Reign, under Pretence of being milled 
and deceived, refum'd moft *of his Grants of Pen* 
fions and Offices j and, in the 8 th Year, thofe of his 
Manors and Seigniories, according to an Ordinance 
by himfelf made, wifh the Advice of the Prelates, 
Earls and Barons only ; v 4tid, i n the 10th of his. 
Reign,recalleth omnes Donatives faflas ad Dammm& 
Qiminutionem Regis & Corona fua* And the Commons 
made Petition in 4 Parliament 1 Richard U. to which 
the King yielded, that the Grants of Edward III. 
to unworthy Perfons might be recalled, The like 
Petition in Parliament was in 1 Henry IV. who 
in the 6 th of his Reign recalled all Patents for Life, 

or Ye*rs, gKtflttd fiace the,4Pjh,of Edward III. as, 

likewife 
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like wife all Hereditaments, Liberties and Cuftbihs^ 
that fince that time were in the Crown- 

The like Refumption did Henry VI. make in the 
28th of his Reign, reaching to all Grants made 
fince his Coronation. That by Edward IV. in An- 
no 3, was the like, looking back to the firft of his 
Reign* And fuch another there is in the 12th of 
the fame King, revoking all to that Day. And one 
in the 3d of Henry VII. refuming divers Offices 
taade by Edward IV. or Richard III. 

The later Means, wherewith fome of the Kings 
have much (although with Blemilh) enhanced their 
Wealth, hath been by Sales, even often of common 
Juftice. So did Htnry VIL his Letters to Judges 
tor Expedition of Suits; and in bargaining with 
Creditors, his Name to advantage them in recove- 
ring of their Debts; for Liberties and Immunities 
conferring or confirming, as well to Places Corpo- 
rate, as Societies, he made a Benefit, tho' not as 
Richard h who feigning, as Radolfhus de CoggeJbaS 
faith, to have loft his Seal, caus'd all that claim'd 
by former Grants, to fine a- new at his Pleafure- 
The like did Henry III. at his full Age, rating 
his Fines by the Judgment of his own Chief Juf- 
tice. By Sale of Offices did Henry VII. attain 
much Money. Neither was it the Blemilh 6f thefe 
Times only ; for King John was not afhamed to 
leave 5000 Marks, his Price of the higheft Chan- 
cellor's Place to Graye, upon Record. As for the 
Bar of free Trade by referv'd Patents, fome Parlia- 
ments of elder Days have admitted Monopolies ; 
as that of the 29th of Henry the VLth, in which, for 
Fine of 8000 /• the only Trade of Allome was 
confirmed to certain Merchants of Southampton. Of 
Grants in this Nature, and Licences of tranfport- 
ing Commodities by Law forbidden, and Dilpen- 
fations with Penal Statutes, King Henry the Vllith 
did raife, for divers Years, the Sum of x idooo /. 

Prwifio* 
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Provifion for the King's Houjhold by Purveyor fi 

Of this laft Branch touching PurveyorsJ only cap* 
iny Lord,obferve unto your Honour/uch Fragments 
of Records as I have colle<5ted ; wherein perchance 
fomewhat ^our Lordfhip may obferve, whereof yoijf 
Judgment can make far better Application than ^ariy 
bold Dire&ion of mine. 

pPiUiam Bifliop of Ely and : Chancellor, iipp* 
took for Provifion of Richard I, of every City twb 
Palfreys and two Sumpter Horfes, ana of \ every 
Abbey one Palfrey and one Sumpter Harfe .*\V 

Ordinations were made in iS Edward 1. in rar- 
liament, de Prifis pro Rege capiendit* 

And 8 Edward 11. an Ordination, was made per 
Regem & Concilium de pretio viHualium particulate fi- 
mitato. Dors. Pat* Anno 8 tLdward II. Part 2.m.n* 
and this is alfo recali'd by Proclamation, Anno p 
Edward II. 

And 9 Edward II. the Shep#,of Lincoln is coiri- 
manded to bring Wood for the King's Fuel, from 
Sberhwood Foreft to Lincoln, by the Country' Car* 
tiage. 

And the fame Year an Ordination de ferevhs Ef- 
culentorum Scd ad men/as PJobilium & aliorum moderan- 
dasy and a Proclamation contra Provifores ViSlualium 
pro Hofpitio Regis. 

The io Edward II* There is a Reward de inqui- 
reizdo de Miniftris Regis Vt£lualia& Bladd cdpieni'es ad 
opus Regis & ad cotnrmdum fuuin conver tenses. y 

And fdr the Price of Corn for the King's J*fOvi- 
(ion, there is a Record the fame Year of that King's 
Reign. • 

And the ii th bf the fame King^ iijioh Com- 
piailK that divers following the Court BonaSubdi? 
toru/H nomine Regis & tiofpitiA capiuni, the Kirig 

b appointcth 
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appointeth certain to overfec that do fuch Fault be 
committed. 

And the fame Year an Order is fet down, that 
' no Man (hall take Pitluafia am alia mercimonia con- 
tra wlvntatem foffejforum nifi foluto pretio- 

And there is further an Order made , that they 
which (ball take Viftuals nomine Regis contra votuntar 
tetH pojfejforum tanfuam Feknes ptnient. 

And in Anno 16 Edward II. a Commiflion is 
granted to punifli fuch as fhall, contrary to certain 
Ordinances made by the King and his Council, 
take any. Vi6hials. 

And in the id Part Pat. Anno 17 Edward II. there 
is one WiUttm at NofthweU appointed to ovcrfee all 
the Purveyors, that they do their Duties without 
Exaftion of the "People. 

And in the r&th Year of the fame King , there 
is ati Order fet down for the Queen's Houfhold, 
wherein moft of the Officers haVe their particular 
Limitations* ... 

And there is alio an Inquifition of the Prices, 
and tff Exa&ions ufed by the Officers of the King's 
Houfhold, contrary- to the Ordination made by 
Edward J. 

In the 5 th of: Edward III- there is a Decree made 
"that no Purveyors but for the King, Queen and his 
Children, by good Warrant and ready Money, be 
made.. 

s And 8 Edward HI* ena&ed, no Purvey to be* 
tut for the King* ~ 

And 13 Edward III. the Commons defkc the 
Pjijrveybrs, tho"with Commiffion, may bearrcfted 
if -they pay not- ~ - 

. And 1 7 Edward. III. the Commons defire Reme- 
dy againft the Oittragious taking of the Purveyors, 
The King anfwet'd, the Statute fkatt be obferv'd. 

And 
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And 1 8 Edward III. there is a Statute about Pur 
Veyors printed* 

And the fame Year the Commons defire that thofe 
Purveyors that take not tfrith them the- Conftable, 
according to the Statute of JVeftminfier y may be 
taken as Thieves ; but to this there is no Anfwer by 
the King. 

The Common $ defire Anno 4 a Edward III. that 
Purveyors by Indenture may take the Vi&ual. The 
King anfwereth, the Laws heretofore fliall fuffice. 

The Commons 2 $ Edward IIL defire no Purvey- 
ors to be made for Hay or Oates, The King an* 
fwereth the Statute fliall be obferv'd* 

Anno 25 Edward III! There. is another Statute . 
touching Purveyors 

The Commons defire the fame Year, that the 
Subject may be paid for Viduai taken up. . The 
King faith it fliall be with Opportunity* 

And in the 28 Edward IIL a Petition is made 
by the Commons, that Purveyors may make pre* 
fent Payment under 20 /. and of greater in a 
quarter of the Yean The King's Anfwer i$, that it 
is good to pay according fo the firft Payment, and 
to redrefs the fecond* 

In the 3 dth Year of Edward IIL there is a print* 
ed Statute of Purveyors* 

And 47 Edward III. the King's Anfwet in Par- 
liament is, that no Man fliall be impeach'd for re- 
filling the Purveyors, if they deny ready Payment. 

And 50 Edward III. the Commons by Petition 
defire, that the King's Carriages for himfclf and 
Houfhold, may be by his own Horfes. To which 
the King anfwereth, that he knoweth no Means to 
work it* 

The Commons by Petition Anno j 1 Edward IIL 
defire the Execution of the Statute of Purveyors, 
ail which the King alloweth. 

b 2 And 
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And i Richard II. there is a Statute printed of 
Purveyors ; and another printed Statute Atmo 7 of 
the fame King ; and another in the 2 Henry IV. 

Anno 4 Henry 1 V* the Commons by Petition, de- 
fire that the Statute made 3 6 Edward III. touch- 
ing Purveyors may be obferved ; which the King 
granteth. 

In the 5 th of Henry IV. two Fifteens are grant- 
ed, upon Condition, that Purveyors ihould not 
take their Goods or Carriages againft their Wills. 

And 8 Henry IV. the Commons praying Pay- 
ment for Viftuals due by the Purveyors, taken 
fince the time of the King's Coronation, which 
the King grantetb. 

The Speaker in Parliament Anno 9 complaining 
againft the Abufe in Purveyors, the Steward and 
: Treafurer of the King's Houfe do promife Reme- 
dy. 

And 1 1 Henry IV- the King promifeth conveni- 
ent Payment for Viftuals taken by Purveyors. 

And 3 Henry V. that Purveyor!* take no Provifi- 
on in Markets without the good Will of the Party. 
The King anfwereth the Statutes fhall be obferv'd. 

And i Henry VI. there is a printed Statute of 
Purveyors, and one other touching the Affize againft 
Purveyors, Anno 1 1 Henry VI. And another 23 ©£ 
the fame King. And thefe be all I can haftily ob- 
obferve for your Honour ; and in thefe thus much 
out of the hard Succefs in all the Contentions a- 
gainft them by the Commons ; that were they not 
rtquifite for the King's Service, and a Minifter 
raifed out of his Prerogative, they could never have 
ftood. 

And therefore if, it be a Prerogative, then it is 
clear, by Opinion in Parliament, 21 Richard II. 
that whatfoever Law fhall contradift the Preroga- 
tives given the King in his Coronation is VQid and 

revo-* 
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revocable by the Law ; and there be divers Laws 
in Parliament, that do confirm the fame ; and there- 
fore, if in Magna Charta there is any 
thing to impair it, palled, it may be feared to be 
in fuch Regard avoidable. 

7%e next Jhows what the Power of Kings once was, 
and bow they were wont to fupply their owp Wants* 

Cotton Library* Cleopatra, F. VI. Fol 80. in Sir Ro- 
bert Cotton'; own Hand. 

Money raifed by the King without Parliament 
from the Conqueft until this Day, either by bn- 
fofition or free Gift, taken out of Records or 

. ancient Regiflers* 

William I. tb fiirni& his Wars in the fourth YeaB 
of his Reign, took all the Money, Jewels, and Plate 
out of Religious Houfes. He reduced the Land of 
the Qhurch into Knights Fees, expelling fuch as op- 
posed that Work. He rais'd out of every Plough 
Land Hidage and Danegelt divers times, fometimes 
at 2 s. fometimes at 6 s. the Hide or Plough Land. 

Wtlliam II. his Son that fucceeded, raifed of the 
Bifhops and Religious Perfons, great Sums ; of fome, 
as Lincoln, 500 Marks, in the fifth Year of his Reign. 
In the 7 th Year, of aoooo Footmen to go for Nor- 
mandy, he took %o? 9 a Man, and fo difcharg'd them. 
To furnifh his Brother Robert, uporv the Pawn of 
Normandy, for the holy Voyage, much Money he 
got from the Abbots, Nobles and wealthieft Sub- 
jc&s, in the fth of his Reign ,\ and Danegelt of all 
his People, long keeping, to encreafe his Treafury, 
the Revenues of the Religious Houfes in Vacancy. 

Henry U (the laft of the Firft William's Sons) in 
his 10th Year, took 5 s. Danegelt ; an$ ofteft after 
dislike. b ? His 
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His grand Child, H. II. in the firft 5 Years levied 
Once Scutage, and in the 6rh thorough all England ; 
which amounted to 102904 /. the Standard of Sil- 
ver being then not the third to ours. In his 7th 
Year thp like, at 2 Marks every Knight's Fee, for 
the Charge of his Siege before Tolofe. The fourth 
for the fame Service he levied in his 8th Year, afleft 
at one Mark each Fee. "" An Aid he had in nth 
froferyientibus inveniendis in exercitu Walli*. And the 
14th of his Reign, for Marriage of his Daughter, 
Scutage, rated at a Mark of all that held in 
JCnight Service ; and of thofe in Soccage, Dane- 
gelt, being by the Hide or Plough-Land, having 
the Year before taxed the Church and Laity, at 
12 d- in the Pound for one, and a Penny in the 
pound for four Years after, all Perfons to anfwer 
their juft Eftates upon Oath. The 18th he took 
his fixth Scutage for his Army in Ireland, at 20 r. 
the Fee. The fev?nth and his laft was the 33d of 
Jris-Reign, 20 s. the Sf ute, for his Forces in Gal~ 
lowaji and dying, left 900000 ll in Bullion, be- 
fides his Jewells and Regal Ornaments. 

Richard his Son fucceeding, commanded his firft 
Year a large Benevolence from all his Subjefts, un- 
der the Title of Almes, becaufe he pretended it 
for the Holy Land* In the fecond, his Chancellor 
JBifliop of £ />, impofed upon every City and good 
Tpwn, two Horfes of Service, and two Hackneys 2 
And of every Abbey and rich religious Houfe, one 
6f either. In his fifth Year, his Jufticcs by that 
Ordinance, levied in his Abfence, the 4th Part of 
the Clergy and Nobilities Goods, and of the Cijr 
terciap Monks, the Woolls r ; Hidage under a tieur 
^Jame Tenemental? he impbi'd at 2 s. every Plough, 
the 3d Part of Scutage ; and forced the White 
Monks again for Money to redeem their Wools. 
His fixth Year, having in this time by account of 
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his Treasury fpeat mdecies centena millia Marcarum. 
In the tenth he took again of every Plough Land 
5 5. and faining to have loft his ol4 Seal, whilft he 
was Prifoner in Alnwfne y infore'd all that would 
enjoy their Lands or Liberties, to fine for Confir- 
mation under his new. 

John fucceeded his Brother, and took of every 
Knight's Fee two Marks -his firft Year, and twice 
the fecond three Shillings of every Plough 
Land. A Tenth he impos'd the third for the Holy 
Land. Of the next five there is no mention in Re- 
cord or Story. In the ninth he took of all Goods 
the tenth Part; and in the twelfth iooooo/. of 
the Clergy. In the thirteenth he taxed every 
Knight's Fee that attended not his Wars in Wales, 
at two Marks, and afleffed on the Cifiercian Monks 
ip the fourteenth 22000/. 

Henry III* his Son, his fecond Year, impos'd two * 
Marks on every Fee; and the third a Tail i age on 
the Jews 2 s. in eyery 5 of every Plough Land,to fup- 
porc his Eftate ; and the Year following twice Scu- 
tage, once at 10 /. then at two Marks the I^nightY 
Fee. In the eighth on* every Plough Land of the 
Clergy half a Mark, of others 2 u which the Re- 
cord calieth SubficUum voluntarium* In the ninth 2 r* 
Carucage of every Plough Land, two Marks of 
every Knight's Fee, and the fifteenth de mobilibus 
& redditHms of all Boroughs. In the tenth a fifteenth 
Part of all Goods of the Church and Laity. And 
for confirming the great Charter, he impos'd a fif- 
teenth in the eleventh Year. The next he took 
5000 Marks of the Londoners, betides their fifteenth. 
Relief of divers Boroughs, as of Northampton 1 200 /. 
and changing his Seal, infore'd alt to renew their 
Patents under a Fine. In the fourteenth, this King 
took two Marks of every Knight's Fee, and the 
Pope's Legate a tenth of the Clergy* In the next 

b 4 he 
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he impos'd large Sums upon the Churchmen and 
Jews. The 1 7th 40 s. of every Fee, and of Move-i 
ables the 40 th Part. Ever/den, in his Regifter, 
writes down how it was colle&ed. In the 1 8th 
20 s. Scutage* and in the 20th two Marks of every 
Plough Land by the Name of Carrucage, 

Twice in the 2 2d Year he took of all Movea- 
bles the 30th Part, and the Year following 40 *, 
of every Knight's Fee. In the 24th he took the! 
third Part of all Debts due to the Jews ,• a fifteenth 
pf all Subje&s Goods aflefs'd by the Juftices itinc* 
rant, and the Pope the fame Year a thirteenth of 
all the Clergy, rated By his Legat. Of fuch as 
went not in this King's Service into Gafcoine apd 
ferved in capite, he took 20 s. The Compofition 
that divers then made, remains yet on the File 
Rolls ; and impos'd an Aid upon the Premonftratm* 
*fis and Ciftercian Monks for thofe Wars, in the 26th 
of his Reign. Forty Shillings of every Knight** 
Fee he took the Year following, rating the Jews 
£t 20000 Marks ; and levied Visual in England 
upon the publick Charge, to maintain his Army in 
prance? 

In 28, Edward his Son, for maintenance of the 
Y/ars in Foreign Parts, impofed upon the Irijh a Sub- 
fidy, with provifo quod non trabetur in Confequentiam. 
The Father in England commanding, that all Mer- 
chant's Money put to Ufury Jhould be feiz'd to his 
Ufe, and their Bodies imprifon ? d % raifing a Tal- 
lage thro* Wales, and impofing great Sums upon 
the Jews and Londoners ; Taxing the tiext Year that 
City at 1500 Marks, and all that ferved in Knights 
Service, at 20 /. the Fee, . for marrying of his 
Daughter. In the 30th 40 x. Scutage for the Siege 
6( GaunveS Caftle ; and exa&eth in the 34th great 
Sutfts of Money of the Londoners and others, un- 
der the Name o£ Jtfew Years Gifts, A Tallage by 
*•. , ' ' ; * ' ' ' ' * thq 
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the Name of Comagium he impofeth to be yearly 
after levied by his Itinerant Juftices, in 36. Of 
the Londoners, he afleffeth 5000 Marks, in his 38th 
Year ; and the next keepeth the Lands of all va- 
cant religious Houfes, to pay his Debts. Again 
of the Londoners in 40 he levieth 3000 Marks, and 
of the Jews 1 000, binding the Houfes of Religion 
to pay his Debts unto the Pope, the Sum being 
250000/. the Intereft amounting to 100L a Day? 
The Citizens of London are once more, the fuc- 
ceeding Year, taxed at 5000 Marks^ and in the 42 
40 j. Scutage impofed, being the eleventh in this 
King's time,* befides an Aid of all his Subje&s, for 
which he protaiifeth to fettle the State of the King- 
dome with fpeed, in Order. The 44th he taketti 
the 30th Part of the Clergy's Goods, and 3000000 
Marks o£ the French King, for the Releafe of Nor* 
mandy* He aflefs'd on the Clergy a 10 th for fix 
Years, and took the 20th Penny of the Laity in 51. 
to farnifli the Prince in his holy Journey, he tax- 
eth all his Subjcfts with the 15 th Part of their 
Goods ; and Tallage of all the Demain Lands of 
the Crown. 

Edward his Son fucceeding, impofed the firft 
Year Tallage per capita, appointing Commiffioners 
to fee it levied, The next Year he took a 10th 
from the Clergy, exiling all Ufurers under Confifca- 
tion ef Goods and Bodies Prifonment ; and of 
the Jews he levied for Tallage 5600 Marks the 
Year fucceeding. In the 4th Year he taxed his 
Subje&s at a 15th, and the Jews at 5 d. a Head. 
A Tallage through Wales he aflefs'd the 6th Year, 
and 40 /. Scutage the next ; 40 s. he took of every 
Knight's Fee. In the 13 th and the 15th on the 
Jews he impos'd 12000 Marks for Redemption of 
the Ufury. The next Year he fearched one Day all 

the religious Houfes, and took to his Ufe, the Mo- 

'" ' ■ •• "' , ney 
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ney and Plate. The Lords by themfelves without 
the Commons, afie&'d for the King the 18th Yean 
fuch a Levy as Henry III. rais'd for Marriage of his 
Daughter* And in the j 2th the King chargeth the 
Clergy with a ioth for fix fucceeding Years. The 
Abbeys are again fearched in 22. And the Lands 
of the Priors Aliens feized into the Kings Hands. 

The Times fucceeding this Princes Reign, afford 
Examples in this Kind, of Sovereign Power, more 
rarely than before ; for Parliaments becoming more 
frequent, and almoll annual fupply'd their Sove- 
reign at all Occafions. 

Edward II. impos'd 2 s. ultra antiquarn confuetudir 
item upon all the Goods of Merchants Strangers, 
in his 2d Year, no other Exercife of Royal Power 
falling within my Obfervation in his Time. 

Edward III- impos'd Tallage thro* all. his Do- 
mains, in his 6th Year. 

Of Richard II. I find no Prefident of Regal Pow* 
er in this Sort ufed. ,< 

Henry IV. levied fo great a Sum by Coatribu^ 
tion upon his People, in the 8th of his Reign, that 
he defired ut Evidentia pofl datum Compotum cremare- 
tur. A Contribution he tdok to defray his Voyage 
into France in his laft Year. 

Henry VI commanded in his 15th Year, two of 
each Parifh to appear before Commiffioners to &rv$ 
in Perfon in his Wars, or allow in Money the Rate 
of two Bays Expence, according to, their Degree 
and Quality. And in the 3 2d he chargeth the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal with a Benevolence 
for Defence of Calice, and hath it willingly, accord- 
ing to the Proportion of his Demand that there is 
rated. 

Edward IV. in his firfl: Year, hath of the Clergy 
a Benevolence, which in p!ie Record is call'd a vo- 
luntary Subfidy. And in the 12th, led on by the 

Advice 
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Advice of Parliament, of the three Eflates, to un" 
dertake the Recovery of his for which they 

grant him Supply by Subfidies, which falling fliort 
of his Occafions, he taketh. of his People a Bene- 
volence. 

Henry VII. had of ail his Subje6ks for a Voyage 
into France, a voluntary Gift in his 7th Year ; and 
to aid the Cbriftims againft the Incurfions of the 
lurks y he impos'd an Aid upon his People, at the 
Popes Requeft, in the 1 7th of his Reign* 

Henry VIII. levying *n Army to invade France 
and affift the Duke of Bourbon, demandeth of his 
People a Contribution, which he calleth an Annu- 
al Grant, which tho' with forae Diftrafiion and Dif- 
tafte, was yet collected in his 14th Tear. A Bene- 
volence was paid in the 21ft into the Exchequer, 
where Priors and Clergymen of like Ability^re rated 
at 40/. Knights at 40 Marks, Efquires at 10/. and 
Perfons of inferior Quality, at 5 Marks. He ga- 
thered in 37 and 38 of his Reign, for urgent Oc- 
cafions touching his Perfon and State, (for fuch are 
the Words of the Inftru&ions) two feveral Grants 
of free Gifts from his Subje&s; the laft being filled 
Devolution Money was raoft collc&ed in the firft of 
Edward VI. 

A Projeft was drawn in the late Queen's time, 
1598, by Advice of her Council, for ajSenevolence, 
and the like is in the Lord Burleigh's Hands, in the 
Book. 

To thefe I will add one more Manufcript out of th$ 
fame Library and Volume, Jhmnng to what Extremities 
feme Kings have been reined, and what Methods they 
have taken, to eafe themfehes in fme Meafure of the 
tye/fures they lay under. 
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Cotton Library, Cleopatra, F. VI. 

Extremity beyond Exattiow of the People occa^ 

fiorid by War. 

Having thus far with as Jight a Hand as I could 
drawn down the many and mighty Burdens of the 
Common- Wealth, if but with a couch of the Princes 
Extremity beyond the Eafe of thefe former Helps 
I heighten up this Draught, it will with much more 
Life and Luftre, exprefs the Figure of Wars Mife- 
ry. The Credit of our Kings it hath brought to fo 
low an Ebb, that when by force of 4 Neceffity they 
borrowed Money, they could not take it up by col- 
lateral Security and extreme Intereft, as Edward III. 
in the Patent to William de la Pooh confefleth, that 
propter defectum Pecunia negocia fua pericuhfifftma fue- 
runt retardata, (they are the Words of the Record) 
and the Honour of him and his Royal Army, mag- 
na fuijfet deprefjioni patenter expofitus CT progrejfus non 
fine fuo dedecore perpetuo impedttus, if De la Poole had 
not as well fupply'd him with the Credit of his Se- 
curity, as with the beft Ability of his own Purfe ; 
for which Service he honoured him and his Pofteri- 
/ty with the Degree of Baronets, and 500 /. Lahd 
6( Inheritance. 

The Intereft of Henry III. ad plus quam centum quo- 
tidie Libras afcenderat ; ita ut imminerti tarn Clericis 
quam populo Anglia defolatio & ruirirt. The late 
Queen was enfore'd to the like thrice with Stran- 
gers upon the City of Loudon's Infurance, as before, 
and with her own Subjefts after, upon Mortgage 
of Land ; a Courfe more moderate than either that 
of the firft WtUiam> that took out of Churches fuch 
Money as feveral Men had committed thither for 
more Security ; or that of Charles the Firft, that to 

Repair 
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repair the Wafte of his Italian Wars, went in Per- 
fon to Barcelona to feize into his Hands a Mafic of 
Money call'd Depofitum Tabula, which as well Stran- 
gers as Subjects had there laid up in San&uary. 
But thefe are not the Condition of Princes of ou* 
time only, for in the Lives of Caligula, Nero and 
Vefpafian, Suetonius of them feverally writcth, Extr ac- 
tus C7 egeus cakimniis rapinifyue intendit animum : For 
perniciofa res eft in Jmperatore tenuitas ; and as T'heodor 
rkus faid Periculojijfinwm animal eft Rex paupers 

It hath abated the Regalties of Houfe, as, 3 £</* 

ward II. 36 Edward III. 1, 4 and 6 Richard II. 4, 7 

and ix Henry IV* 12, 18 and 31 Henry VI. : wken 

as well for want of Means as the Subjeds Petitions 

in Parliament; for expeditijfima ,eft ratio augendi Cenfus, 

detrahere fumptibus,- they ha v$ much -leflcnM their 

Hofpitality, their Tables being either defrayed by 

" their Subje^s, as 18 Henry VI. or as Henry III. conr 

fueta Regalis Menfa hofpitaliws abbteviata fuit, poftpo- 

fitafolita vereemdia, cunt abbatibus Clericis &. Vtrisjar 

tis humllibus hof pitta quafivit & prandia. 

It hath caus'd our Kings to fell and alienate the 
Pofleffions of their Crovyn, ,as Henry III. who gave 
to Edward his Sqp Li cent i am, impignorandi terrain Vaf- 
conia, to pawn a Dutchy , and himfelf not long af- 
ter, by the like Occasions, releas'd for 300000/. 
(except fome Picances referv'd) the entire Seigniory 
of Normandy. t m 

What our late Miftrefs and her Father did, is 
frefli in Memory, but this Mifchief hath trenched 
deep into the Fortunes and Afiii&ioiis of the. Sub- 
/efts, when Princes to repair the Breach of their 
own Revenues, have received the Pofleffions of their 
People, as 6 Henry III. 5, 8 and 10 Edward 1L am- 
pes donationes per Regem f atlas ad damnum & diminu- 
tion/em Regis & Corona fua* 5. Richard II. did the 
(ike of all Grants made to unworthy Pafons by 

his 
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his Grandfather, and recalTd all Patents dated fihce 
the 40 Edward III. Thus 1, a, 6 and 8 Henry IV* 
1 /few? V. and 28 Henry VI. the 3 and 12 Edward 
IV. and 3 /fairy VII. with all Offices of his Crown 
granted either by the Ufurper or his Brother. Nei- 1 
ther is this in itfelf unjuft, fince as well by Rcafohi 
of State* as Rules of the beft Government, the 
Revenues and Profits qua ad facrum P ammonium 
Prindpis ferment fhould remain firm and unbroken ; 
and therefore many of our beft Princes, to avoid as 
well the Efltft as Importunity of Suitors have fe~ 
cretly wrought forward their Commons in Pariia* 
itient to petition Redrefs in this Point, not by Re* 
ftraint of the Sovereign's Bounty, but the Subje&s 
Capacity, putting fuch impudent Suitors out of the 
King's Protection, as, ■ ■ » 

But when neither Credit, Frugality, nor Sale of 
Lands would ftop the Gulph of Want, our Princes 
have been fo near befet, as with Nero and Anthmius 
(the Emperors) to fell and pawn their Jewels. The 
Archbifhop of Tork had Power from Henry III. {An. 
26 in Wars beyond Sea) impigmrandi Jocalia Regis 
ubicurtque in Anglia pro Pecunia ferquirenda. Edward 
I. fendeth Egidius Andever ad Jccatiafua impignoran- 
da. Edward II. pawneth his Jewels to pay the Ld* 
-Beaumond and other Strangers their Wages in War. 
The Black Prince was comtrain'd to break his Plate 
into Money to pay his Soldiers. Richard II. pawn- 
ed Vafa aurea& diver/a Jocalia to Sir Robert Kmwles* 
3 Henry IV- to a Merchant for Money wvadiavit 
Tabellam & Frifeffas fuas Argenteas de Hijpania* Hen* 
ry VI. gageth and felleth to the Cardinal of Wbt- 
chefler and others, in the 10th, 12th and 29th Years, 
many Parcels of his rich Jewels. And the late 
Queen in the end of her Days, to eafe her Sub- 
jects, did the like with much in the Tower, 

ft* 
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Bat Extremity hath yet ftretch'd fomc of oar 
Kings to fo high a drain of Shift, that £dward III. 
invadiaruit magnam Coronam Anglia, pawned the Im- 
perial Crown three feveral times, Anno 1 7. in parti- 
%n$ tranfmarimsj and twice to Sir John Wefenham his 
Merchant, firft in the 24th and after Anno 30, in 
whofe Cuftody it remained eight Years. To Hen- 
ry Biftiop of Winchester y Henry V. invadtavit magnam 
Coronam auream in the 5 th of his Reign. And when 
Henry III* had laid to gage omnia infignia regalia, all 
his Robes and Kingly Ornaments, and upon Afftt- 
rance of Re-delivery or Satisfa&ion, had pawn'd 
Aurum & Jocalia feretri SanSli Edwardi Conf efforts (3 
Courfe more moderate, than by Force to have ta- 
ken as William the Conqueror did, the Challices and 
Shrines of their Churches ,• or as Clement the Vllth 
who to pay the Soldiers of Charles V. melted the 
Confecrated Veflfels) was in the end, when he had 
neither Means of his own left, nor Reputation 
with others, fore'd to beg Relief of his Subje&s in 
this low Strein ; Pauper Jum omni defiitutus Thefaura 
Neceffe babeo ut mejuvetis, nee aliquid exigo nifipergr<f 
tiam. And turning to the Abbot of Ramfey, faid, 
Amice obmxe Jufflico quatenus me juves, mshi centum 
Libras conferendo, adding withal, majorem Elemofinam 
fore jlbi juvamen conferre pecuniar e quam alicui ofliatim 
mendicants. So that of the Wafte of thefe Times, and 
Want of thefe Princes, I may truly with the Saty- 
rift fay, 

Off a vides Regum vacuis ex in a meduBsl 

Thefe Manufcripts are Curiofities which it is thought 
isAU be acceptable to moft Readers ^ and to give them 
any further Account of this Work, feems fuperfiu- 
ous y the Deftgn and Ufe of it being fo obvious, to all 
JPerfow. 




B O OKS juft Publifh'd, and Sold by J o h n 
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| % HE Moiern Navigator's Compleat Tutor : Or a Trea- 
-* tife of the whole Art of Navigation in its Theory arid 
Pradice, Cnriofity and Utility* Containing. I. Thmefikk 
or Coafting Navigation, Sundry Notes of* the Moon's Motions, 
Calender, Tides, &*ci II. Theoretical Navigation, by va- 
rious Methods 1 ; viz* Geometrical) Logarhbmetical> Infirumen- 
taly ^tabuler f and by the ten only (without Tables or tnicm- 
ments.) Together with Pra&ical Agronomy, the Defcrip- 
tion, Conftru&ion, and Ufe of the plain and Mercators 
Charts, and other Nautical Instruments, &**. III. Pra&ical 
Navigation, the Application of the iheory to Pra&ice , in 
. keeping a Sea- Journal, the working a Day's Log at Sea, in 
all Cafes of Winds and Weather, making or fhort'ning Safl, 
Trying, Hulling, c>r. And the manner of making Allow- 
ance for all known Impediments whatsoever (with Rational 
Corre&ions; Illuftrated with full, proper and pra&ical Ex- 
amples of the fame. The whole more amply and plainly 
demon ft rated than in any Treatife of this kind extant. To 
which are added, all neceflary Tables, Nautical aud Agrono- 
mical, for the Mariner's Pra&ice, by InipeSion. Alfo an 
Appendix, touching Pleafant and Critical Queftions in 'Na- 
vigation ; with divers other things both Curious and Ufeful 
in this Art. By Jtfma Kelly Mariner, and Teacher of the 
Ma therm ticks. 

The Defcription. and Ufe of a Portable lufirument y vulgarly 
known by the Name of Guuters Quadrant* By which, js 
perform 'd molt Prof options in Afironomy ; as, the Altitude, ' 
Azimuth, right Afcenfion and Declination cf the Sun, &c. 
alfo his' Rifing and Setting and Amplitude, together with 
the Hour of the Day or Night, and other Conclufions ex- 
emplified at large. To which is added, the Ufe of NepJars 
Bones in Multiplication, DiviJton t and Extraction of Roots ; 
alfo the NoBurnaly the Ring~Dyal y and Gunters Line, in 
many necefTary and delightful Conclufions, fitted to the Un- 
derloading of the meaneft Capacities. Colle&ed and di* 
gelred into a • portable Volume for the Ufe of young Prao* 
citioners. By William Leybottrn* v The Second Edition* 
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E N G LA N D. 

. K. WILLIAM I. 

) A VI N G fubdu'd England by Force 
3 of Arms, behav'd liimfelf accordingly 
j like an abfolute Monarch , difpoiing 
of all Things ac his Pleafure, as having 
I none to queilion his Actions. His Will 
was a Law, and all the Land and Treafure of the 
Nation he ldok'tj upon as his own. He flood not in 
need of Parliaments to fupply his Wants ; nor 
could he want, who had it in his Power to take 
all that his Subjects polfefs'd. Having therefore 
reduced all the Kingdom to his Obedience, he 
diflributed the greateft Part of the Lands among 
his Normans, and others, who had help'd him to 
gain them ; by which means he fecur'd their Af- 
fections, and fo deprefs'd the Natives, that they 
were in no Condition to do him Harm. The 
Lands he had fo difpos'd of he divided into Baro- 
nies, atiavK.nights Fees, obliging every Baron and 
B Knighr, 
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Knight, on account of thofe Eftates , to ferte 
him at his own Coil, in his Wars, with, a certain- 
Number of Men, proportionable to what he had 
confer r'd on him. Thus the Wars were then 
maintained with much lefs Expence to the Crown, 
the Army being composed of Soldiers and Officer*,- 
who received no Pay, as being before paid, by the 
Tenure of their PofTeffions. 

Befides this, he had Lands of his own in every 
County throughout the Kingdom, and referv'd 
to himfelf Quit-rents and Chief-rents upon all 
other Eftates. The Lands being all held of the 
Crown, upon molt capital Offences became again 
forfeited to it, which was ftill a great Addition to 
the King's Revenue. 

The Norman Army had pretty well rifled the 
People of the little Treafure that was in their 
FoiTeiTion ; but fome of the wealthier Sort had 
taken care to conceal what they could in Mona- 
steries ; upon Information whereof made to the 
King, he caus'd all thofe Depofits to be brought 
into his Treafury, as properly appertaining to hinu 
Some Authors, who can fpeak well of no Kings, 
have faid, that with the aforefaid Treafure he alfo 
took to himfelf all the Plate belonging to thofe 
religious Houfes, and even the (acred Veffels de- 
dicated to the Ufe of Churches, a facrilegious 
Violence not to be fo (lightly fix'd upon that Mo- 
narch, whofe Chara&er is much fairer with thofe 
who had moft Reafon to know him beft. Among 
thefe Gulielmus Pitlavienfis y or William of PoiBiers i 
whom Bifliop Nkholfon, in his Hiftorical Library, 
has been pleas'd to reprefent as an Hiftorian of 
good Credit, and whofe Reputation is certainly 
great with moft Lovers of Truth, livM at the 
fame Time with King William the Conqueror, and 
left us his Life in waiting. This Author juftifies 

the 
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the (aid Conqueror, and his fingle Teftimony is 
fufficient to weigh down that of many others, 
in regard that he delivered what he faw and 
knew, whereas the others afterwards impos'd upon 
Poftcrky the uncertain Stories handed about among 
the Englijh , who for fome Ages bore an implaca- 
ble Hatred to the Normans i that then kept them 
under, of whom they could not fpeak with any 
Charity. This William of PoiEUers affures us, that 
William the Conqueror was a religious Prince, that 
he was not in the leaft tainted with Avarice , and 
that he never opprefs'd his Subje&s with u njuft Ex- 
aftions ; much left would he rob the Churches of 
their Plate, as fome have malicioufly fuggefted, 
and among them Matthew Paris, an Hiftorian much 
efteemed by fome for his railing Temper. 

Befides, in the laft Page of Dr. Gales firft VoU 
of Hiftoria Britannica & Anglicaha Scriptbres XX, 
where he fpeaks of Doom/day Book, we have the 
following Account of that Monarch, as I tranflate 
it into Englijh. Of how great Authority Doom/day 
Book, made by William the Norman, is in deciding 
ControverfieS relating to the Ancient Defmefne, can 
fcarce be unknown to any Man. This I put them 
in mind of, which has been obferv'd by few, that 
William himfelf was often caft by the Authority 
of this Book, and fubmitted to what was in it 
decreed againft his Will and unjufi Pofleflion. For 
be being Conqueror fubdud Harald and his Party ; yet 
did wot abolijb the Rights, Laws and Cufioms of the 
Englilh People, but fubmitted himfelf to them ; and 
would allow himfelf no Privilege more than ethers. iVW- 
ther did he take any thing from any Englifli Man, but 
what the Laws adjudgd to him. This is the Cha- 
racter there given of him ; let any Man judge how 
different it is from what fome peevifh Writers have 
falfly fuggefted of him. 

Bs] This; 
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This, however, the Conqueror did, that whereas? 
before his Time the Bilhopricks and Abbies were 
exempt from all fecular Service, he brought them 
under the Obligation of Knights Service , on ac- 
count of the Baronies they pofTefs'd, appointing 
what Number of Soldiers each of them (hould 
furnifli him, and his Succeffors with, in their Wars ; 
which feem'd to him mod reafonable , in regard 
that the Polfeffions of the Church being very large, 
if they had been altogether exempt from contribu- 
ting to the neceflary Defence of the Kingdom, the 
Burden muft have fallen very heavy upon the Lai- 
ty, and perhaps have prov a deficient in Times of 
great Danger. 

Next he caus'd an exact Survey of the whole 
Kingdom to be taken , dividing every County, 
Hundred, Wapentach, and greater Diftrid into 
Hides , and Plow- Lands ; by which means he 
knew how many Acres of Land there were in the 
Nation, not taken in the grofs, but diftin&ly how 
much Arable, Meadow, Pafture, Common, Wood, 
Marih, or any other Sort whatfoev^r, and tax'd 
the fame according to its Value. H^ alfo caus'd 
all Cities, Towns, Boroughs and Villages to be 
rated in like manner. This Survey was fairly en- 
ter'd upon Vellum, and is preferv'd to this Day in 
the Exchequer , by the Name of Doom/day-Book, 
fo calf d, becaufe an univerfal Difcovery, and no 
Perfon exempted. 

What all thefe Incomes of the Conqueror might 
amount to is not poflible to be known, there being no 
Eftimates extant even of thofeSums which he Trais'd 
by way of Tax ; nor can there be any of all the 
other Profits he made by the feveral Ways above 
mention'd. The fame Obfcurity will remain under 
fome enfuing Reigns, till thofe Matters begin to 
come into a clearer I*ight ^ 

For 
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For the better illuftrating of this Matter, Re- 
courfe has been had to the feveral curious Pieces 
written by learned Men, whofe original Manu- 
fcripts are preferv'd in the Cotton Library, under 
feveral Heads, but relating to the fame Subjeft, 
which fhall be here inferred under each King. 
The firft of thefe by the following Title, 
' Imfofitions and Taxes ch the State, gather d out of 
Monkijb Regifiers , and Stories, from the Conquefi to 
Henry the 7th* 

This Trad is of the Hand of the famous An- 
tiquary Leland, Cleopatra, F 6. Fo. 145. What relates 
to King William the Conqueror is thus, as tranila- 
ted from the Latin : 

The Duty of Panegeld was firft eftablifh'd on 
account of the Pirates ; for they infefting the 
Country did their utmoft .to by it wafte. In or- 
der "to check their Infolence, it was decreed that 
Danegeld fhonld be paid yearly,,^/*. 12 d. for every 
Hide of Land throughout the County , for the 
Maintenance of thofe that fliould oppofe the Ir- 
ruptions of the Pirates. All the Church was ex- 
empted from this Danegeld ; as alfo all the Land 
that was in the proper Demefne. of the Church, 
wherefoever it lay ; fo that it contributed nothing 
towards this Payment ; becaufe they had more 
Confidence in the Prayers of the Church, than in 
the Defence by Force of Arms.^ This Immunity 
the Englijh Church preferv'd, til jf the Days of King 
William the younger. See King Edward's Laws, 
Fol. 128. of Danegeld. 

In the Year of our Lord 1070, King William 
the Conqueror, having difpos'd of the Cities, and 
Caftles, and plac'd Officers of his own in them, 
fail'd over into Normcmty with the Englijh Hofta- 
ges , ancj immenfe Treafure. Mat. Paris* /. 6. 
linn 11. / . 

B 3' An. 
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An. Dom. 1070, the 4th of his Reign, King Wil~ 
Ham, in Lent, causM ail the Monafteries in Eng- 
land to be fearch'd, and ordered the Money which 
the richeft of the Englijb had deposited theire, on 
account of his Severity and Rapine , to be taken 
away. Gualu Gijiom. And fpar'd not the Chalices 
and Shrines, Mat. Paris, p. §. /. 29. 

He alfo brought under military Servitude all 
the Bifhopricks and Abbies that held Baronies, 
and till then had been exempt from all fecular Ser- 
vice, enrolling each Biflioprick and Abby accor- 
ding to his Pleafure, every one of them to furnifh 
him and his Succeffors in time of War with as ma- 
ny Soldiers as he thought fit : And laying up the 
Rolls of this ecclefiaftical Servitude in his Treafu- 
ry, banilh'd out of the Kingdom many religious 
Men who oppos'd this Decree. Mat. Paris, p. 8». 
/. 30. 

An. Dom. 1075 , Walter, Bifliop of Durham, 
purchased the Earldom of Northumberland of King 
lVtlliam y and extorted an immenfe Sum of Money 
from all the Inhabitants of that Province, as well 
Nobles as Vaflals. Mat. Pqris.p. 12. /. 40. 

At length the People being reduc'd to extream 
Poverty by the continual Exa&ions of the Bifhop 
and his Minifters, were much provoked, for that 
they were obliged to fuch exorbitant Contributions, 
without any Intermiffion. Hereupon all the Peo- 
ple rofe up in Arms againft the Bifliop, and flew 
him- Mat. Paris, p. i2t /. 43. 

An. Dom. 1083, the 17th of this Reign, King 
William fent his Juftices to all the Counties of Eng- 
land in particular, to enquire how many Acres of 
Land were fufficient for one Plough every Year, 
in each Townfliip, and what Number of Cattle 
might fuffice for tilling one Hide. Maf. Paris* 
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He alfo caus'd Inquifition to be made, what 
Afleflfment the Cities, Caftles, Towns, Villages, 
Marflies arid Woods paid yearly, and how many 
Knights there were in each County throughout the 
Kingdom. Rid. 

All thefe Particulars being reduc'd into Wri- 
ting, and brought to Wejlminfter, arc preferv'd to 
this Day in the King's Exchequer. The great 
Book , wherein all thefe Things are contain'd, is 
called Doom/day; becaufe it fpares no Man, as will 
happen on that great Day. Mat* Paris, in his fhort 
Hiftory. 

Afterwards he took fix Shillings in Silver of each 
Plough-Land^ or Hide, throughout the Kingdom. 
Mat. Paris, p. 14. I 45. and H. Huntington? 

An. Dom. io$4> the *8th of his Reign, William, 
King of England, recciv'd the Homage of all Men 
throughout England, and an Oath of Allegiance, 
whatfocver Fees, or Tenements they held ; and 
.having right or wrong extorted great Sums of 
Money from all People promifcuoufly, failed over 
into Normandy. Mat. Paris, p. 15. /. 9. 

An. Dom. 1085, the ipth of the Reign, unjuft 
Taxes, and wicked Cuftoms fwarm'd in England ; 
and the more the Englijh exclaim'd, the more they 
were opprefsfd. Mat* Paris, p. i$. /. 18. 

Another MS. ,of the Hand of Sir Robert Cum, 
in the fame Volume above quoted, (entitled, 
Money rats 3 d by the King without Parliament from the 
.Conqueft untill this Day, either by Impofition, or free 
Gift, taken out of Records, or ancient Regiflers ) 
In a few Words fums up all the Exa&ions of this 
fame King, without taking notice of all thofe Re- 
proaches caft upon him, as above, by Matthew 
Paris. It runs thus : 

William h to furnilh his Wars, in the 4th Year 
,of his Reign, took all the Moopy, Jewels, and 

B 4 Plate 
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Plate out of religious Houfes, to furnifh him in 
his Wars. He reduc'd the Land of the Church 
into Knights Fees, expelling fuch as oppos'd that 
Work. He rais'd out of every Plough-Land Hide- 
age and Danegeld divers times; fometimes at is. 
fometimes at 6 s. the Hide, 6rPlough-Land» Wait. 
Gisborn, Mat. Paris. Hen. Huntingdon. 

Much the fame is again repeated of King Wil- 
liam the Conqueror , in another MS. in the fame: 
Vol. above quoted, fol. p. which is therefore. here, 
omitted. So alfo in another Tra& ftill in; the fame 
Volume, fol. 6. entitled, The Comfes by the Kings _ 
of England ufed in raffing MSney for Defence of the 
Realm, by Power of Prerogative , . what follows is 
faid of the fame KingVRqign, viz..* . 
. The Kings of England, both before and iince 
the Conquett, ever took, as an ufual Duty ( to 
fupply fuch Charge , as either the fecuring of the 
Land from Invaders Spoil, or the*Sea from Rovers 
Piracy, fliould enforce them to) Danegeld, or Gelda 
Regis, fefs'd by the Hide Land, but by no Rate 
definite ; forfometiraes.it was 12 d. as by William 
the Conqueror, &c. Next we; proceed to 
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SO N and Sticceflbr to the Conqueror, who go- 
verned, as his Father had done, in a defpotick 
manner , as inheriting all his Rights, and confe- 
quently had the fame Property in all Lands. As 
for other Ways of raifing Money, he fpar'd no 
itianner of Rapine or Simony ; for as fpon as 
Bifhopricks and Abbies became vacant, he feiz'd 
all their Temporalities, and farmed them out to 
Vs Favourites, or to fuch as giving moft for them 
Aid not fpare to rack thofe PofTeffions for their 

% ' own 
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own Profit ; and after all , l)e cpnferr'd not thofe, 
or other ecclefiaft/cal Pignipes, on Perfons of Me-r 
rit, but fold thfem t6 the higheft Bidder, by whicfj 
means he rais'd very confiderable Sums upon the 
Church* As for the Laity, he opprefs'd them 
without Mercy, laying the moft unreafonable Im- 
pofitioris on their Lands, Houfes and Goods, in- 
fomuch that no Man could call any thing his own ; 
and in this manner he reign'd , or rag-d , for the 
Space of thirteen Years, at the pnd yrhet;eof he 
was accidentally killed by a random SJibt a? he. 
was hunting, an the Year of Chrifi noo. By 
what has been faid,* it -appears that no EfHmate. 
can.be made of the Treafure he receiv*d. 
. The Particulars of his Exaftions in the above 
quoted MS. Account of Leland, Cleopatra , F. 6* 
joU 145. are thefe : 

An.Dom. io8p, the 24 of the Reign of William 
Rufus , Archbifhop Lanfrank being dead, King 
William, holding in his own Hands almoft all the 
Churches and Monafteries throughout England t, 
their Paftors being deceas'd, wafted them all with 
heavy Impofitiops, and committed them to Lay 
Perfons by way* of Farms* Mau Paris, p. 20. 

An- Dom* iopi, the 4th of his Reign, King 
William Rufus being very fick, promised he would 
eftablifli good Laws, and preferve Peace with the 
Church ; but when rccover'd, he repented him of 
his Promife/ and opprefs'd both the Church and 
Kingdom more grievoufly than he had been wont 
tado ; fo that upon fome feign'd Pretence he ex- 
torted from one only Church, which was that of 
Lincoln, five thoufand Marks* Mat. Wefton. and Hift* 
Roffen. 

Anno Dom. iop2, the 5th of his Reign, King 
William grievoufly opprefs'd both the Kingdom; 
and Clergy with fundry ■ Exa&ion$, and redue'd 
: : '• ' ' • * * • & them 
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them into Servitude, on which account he dcewf 
on himfelf the Curfe of many opprefs ? d Perfons. 
Mau Wefim. 

Anno Dom- 1093, the <Jth of his Reign, the King 
caufed 20000 Foot to be lifted in England, to ren- 
dezvous in Normandy that when they were come to 
the Sea Coaft, in order to be tranfported, he fen? 
them all home again, after exa&ing 10/. from each 
#f them for their Diet, Mat. Paris, p. 23. 1. 23. 

That fame Year, the King returning out of 
piormandy, opprefs'd all the Churches and Monafte- 
ries throughout the Kingdom. Mat. Paris, p. 2$* 
I 29. 

Still the fame Year, Paul the Abbat of St. Al- 
lans dying, the King kept that Monaftery four 
Years without a Paftor, cut down its Woods, op- 
prefs'd and rob'd it. Mat. Paris, in his fliort Hiftory- 

Anno Dom. 1094, the 7th of his Reign, King 
William fent his Brother Henry into Northumberland, 
with a great Sum of Money, for him every where 
to wafte that Country with plundering. Mat. Paris. 
p. 20. /. 33. 

The feme Year, the King demanded a thoufand 
Pounds in Money of Anfelm Archbifhop of Canter~ 
bury, on account that he had readily granted his 
Confent to his Promotion ; but the Archbifhop re- 
filling to give that whole Sum, and defigning to 
pafs over to the Pope of Rome, the King immedi- 
ately feized all his and his Churches EfFe&s to hi? 
$>wn Ufe. Mat. Paris, p. 24. and 25. 

Anno Dom. iopj, the 8th of his Reign, Robert 
Duke of Normandy fent Meflengers to his Brother 
King William, defiring he would lend him 10000 
Marks in Money, promising to mortgage Normandy 
to him for the fame. The King being willing to 
comply with his Reqtieft, perfwaded the prime 
Men of England, each of them to lend him as much 
as they could immediately. Whereuppn the Ab- 

' bats. 
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bats, Priors, Bifhops and Abbeffes, melted down 
phe Gold and Silver Veffels of the Church, turning 
them into Money. The Earls, Barons, and other 
great Men of the Country pillag'd their Men and 
Vaflfals, and bringing in a vaft Sum of Money 
pleas'd the King with their Prefents. He failed 
over into Normandy in September, and having con* 
eluded a Peace with his Brother, paid him down 
6666 L for which he had Normandy mortgag'd to 
him. Walter Gifburn, cap. 22. 

The King demanded of all the Barons in England 
the Aid which is called Danegeld, to fecure Nor* 
mandy from his Brother Duke. Robert, who was go- 
ing to Jerufalem. Accordingly it was granted to 
him, not eftablifh'd or fettled by Law; but to fup~ 
ply his Neceffity he had 4 /. of every Hide of Land, 
not excepting the Church. Whilft the fame was 
collefting, the Church opposed, claiming its Ex- 
emption ; but could not prevail* Thus in King 
Edward's Laws, fol. 128, law 11. 

Anno Dom. iopj, the 10th of his Reign, King 
William, who was by many call'd the Red Dra- 
gon, divers ways impoverifh'd the Englijh Churches, 
and efpecially thofe that were vacant. He quite 
crufli'd the Poor of the Archbifboprick q( Canterbury 
and of the Monaftery of St. Alban. He cut down 
the Woods, and drew the Wealth of the Church 
into his own Treafury ; befides all which, he mod 
wrongfully prefs'd the Inhabitants to build Weft- 
rninfter-Hatt, and his Caftles. Mat. Paris, in his fhort 
Hiftory. 

Anno Dom. 10^8, the nth of his Reign, the 
Bifhop of JVtncbefter died, when King William im- 
mediately laying his ravenous Hands on that 
Bifhoprick, drew from it as much Money as he 

pould. Mat. Paris, in his ftiort Hiftory. 

That 
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That fame Year the King was in Normandy} 
intent uppp warlike AjFairs, during that time ra- 
ther fieaing tjian Sieving the People of England with 
Taxes and Exa&ions, being burdenfome and an 
Enemy to all Men. Mat. Paris, p. 59. 1. 2$. 

Anno 1 1 00, the 13 th of his Reign, and the firft 
of &ing Henry the firft, King William in the Height 
of his Injuftice w^s fnatch'd away by a violent 
Death, having ruin'd ail his Subje&s with continual 
Impofitions and Taxes, and provok'd his Neigh- 
bours with frequent Wars and Depredations; fo 
that England being opprefs'd, could not breath under 
him. Mat. Paris, p. 73. /. 27. 

At the time of his Death, this King held in his 
own Hands the Archbifhoprick of Canterbury, the 
Pifliopricks of Winchefier and Salisbury, and twelve 
Abbies, which he was wont either to fell, or let out 
to farpi, or keep them to himfelf. Mat. Paris, p. 73. 
£34. and MauWefim. p. 21. /. 33. 

The other Tra&s in the Cotton Library, before 
mention'd in the Reign of King William the Con- 
queror, only briefly hinting the fame that has been 
here faid more fully of King William Rufus, it will 
be needlefs to take farther Notice of them. Only 
it is proper to obferve, that whereas it is above 
faid, that be extorted 5000 Marks from the Bifliop 
of Lincoln, another MS. makes it but $qo, which is 
moil likely ; for at that time, when all England was 
heavily tax'd to raife 10O00 Marks to be lent to 
the Duke of Normandy, it is not likely, that any 
one Bifliop could raife 5000 Marks, much lefs 
5000 /. as Holing fied has made it ; but in him Er- 
rors are fo numerous, that it would be a tedious 
Work to take notice of them. Wq will therefore gq 
on to 
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HE fucceeded his Brother William in the Full- 
nefs of the Sovereign Prerogative; but was 
naturally a much better tempered Prince ,• befides 
that apprehending the Danger he was in from his 
eldeft Brother Robert, Duke of Normandy, who 
claimed the Crown, to oblige the People, at his 
Coronation he promised to govern in a more legal 
manner than his Father and his Brother had done* 
The firft Impofition we read of laid by him on his 
Subjefts, was of three Shillings on every Hide of 
Land throughout England, for marrying his Daugh- 
ter Maud to the Emperor Henry ; a Cuftom then 
us'd by all Kings to have an Aid of their People 
towards difpofing of their Daughters, and this 
rais'd of their own Authority, without any A6ts 
of Parliament, which were not then in being. Not- 
withftanding his other good Qualities, he is alfo 
faid to have raiVd much Money by keeping of 
Church Dignities vacant, and enjoying their Reve- 
nues all the time they were fo ; as particularly, the 
Archbilhoprick of Canterbury for the Term of five 
Years ; and by felling of fome Bifhopricks, and 
among them that of Durham for a thoufand 
Pounds. Thefe are all the Sums we can find he any 
way exafted from the People, tho' he reign'd 35 
Years and 4 Months, dying on the firft of December 
1 135. Thus his long Reign appears to have been 
much lefs burdenfome to the Nation than thofe of 
his two Predeceflbrs had been* The above quoted 
Latin MS. in the Cotton Library, continues this 
King's Eehaviour as to Impofitions, to this Effeft, 
as render'd into EngHJb. 

■ Anno 
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Anno Dom* uoo, the firft of King Henry tli£ 
firft, the faid King Henry at his Coronation granted 
certain Liberties : 

j. In regard (faid he) that the Kingdom has 
been bpprefs'd with un juft Exa&ions, I, in refpeft 
to God, and for the Love I bear to you all, do 
make the Holy Churth free, fo that I will neither? 
fell, nor fet it to farm ; nor will I, when an Arch- 
bi(hop, or a Bifliop, or an Abbat dies, take any 
thing of the Demefne of the Church, or of its Men* 
till a Succeffor be in Pofleffion thereof. 

2* I fupprefs all the ill Cuftoms yrith which the 
Kingdom of England was unjuftly opprefs'd, the 
which evil Cuftoms I partly here mention. 

i. If any one of my Barons, Earls, or others, 
holding of me, (hall happen to die, his Heir (hall 
not redeem his Lands, as was went to be done in 
my Father's time, but (hall relieve them by a juft 
and legal Relief. In like manner my Barons Men 
(hall relieve their Lands of their Lords by a 
juft Relief. 

2. If any of my Barons, or other Men, (hall think 
fit to difpofe of his Daughter, Sifter, Niece, or 
Kinfwoman in Marriage, he (hall not be obliged to 
confult me ; nor will I take any thing of him for fuch 
Licence ; nor will I obftrud his difpofing of her, 
unlefs he (hall defign to give her to my Enemy. 

3 . If at the Death of a Baron, or any one of 
my Men, his Daughter (hall be left Heirefs, I will 
beftow her, by the Advice of my Barons, with her 
Land. And if, the Husband dying, his Wife (hall 
furvive, and have no Children, Che (hall have her 
Dower and Jointure, and I will not give her to any 
Husband without her own Confent* But if the 
Wife (hall be left with Children, (he (hall have 
her Dower and Jointure, as long as (he legally 
preferves her Body -, nor will I give her without 

her 
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her own Confent, and ihe fhall be Guardian of the 
Land and Children ; or elfe fome other near Rela- 
tion, to whom it belongs to be fo. And I ordain 
that my Men do in like manner behave them- 
(elves towards the Sons and Daughters and Wives 
of their Men. 

4. The Mintage, or Coinage, which was wont 
to be taken throughout Cities and Counties, and 
which was not in the Days of King Edward, I ab- 
folutely forbid being taken. 

5. If any of my Barons or Men {hall happen to 
forfeit* he fhall not be fin'd in Money at Pleafuve* 
as was done in the time of my Father and Brother, 
but according to the Meafure of the Offence ; nor 
fbalJ he make amends, as he would have done for- 
merly in the Days of my Father and Brother. 

6. I have* with the Advice of my Barons, kept 
the Forefts in my Hands, as my Father had them. 

7. 1 grant to the Knights, who defend their Lands 
by Knights Service, the Lands of their Demefhe 
Carucates quit from all Gelds (or Duties) fo that 
they may furnifh themfelves with Horfes and Arms 
fufficiently, that they may be fit and ready for 
my Service, and for the Defence of the Kingdom. 
AH this is faid by Richard of Hagulftad, or Hexam, 
who flouriik'd at that time. 

As many Charters of thefe Liberties were made 
as there are Counties in England, and a Seal being 
immediately made by the King's Order; they were 
feal'd, and plac'd among the Records of each 
County, for a perpetual Monument and Tefti- 
feiony. However, afterwards when the King be- 
gan to repent of what he had done, they were 
taken away by feveral Artifices* only three re- 
maining, viz. at Canterbury, St. Albans, and York. 
Mat. Paris* in brevi Hjftoria. 

King 
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King Henry rafter he was crown'd, gave the Bifhop- 
rick of Winchefler to Wtlliam Giffdrd; and theft, ac- 
ting like his Father and his Brother, contrary to 
the aforefaid Statutes of his new Council, invefted 
kira in the Lands of the fame, after having received 
a Reward for fo doing. .Mat. Paris, in magna Hifto- 
ria, p. 74. /. 40. Item in brevi Hiftoria. 

Anno Dom. iioi, Reg. 2. In like manner the 
•King gave the Bifttoprick of Hereford to one Reiuel- 
flfftf,without any canonical Ele£tion,and, contrary to 
the Decrees of the new Council, publickly iavefted 
Jiim in the.fame ; for then. he feem'd to be fecurely 
pofl'efs'd of the Kingdom. Mat. Paris, p. 78. /. 24. 
Et in brevi Hiflvria. 

Anno £hm. 1 1 04, Reg* j . King Henry exafted 
a great Sum of Money of his Kingdom, and the 
Land lay under many Oppreffions ,• for the former 
Difcord was reviv 'd between the King and his 
Brother Robert Earl of Normandy; whereupon the 
King having raised an Army, fail'd over into 'Nor- 
mandy, with an immenfe Sum of Money* Walter Gif* 
born, cap. 30. 

Anno Dom. 1 toy, Reg. 6. William de Warewaft, 
the King of England's Lieutenant, in the King's 
Name, prohibited Ameline ArchbiChdp of Canter- 
bury, then returning from Rome, to come into Engr 
land, unlefs he would folemnly engage to maintain 
to him all his Father's and his Brother's Cuftoms. 
And King Henry, when he perceiv'd that both the 
Pope and the Archbifliop oppos'dhim, immediately 
feiz'd the Archbiflioprick into his own Hands, and 
ftripp'd Ameline of all his Poffeffions, fparing neither 
the Woods, nor the Men. Mat. Paris, p. 80. /• 4.7. 
Idem in brevi Hifioria. 

Anno Dom. 1106, Reg. 7- King Henry, being at 
War with his Brother Robert, that he might gain the 
Affections of all Men, promis'd again that he 

would 
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Would keep the Liberties before granted, and alfo 
willingly enlarge therm if there were any Defeft. 
By thcfe Promifes* which nevcrthekfs he after- 
wards boldly broke through* he fo far reconciled 
all People to him* that they took his Part againft 
his Brother. Mat. Paris, p. 83. /. t6. and 25. 

Anno Dom. 1107, Reg. 8, King Henry having 
fubdu'd his Enemies to his own Heart's Defire, and 
being delivered from all Danger of War, refus'd to 
fulfil thofe Things he had promis'd to his great 
Men,adding Threats upon Threats; wheteupon they 
all laid their Complaints before God, begging Re- 
venge- Mattk. Paris. A 84* /. 40. 

Anno Dom. nop, Keg. 10. King Henry gave his 
Daughter Maud in Marriage to the Emperor Henry, 
Whole Wedding was kept at Munfter. At that 
time Danegdd was paid throughout England. Thus 
Radulphus Niger* 

This Danegelt is better explained by Matthew 
Parish who writes thus * The King's Daughter was 
given to the Emperor, as was behoveful* To fay 
it briefly* the King took fix Shillings Of every Hide 
of Land, as it is in the fhort Hiftory, and in Henry 
Huntingdon; three Shillings, as it is in the great 
Hiftory. Mat* Paris, p. 85. /. 35. 

Anno Dom. 1113, Keg. 14. King Henry gave the 
Archbifhoprick of Canterbury to Ralph London, and 
inverted him with a Ring and a Crofier ; for he was 
grown bold as well againft the Church, as againft 
the Generality of the Nation ; having fubdu'd his 
Brother Robert, and others ; whereupon he broke his 
Original Seal, and made void the Charter he had 
fo often* fworn to; and now, by flat Refufal, broke 
through all thofe things he had before granted out 
of artful Diflimulation. Mat. Paris, in brevi Htftoria. 

Anno Dom* in6> Reg. 1 7. England laboured un- 
der feveral forts of Exa&ions, and was, not without 

C Sin* 
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Sin, many ways ftript of its Wealth, to fuppJy 
the King's Wants ; bceaufe there was much Dif- 
cord between him and the King of France* Mat* 
Paris. 8 j. /• 22. and Mat. Weftm. p. 28. /. 38. 
England was this Tear opprefs'd with many Gelds 
(or Impositions) to fupply the King's Wants, fays 
Henry Huntingdon. 

Anno Dom. 1131* Reg* 32. In the 3 2d Tear of 
King Henrys Reign he decreed that no Dane Tax, 
that is Danegeld, (hould be demanded for feVen 
Tears. The Continuator of Florence oflVorcefter* 

4nno Dim* 1135* Reg* 35. or the firft of King 
Stephen, King Henry died* in whom two Vices were 
over prevalent, viz,. Luxury, and the Love, of 
Money; fo that many were corrupted by his Ex- 
ample. Ric. Hagufialdenfis, or Richard of Hexam* 

At his Death he left an hundred thoufand 
Pounds, which he had hoarded up, befides Vettcls 
of Gold and Silver, and Imperial Jewels, all which 
King Stephen feiz'd upon. Mat. IVefim* p. 35. L 4. 

Upon his Death, immediately Peace and Juftice, 
which had long reign'd with him in England, and 
Normandy, both vanifli'd together* So fays Richard 
of Hexam, with much more to the fame purpofe 
concerning his upright Government, and the Gala* 
mities which afterwards enfu'd, which I here omit, 
as to be taken notice of under King Stephen. But here 
it is worth obferving,how this agrees with the dread- 
ful Complaints of Perjuries, Extortions, and other 
horrid Grievances abovemention'd, chiefly from 
Matthew Paris, an Author, who, as has been obferv'd, 
very lavifhly beftows the worft of Chara&ers on 
whom he pleafes ; for if Peace and Juftice reign'd with 
him, and ceas'd as foon as he expired, how could he 
be guilty of fo many Enormities as are charg'd upon 
him? It is impoffible co reconcile fuch Aftions with 
fuch a Character. It will be therefore reasonable to 
affign fome Part of what fuch Men write to their 

Spleen, 
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Spleen, and Di fa fit ft ion to their Monarchs, with- 
out wholly excusing them, who, as Men, and in 
Power, need not be fuppos'd to have been without 
their Faults. But it is the Talent of Tome Men to 
reprcfent all Superiors as Devils, and of others to 
make them Saints ; two Extremes, which difcredit 
all Hiftory, and give a Difguft to fuch as defire to 
be inform'd of the Truth of what paft in former 
Ages. That he was not fo covetous as reprefen- 
ted, appears by the Treafure left at his Death, 
being an hundred thoufand Pounds, which if we 
lhould allow to be of ten times the * Value that 
Money is now, amounts but to one Million ; and 
what is a Million in our Days ? He had much oc- 
casion for Money in his Wars, which might raife 
a Clamour againft him; and if after thofe were con- 
cluded, he laid up fome Treafure for the next 
Emergency, that feems to have been rather Fore- 
fight than Avarice ; and had he left the Exchequer 
quite empty, the fame Men, that charged him with 
Covctoufnefs, would not have faifd affirming h? 
had been a moft profufe and extravagant Prince. 
Monarchs have the Misfortune of being exposed to 
publfck View, being as it were rais'd upon a Stage 
to be obferv'd by all their Subje&s, who all take 
the Liberty to cenfure their Behaviour, not as they 
would be judg'd themfelves, but as their Inclination 
di&ates. * 

It is ulg'd that this King beftow'd fome Bilhop- 
ricks of his own Authority, without allowing the 
Liberty of Election. If fo, it was an Incroachmenr, 
yet no more than what had b$en done by his Pre- 
deceflbrs, and many'other Monarchs, being a Point 
much controverted at that time ; nor is that to be 
thought criminal at this tirtie, when the fame Prac- 
tice has univerfally prevailed. The Inveftiture by a 
Ring and a Crofier' was indeed carrying it too far ; 
but whether it be done with Ring and Crofier,or 

C t without 
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without them, the Matter is not much. To return 
to the Point of the Revenues; it does not appear 
but that this King was m good to his Sub;eds as 
moft have been. He took, being then abfolute, fuch 
Duties as were requisite to fupport the Dignity of 
the Crown, and to defend the Nation, which is 
due to all Monarchs ; and not only to them, but 
to all that have the Government of every State, 
whether it be Monarchy, Ariftocracy, or Demo- 
cracy. Thofe that govern muft be fupported, and 
yet thofe out of whole Pockets it comes are always 
apt to complain, tho' the Burden be ever fo eafy. 
There muft always be an Allowance for the pre* 
fent Humours of the People ; for thofe who wilf 
pleafe to obferve it, may hereafter, in the Sequel 
of this Account, find lefs muttering at much hea- 
vier Impofitjons. But let us proceed* 

K.STEPHEN. 

KING Henry (the firft) who was the Peace 
of his Country, and Father of the Nation, 
dying, a dreadful Calamity overfpread the King- 
dom, and fill'd it with Confufion. England, which 
before had been the Seat of Juftice, the Habita- 
tion of Peace, the Manfion of Piety, the Mirror 
of Religion, foon after became the Place of Wicked- 
nefs, the Recefs of Difcord, the Pattern of Confu- 
fion, and the Miftreft of Rebellion. The Laws, 
which curb the unruly Multitude, being negle&ed, 
or rather diflblv'd, Men, being under no Reftraint, 
afted whatfoeverVillanies came into theirThoughts. 
Thus writes the namele&, but contemporary 
Author of the Life of King Stephen, in du Chefnei 
Hifioria Normannorum Scriptures antiqui 7 f. gay. 

And 
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And again, p* 961 > he gives us a difmal Defcrip- 
tion of this King Stephen's Reign, reprefenting the 
State of the Nation to be fo miferable, that many 
forfook their native Soil to (faun the difmal Calami-* 
ties then prevailing ; many 9 who had before liv'd 
well, were redue'd to dwell in miferable Cottages , 
feeding on Dogs and Horfes* Herbs and Roots, 
for Want, Famine enfuing upon the general Defo- 
lation ; many Towns of Note entirely depopulated, 
all the Inhabitants being either deftroy'd, or fled ; 
and the Fields lay fallow for want of Tillers. To 
add to all thefe Miferies, a Multitude of Foreigners, 
brought over to fupport the Barons, without any 
Senfe of Humanity, committed the utmoft Barba- 
rities. Nor did they fpare the Churches, or other 
facred Places, or the Perfons of the Clergy, or Re- 
ligious Men* 

Much more may be feen in the above-quoted 
Author, exprefling the wonderful Calamity of this 
JSFation at that Time; all which evidently appears 
to have been the Confequence of his Ufurpation ; 
for he being Son to Adela; Daughter to King Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, by the rebellious Content of 
the prime Clergy and Nobility, wrongfully poffefs'd 
jhimielf of the Throne, which of Right belong- 
ed to Maud, the Daughter of King Henry the firft, 
and to her Son, who was afterwards King Henry 
the' fecond. The Barons incroaching upon him they 
had traiteroiiily tais'd, and the rightful Heir claim* 
ing his Due, the whole time that Stephen held .the 
Crown was one continued Scene of Blood and De* 
vaftation ,• the Government being quite tinhing'd, 
and, as has been briefly fhown above, all brought 
into Confufion, the Sword decided all Controver- 
fies, and Taxes were raisM by plundering and rob- 
bing ; for wie do not find that this intruding King 
laid any ufual or regular Iiftpofitions or Duties ; aH 
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Hiftorians are filent as to this Particular. His For- 
ces liv'd upon the Country ; he and they took all 
they found ,• (o that he flood not in need of Parlia* 
ments, or any ufual and regular Prerogative; what* 
foever he met with was his own, the Sword made 
it fo ; and fuch is generally the Behaviour of Ufur- 
pers. 

There is no doubt but that during thofe Civil 
Wars the Expence muft be prodigious, and the De^ 
mands being at Will, there was much Profufenefs ; 
all which was feiz'd without regard either to Cler- 
gy or Laity, both of them fuffering alike; br if any 
Difference were, the greater Burden always fell 
upon the PoflTeffions of the Church. This Ufurpa- 
tion Iafkd almoft ip Years, and was a continual 
Courfe of Exactions and Depredations; of which 
no Account can poffibly be given. However, we 
will here infert what we find in the above-quoted 
MS. Bib. Cot. Cleopatra. F- VI. fol. 145. 

Anno Dom. 1135, Reg. 1. King Stephen on his 
Coronation-day granted, 1. that he would ne- 
ver keep the Churches of Bifbops deceasM in his 
own Hands, but would immediately invert Bifhops 
in them. 

2 . Th*t he would not keep the Woods of any 
Perfon in his Hands, as King Henry had done, 
impleading them yearly, if they took any Game in 
their own Woods, or if they, to fupply their own 
Wants, deftroy'd, or diminifh'd them. 

3. That he for ever remitted to the People the 
Duty of Qanegeld, that is, two Shillings of every 
Hide of L*nd, which his Anceftors had us'd to re- 
ceive to defray the Expence of the Wars againft 
the Danes, and had never quitted them of in time 
of Peace. This and more he promised ; but he per- 
form'd no part of it. Mat. Paris, f. ?p. I 38. and 
jlad. N'geri 
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King Stephen having once eftablifli'd and fecur'd 
himfelt, feiz'd upon all the Treafure which his 
Uncle King Henry had laid up, being an hundred 
thoufand Pounds, befides Gold and Silver Veffels, 
and Jewels. 

King Stephen, who now reigns, by his Royal 
Decree promised, that he would never demand 
Danegeld; but by a Perjury hateful to God, the' 
faid Tax is again rais'd throughout England, as we 
are inform'd. So Florence of tVorcefter, who flou- 
rifh'd in the Reign of King Stephen. 

Arm Dom» 1 137, Reg. a. Roger Bifhop of Salif* 
bury falling fick out of Grief and Sorrow, and being 
reduc'd to Extremity, paid the laft Debt to Nature 
at his Epifcopal See, on the 2d of the Nones of 
December, leaving an immenfe Sum of Money in his 
Caftles ; which did not fall to the Service of God, 
but to the Ufe of King Stephen. Some fay there 
were above forty thoufand Marks in Silver, be- 
fides much Gold, and Variety of Ornaments. The 
Continuator of Florence of IVorcefter. 

Anno Dom. 1139, Reg. 4. King Stephen came 
with his Court to Salifiury, there to keep the Feaft : 
of the Nativity of our Lord- The Canons repair* 
ing to him there, offer'd him two thoufand 
Pounds, to whom he granted Exemption from all 
Gelds or Taxes of all their Lands. Idem* 

After the fixth Year fef this King's Reign, there 
was, no Peace in the Kingdom ; all was deilroy'd 
with Fire and Rapine, ? very great Treafure was '■ 
fquaoder'd, violejat Depredation rag'd every where, 
and in all Parts. Walter Qijfarn. 

Matthew Paris entrjng upon this King's Reign 
lays, he invaded the Crown, tempting God, tho' 
he had taken an Oath of Allegiance tp Maud the ' 
Emprefs; and yet afterwards fpeaking of his Death 
calls hioi moil pious, as if Piety were confident 

C 4 with 
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with his Perjury, and with all the horrid Efiuikm 
of Blood and Defolation, which cnfuM on account 
of his Usurpation during the whole Gourfe of 
his Reign. 

Holinjbed tells us, that tho' he continued all his 
time in a manner in the Maintenance of Wars, 
yet he levy'd but few Tributes, or none at aih 
That he levy'd Damgeld contrary to his Oath, has 
been feen above ; and it muft be granted, that be- 
(ides it we do not find any regular Taxes he ixn~ 
pos'd, in lieu whereof, he and his Army took what* 
foever they found : As to which Point having fpoken 
above, • the fame ihall not be here repeated, Th^ 
fame Holinjhed proceeds in relation to him thus : In- 
deed he put divers fiifhops to grievous Fines, and 
that not without the juft Judgment of Almighty 
God, that they might be pumfh'd duly fpr their 
Perjury committed in helping him to the Crown* 
Thus he, and it may well be imaging that the 
whole Nation fuffer'd for the fame Perjury, the 
Laity as well as the Clergy having taken that Oath \ 
and accordingly greater Defolation fcarce ever 
came upon the 'Kingdom ; yet very often People 
think, that becaufe Vengeance is delay 'd, it wiU 
never come. 



K. HENRI II. 

TH E rightful Heir to the Crown, as being 
Son to Mtu4 the Emprefe, Daughter to King 
Henry the firft, ' was advane'd to it after the Death 
of the aforefaid Vfurper Stephen. 
" 'The firft Tax we finrf this Monarch impos'd on 
his Subje&s, was that which they then called Efi- 
ciiage, being a Duty payable by thofe who held 
Xands by Military Services, when they wtnt not 

themfelves 
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themfelves to the Wars, nor provided another it* 
their Place; fo that it was not an arbitrary or 
tyrannical Imposition, bat juftly due from the 
People. This Duty at that time yielded to the 
King no more th*n twelve thoufand four hundred 
Pounds. What he rais'd in his other Dominions be- 
yond the Seas does not appertain to us, and is 
therefore not taken notice of here ; but it is to be 
obferv'd, that this was the great Burden he impos'd 
on his Subjefts for the carrying on a War. Mr. 
JMadex, in his Hiftory of the Exchequer ■, p. 43^ 
fays (his was in the feoond Year of his Reign, and 
that it was rais'd only upon thofe Prelates who 
were bound to military Services, the Quota being 
%o s. for every Knight's Fee. 

P. 436, the fame Author informs us, that in the 
fifth Tear of his Reign another Scutage was affcfs'd 
at two Marks for each Knight's Fee, and this not 
only upon Prelates, but alfo upon other Perfons, 
and their Knights, who held of the King in Capite 9 
according to the Number of their Fees. It was 
affefs'd alfo upon the reft of the Knights of each 
County in common. 

The fame Year the Jews paid to the Crown a 
"Tallage or Donurn. The Sheriff of Lincoln paid into 
the Exchequer 40 /. which he had levy d of the 
Jews in his County ; the Sheriff of Oxford/hire, 20 
Marks; the Sheriff of Cambridgejbire, $a Marks, 
Ibid* P441. What the whole Sum amounted to is 
not there mentioned* 

In his feventh Year there was another Scutage,* 
Bid. p. 437. 

In the 1 2th Year of this King, an Imposition 
was laid towards the Holy Wars, being two Pence 
in the Pound upon all arable Lands and Vines, de- 
ducing the Charges ; Jtnd upon Goods, Houfes, 
and Employments, for one Year > and one Penny 
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m the Pound for four Tears after. F6r the better 
underftanding of * the Value of Money at this 
Time, it is to be obfer/d,- that a Meafure of 
Wheat, which would make Bread for an hundred 
Men, was then worth twelve Pence ; the Carcafe 
of a fat Ox twelve Pence ,• a fat Sheep four Pence, 
and Provender for twenty Horfes four Pence. The 
Reafon of it does not appear ,- but it is remarkable, 
that the Prices above, of a fat Ox, and a fat Sheep, 
are not at ail proportionable, the Ox being valu'd 
but as three Sheep, whereas at prefent it is worth 
much more. It may well be im^gin'd that there 
mu& be fome Error in it ; but fo I find it. 

Mr. Madox, p. 398, gives us an Account of an 
Aid rais'd by this King (but the Year he omits, 
and I have not found it elfewhere) for marrying 
his Daughter Maud to the Duke of Saxony. This 
Aid was of one Mark for each Knight's Fee 
throughout England, and by the Payments appears 
how many Knights Fees each Bifihop, Abbat, or 
religious Houfe was poflefs'd of* 

The Biftop of Norwich paid 40 Marks for the 
Knights Fees which he acknowledged he held of 
the King in Capite, and was charge! with cxvn. 
viui. for the Fees which he did not acknow- 
ledge. Thus it appears that he own'd himfelf 
poffefs'd of 40 Knights Fees; and was charg'd 
with holding nine Knights Fees more ; for fo many 
Marks n6s. 8rf. amount to, and 5 $• over, th« 
which' Crown I cannot affign how it was charg'd, 
being under half a Knight's Fee. 

The Abba? of St. Edmund paid 40 Marks for 
40 Fees, which he acknowledge, and was charg'd 
with 1 2 Marks and an half for the Fees which 
he did not acknowledge. 

In NoYthamptonjbire, the Abbat of Peterburgb ren- 
deed 60 Marks for 60 Knights Fees. 

In 
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In the fame King's Reign, the Bifhop of Chi* 
ihefler paid only for four Knights Fees, which he 
own'd, and was in Debt for the other Fees, which 
he did not own. It appeared by a Particular of 
the faid Fees, that the faid Bifhop held nine Fees 
and an half, and a Jiinth Part of a Fee. 

The Archbifhop of Tork paid 20 Marks for 
20 Fees. 

The Bifliop of Durham paid 10 Marks foe 
10 Fees. 

The Bifhop of fVorcefler y 32 /. 17 s. 4^ for his 
Fees , which Sum makes fifty Marks for as many 
Fees, and 7 s. 6 d* over. 

Much more may be feen of thefe Fees paid by 
the Laity in the aforefajd Author ; but as neither 
thofe of the Clergy, nor the Laity, are pcrfeft to 
make up the whole Sum throughout the Kingdom, 
it is needlefs to add more Particulars here* But 
fince we are enter'd upon that Gentleman's exceV- 
lent Hiftory of the Exchequer , we will here fub- 
join what he has farther of this King's Reign- 

P. 476, he fays, in the Beginning of King Hen- 
ry the ad's Reign Dane geld was ftill paid* The 
t>ane geld of Middkfex was in the whole 81 & 
is. 6 d. 

P. 438. In his 1 8th Tear another Scutage for 
the Service of Ireland. 

In his 33d Year another Scutage for the Army 
of Galway- 

The fame Year he took of the Jews a fourth 
Part of their Chattels by way of Tallage* 

P. 441. In the 34th Year he levied a Tenth 
throughout all his Dominions. 

Having done with Mr. Madox, we next come 
. to the MS. in the Cotton Library, Cleopatra. F. VI. 
fcl. <b which fays thus : 

.Henry 
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Henry II. alluding not unlike to the Feoda 
given the Emeriti in thp Decline of the Empire p 
as Salaries, by which they flood bound to defend 
the Frontiers againft the Incurfions of the barbae 
rous Nations, continued the Policy of his Proge- 
nitors, who allotted the Land into fuch, and (o 
many equaj Portions, as might fcem competent 
for Supposition of a Knight, or a Man at Arms, 
from whom, as Occafion required, they receiv'd 
cither Service, or Contribution ; and to underftand 
the better his own Strength, by publick Command 
fet forth, each prelate and Baron was to declare 
by their foleran Inftruments, how many Knights 
held of him in Capite. By this Rule of Scutage> con- 
stant in the Number, he levied always his Subfidie*, 
and Relief, tho* divers in the Rate. Of the firft, 
which was near the Beginning pf his Rejgn, there 
is no Record. The 2d Sewage, which was in the 
5thYear,amountedto one hundred twenty fourthoir? 
{and Pounds of Silver, which, redue'd to the Stan- 
dard of our Money, y s* the Ounce, will amount 
to near 400000 /. 

• In the 7th Year, the &utag$ was affefsM at two 
Marks for the Army of Tholmfe. The like in the 
next Year. 

In the nth Year there was an Aid for Men to 
ferve in the Army in Wales. 

The following Year a Subfidy of 2 d. in th? 
Pound, and the four following Years one Penny 
in the Pound, was taken of all Men, the State of 
Men's Fortunes being dejiver'd upon their Oaths, 
Gfrvafius Dorcbernenfu. 

In the 14th Year, £ Scutage was aflefs'd at one 
Mark of each Fee. And the 18th Year, for the 
Army in Ireland, it wasaffefs'd at 20 s. for each Fee« 
The red Book in the Exchequer. 

U 
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In the 35th Year, a Tenth of all Moveables; 
in which Tear dying he left 1 00000 /. in Gold and 
Sifter, befides Place and Jewels* Motth. Paris. 

Hi ft. major x 

In the fame MS. Vol above-quoted, fol. 80, 
is a Summary of the Taxes of this King's Reign, 
of the Hand of Sir Robert Cotton ; which being to 
the fame Eflfeft as that above, needs not to be 
here inferted. Only this Difference between them 
is to be noted, that whereas that here above 
makes the Sum rais'd by the Scutage in the 2d 
Year of this King's Reign to amount to 1 24000 /. 
this of Sir Robert Cotton makes it no more that* 
102004 7. which is a confiderable Difference, be- 
ing no lefs than 21996 1. But I am apt to believe 
there ifc an Error in this MS. 

The MS- fol 145 , mentions the Scutage of 
this King's id Tear , and refers to the Red Book 
in the Exchequer for the 7th and nth Tears ; all 
which being mention'd above, we proceed to the 
12th Tear, 1166 , which is here much more full 
and particular, thus : 

Aum Dm* 1166, Reg. 12. King Henry made & Col- 
leftion of Money throughout all his Lands, for the 
Defence and Support of the Eaftern Church and 
Countries ; viz* that all Perfons for their Lands, all 
Moveables, whether Gold or Silver, excepting 
precious Stones, or Cattle, or Coin, or any other 
Thing, except wearing Apparel, and of all In- 
comes in like manner, do pay this Tear, u 65, 
two Pence in the Pound, and one Penny in the 
Pound the four following Tears. . The fame for 
Tillage, and Vineyards, fo that the Expence there- 
of be not included : As alfo of the Debts which 
there is a Certainty will be paid. The fame to 
be done by the Archbifhops, Bifliops, and Abbats, 
who have Royalties; and by the Clergy, Earls, 

Barons, 
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Marks in Gold, for the Relief of the Holy Land; 
in the Prefence of the Nobility of the Kingdom* 
at IValtbam. Gervafius^ & Hill. Bjffenfis* 

Anno Dom. u8j, the King promised 50000 
Marks in Silver for the Defence of the Holy 
Land. 

For the Tear 33 the MS. again tefersto the 
Red Book, where that Tear's Tax appears to have 
been a Scmage for the Army of Galwaj , as 
above. 

Anno Dom* 1 1 89, Reg. 3 ?* Which Was alfo the 
firft of King Richard the firft , a Tenth of ail 
Moveables was granted and colle&ed throughout 
all England for the Relief of the Holy Land, then 
in great Danger. Hifi. Rojf. 

After Philip King of Frame 9 and Henry King 
of England, and their Princes, and Earls, Arch* 
bifhops, and Bifhops, had violently tithed the 
Poffeffions of the Clergy and Laity, and the Ec- 
clefiaftical Revenues, and the Money of all Per- 
ions whatfoever, in order to an Expedition into 
Jerufalem , by the juft Judgment of God, who 
abhors to receive Rapine in Sacrifice, there broke 
out much Difcord between the faid Kings and 
Princes; whereupon all that Money fo extorted 
was fpent in Donatives to Commanders, and the 
Pay of Soldiers. Rod. Coggejhak. 

The King of England paid the King of France 
20000 Marks, on account of the Expence he had 
been at about Ralph's Caftk, to eftablifh the Peace. 
7%0. Walfingharn. 

King Henry having loaded great Men with Dif- 
grace, and eas'd them of every thing elfe, took 
away their Eftates, or elfe brought them to no- 
thing by crafty pilling and paring them, confifca- 
ted the Poffeffions of the Church, and audacioufly 
revoked thofe he had indifcreetly given. He per- 
mitted 
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hutted Bi&ops to make Wills, but fubtilly with- 
drew what they left to the Church, and took awa^ 
by Violence what was given to private Perfons. 
He permitted none that liv'd within the Liberties 
of any Foreft to cut Oziers iti their own Wood^, 
or to grub up and manure any Wafte, without the 
Confent of his Forefters. He plae'd Forefters 
over the Countries, and made an unheard-of 
Foreft Law , by which many who had no hand 
in the Offences of others were put to Fine, thcf 
no way ally'd to thofe that were dead. Being 
never fatisfy'd at any Rate, he abolifh'd the an- 
cient Laws, and every Year made new ones, which 
he eall'd Affixes. He revived the ancient Dane- 
geld ; he preferred the Jewijh Law before Chriftt* 
anity, and accordingly took much Ufury. He 
drew Gold and Silver into his Chefts under Pre- 
tence of his Vow, extorting two Pence out of 
every Shilling. Being ill advis'd by Arehbi&op 
Richard, he Tuf&r'd the Coin to be debas'd, but 
at length hang'd the Debafers of it. To Foreign-* 
ers lie became tributary, but rob'd his own Peo* 
pie* He opprefs'd moft Men with Scut ages, Re- 
cognifances, and divers other Burthens. Being 
wholly intent on Gold, he hungered, thirfted and 
gap'd after it , and his Avarice (till rofe above 
his increafing Heap of Gold. He lon£ obftru&ed 
Elcdions to vacant Bifhopricks, that he might 
the longer abufe their Revenues. Radi Niger: 
I have given this jbameful Charge as I found it, yet 
cannot in Juftice but "warn the Reader to be cautious in 
crediting all be meets with in Hiftwians of this fort ; 
they have very often private Grudges, or natural Preju-* 
dices , which prevail upon them to inveigh bitterly 
againft the befi of Princes, and to magnify their moft 
inconfiderable Failings, much more fuch as are heinous 
enough in tbemfehes. 

B Att> 
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An. 1 189, King Henry dying left 900000 /. in 
Gold and Silver, befides Plate, Jewels and pre- 
cious Stones. Mat. Paris, p. 204. lin. 41. 

This indeed was immenfe Treafure in thofe 
Days , yet in my Opinion no Proof of the King's 
Avarice , as fome Writers endeavour to insinuate, 
hut rather a Vindication of him from thofe Slan- 
ders rais'd to fully his Memory ; as, that he rais'd 
much Money on Pretence of the Holy War, and 
then fquander'd it at his own Will ; for this feems 
to have been a Treafure laid up to carry on that 
pious Enterprize, either by himfelf, or by his Son, 
who performing that Journey, found it all too 
little for the Undertaking, and therefore ftill ad- 
ded to it by fuch Ways aid Means as we are 
now to fee in his Life. 

Thefe were the Impofitions we find of this fort 
during his Reign of 34 Years and an half; his 
other Revenues being fuch as have been mentioned 
above in the Reign of King William the Conque- 
ror ; befides which there were (Several other forts 
of occafional Taxes* which may properly be ta- 
ken notice of. There was frequently a Demand 
upon the Subjed towards building, or repairing of 
Cities, Towns or Caftles, and that was calTd 
Burgbote ; for building and repairing of Bridges, 
by the Name of Brigbote ; for an Expedition to be 
undertaken, and the Support of the Army, en- 
titled Herefare and Heregelt. Danegetdy being a Tax 
imposed by the Saxon Kings to prevent the Incur- 
lions of the cruel Danes, or rather a Tribute paid 
to them ; the which Duty imposed on the People, 
continu'd for many Years after it had ceased to be 
paid to that Nation, jthly, Horngdd, being an 
Impofition upon all Sorts of Cattle. By thefe 
and other Denominations the Kings then fupply'd 
their Wants, having full Power to do it of them- 
selves* 
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(elves, or at the mod by the Advice of their 
Councils ; the which Prerogative of theirs was af- 
terwards circumfcrib'd, as will foon be ftown. 

K. RICHARD I. 

SUrnam'd Oeur de Lim , or Lymis Hearty for his 
undaunted Courage, afcended the Throne on 
the dth of July, in the Year 1 1 8p. He is tax'd 
by Hiftorians with the three Vices of Pride, Ava- 
rice and Luft, but with very little Proof to make 
out fo black a Charge ; for they give us not one In- 
fiance of his Pride, but on the contrary, that he 
was magnanimous , and at the fame time affable. 
For his Avarice, there is as little to make it out ; 
becaufe tho* great Sums of Money were rais'd in 
his Time, they were firft for the Holy Wars, 
next for his Ranfom when taken, and laftly for 
his other Wars, and neceflfary Expences, having 
never been known to have hoarded up much Trea- 
fure. And then as to his Lull, tho* he was guilty of 
fome Failings with Women, it is certain he might 
be recfcon'd innocent, if compared with many other 
Monarchs , and even private Men. The greateft 
Fault he evidently appears to have been guilty 
of, was fome Undutifalnefs to his Father, wherein 
his elder Brother much exceeded, as did both his 
younger : However, that is no Excufe to him. Lee 
us now come to his Revenue, or what he received 
from his SubjeAs whilft he governed them. 

In the firft Tear of his Reign, being refolv'd to 
perform the vow he had made to make War againft 
the Infidels in the Holy Land, he apply'd himfelf 
diligently to provide Money for that Expence ; and 
in order to it levy'd a, Tax, pawned, fold and let to 
farm his Lands, Tolls, Cuftoms, and other Reve~ 

Da nues, 
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nues, with certain Counties and Offices, all which 
amounted to a vaft Sum. 

One Method he took to raife Money was by 
Fines, and accordingly Ranulf de Glanvill, Lord 
Chief Juftice, feveral other great Officers, and al- 
moft all the Sheriffs and their Deputies throughout 
England, having been convided of much Corrup- 
tion in the Adminiftration of their feveral Em- 
ployments, were not only difcarded, but feverely 
fin'd. So fays Matthew Paris. But Wtlliam\ Parvus 
excludes the aforefaid Ranulf de Glawvill 'from that 
Number, and fays, he laid down that Employ- 
ment voluntarily, to attend the King into the Ho- 
ly Land , being a wife and good Man. 

Hugh Pudfey, Bifliop of Durham, being very 
wealthy , the King fold to him the Manor of Seg- 
gefield, with the Wapentake belonging to it, as alfo 
the whole County of Durham , for an immenfe 
Sum, making him Earl as well as Bifliop of Dur- 
ham. 

The fame Bifliop gave the King a thoufand 
Marks to be made Chief Juftice of England. 

The Citizens of London prefented the King with 
a confiderable Sum, or perhaps bought with it 
their Liberties., which he granted them at that 
Time. 

All other Things that then came in his Way he 
alfo fet to Sale, as Jewels, Moveables, and what- 
foever would yield Money ; infomuch that many 
thought he had never intended to return, and fome 
togk the Liberty to tell him, that what he did 
was dishonourable to himfelf,. and prejudicial to 
his Succeffor. To which he anfwer'd, that it was 
neither diflionourable to himfelf, nor any Wrong 
to his Succeffor to make ufe of his own in time 
of need ; and he thought that Neceffity fo urgent, 
that he would fell the City of London, i£ he could 

meet 
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meet with one that was able to purchafe it- No 
doubt but that it proceeded from a good Difpofi- 
tion, that he chofe rather to fell all he had of his 
own, than to overburthen his People, on whom at 
that time he might have laid what Impofitions he 
pleas'd. 

Another Way he found to increafe his Stock, 
was the obtaining a Licence from Pope Innocent 
the third, to difpenfe with as many of his Subje&s 
as he thought fit, who had made Vows to go into 
the Holy Land, or taken the Crofs upon them. 
The Number of thefe being confiderable , and 
many of them wealthy, the Treafure rais'd after 
this manner was very great . 

The laft Shift at this Time, and moft grievous , 
was the making of a new Great Seal , and then 
proclaiming throughout all England, that all who 
had any Grants from the Crown under the for- 
mer, fhould come in and have them confirmed un- 
der this new Seal ; which, as may well be ima- 
gined, muft needs turn to great Account, none 
daring to hazard what might afterwards follow, in 
cafe they did not thus renew. 

What Sum was raised by all thefe feveraKWays 
and Means is impoffible to be afcertain'd, nor 
is there any gueffing at it. Whatfoever it was, 
fuch an Expedition as he then undertook demanded 
no lefs, and the Event fhow'd that all was rather 
too little. In his Return home, being taken 
Prifoner by the Duke of Auftria, and fold to the 
Emperor, that Monarch, contrary to all Right 
and Equity, demanded an exorbitant Ranfom to 
reftore him to his Liberty. It was agreed that 
the King (hould pay ah hundred and forty thou- 
fand Marks, befides all ExpenceSi before he was 
difcharg'd. Math Paris. 

D 3 For 
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For defraying of that Expcncc a Tax wa$ laid* 
being the fourth Part of the Revenues of all Per- 
fons, as well ecclefiaftical as fecular, for one Year ; 
like wife the fourth Part of all their Moveables, and 
twenty Shillings of every Knight's Fee. Befides^ 
the Religious Orders of the Ciftercians, and of $em~ 
pringbam, which had never before been liable to 
Impofitions, were oblig'd to give all their Wools 
for that Year, The Clergy gave their Gold Cha- 
lices, and much other Plate belonging to their 
Churches. John BiChop of Norwich gave the one half 
o£ the Value of the Plate in all the Churches of his 
Diocefe, and of whatfoever elfe belong'd to the 
Clergy. By this it appears how hard To fmall a 
Sum as 140000 Marks was then to raife, whereas 
Millions are now look'd upon as Trifles. 

In the 6th Year of his Reign, of our Lord 1 154, 
the King being returned from his Expedition, and 
Captivity, and quite bare of Money to fupport 
his Wants, reaffum'd all the Grants he had made 
before his Voyage to the Holy Land ; perfuaded 
the Ciftercians to give fo much of their Wool as 
would difcharge a great Debt he had contra&ed 
with foreign Merchants; and, after all, levy'd a 
Tax of two Shillings of every Hide of Land 
throughout the Realm, Ibid. 

The fame fixthYear,the Juftices Itinerants in their 
Circuits caus'd Inquifirions to be taken by Juries 
of Pleas of the Crown, both old and new, of Re- 
cognizees, Efcheats, Wards, Marriages, ^and 
all manner of Offenders againft the Laws and Or- 
dinances of the Realm, of all Tranfgreffors, Fal- 
fifiers, Murderers of Jews ; of the Pledges, Goads, 
Lands, Debts, and Writings of Jews that had 
been flain : Likewife Accounts of Sheriffs, and of 
the Lands of Earl John, the King's 'Brother, of 
his Abettors, he being then in Rebellion j of Ufa- 
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rers, of Wines fold contrary to the Affize, of 
falfc Meafures. The Jews were alfo appointed 
to enroll their Debts, Pledges, Lands, Houfes, 
Rents and PofTeffions. Inquificion was taken of 
Juftices, Bailiffs, Conftables, Forefters, and other 
Officers belonging to the King, to know how they 
had behaved themfelves in their feveral Trufts. 
Next, the great Seal having been loft with the 
Chancellor, who was caft away, a new one was 
made, and all Perfons whatfoever, who had any 
Grants from the Crown, commanded to have the 
fame confirmed by the fame ; other wife they (hould 
be of no Eflfeft. Idem. 

Befides all that has been faid, it was ordain'd, 
that there (hould bejufts and Tournaments through- 
out England^ for the better exercifing of Men 
in Martial Affairs ; yet fo that all Perfons (hould 
pay for their Licence, to bear a Part in thofe 
Exercifes, after the following Rates , viz. every 
Earl twenty Marks, every Baron ten Marks, every 
Knight having Lands four Marks, and fuch as 
had no Lands two Marks. 

Much Treafure was rais'd by thefe feveral 
Means, all that were faulty being fin'd ; all who 
had Grants for the new Seal, and all that exer- 
cised themfelves in warlike manner for their Li- 
cences ; but no Computation can be made of 
thefe extraordinary Levies. 

In his tenth Year, the King rais'd five Shillings 
of every Hide of Land- Hoveden. 

I find nothing more, than the fame as is above 
mentioned, in Mr. Madox's Hiftory of the Exc ke- 
qtier, relating to this King; but only that in the 
firft Year of his Reign , Ifaae, the Son of Rabbi 
a Jew, finM in 300 /. that he might be quit of his 
Part of the Tallage impos'd upon the Jews by 
King Henry II. 

D 4 In 
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In the third Year of the fame King, Jojfe, the 
Son of L/c, paid ioo s. towards the fecond Donum of 
1000 Marks charg'd upon the Jews. 

In this King's Time, the Scutage of Wales vpas 
aflefs'd at ioo s. per Fee* 

Sir Robert Cottons MS. in his own Hand, before 
quoted, fums up all the Impofitions under this 
King thus : Richard his (He&ry the fecond's) Son , 
fucceeding, commanded his firft Year a large Bene- 
volence from all his Subje&s, under the Title of 
Alms, becaufe he pretended it for the Holy Land. 
In the 2d, his Chancellor, Bifhop of £/;, impos'd 
upon every City and good Town two Horfes of 
Service, and two Hackneys ; and of every Abbey, 
2nd other Religious Houfe, one of either- Mat. 
Paris. In his 5th Year, his Juftices by that Ordi- 
nance levy'din his Abfence the fourth Part of all 
the Clergy and Nobility's Goods, and of the 
Ciftercian Monks the Wools. RaJ. CogJJjall. Hi- 
dage, under a new Name Tenententale, he impos'd 
at two Shillings every Plow, the third Part of 
Scutage ; and forced the White Monks again for 
Money to redeem their Wools. Walt. Covent. Rog. 
Hoved. His 6th Year, having in this Time, by 
Account of his Treafury, fpent eleven hundred 
thoufand Marks. John Everfden. Walt. Coventry. 
Ip the 10 th, he took again of every Plow Land 5 s. 
and feigning to have loft his old Seal, whilft he 
\yas Prifoner in Almaign, infore'd all that would en- 
joy their Lands or Liberties to fine for Confirma-r 
tipn under his new. Had. Cogjhall. Mat. Paris. 

Thefe Things are here repeated, as contain-: 
ing fome Additions to what was faid before : And 
it is worth obferving, that the great Sum (pent in 
fix Years, including the Expences of the holy War, 
and the King's Ranfom, amounts but to uooooq 
Marks, bein^ 7J3332 /. another nobble Inffancfc 
■' ■ ' ' of 
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of the Difference between Money rais'd then and 
(ince that Time. It may alfo be noted, that 'Sir 
Robert fays, the King pretended for the Holy Land, 
the/ he knew he a&ually went ; and again, that he 
feign'd to have loft his Seal, whereas it has been 
fhown above that it was caft away with the. 
Chancellor* Thefe are two Calumnies upon this 
King , and therefore deferv? to be taken notice 
of. 

The other Trad in the above often quoted MS. 
Vol. p. 9- to what has been already faid adds, 
that, An Dom* 11P4, Reg. y King Richard held a 
Council at Nottingham; wnerein he ordain'd that 
every Carucate of Land throughout all England 
fhould pay to him 2 s. which is by the Ancients 
call'd Tenemental. Afterwards he commanded that 
every one fhould do him the third Part of military 
Service, as he fhould impofe on each Fee, to go 
over with him into Normandy. Rog. Hoveden. Walt* 
Covent. 

Next he exafted of all the Cifiercian Monks all 
their Wool of that Year ; but in regard it was grie- 
yous , and intolerable to them to do fo , they 
compounded with him for a Fine in Money. Walt*. 
Covent. Rog. Hoveden. 

An. Dom. 1 155, Reg. 6. Hugh Bifliop of Lincoln 
gave the King for a Sables Mantle a thoufand 
Marks, which had been yearly allow'd him by his 
Predeceflbrs. John Everefden. 

An. Dom. 1196, Reg. 7. Hubert Archbifiiop of 

Canterbury, Chief Juftice of England, by his Mef- 

fengers made Suit to the King to discharge him of 

the Government of the Kingdom, fhewing that 

fce was not capable of governing both the Church 

juid Kingdom ; and having infpe&ed the Records, 

and examined the Accounts, made it appear tp the 

King, that he had within two Years laft paft 
* procur'd 
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procur'd nooooo Marks for his Service of 
the EngUJh Nation. Walt. Cavern, and Rog. Hi- 
veden* 

This is the only pofitive Sum we hear of rais'd 
in this King's Reign, all the others being no where 
cxprefs'd. The 1 1 o o o o q Marks amount to 
753332 /• for the two Years, that is, $76666 U 
a fear ; a Sum then thought very grievous ; now 
ten time j that is look'd upon as very moderate, 
efpecially jconfidering the Wars, and other im- 
menfe Expences that King had always upon hiiq 
during fyis fhort Reign. 

K. JOHN. 

UPON the Death of £ing Richard, his Bro- 
ther John, who had before been in Rebel- 
lion againft him and his Father, hailed over into 
England out of Normandy; and having corrupted 
the Arch-bifhop of Canterbury ', ?nd ^others both of 
the Qergy and Laity, with their Affiftanpe eafily 
ufurp'd the Crown from his Nephew Arthur, Son 
to his elder Brother Jeffry, whom it is believ'd h$ 
alfo afterwards murder'd ; for having feiz'd, and 
imprifonM him in the Caftle of Roan, he was never 
after heard of. His Reign prov'd fuitable to th$ 
wicked Methods by which he afcended the 
Throne, and endeavour'd to fectirc himfelf in it, 
we* Ufurpation and Murder. He liv'd a reftlefif 
Life, and made a wretched End ; and the Nation, 
which had fo unjuftly fet him up, to the difinher 
riting and Deftru&ion of the rightful Heir, groan'd 
under his Oppreffions during the whole Courfe 
of his Reign, being a continual Scene of Rapine 
and Slaughter* Being foon after his Coronation 
in Normandy, he never offcr'd to oppofe the French, 

who 
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who invaded and took from him the greateft Pare 
of that Province; whereupon moil of his Nobility 
forfook him, and he finding himfelf fo abandoned 
fled over into England. Hereupon picking a Quar- 
rel with the great ones, pretending that all his 
Lodes had happen'd through their Fault , he took 
from them the feventh Part of all their Moveables ; 
nor did he forbear exercising the fame Rapine in 
all the Conventual and Parochial Churches, being 
furnifh'd with proper Inftruments to put the fame 
in Execution, viz* Hubert, Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, who had bafely rais'd him to the Throne, 
among the Spirituality; and Geffry, the Son of Peter* 
Chief Juftice of England, who both fpar'd no Maa 
in the Pra&ice of that Extortion* This was in the 
Tear 1203. 

In the Year of our Lord 1204, being the fixth 
of his Reign, on the Day after the Circumcifion 
of our Lord, the King and the Nobility affembled 
at Oxford, where military Supplies were granted to 
him, viz* two Marks and a half of each Knight's 
Fee ; nor did the Bifliops, and Abbats, or other 
Ecclefiaftical Prelates go off without confenting to 
the fame* 

Thus Mat. Paris, where it is to be noted, that 
he only fays, the Magnates, that is, the Prime Men* 
or, Nobility met the King ; whereas Holinfhed, quo- 
ting this fame Author on account of this Scutage, 
calls this Affembly a Parliament; which (hows that 
he tranflates and quotes as pleafes his Fancy, there 
being no Parliament in thofe Days ; fo that there 
is no relying on his Quotations, as may be feen in 
many other Inflances. 

AnnoDom. 1208, England being put under an In- 
terdict, the King toqjc that Occafion to feize into 
his own Hands all the Temporalities of the Clergy 
throughout the Kingdom, committing moft horrid 
41 Rapine 
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Rapine on all the Pofleffions of the Church, and 
carrying away the Corn, and other Effe&s belongs 
ing to the Clergy. 

. Anno 1210, by the King's Command all the Jews 
in England of both Sexes were feiz'd, imprifon'd, 
and tortur'd; whereupon they gave the King all 
they had. One of them refufing to comply, was 
order'd to have a Tooth beaten out every Day, 
till he paid ten thoufand Marks. Seven of his Teeth 
were accordingly {truck out in feven Days, and at 
length the eighth Day, to fave the reft, he paid the 
Sum at firft demanded. So fays Mat. Paris ; Mr. 
Madox fays, the whole taken from them amounted 
to 66000 Marks. 

To what is above taken from Mat. Paris, I have 
this to fubjoin from Mr. Madox, p. 444. 

In the firft Year of King John there was an Ef- 
cuage of two Marks fer Fee. 

P. 421, In his fifth Year he had an Aid from the 
Prelates, unddr the Name of Donum Prelatorum. 

In the 9th Year, the Citizens of London flood 
charg'd 1000 L for a Fine toward? the King's 
yoyage. 

In the 1 2th Year, at Briftol, on the Feaft of All 
Saints, a Tallage was aflefs'd upon the Jews. To 
this Tallage Jfaac the Chirographer fin'd in 5100 
Marks, for hioifelf, his Wife, and Children ; and 
other Jews in their r?fpe&ive Sums. 

The Cotton MS. fol. p, fums up this. King's Ex- 
a&ions thus: He took in the firft Year of his Reign 
a Scutage aflefs'd at 2 Marks. In the 2d Year, 3 x. 
of every Plow. In the Year following, befides a 
Scutage as before, the 40th Part of the Revenues 
of the Clergy and Laity. In the 4th Year he took 
the like Scutage, and the 7th Part of the mqv? able 
Goods of the Baronage and Clergy. In th$ 5th 
Year, a $ cut age aifefs'4 at % Marks- The like in 

the 
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the 6th and 7th Years. In the following Year, twenty 
Shillings Scut age y and the 30th Part of Moveables, 
as well of the Church as Laity. In the 9th Year 
he exa&ed by Redemptions of the Concubines of 
the Clergy a great Sum. In the nth he extorted 
a grievous Tax, viz,. 140000 /. from the Clergy. 
In the 1 2 th, a Scut age y aflefs'd at two Marks, befide 
an Exadion of 22000 /. from the Ciflercian Monks* 
In the 13 th he took a Scut age ^ aifefs'd at 20 s. 
for the Army of Scotland, and another at 2 Marks, 
for the Army of Wales. In the Year following, he 
exa&ed from the Minifters of the Church 400000 
Marks. And in the idth, the Sewage was aifefs'd 
for the Army of Poitiou at 3 Marks. Thus in 
the Space of 1 7 Years the State was delivered but 
three from Impofitions. 

The MS. at/o/. 145, in Leland's Hand, tells us 
as follows of this King's Reign. King John daily 
more and more ravag'd not only Ecclefiaflical Per* 
fons, but alfo his Barons, Knights, Citizens, and 
BurgefTes, {tripping them of what they had feveral 
Ways. Hence enfu'd a War between the King and 
the Barons, which only ended with the Death o£ 
King John. Mat. Paris* in his Jbort Hiftory. 

Anno Dom. 1210, Reg. 11. King John returning 
out of Ireland, caus'd all the Prelates, Abbats, Pri- 
ors, Abbeifes, Templars, Hofpitallers, Wardens of 
Townfhips of the Order of Cluni, and other foreign 
Orders, of what Rank or .Dignity foever, to af-* 
femble before him at London, who were all com- 
pelled to fo grievous a Ranfom, and Dilapidation of 
the PofTeffions of the Church, that the Sum of 
Money fo extorted is faid to have amounted to 
1 00000 /. Sterling. Mat. Paris. 

The White Ciflercian Monks in England, befides 
all others, contrary to their Privileges, paid 40000 L 
in this Tallage to the King, whether they would 
ox no. Mat* Paris. Th* 
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The Jews likewife were oblig'd to a moft heavy 
Ranfom. Idem. 

Anm Dom. 1211, Reg. 12. King John exa&ed 
two Marks of Silver of each Fee of every Knight 
that had not been in the Army in Wales, Idem. 

AU the Servants of Abbats and Priors, of what 
Profeffioo foevcr, were by the King's Command 
regiiter'd. Rad. Coggefoak. 

The fame Year the King again feiVd the Barns 
of the Clergy. Idem. 

Anno Dam. 1212, Reg. 1 3 . The King again ac- 
cused the Ciftercians, that the Earl of Thoku/e, who 
had marry d his Sifter Jone y had been ruin d by 
their Council and Affi fiance; in Reparation of 
which Damage heexa&ed 22000 /. Idem. 

The fame Tear of our Lord, the Archdeacon of 
Huntingdon, being imprifon'd, gave the King 22000 
Marks to be released. Jo. Evtrefden. 

The fame Year ftill, King John extorted Certi- 
ficates (torn all Religious Houfes, and Clergymen, 
wherein they by Force teftify'd, that they had vo- 
luntarily given him all that he had by Violence 
fbre'd from them. Mat. Paris. 

Anno Dom. 1213, Reg. 14. During the time of 
the Pope's Intcrdid, King John by his Officers 
damnify 'd the Churches to the "Value of 400000 
Marks. Mat* Paris, in his Jbori ffiftory. 

Anno Dom. 1215, Reg. 1 6. the Citizens of London 
conceived much Hatred againft King John, on ac- 
count of many unjuft Exa&ions with which he had 
continually harrafs'd them* Mat. fpeftmonaft* 

At the fame time the noble William 4 y Aubigny 
was released out of Prifon, after having ranfbm'd 
himfelf for a Fine of 6000 Marks. Mat. JVefimmaft,, 

Anno Dom. 12 id, Reg. 17. Walo, the Pope's 
Legate, gather'd Procurations throughout all Eng* 
land, without any Companion for the Church and 

Clergy, 



Tax ii under all Denominationf. 47 

Gcrgy, which had been impoverifii'd and brought to 
Defolation in all Parts ; and he extorted 50 j. for 
each Procuration from the Cathedral Churches, and 
Religious Houfes. Mat. Paris, in his fiort ttftory, 
and in the great. 

He alfo fequefter'd all the Poffcffions of the Clergy 
and Religious Men, who had aided, abetted, or 
fupported the Barons againft their King, and con- 
verted the fame to his own^and the Ufe of his Chap- 
lains, Mat. Paris. 

This fame Tear, the Barons being idle, and do* 
ing nothing, the King ceas'd not daily to bring in- 
to his own Hands their Caftles, Towns, Men and 
Poffeffions, whilft his Officers in feveral Parts quite 
ruin'd all the PofTeffions of the Barons. Mat. 
JVeftmonaft. 

King John rendered himfelf odious to many, on 
account of the Tribute fry which he held the 
Kingdom in continual Servitude. Mat. JVeJbnomfit 

K.HENRY III. 

Succeeded his Father King John, as rightful 
Heir of the Crown, in the Year 1 2 1 6 ; for * 
tho* his Father ufurp'd the Crown from his Nephew 
Arthur y when the faid Arthur was dead, he was 
the next lawful Heir, and fo his Son after him. 
He reign'd 56 Tears, and odd Months. 

The Cotton MS. quoted in every Reign, fol gl 
fums up the Taxes rais'd by this King in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz,. In the time of H* HI. upon 
the Clergy, Nobility and Gentry there were af- 
fefs'd 15 Scutages; one at 10 s. two at 20 /• eight 
at 2 Marks, and four at 40 s. the Knights Fee. 
The Land of the inferior twice tax'd, firft at 2 s. 
after at two Marks the Plow, and two Tallages 

upon 
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upon the Lands of the Crown. From out of th& 
Subje&s moveable Goods hath been taken five timei; 
as* the 40th, the 30th, the 20th, and the 1 5 th Parts, 
and once the 16th of the Clergy for the King. A 
Tenth he nine times impos'd upon the Church, fix 
times for a Year only, and by itfelf, once accom- 
pany^ with the firft Fruits* once for three Years* 
and once for five ; befides two Aids, the one mo- 
derate* the other calfd an heavy Exa&ion, and 
worthily, if to the 800 Marks impos'd upon St. 
Edmund's all the other Abbeys were rated accor- 
dingly > and by the Account made of his Impofi- 
tions on the Jews, he received in the time of his Go- 
vernment of them 402000 Marks. And as in all 
the %6 Years of his Reign, excepting five, either 
the Church, or Commonwealth, were charg'd with 
Contribution Money to relieve the Expence of 
War, fo were they griev'd with other Exa&ions, 
either for Carriages, Vi&uals, or perfonal Attend 
•dance. In his 26th Year, the Inhabitants oiWin- 
chelfey were enjoin'd to furnifh ten good Ships, and 
large, to go over to PoiEiou upon the King's Service ; 
and at another time for twenty, Dunwich y and 
7pfwich five apiece, and the other Ports proportio- 
' nabiy, att at-their own Charge : For the fame Year* 
and for the fame Service, there were tranfported 
100000 (Quarters Ifuppofe) of Wheatjjooo of Oats, 
and many Bacons. The Church not forborn in 
thofe Charges ; for from Winchefter 2000 Quarter* 
of Wheat and Oats, and one thoufand of Beans 
were taken, the other Bifiiops and Clergy bearing 
their Parts of Vi&uals in the like Exa&ions; as one 
Wave follows upon the Back of another, fo England 
appear'd like an incxhauftible Well. 

In the 1 2th and 14th Years the King levy'd 
Soldiers for his Wars beyond Sea, collcfting for 
his Army of every two Hides or Plow Land two 

Men 
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Men with a good A x (I f*Pf°f* a faith* Ax) and 
to bring Vi&uals with them ; and thofc for whofe 
Services the King difpens d, whom the King would 
have flay in their own Countries, to contribute to 
the Victuals of thofc that went for 40 Days; com- 
manding the Sheriffs to fwear all that remained be- 
hind him in England under Arms, in the fame man- 
ner as they had been fworn in the Days of his Fa* 
ther King John. By which Ordinance of King 
John, all able Subjeds, from Youth to decrepit Age, 
were bound to arm themfelves, and be in continual 
Readinefs, from Night till Morning, for fo the 
Record is, to attend the King's Pleafure. 

In the 1 4th Year of his Reign he fent Orders to 
the Sherifis, that they ibould caufe the Men fo 
fworn to come to the King's Army, bringing with 
them Coats of Male, Head-pieces, &c> and to fuch 
as negle&ed this Service, he fent his Writs, repre- 
hending them at firft in a fevere manner, and after- 
wards fining them to their Abilities or Tenures. 
Anno 26, he took of William de Umfrevil to quit him 
from paftng over into Gafcmj too Marks, and (0 in 
Proportion of many others* 

The MS. fol. 80, of Sir Robert Cottons ovpxJ£and« 
King Henry his 2d 1 ear impos'd two MAfCson every 
Fee, Red Book; and the 3d a Tallage on the jfews $ 
Jo. Everfden ; Rot* Clauf. m* 3 H. 3. 2 j. in the 5th 
of every Plow Land to fupport his Eft ate; and the 
Year following twice Scutage, once at to s* then 
at two Marks the ^night's Fee. The. fValfingham 9 
Jo. Everfden. In the 8 th, of every Plow Land of the 
Clergy half a Mark, of others 2 s. which the Re* 
cord calls a Voluntaty Subfidy. Rot. Pat. 8 Hen, 3, 
Mat. iVefim. In the 9th, 2 i. Carucage of every 
Plow Land, two Marks of every Knight's Fee, and 
the 15 th of all the Moveables and Revenues of all 
Boroughs. Rot. fat. an* 9 H. 3- Mat. IVeftm. \n the 
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ioth, a 15th Patt df all the Goods of the Church 
and Laity ; and for confirming the great Charter, 
he took a fifteenth in the nth Year. Rod. CogJhatL 
The next he took 5000 Marks of the Londoner s, be- 
tides their 15 th ; fo of divers Boroughs, as of North- 
ampon 1 200 /. Mat. Weftm. Then changing his Seat, 
he infore'd all to renew their Patents, under a Fine. 
In the 14th, this King took two Marks of every 
Knight's Fee, and the Pope's Legate a Tenth of 
the Clergy. In the next, he impos'd large Sums up- 
on the Churchmen, and Jews. Mat. fVeftm. The 
17th, 40 j. of every Knight's Fee, and of Move- 
ables the 40th Part. Everfdenin his Regifier writes 
down the manner how it was coHcfted* Iri the 18th, 
20 i. Scut age; and in the 20th, two Marks of every 
Plow Land, by the Name of Carucage. 
• Twice in the 2 2d Year he took of all Move- 
ables the 30th Part, and the Year following 40 s. 
t>f every Knight's Fee* In the 24th he took the third 
Part of all Debts due to the Jews, a fifteenth of all 
his Sub/efts Goods affefs'd by the Juftices Itinerant- 
Jo. Everfden. The Pope the fame Year a 1 3 th of 
all the Clergy ,rated by his Legate. Of fuch as went 
not in this RingV Service into' Gttfcony, and held in 
ICapite, he took 20 s. The Compofition that divers 
then made remains yet on. the File Rolls. Rot* 
Clduf. an. 16 H. 3. He impos'd an Aid upon the 
Prtmnftratmian zndCt/lercianMQnks in the 26th Year 
tff his Reign for thefe Wars, and 40 s- of every 
Kftfgbt's Fee. The following Year he tax*d the 
Jews at 20000 'Marks, and levy'd Victuals in Eng- 
land upon the puWick Ch&rgejto maintain his Army 
in France* Jo. Ever/dm* In the 2#th his Son Edward, 
for Maintainance of the Wars in Foreign Parts* 
iripoi'd upon the trijb a Scrbfidy, with Provifo 
ihat it fhould not be made a Precedent. The Fa- 
ther In England commanding that all . Merchants 

Money 
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Mohey put to Ufury ihould be fcii'd to his U/e, 
and their Bodies imprifon'd, raifikg . a Tallagd 
through Walts > and impofing great Sums upon* the 
3fatw,and Londoners fixing the City the nfext Year, it 
1500 Marks, and all that ferv'd in Knightg Feei 
at 20 /. the Fee, for Hurrying his Daughter. Jck 
Ever/den. In the 30th, 40 s. Scutage for the Siege of 
Glaunvelt Cattle ; and in the 34th be exa&ed great 
Sums of Money of the Londoners, and others, under 
the Name of New Years Gifts. A Tallage, by the 
Name of Cornagium, he impos'd to be yearly levy'd 
by his Itinerant Juftices in the }6th Year, Communis. 
in &ac. H4 3 . Rou 1 5 • Oft the Londoners he affefs'd 5000 
Marks in his 38th Year; and the next kept all the 
Lands of all vacant Religious Houfes, to pay hit 
Debts. Again of the Londoners, in the 40th Year* 
he took 3000 Marks, znd of the Jews 1000, bind* 
ing the Houfes of Religion to. pay his Debts unto 
the Pope, the Sum being 250000 L the Inter eft 
amounting to 100 /. a Day* The Citizens of Lon- 
don were once more the fucceeding Year tax'd at 
5000 Marks ; and in the 42d, 40 s. Scutage impos'd* 
being the eleventh in this King's Time. Mat* 
Weft. Jo. Ever/din. Befides an Aid of all his Sub* 
jc&s, for which he promised to fettle the State of 
the Kingdom with Speed in Order. Pat. am 42 i£ 
j. 2 Mail The 44th he took the 30th Part of 
the Clergy's Goods, and 3000000 Marks of the 
King of France for the Releafe of Normandy. Tlnn 
Wtdfingbam. He aflefs'd on the Clergy a 10th foe 
6 Years, and cook the loth Penny of the Laity id 
the y 1 ft. Jo. Ever/den^ Ran. Ceftrenjis, To ftrrnifli the 
Prince in his holy journey, he tax'd all his Subjects 
with the ijth Part of their Goods; and Tallage 
of all the Demefne Lands of the Crown. Wak.S$ 
borne. Clau[. an. $j ft 3. infchedula* 

E 2 Anno 
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Anno Dom* 1225, King Henry ztChriftmas held 
his Court at Weftminfter, the Clergy and People, 
with the great Men of the Country, being prefent. 
When the Solemnity was over, Hubert de Burg, the 
King's juftice, in his Name acquainted the Arch- 
bifhops, Bifhops, Earls, Barons, and all others, 
with the Lofles and Wrongs the King had fuftain'd 
in the Parts beyond the Sea, whereby not only 
the King, but alfo many Earls and Barons were 
outed of their Inheritances; and whereas many 
were concern'd,the Affiftance of many was neceflary* 
He therefore ask'd of then* all both Advice and 
Aid for recovering the Rights of the Crown of 
England. For performing hereof he thought it would 
be fufficient, if the 15 th Part of all Moveables of 
the Clergy, as well as the Laity, were granted to 
the King. This Propofal being made, the Archbi- 
(hop, and Bifhops, Earls, Barons, Abbars, and 
Priors, having taken it into Consideration,. anfwer*d, 
That they would readily comply with the King s 
Requeft, provided he would grant the Liberties fa 
long demanded* The King defiring the Money* 
contented to what the Nobility ask'd, and Char- 
ters being accordingly writ and feal'd were fent 
into all the Counties of England; and to thofe Li- 
berties which are within the Forefts two Charters 
were fent, the one of the general Liberties, and 
the other of the Liberties or the Forcft. Thefe Li- 
berties were the fame we now call Magna Charta, 
and Charta de Forefia y both which this King two 
Years after, viz,. Anno 12 27, made void, alledging, 
that having been granted when he was under Age 
they were not binding. 

At the fame time the King made a new great 
Seal, and ordered that all the Clergy and Laity 
fhould bring their Grants, or whatsoever Muni- 
ments they had from the Crown, to be feal'd there- 
with, 
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with, or elfe they fhcmld be of no Effeft. By this 
Pra&ice he rais'd a considerable Sum of Money ; 
all which was thought to be done by the Advice 
of Hubert de Burg, his Juftice, and great Favourite. 
Anno Dim. 1231, King Henry kept his Chrtftmas 
at Lambeth. After which, on the 7th of the Calends 
of February, the King met the Prelates and Nobi- 
lity of the Kingdom at Weftminfter, where he de- 
manded a Scutage of three Marks per Fee of all 
that held Baronies, as well Clergy as Laity. Richard 
Archbi&op of Canterbury, and foflie Bifliops oppo- 
fing, the Matter in relation to the Prelates was put 
off till a Fortnight after Eafter. All the reft, as 
well Laity as Clergy and Prelates, were for the 

King. 

Anno 1231, The Bifliops and other Prelates, 

with the Nobility of the Kingdom, met the King 
at Lambeth, at the Exaltation of the Holy Crofo, 
where they granted to him, to difcharge the Debt 
he had contra&ed with the Earl of Britany, the 40th 
Part of the Moveables of the Laity and Clergy, 
as the fame had been after the Harveft in the (aid 
King's 14th Year; for the better undemanding 
whereof we will here infert the King's Letters di» 
, reded to the Colle&ors for levying of the (aid 
Duty- 

Henry, by the Grace of God j£ing of England, 
to Peter de Thaney, William de Culewuyibe y and 
Adam FitzrWilUam y C&]\e&ox!& of the 40th Penny, 
Greeting. Know ye, that the Archbifliops, Bi- 
(hops, Abbats, Priors, and Clergy, having Lands 
which do not belong to their Churches; the 
Earls, Barons, Knights, Freemen, and Villains 
" of our Kingdom, have granted to us, as an Aid, 
i* the fortieth Part of all their vifible Moveables, 
*' as they. had them on the Morrow after the Feaft 
" of St. Matthew in the 14th Tear of our Reign ; 

E- j " mx« 
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** vii» of Corn, Plows, Sheep, Cows, Swin£ 
Breeds of Horfes, Cart Horfes, and fuch as arc 
" appointed for Wainage in Manors ; excepting 
•* c fuch Goods as the Archbifliops, Bifliops, and 
** other Ecclefiaftical Perfons have of Parifli Chur- 
u ches, and of other Prebendary Churches, and 
Prebends, and the Lands belonging to Prebends, 
and to Parifli Churches. It is provided ftrgCne- 
n ral by our aforefaid Lieges, that the aforefaid 
* c fortieth Part be thus aflefs'd and colle&ed, irit. 
x% that there be chofen of every Townfhip four of 
* r: the beft and moft legal Men, together with the 
u Chiefs of each Townfhip, by whofe Oath the 
u fortieth Part Gfall the- aforefaid Moveables be 
u rated* and afl'efs'd upon every one, in the Pre- 
' fc fence of the Knights Afleflbrs appointed to this 
%c Effeft ; and afterwards upon the Oath of two 
u legal Men of the fame Towns, the 4th Part of 

* -aH the Moveables, the aforefaid four Men, and 
M Chiefs have,* ftall be enquired into and aflfefsy ; 
*? ^and it (hail b< exa&ly and plainly regifter*d m 
* c .whofe Barony * or Baronies each Town ftands, 
5 C ; either in J>art. or in the whole. And when the 
**' 40th Part fliMl be affefsM, and redue'd into wri- 
te ting, a RoD of *11 the Particulars of each Town, 
" and every .Q>unty,.fhall be deliver-d to the 8t«- 
tVf -ward of every fearon, or the 'Steward's Attorney, 
* ,c "or the fteififf of the Liberty, where any has a 
< u Liberty, w£. ; that the Baron, or the Lord of 
* c the Liberty ! haayy and be entitled to colled the 
'*' faid 40th flirt, ind diftraiti- to recover it, 4 but 
** if he will flbt* : «*r cannot, the Sherifls (hall make 

'I'm- ""*■ * — • 

V the faid Difttefsy ft) 'that they receive nothing 
" V from it, but that* all the aforefaid 46th Part be 

* delivered to the aforefaid Knights Aflfeffors in 

* the greateft and fafeft Town of each Cotihty. 
*. And q( each Town, 3um, op Total, Tally (ball 
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be flxu^k between the Baron's Steward, or his 
Attorney* or the Stewards oi the. Lord of the 
Liberty, and the afbreiaid Afleflors. And the:. 
" Money feall be depoiked by the fame Aflcflbrs. 
<c in feme fafe Plaqe of that Town; fo that the« 
u Affeflbrs have thek Seals, and their Locks and; 
" Key? on the afore&id Money ;, and the Sheriffs 
a in like manner their Seals, and Locks and Keys, 
" And. the AileiTars {htU fend Rolls of the Mefo 
c< ment of the 40th Earthy them; .of all their Pro* 
" gnefs*: A^d in like manner, when chp faid Money 
tf {hall be colle&ed • by thepi, they ft^U fend theip 

V Roll* r to the Exchequer of their Receipt, and the 
'* stforefaid Money ifcatf ise kept in the Places wherfe 
** deported, till .by. .our Command it (hall be 
* c brought to the Afcu "Temple of London, But nor 
* thing Jkall be taken; by the way of the 40th 
w Part from any Man," who has not the Value of 

40 d..at teaft of iuch moveable Goods. We 
" have appointed youto aflefs the afore&id 40th 
Part in the County. x>f Hertford, and we Jure 
ordet'd. our Sheriff of Hertford to. caufe to come 
before you by our Command all the People of 
the Towns in his County, upon certain Days, and 
? in fuch Places as yon {hall fignify to him; and 
" that they, be affixing and obedient no you in *1 
€C Things that appertain to the faid fiufine& 

V FanfweL 

f About this fame time, the Ring being inform'd, 
that Hubert* his late Chfcf Juftice, badfecur'd muck 
Xreafqre in the Hands of the Knights Templar *> 
demanded the fame of them, which tfaey refused to 
deliver without the Owner's Confent ;. whereupon 
the King fent to him, and he readily order'd the 
iame to he deliver'd. The fame being brought in- 
to the Royal Treafore, there was found an in** 
menfe Quantity of Silver and Gold Plate, befides 
q&uch Money, and abundance of precious Stones* 

£ 4 the 
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the real Particulars whereof, if related, would fcem 
incredible. There wanted not fome then who were 
Enemies to Hubert t and took the Liberty to per- 
fwade the Ring to put him to Death, as a Robber 
of the Public k ; but the King being better tem- 
per *d anfwer 'd,he would rather chufe to be reputed 
fooltfh and remrfs, than cruel and tyrannical, with 
much more in Favour of him, and fo orderd all the 
Lands bis Father had given him, or which he had 
purchased, to be reftord >to him. 

Anno Dom, 1237, Reg? 2 1, The King kept his 
Chriftmas at IVmcbefier^ from whence he fent his 
Writs of Summons to all the Archbifbops, Biihops, 
Abbats, and Priors inftallM, as alfo Earls and Ba- 
rons, to meet on the O&ave of the Epiphany at 
London, about the weighty Affairs of the King- 
dom. In this Aflcmbly the King demanded a 
thirtieth Fart of all Moveables throughout all 
England, which, after much Altercation, upon the 
King's confirming of Magna Cbarta> and all other 
Privileges, was. granted, excluding from it every 
Man's Gold, and Silver,. Arms and Horfes. Yet 
this Condition was annexed, that the Money col- 
lected fhould be for fome time deposited in Abbies, 
and other Places of Safety, that in cafe the King 
fliould recede from his Promife, it might be re- 
itor'd to the Owners, 

Anno Dom. 1240, The King fent his Juftices 
Itinerants, who taking their Progrefs through all 
Counties belonging to the King, and correding the 
Offences of many, under Colour of doing f uiiice, 
colle&ed a very great Sum of Money for the lavifh 
fcing's Ufe. 

Anno Pom. 1241, The jfyws were corapellM to 
pay aoooo Marks, under Pain of being bani&'d, or 
tp fuffer perpetual Imprifonment. 

Anno Dom- 1243, The Citizens of London were 
£$jnpeP\i to pay a large Contribution to the King, 
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The fame Year, the wretched jfcw were again 
pat to a very heavy Ranfom ; infomuch that, to 
omit others, Aaron of Tork alone paid four Marks 
of Gold, and 4000 Marks of Silver. The King re-* 
ceiv'd the Gold of every Jew, whether Man or 
Woman, with his own Hands ; the Silver was re- 
ceived by others. He alfo extorted Gifts from the 
Abbats and Priors, in fuch manner, that if what 
they offered did not plcafe him, he reje&ed it, and 
they were oblig'd to enhance their Offering rather 
than incur his Difplcafure. 

Anno Dm. 1 244, The Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral (for m Mention is jet-found of any Commons) 
granted to the King, for marrying of his eldeft 
Daughter, 20 /. Scutage of all that held of the 
King m Capitt y to be paid the one half at Eafter % 
and the other at Michaelmas. 

The fame Year, the King of his own Authority 
extorted from the Londoners 15000 Marks. 

Still this fame Year, the King rais'd very great 
Sums of Money, by fining all that had any way 
encroached upon his ForeAs, or othcrwifc offended 
in that fort. Robert Paffekve was the Advifer 
and Carrier on of this Extortion, by which he 
rais'd many thoufand Marks, and grew greatly 
into the Royal Favour. 

Anno Dom. 1246, Reg. 50, The Londoners were 
again compell'd to pay 1000 Marks by the Name 
of a Tallage. 

Anno Dom. 1 249, Reg. 3 3,, The King demanded 
New Years Gifts of all the wealthy Citizens of 
London, and by that means received feme Supply. 
Yet afterwards the fame Year he compell'd them 
to pay 2000 /. as another Contribution. Befidcs 
this, tome fmall Sum he gathered by downright beg- 
ging of the Nobility and Prelates. 

Amto 
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Anno Dom. 1250, Reg; 34, IVaitir Chfford, bne 
of the greateft of the Engltjh Barons, was- land 1 009 
Marks, for his Infoience in feizing.a Meflenger of 
the 'King's, and compelling him to eat the Letter* 
he was carrying, with all the Wax that was at tht 
Seals. The fame Year the jfewt, being convi&ed of 
many abominable Crimes, were alfo iin'd to the 
utmoft of what they had ; inforauGh : that Aarm 
the Jew, of Tork, paid 14000 Marks, beiides a 
Prefenp of Gold to the Queen '; and the fame 
Aaron protefted to Matthew Paris,* the Author c£ 
this Hiftoty, that finee? the King's Return out of 
France, he had paid to. him 3000a Mark? Silvery 
and zoo Marks of Gold to the Queen. : Yet not}? 
pizy'd thofc People ; Uecanfe, befides aU other their 
enormous Villainies, they were very.) frequently 
prov'd to be falfe Coiners, and Forgers of Seals and 
Writing!* » t ~. ■ -. ; . 

Anno D*m. 1 2 53 , The Lmdtiners again oompell 'A 
to pay 1000 Marks. 

The fame Year the Clergy granted to the King 
the Tenth of all the Revenues of the Church for 
three Years, towards his intended Journey to the Ho- 
ly Land ; the Nobility then giving him ft Scutagc, 
*t the Rate of three Marks per Fee.. For which 
Grant he mod folemnly fwore to obfervftthe great 
Charter of Liberties beforeaflentcd to by King 
John his Father. . 

Anno Dom. 1257, & e g* 4 1 * Matthew Paris having 
all along bitterly inveigh'd againfl this King's Pro- 
fufenefs, and Extortions, tells us that his whole 
Expence during the faid 41 Years, or, as he terms 
it, from the time he began to be the Dilapidates 
of the Kingdom, being fumm'd up by . knowing 
Men, amounted to o&ies centum MiUm Marcaruw, 
& centum & quinquagima MiUm. Manarum, quod eft 
horrible cogitatu; that is, eight hundred thou fan d 

Marks, 
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Marks, and an hundred and fifty thousand Marks, 
'Which 16 horrible to think. So he exprefles it, but 
why in two Sums I know not ; yet reducing them 
into one, the whole is but 950000 Marks, 50000 
(bort of a Million of Marks in 41 Years* Obferve 
now, that in the End of the Reign of King Richard 
it was fa id that Hubert^ Arcfabilhop of Canterbury, 
frow'd that King, that in the Space of two Years 
he had raised for his Service 1 1 00000 Marks. If 
fo, it follows that King Henry had 150000 Marks 
Ids in the faid forty one Years than King Richard 
had in two Years; and then all this Clamour 
agairtft King Henry mult be prepofterous. If by 
the Expreffion, from the Time he began to be the 
Dilapidator of the Kingdom, he means a fixortcr 
Time, ftill that muft be. fuppos'd to be above 
two Years, and! fb fch* Account will again fall 
much ftort of • that under King Richard- It is 
true, he adds that the Kingdom of England never 
received any Benefit by that Expence, but rather 
fuftain'd Lois ; and Dr. Wans in the Matgih calls 
this the Sum of the King's ufelcfs Expenses ; 
whence rauft be inferred, that this Money was ail 
lavifh'd and fquander'd, in the Judgment of Mat- 
thew Paris > who being a private Monk was not a 
proper Perfon to decide wh$t became the Dignity 
of fuch a Monarch, as may be feen by his bitter 
inveighing againft him for his Generality to his 
Brothers by the fame Mother, as if it were a 
raoft heinous Crime for fuch a Prince to raife 
Perfons fo near to him in Blood above the other 
Nobility. But enough of this. 

AnnoDom. 1257, the Clergy granted the King 
42000 Marks upon certain Conditions ; but whe- 
ther thofe Conditions were performed, or the 
(aid Sum paid, does not appear* 

Ann* 
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Anno Horn* 1258, the Citizens of London, beiitj 
charg'd with feveral Enormities, weie fin'd an< 
Othcrwifc puniih'd* 

Anno Dont. 1159, Reg* 43, The Ring being 
reduc'd to cxtream Want, and accordingly difabled 
from recovering the Lands taken from him and 
his Father by the King of France, fold his Right 
to the Dutchy of Normandy and the Earldom of 
Anjou to him for the Sum of 300000 Livres 7W- 
nois in ready Money , and Lands in Gafcmy to be 
reftot'd of the yearly Value of 20000 Livres of 
the fame Money. Upon this Contraft he re- 
fign'd all Claim to thofe Provinces, and accor- 
dingly in his Titles left ont thpfe of Duke of 
Normandy y and Earl -of Anjou- This being no 
Money rais'd upon the Subjeds might have been 
pafs'd.by in this Place; but it is fit to be taken 
notice • of to (how how low that Prince was 
brought, fince he ftripp'd himfelf of the Claim to 
fuch Dominions to procure a neceflary Support for 
his Family. Whether all the Fault were on his 
Side, as Matthew Paris inculcates, is much to be 
doubted ; tHere being much Reafon to believe, 
that the Subje&s, who had always Money enough 
to fquander in fupporting their Rebellions, and 
other Extravagances, might as well have contribu- 
ted towards keeping him out of fuch Streights. 
* That they were not innocent plainly appears, in 
that both the King and the Barons having referr'd 
all their Differences to the Arbitration of the 
King of France, and folemnly engaged to Aand to 
his Award, when that was given, and. found to 
be in Favour of the King, the Barons immediately 
flew from it, and actually rofe in Rebellion- 
- The Pqpe alfo then efpous'd the King's Quarrel ; 
fo that the Barons were adjudged to be in the 
wrong by thofe two Judges, chofen by themfelves* 

and 
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and as Foreigners, and no way concern'd in the 
Controverfy, the more impartial ; and yet thofe 
Men would ftand to no Judgment but their own. 
Thus much from Mat* Paris, who is apt to men* 
tion Sums given the Ring in feverah Places in fuch 
manner, that it is doubtful whether they were the 
fame, or repeated Grants. He alfo is particular ip 
the Demands made by the King, and the Aids 
conditionally promis'd, but will not determine 
whether they were ever rais'd. 

Having done with that Author, the next (bore 
Account of Taxes injpos'd by this King is from 
Mr. Madox's Hifiory of the Exchequer, being all 
I find in him. 

About the third Tear of King Henry the third 
a Tallage was impos'd on. the Community of 1 the 
Jems. 

In or about his thirteenth Year, he had a Grant 
of Scutage, at the Rate of three Marks for each 
Knight's Fee. p. 422. 

In or about his 20th Year, the Archbtfhop?, 
Bifhops, Abbats, and other Ecclefiaftical Perfons 
granted him an Aid of two Marks tfut of each 
Knight's Fee belonging to them. lb. 

Aaron the Jew, of Tork, gave do Marks to be 
quit of a Tallage afiefs'd in the twenty firft Year 
of the King's Reign. j». 152. 

The twenty fifth Year of his Reign a Precept 
was fent to certain Jews of Exeter, to take care, 
at their Peril, about levying and anfwering to the 
Crown their Contingent of the Tallage of 20000 
Marks aflefs'd on them, at the Terms appointed 
for that Purpofe ; and the like Precepts were fent 
to the Jews in other Parts. />, 152. 

In or about his twenty iixth Year the Bifhops 
granted him another Aid of 40 /. per Fee. 

In 
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In or about his twenty, eighth Year, the Jew* 
made Fine with the Crown in aoooo Marks/ 

/. IJ2. 

About the fame Time was aMb impos'd upon 
the Jews a Tallage ©f 60060 Marks, #♦ 

(In the twenty ninth Tmr of his Reign) An Aid was 
rais'd for marrying his eJdeft Daughter- /. 412- 
(This was .20 s. Scutage of all that held of him in 
Capite.) . 

The Bifbop of Hereford paid 1 j /. for ij Fees* 
whidi he acknowledge. 

1 In Hamp/bire, the Bifho'p of Winchefier paid do K 
for fixty Fees, which he admitted, and flood 
charg'd with 14 /. 10 r. for fourteen Fees and atl 
half, which he difown'A 

The Abbat of Winchcumb in Gkucefierjbire, 40 * 
for two Knights Fees. 

The Prior of Coventry was charg'd 10 /. for ten 
Knights Fees. 

The thirty firft Year of his Reign he ha4 
an Aid for his Voyage to Gafcoigne. p. 423. 

The thirty fifth Year, the whole Body of thff 
Jews in Eigland flood charg'd with 5000 Marks 
of Silver and 40 Marks of Gold for a Fine* 

p. 154- 

In his thirty feventh Year, an Aid or Vintifme 
was granted him, the Total whereof was 31488 /, 
17 j. 10 d. eb. This is the firft I here meet 
with that has the Amount of it fet down* 

/M 2 4« • 

King Henry had alfo an Aid to marry his Sifter 

Elizabeth to the Emperor, being then two Marks 

out of every Knight's Fee. p. 412. 

Likewife an Aid, to make his eldeft Son 
a Knight , of every Knight's Fee 40 s . 
/. 414. . 

The Scutage of Biham in his Reign was affefs'd 
at 1 o s. per Fee. The 
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*The Scutage of Poiftou at 40 s. per Fee* 

The Scutage for the Kings firft Voyage to 
"Britany at thret Marks per Fee. 

This is all 1 find in Mr. ' Madox during this 
King's Reign, wherein arc forae Particulars worth 
obferving, as the Sums paid by certain Bifhops 
and Abbats for their Knights Fees , and the 
Amount of the Vtntifme, or twentieth Part* in the 
thirty feventh Year of the Reign. 

Island's MS. in the Cotton Library, Cleopatra* F. 
VI- Fol. 145, comes next. 

Amto Dom. 1217, Reg. 1, Upon the withdraw- 
ing of Lewis the King of France's Son out of 
England, the King had a Scutage granted him 
of tyo Marks on each Knight's Fee. Jo. Everf- 
den* 

Lewis, having bdrro w'd of the Citizens of London 
5000 Marks, by reafon of his great Poverty, rc- 
turn'd into France. Mat* Paris. 

The Bifhops, Abbats, Priors, fectilar Canons, 
and many of the Clergy, who had been aiding 
and advifing to Letois, being depriv'd of ill their 
Benefices by Gualo the Legate, were oblig'd to go 
to Rome* Mat. Paris. 

Hugh Bifliop of Lincoln returning into England 
was oblig'a to pay to the Pope io^o Marks, 
and ico to the Legate, to be fettled in his 
Bifho'prick. lb. The fame was done by other 
Bilhops and many of the Clergy. ( Note, that 
ibefe were Sin Offerings for their being in Rebel- 
lion. ) 

Anno Dbm* 1220, Reg. 4, The King had 2 s* 
tof every Carucare in England, for the Support of 
his State. Tho. Walfingham. 

Anno Doth* 12 21, Reg 5, The King befieg'd 
the Orftte of Biam, at which Time he took 
10 j. Scutage of every Knight's Fee. Jo. Everf- 
deru The 
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The fame Year, after the building o( the Ca- 
ttle of Montgomery in Wales, the Nobility granted 
the King two Marks Silver of every Knight's 
Fee. Mat. Paris. Jo* Ever/den. 

Humphry Bobun, Earl of Hereford and Effex, paid 
196 Pounds and one Mark, of the Scucage of 
Wales in the aforefaid fifth Year of the King, for 
EJfex; and J2 /. and half a Mark for Hereford sand 
23 /. for Gloucefter; and paid as much of the fe- 
cond Scutage of Wales, in the tenth Year of the 
fame King, for his Lands in the fame Counties ; as 
like wife in the Scutage of Wales in the 16 th Year 
of the King. Out of mofl ancient Rolls. 

Maud Counters of EJfex, towards the Aid for 
marrying King Henrys Daughter, 51/. in. 3 d. 
as is exprejs'd in Rot. 50. 

Anna Dm. 1223, Reg. 7, The Kin? of Jeru- 
falem arriv'd in England, to treat with King Henry 
and the Nobility about the Relief, of the Holy 
Land. The King, with the Advice of his Coun- 
cil,publi(h'd a general Order throughout all England, 
of what each Earl, Baron, Knight, and others 
were to give* Rad. Coggefhale. Bap the fame is mote 
expresfly in Walt. Covenu as follows . # Provifion 
was made by the general Council of the Kingdom 
for Relief of the Holy Land, that every Eari 
fbonld give three Marks, each Baron one Mark, 
each Knight 12 d. and every Houfekeeper one 
Penny. Walt. Covenu 

An* Dom. 1224^ Reg. 8, There was granted to 
the King, as well by the Prelates as Laity; in 
Consideration of his great Trouble and Expence, 
Carucage throughout all England, viz,. 2 s. of every 
Carccate. Mat. Paris, and Mat. Wefim. 

Scutage was alfo granted to the King at the 
fame time, that is, after the taking of the Caftle 

of 
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of Bedford, wx. two Marks for each Knight's Fee. 
Jfo. Ever/dm. 

Anno Dom. 1 225, Reg 9, There was a general 
Tax of the fifteenth Part of all Moveables, and* 
Chattels, throughout £*g/*tf4 as well on Clergy 
and Religious Men as on the Laky * M*u 

Wefim. 

Anm Don*. 1226, Reg* 10, The Barons of 
England granted to King Henry the fifteenth Part of 
all Moveables, and Chattels, in England, for 
Confirmation of the Liberties which his ^Father 
King John had before granted, and confirmed by 
his Charter, at Rsmemtie. had. Goggefbale. 

Amte Dm*. 1227, Reg. 11, The Citizens of 
London were compelled to pay to the King 5000 
Marks, not without much muttering* and many 
Curfes. Mat. Wefim* 

He alfo took of them the fifteenth: Part of all 1 
their Moveables, and of all their Subftance, a* 
had been before granted him by all England* Mat. 
Wefim. 

From die Burgefles of Northampton he took an 
Aid of 1000 I. befides the fifteenth paid by 
all the Kingdom to no purpofe. Matthew 

Wefim* 

The Religious Men and benefic J d Clergy were 
alfo eompell'd to pay this fifteenth of all their 
Goods, as well Ecclefiaftical as Secular, nor did 
their appealing to the Pope avail them. Idem. 

The fame Year, the King being then come to 
Age, he made a new Seal* Then wis itfignify'd 
to religious Men, and other*, who were willing to 
enjoy their Liberties* that* they muft renew their 
Charters under the Ring's new Seal, for that the 
King look'd upon their former Charters as of 
no E&&. For the which renewing, they were 
not rated according to their feveral Abilities, bur 

F oblig'd 
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oblig'd to pay wbatfoever tbt • Jufiice thought fit. 

Idem* 

Amto Dom. 1*29, Reg- 13, Stephen, the Pope's 
Chaplain , and Nuncio , for retrieving of the 
Treafure the Pope had loft, &c. exa&ed all the 
Tenths . of the. Churches , without deducing 
Charges, throughout England, Ireland, and Wales, 
and by the King's Permiffion recovered the fame* 
Mat. fVtfim* & alt}. 

The. fame Year the King receiv'd Scutage, two 
Marks of every Knight's Fee Jo. Everfden. 

Apuo Dont. lz^q , Reg. 14, The Archbifttop^, 
Bifliops, Abbats .and Priors throughout aU Eng- 
lmd> at the . kin g^ .Demand, gave no {malLSum 
of Money, towards recovering of his Rights in 
the Parts beyond the ;&a* Mat. fVeftm. &c. 

The Citizens of London were oblig'd to con- 
tribute very largely towards that Affair. 
Idem* .» ...'.«. 

.-. The Jews* alfo Vory fpecdily paid .the. third 
Part of what they had. Idem. 

Jfrm Q$m. .1*5,1* J&ftg, 15, The King exa&ed 
Scutage, tyw Marks of every .Knight's Fee, frond 
all that held Baronies, as. well the Laity * as the 
Prelates ; Richard, Archbilhop of Canterbury^ $8& 
fome other Bifhops, in vain oppbfing itl- Jo. Everf- 
den, ,&€. . j ■ > ,. 

Anno Dow, 1232, Reg- 1 6, The King, again 
took Scutage y 40 /. of each Knight s Fee* 
Idem. 

The, fame Year, there was granted to him, 
for Payment, pf the -Debts he had contra&ed on 
account of;tftp Affoir in Britany, and due to the 
Earl of Britany, thje., for tiecfo Part of the Move- 
ables pi^te ; fc(bops, t Abbats> Priors, Clergy,* and 
Laity. Mat. TVefttn* &c H (&$ the manner of col/ettmg 
tpis faftffih Partabwf-l,.^ 0: , :• > • - ' . 

jl Amto 
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Anm Dom*'£i33;i Reg. ] ijylTAic ;Kiiig Itffd a 
ficutage oa thfe Englifbi >at..20'S'. r the .Kniglitts 
Fee, 3^ Ewerfdeni *-:. --.*!/. , ; : £ . v ; 

- Anno Dam.' *i$%i ^gcip.ipuhe King tookCa- 
rucage, at two Marks' the. *Gaarucate> to xnarrjrrhis 
iiifter Elizabeth .- to .; the i E&peror :, * . uporj whdfc 
Wedding the 'King, paid; : 'down - 3.0/0 -p.© 
Marks. i .; •,•:!! . . . . -• ir 

#0*0 Df jh... 1^37; -.Reg.* bv ;The King exafted 
the thirtieth Pare jof all .. the . .Moveables: .fa the 
whole Kingdom^ Mat. Wefltn..&c., . 

The fame year. again the: thirtieth Part of 
Moveables was granted .to the King; Mat. Paris. 
( Tbefe two faxes'. are.dauitJefs only one and the. fame, 
repeated over again by. that Author , there,. being m khir 
Jibeod that the fame Iwpofition jhculd happen twice in 
the fame Year ; and, as- 1 have \kefor$. ehferv.dy the faid 
Writers is often guilty of fuck. Repetitions*). .\ j. x 

Anno Dmm uij #, Reg*. 22,. The. King, took Scit- 
,tage, 40 \r. >o£, every Knights Fee^ Jo. Mmfr 

Jen. • ' / . » .•-...; t#.r;; 

-4«»o D«». 1,23$), Reg. 23 j Thewi£tihed:3femb 
to their great Oppreffion and Corifufion, pauLjtc* 
the King the third: Part of all tliey had, as-wjell 
in. Debts as in Chattels, that th£y might' for , fame 
time enjoy their Lives .and Peace*. Mattb. 

-'jtnno Dom* 1240^ Reg. "24^ The Bifhops* acjd 
the NobiJiry , . in ? the .Frefehce. of tb$ Legate^ 
comfflain'd of fonriry Qppreffions, and daily ^ J)q- 
folations brought updn the Church by the Kiflg's 
evil Council ; aid hlam'd the King, for, extortitfg 
the. Goods of the Church by feveral Argument 
and detaining them many Years ia his own Hands, 
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The King dent his Jufttces Itinerants throughout 
England, who, under Colour of Juftice, coUe&ed 
a vaft Sum of Money for the King. Idem. 

Atmo Dcm. 12419 Reg. 25, The Jews were 
compelled to ranfom themtelves at a moft grievous 
Rate, paying 20000 Marks, at two Terms within 
the Year, under Pain of being baniih'd, or firffe- 
ring perpetual Imprifonment. Idem. 

Anna Dm. 1242, Reg. %6 % The Barons told 
the King, that they had often granted him Aids 
jfince he had been their Lord, viz* a thirteenth. of 
their Moveables, then a fifteenth, a fixtcenth % 
and a fortieth, Carucage, Hidage, and divers /S£tf- 
tages, and afterwards one great Scutage to marry 
his Sifter, the Empcefr* Afterwards, before four 
Tears were elaps'd, or thereabouts, he again ask*d 
an Aid of them, and at length, with many in* 
treaties, obtained of them a thirtieth Fart. Befides, 
they well knew that fince then, he had fo many 
Efcheats , viz. the Aichbiihopnck of Camerkmy, 
and feveral of the richeft Bifliopricks in England, 
and the Lands of Earls, Barons, and Knights 
that held of him, and were dead, that if it had 
been carefully laid up, he muft have a very confir 
<lerable Sum of Money by him from only thofe 
Efcheats. And yet farther , from the Time of 
the afbrefaid thirtieth Part given, the Itinerant 
Juftices had not ceas'd to take their Progrdfes 
into all Parts of England, as well upon Foreft 
Pleas, as all others ; fa that almoft all the Coun- 
ties in England, all the Hundreds, Cities and 
Boroughs, and almoft all the Towns had been 
amerced ; fo that what by thofe Amerciaments, 
and what by other Aids before given, all the 
People of the Kingdom were fo opprefs'd . and 
impovertfh'd, that they had little or nothing left 
them. Mob Paris* 

The 
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The fame Tear the King impos'd a Scutage, ac 
40 s. the Knight's Fee. Jo. Everfden. 

Provisions were alfo tent the King out of Eng- 
land into France, viz,. 10000 Load? of Wheat, 
and 5000 of Oats, with as many Bacons, and 
no fmall Sum of Money, as if England had 
been an inexhauftible Pit. Mat. Paris. 

The King, fell into fuch Poverty, that having 
extorted a Scutage, and mifpent all the Treafures 
and Donatives beitaw'd on him, and invented Ex* 
tortious, Tallages, and other Colle&ioiis, he con* 
trafted great Debts in Gafconj at this Time, not- 
withftanding he had in the aforefaid Scutage ex* 
a&ed three Marks of every Knight's Fee, to the 
great Grief of the EngUJb People* 
. Anno Dm. 1^43, Keg. 27, More Money was 
drein'd from the Citizens of London. Mtmh. 
Paris* 

The fame Tear the King fore'd from the ipoft 
miferable Jews a very great Ranfom in Gold and 
Silver, infomuch that he had from only Aaron* the 
J*w of York, four Marks in Gold, and 4000 
in Stiver. He alfo had rich Gifts from the Abhats 
and Priors. Idem. 

The Nobility of England agteed to grant the 
King an Aid to marry his cldeft Daughter, wc« 
%os. for evierjr Knights Fee, of all that held of 
the King in Capite, the one half to be paid at 
Eafter , and the other half at Mfckaefmas* 
Idem'. ^ v 

The King again extorted from the Citizens of 
London 1 500 Marks* 

Anno Dons, ijulj, Reg* %9> A Scutage of +x. 
of every Knights Fee was given the King, on. 
account of the Siege of the Cafik of Gannon ia 
tVafa. Jo. Evcrf&n. 

F } Anno 



held at Lo^o^^her^in die- King asking ah Aid 

vni^rtpt&t^d^ ^d -endeavout'd" tb qualify the 

Natiofr with feit'Promifd^ t>at beitig -deny'd any 

Supply, he f fold f hfe ' Futtuttire W > t he Loniofkrs^ 

fiinim^«h6^ 1 Abbat^Kof * St.Afedtountfs~bury -i'zoof 
Marks. .'Vu. ! ; .u*.r. .; '!' •'-!.■ •;•..' ■ ^ .>i 

jr&tffc #**- t*4#^*g.' : 3$, Thfe* King' detaian- 
4eA&t* <Years ©ifes^ all- the- ^ealthieft Citifceas? 
o£J:»H&»i- Thfr City*' being trftt^ opprefs^ gav« 
hito>ioba/. awl ** fhe-famW thne fudh Thing* 
a8-wete' exposed Hcy^SaJe^ efpeciafty ''MMhat:-be-* 
lofig'-dj*** '&titig'' a Hri4 drinking -Weft! takdn-u^fotf 
Jw&I0fe/-l -''^rt^M v;j7--» ° ?.i^'' ./:■■;: ■•„ . 

^ff/70 £fow. i 2-ytflK Reg' 24, ' J 4The> i^r> ttetq 
again .. tax*<£ and ^uftir es lent flit SVer £hgtm& tQ 
difc&tfer whatf^^)? they-fcadJ' ;f: '^ : h* .iv\N 

The King extorted Money on all Hand** 
&<rw©ll- frbitt fe'ft«^\W:Qirifh*an 'Siib)ea^ a* ftom' 
^te^iftfentUcA^tha^one only 7*tu>-\tfhofe Name 
tfris rfatf% p'aM nf^b-Matks/aricl> T t : ooo6 Pfccei 




from beyond the Seas, 30000. M^tfks of §& very 
Stdi IflW^lftk^f^old • to^tHe <£ueen/ (Note, 
t&tf ^^Uih^pMt'Mttth^ 'Paris, ' anti<noMh& 
3&&W ?*8^i^ trae, they 

Hfiuliytft ^'faintyjkive emitted M&fibs vffucb MH 
mm^rin&hfeMs i&ft&ible'itet MtfaU Jew; J0Qp2d[ 
have been able to pay fo great a Sum as 30000 Aftw&d 
IbJkktfto'tte'lftttfM kdds 200 Mttfks to de -giteen, 
after having juft above /aid he gave* ih&ao Pkcet ofirfrld, 
to the Xty&M'i ft* t ^ Rt tfx'are&fh gU& Z.ofs w^findiubai 
'fkofe.t.c&oo counter' xBhgff tfoivhdfetfony Und a$ other 
timet, amounied'ontyltQ -200 Mtirfo. '->*Ihuv either lb* 
MSS. mufl be very erroneous y or flj&«Mltthfcyr- Piris 
didtwt much regard what hi ur/V, pwuided it were **** 

\ : * . ■ iuriom 
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jurious 1 to the Rhig; for indeed* he< feems id x have'been 
intern ufon nothing more 'than ^vilifying of him. For d 
farther Demonflration of his Way of writing, after hef 
has fujjicientfy inveigh d ' ctgairtft the Papal £paorti6ns 3 
which as not belonging to the SubjeEt in Hand are here 
emitted, lie ieUs us> that the Revenues of the Alien Clergy- 
in England amounted In ) above 70000 Mdrks, whereat 
the King* real Revenue dttdMei rife to 'the" 3d Part of 
that Sum. r Accordingly* that Monarch's Revenue could 
fiance arrive to 233 33 M&rjksi or 15554?, '-'-a rmfefable 
Pittance- for fuclr a 'Monarch, and plainly evinbing thai 
his Wars and other- neceffary Expendes muft* needs requiri 
very la^ge extraordinary Contributions ia enable him' any 
way tojub/i/l. •' ; * '- • '' •-..!,*..- <> 

• Anno Dom* 1253, Reg. 37, The r Londoners coin* 

pell'd to gke the King iotto Marks.* A * •• ? 

The Sherifls,* and othfcrOfficers^of ^"the King) 

pillaged -all they eotild xxpori any Gcdafibh *; and fo 

many; were attending 1 the King's Rapines mEngland^ 

ihat I think it dangerous to name them V for they 
eiVd of poor People, arid efpeciafly of Trader* 
frbm one Place to another/ Horfes;* G&rtsj Wines* 
Provifioifc ? ' Cloth, Wax, and othct* ^eceffariefc 
Sfill ihffami Mat** Parh* -^ » • - : ' *- A : '■" ">s 
,; There was granted' to the Krng the^tenth of 
Ecck^ftital ReVenkesfor ; three Te^-s tft, itjohk 
Everfden fcas it, for five) as it Wtife for ^j&'RdiSf 
6f th^floly tafid; Kit h S^as ra "flicfc dta&he Kine 
fright: •fa»c? f K2? : S» Eimtimi fatig^&fily arid 
jipulitt. Mat.' VPkftnu £M : y6: Evetfdht* - V/ • '•»■•• A 
•*' Amo'bbm. 1*54,' Reg. ,38, ^hfe/rtiill^iibftanee 1 , 
that had been befort^eff'thc toifetalfle ^Pubs; wai 
taken ■frorkt'hem. • 0? ° j - f:: .'' \ <*<^ ;/ * 
The King paild hfrD&af, and thc^ grov^iitg 
tipofc ''Hieta; out fef th^ReRmifS x 6f Bi&xraricks and 
Abbiesr Jfefti lie! h&'^kiis'll fctebffiifcht 'inti 
the Exchequer* 
^ ; - F 4 ,. *^fiw 
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Am* Dm. 1255, Reg* 39> The King caused 
the Londoners to pay 3000 Marks upon fojne flight 
Qccafion. 

H- exaded 8000 Marks of the Jews, under the 
Penalty of being hang'd* (Thefe two ExaBions bein 
the fame Tear, from the fame People, and only ffohtnif 
hy the fame Mat. Paris, y^w again to be a Miflake, or 
a Repetition of the fame, under two fever at Denomina- 
tions*) 

The King furore that the Sum he flood indebted 
for amounted to 200000 Marks; and if he ftould 
(ay 300000, he fhould not exceed the Truth. 

A Computation being made, the yearly Revenue 
of Edward, the King's Son, amounted to above 
15000 Marks- (Qbferye, the peat Sum of 1 poop /• a 
year for a Kings eldeft Son:, And again, homo could he 
pfford bis Son iqooq I* a year, when, as is faid above, 
his own whole Revenue was hut 15554 l * a l* ar •*) 

The King forcibly took away the Money, depo- 
sited at Durham. 

This Year died the npbJe Baron, the nobleft and 
the wifcft of all the EngUjb Nobility, Warm do 
jMuncbenfy, whofe Will is faid to have ^mounted to 
700000 Marks. (This Baron was. worth fucb an int* 
puenfe Sum, at the fame\ time tbm the King , was denyd 
the haft Aid, by reafon, as was pretended, <f the great 
Poverty of the Barons.) 

Peter Btihop of Hertford, at the King's Inftiga* 
tion, bound^dmoft all xhc Religious Houfes in 
England, w™tb*r exempt ; or not exempt, to the 
Merchants of Sens ^nd Florence, the lqflfer from 
joo/. to 200 Marks, the greater from 300/. to 
400 Marks, and fome to 560 ; and the Church of 
$t f Edmunds-bury in 700* Jp. Ewfdm- 

Anno Dom. i%%6, Reg. 409 The Citizens of 

&ndvn again paid a Tallage of 509 Marks. 

All 
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All the Sheriffs in England were amere'd to pay 
fire Marks each. 

4nm Dam* 1257, Reg* 41, The Treafure of 
Earl Richard (the Kings Brother) was computed to 
amount to fo great a Sum, that he might fpend 
100 Marks a day, for the Space of ten Years, 
without reckoning the Revenues accruing to him 
daily from Germany and England. (By this he mufl be 
worth 365000 Marks, that is, 243332 A which again 
fbgrvs bvm rkb the great mes then were, notwitbflahding 
all the Clamours of Extortions from the Crown % ard of 
their being reduced 10 Poverty by them.) 

The Poffeffions of the Biflzop of Ely were pillag'4 
by the King's Officers* ; 

The Kipg asks an Aid for his Son Edmund; and 
when they granted and ofier'd him 5 2000 Marks, 
he would not accept of that confiderable Gift. '\ 

The King affirm'd, that with the Advice and 
Affiftance of the Pope, and Church of England^ 
he had oblig'd himielf towards gaining of the 
Kingdom of Sicily, under the Penalty of forfeiting 
bis own Kingdom, in the Sum of 140000 Marks, 
befides the Intereft, which daily ran on* 

He alfo obtained the Tenths of all. the; Clergy 
for five Tears ; as alfo the firft Years Income of 
all vacant Churches, for five Years. (This muft be 
the fame Grant before mention % and now again repeated!} 

The Prelates of Englandgr&nted the King 42000' 
Marks, to the great Lois and Detriment of the 
Church (m the Judgment of Mat. Paris.) 

The King at this time caus'd Scutage to be coir 
lefted throughout England, taking 40 s., of every 
Knight's Fee, Mat. Weflm. and , Jo. Everfden. 
This was the 1 ith Scutage fince the beginning of 
hi; Reign* 

Anno £hm. 1258, Reg, 42, The King, to appeafe 
the Pope, paid to him joq Marks. 

Ann$ 
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AmioDonr.1159, Reg. 43V A genetkl Gbtye&ioq 
pf Money was. made upon #11 the- Clef gy of Eng u 
land, as well exempt is norpcempt,- iit. the thir- 
tieth of all Ecclefiaftical Revenues, and the* Arrears 
of Tenths, and other thirigscontain'tf ih'the Wri- 
tings of the Bifliops, in'orjler to pay otf ilte'Quin- 
dene of St. Mtchael "npxt .cnfuing 't& 'the-; 1 three" 
Bifcops of Batb y Ely and jRotbefier; whrf hAH bound' 
themfelves at the Court* of Rome in the Sum of 
5500 Marks for the King,' to flop thcr Sentence of 
Excommunication. Mat. IVeflm. 
, r The fame Y,ear, the fongof France having paid- 
Xb the'Kiiig of 'England 300000 /. and,ptomis\i to 
jeftore Land$,to the Value qli 'iobdo'LivreS/ayeat^ 
Ririg Htmy'rAz&e a'ifabfbliire Resignation to him 
6f afi theLinds th&in tfce King of France's HandjC 

•; Apn6 DctnS i?6a> Reg. 48, The Bifliops, to 
$pbortW Earl of leiceflfr againff AWens, rais'4 
a Tehkh^bf Spirituals frdm^Religiotr^Honfes, ■• arid- 
Re&ort 6f } Pari(hes. Mat^We^\7%is^'as not fori 
}ut 'again]! their Kittg,' for- they Sad 'fiill Mbneyto carry 
on Rebellion.)"! '" ' ""'' r - : ' ,: ' •*.•••.** 

/. Annt tibm: nft,. Reg.; 49^ The ( feii1g ;i hating 
fihxrnion'd' thi^Parli^inetft 7 to : medt orf <he- Nafivitf 
of the Bleffed Virgin nfyiktii/kr,> He indfrfc Sony 
ind 5 'other\CG(urtie«,- ejetbt^d-mucli Mohe^ fttom^ 
almoft all'the-jBwgM Priilawii (a that theyhad near 
966 Marks froto the Chrt&f of- 'St. EdAittiid'rhur}/ 
, The Xondbners, haVingtdfcfett Part with s Eari* Simm* 
againfltfre KIrig, were fain'to purchafe their Peace 
at the Pdce'pf ;toooo Jy^arks. Jo. Evetfdefr. \ 
: Anno -Dm** 1 2 66, Re^l V°> 'The- Pope- granted 
the King the Tenth of iiKthe Eccfefiaftical Reve* 
nues in England* .according to their real VaUiej for* 
three Ycte. : - > '£vv'fM.- : . : ' '-"^ - ' ' 
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* Wilier Gijhorne fays thefe Tfenths were grantdd 
for fix Years. Of the Laieyi'thfc 20th Penny was 
given to the Kih'g at this fame fcirae.'- Ran. Ceftrenfs 
" ' ^*»to Dctw. 1 2^, Reg. ; f y;' Tfie Ring receiv'd 
tile 20th Parr of vail the; Goods in England.* iThus 
it is in an andent Hiftotyritt ' the Hands 06 3^^* 

Anno Dom: 1370, -Reg. 5^4* T^ince Edward went 
away to ^ro»,/ witiv-a great Miiijbenof -Soldiers* 
He'j*t out inr Summer that Year^: and a .thirtieth 
Penny was gjyemthroughbuthall England upon this 
|>iottiOccafion.-J^5i/r. Gifbortti. , •■••:> 

- Thus ends Ldandfs MS. and 'wirh-k -we will 
Conclude this-Kingfs long -Reigty whofe j greatef^ 
$tfisfartiine it j$-*ha* Mat; Pmte w^s his contend* 
rary, and writ his Life at largest which has muclt 
fttliy *d tHat Pi meek Reptautkw), moft'Mw having 
a f great -Venerationifor that Authortfornth^fafce <# 
hM »oontinual rd$*dg, which j$ generally ivery ac* 
tfcplabJei/ qctwjthftattding-tliHtj als hasbeea' hinted 
Jbeftre, if the^ii would' give thentfeives the TroubUi 
ta examine htm impartially,, they would eaffly find 
many grofs Errors ittfeim. -• ■ ~r::;t,1 \ . . * :</! : 
,L|toi<the bettor lattderftandmg^Svhat the Valiit:of 
Money was intfeafejpaysy wfciflids very nsecfeffitry 
*ow9rds jadgingrofnche ^Vaiuerxff what was;!thefl 
jtfc$iv/d by theKJing, no better- FUcobrfe c*w be 
Jtaadvthan to -the .Statute Jofuw yift-Yaarof/Hing 
ii%ffip-.tHe Third fof the Aflifenbf 'Bread and 'Beer? 
fltftare the Wei gto of thp feveratSortsW Bread ii 
afoeotairiM'in:Pi©pdi?tiori tcpthe;Rrice of the Corn* 
^!lb^^hac>ft(^pwmahvi® iado t$; theoParpofe in 
Hand, it. will && ^tffix:ien£<' Dpdnate^ the -Price of 
Wheat, which i£ there fet down from * x. the Quar J 
ter to iz s. By which it appears, that Wheat it the 
Gheapeft was a&ually fold for 1 j. the Quarter, 

d the deareft Price then known was 12 s. the 

Quarter. 
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Quarter. So great a Difproportion between that 
Time and this would almoft feega incredible, were 
not the Authority of the Statu teJUU preferv'd entire, 
an undeniable Teftimpny of the Tmith of it* At 
this Time, if Wheat happens to fall to 20 s. the 
Quarter, the Farmers, and even the Gentry, think 
themfelves all undone ; and the loweft they will al- 
low to be a living Price, as they catt it, is 40 *♦ the 
Quarter. Every Man may fee the vaft Difference. 
Again, . the fame Aft dire&s, that when a Quar- 
ter of Wheat is fold for 3 /» or 3 *• 6d. and a 
Quarter of Barley for 20 J. or i j. and a Quarter 
of Oats for 14^. then Brewers in Cities ought and 
may. well afford to (ell two Gallons of Beer, or 
Ale, for a Penny ; and out of Cities, to fell 3, or 4 
Gallons for a Penny. 

Farther, By the Confent of the whole Realm of 
England, the Meafure of our Lord the King was; 
made, that is to fay, that an ExgUh Penny, call'd 
a Sterling, 'round and without any clipping, fhall 
weigh 3 2 Wheat Corns in the midft of the Ear* 
and 20 Pence do make an Ounce, and xa Ounces 
& Pound, and 8 Pounds do make a Gallon of Wifle* 
ind 8 Gallons of Wine do make a London Buikel, 
which is the 8th Pan of a Quarter. 

Here we fee there was clipping in thofe Days 
as well as the Defcription of the Coin, the Weights, 
£nd Meafures, all of them Particulars well worth 
remarking, and whatfoever appertains to the three 
laft of thofe things very pertinent for the Readers 
pf this Treatife, as leading them into the more 
>erfe& Knowledge of thofe Times, and accordingly 
)f the Difference between then and now* 
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K. EDWARD I. 

I N G Henry the Third departing this Life in 

the Year 1273, his Son Edward, the firft of 

the Name, was proclaim**! King ; but being then 
abfent in the Holy Land, the Nobility, with the 
Queen's Approbation, appointed Juftices to govern 
the Nation till his Return, and other proper Offi- 
cers under them. He was in the 34th Year of his 
Age when he afcended the Throne : And, as to his 
Character, Waifingbam (ays, he was difcreet in the 
Management of Afiairs from his Youth, addi&ed 
to martial Exetcifes, by which he gairi'd greater 
Renown abroad than any Chriftian Prince of his 
Time; of a great Soul, impatient of Wrong, re- 
garding no Danger when he fought Revenge, and 
Set eafy to be appeas'd by Submiffion. Advice 
eing fent to him into the Holy Land of his Fa- 
ther's Death, he hafted home, and was crown'd the 
next Year. 

We will begin, as to the Taxes rais'd by this 
King, with Sir Robert Cottons MS- above quoted, and 
(6 proceed to the others. His Words ate; 

Edward his Son (Henry the Thirds) fucceeding, im- 
posed the Hrft Year a Tallage per Capita, appoint* 
ing Commiffioners to fee it levy'd. Pat. an. 1 E. 1. 
Jo. Everfdeu. The next, he took a Tenth from 
the Clergy, exiling all Ufurers, under Confifcatkm 
of Goods, and Bodies Imprifonment. Clauf. an. 2 
E. 1. And of the Jews he levy'd for Tallage 5000 
Marks the Tear fucceeding. Clauf, an* 3 22. i» 
In the 4th Year he tax'd his Subjedsat a fifteenth,and 
the Jews at $ A a Head. A Tallage- Jo. Ever f den. 
A Tallage through Wales he affefs <d the 6th Yean 
Pat. 6 E. 1, And 40 s. Scutage the next. Comma- 
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nia 7 E. i, 40 x. he took of every Knight's Fee th£ 
13th and the ryth. Rot* 4. de Term. Pafcha. On 
the Jews He impbs'^i iSbob Marks ffcr Redemption 
of their Ufury. John Everfden, Thorne. The next; 
Year he fearchU.onfc Day JlUhe Religious Hoitff* 
and took to his^Ufe the .Money 1 and Plate. Jb_ 
Ceftmfis. The . Lords .by tbemfelves, without the 
Commons, affefs'di for: tjW Ring, J»he 18th Year, 
iuch a Levy. as King H. IIL rais'd for .Marriage of 
his Daughter. Jn* f Everfdw* And in the 1 2th, the 
King, charges the. Clergy with a Tenth for fix ftte 7 
ceeding- Years. Had. . Ceftrenfis* The -Abbeys Are 
again fe»jclvd in the 22d,and the Lands of the Priors 
AUstt? fe^'d into the King's Hacds. ,J$. Everfdex. 

The Times AjCceeding this PrinceVKeign afibrd 
Examples of this fcind of Sovj«e<gj> , Power more 
rarely than before* ftp* ^afliamwts.^e^omingmotie 
frequent, almoft annually (apply *d the King. 

This is all Sir Robert Cotton Ifys of this Keign. 
Thejipxtis.th^St/o/. (54.. •;...., 

The.fitft kdwdrdyatis 1274, for Maintenance. of 

Weljh Wars, took of every KnightV Fee 5:0 
Marks, and large Stuns of att .his* Cities and 
Boroughs by. way of; Loan ; the Prdportibn ofZwf 
don being, then 89,00 M?rks. And. in the. Year 
1283, t6 fupply all. Wants of \ his tf&ljh Wars, he 
took by Force all the Pope's Treafurss here away* 
And for his laft Wars in JPkJes t 1285, took 40 x* 
Scutage,- and after/in £he Year 1 2J94, ieiz'd all the 
Revenue of the Priors AJiens,to help opt that Charge 
of. War? leaving the Monks to a Sripwd qf 1 8 d* by 
the Week. '.:.'./.. ., > 

. The firft of SubjVfts Contribution t>y Parliament* 
towards the Najipjvs Pefence, I obferve not before 
.the Year 1283, when the Coffipons gave to, Ed- 
ward I, the 30th Part of aU their Moveables; and 
that the Clergy s>i Quitfrfarj Dioeef*, for twa Years, 

gave 
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gave the 1 20th" ;Part of their Revenues f arid for his 
Wars in JSafcouy, an^ liSp, the Clergy gave half, 
the fixth the Boroughs,and the tenth the Gommotfs 
of all the© Goods, to that Purpofe. Jp.^Everfden* 
An. 1 25*4, half of the Clergy the King obtain^ 
which by,the*Rate of the laft Tenths amounted to 
j 00000/. and after, for the like Occafion, i'i$i\ 
the Boroughs granted the fev*nth> the Commons the 
eleventh, and the Clergy the tenth- of all their 
Moveables; Tofuppfefsanlnroadof the Stots, 1298, 
the Clergy : Ipeftowc'd the tenth of their. Good*. 
And 1306, for the Wars agairtft the Sbtt* 9 4 the 30th 
Part <rf ail > Goods* &ad the 20th of *H n Merchan- 
dire is. bellow dt Hift\Rofftno •'» '. ' 

•:r Mext from! Leland's MS. -p. • 1 45 . 
* Anno Doki 1273, & e g* *y The Ctergy granted 
to King Edward the Tenth df all Eccleifiafticai Re- 
venues, as: well - Temporal ^ Sptfitkial,* for one 
$eat ; arid the :fatbe to his Brother for another, as 
& Recompense for rthcitf Bxpences in «the Holy 
Land. Whereupon the Convent of St. Edmund's* 
bury compounded for the Tenth of all Goods of 
one Year> in common with the Abbat's of one Year, 
for 100 /. and the like for the fecond, the Abbat pay- 
ing 50^ Marks of the Money, and the Convent 100 
Marks; jf& Ewerfden. i < • • 

Anno^Dimi [275, Reg. 3, The Nobility of 
Englan d. granted the King the 15 th Penny. John 
Everfikn. . » . ' 

The Jews throughout l the Kingdom of England 
were forbid for the fututfe putting out their Money 
«o Ufe to any Perfon, tout to five u'pon Trade; 
enjoying the fame La# as the Chriftian \f erchants 
in. buying and felling; Afcd it- was ordained that 
wery one o£ theni; of what Age, Condition, or 
Sex foever, fhould yea*ly : pay to the King $J; Pole- 
money. John Ewfde)t. 
1 • * Anm 
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AmoDwu 1276, Tbchalf of the fifteenth granted 
to the King the Year before was cotte&ed* Jo* 
Ever/Jen. and JHift* Roffeu. 

Anno Don*. 1277, The Abbat and Convent of 
St. Edmund' s-bury compounded for the fifteenth of 
their Gcods for 90 I. the Abbat paying 30, and 
the Convent 60 L Jo. Ever/den. 

The Abbat and Convent alio compounded for 
the Townlhip of & Edmund's at 100 /• to be 
levy'd on the fame Town, and to be paid to the 
King by the aforefaid Convent, for preserving the 
Liberty of the Town. 

The fame Year, a Tenth was granted through- 
out England for the Relief of the Holy Land, and 
continued full fix Years * and the Collectors of the 
fame for four Years, in the Dtocefe of Canterbury* 
were the Brothers William Wilmington, Prior of 
that Place, and John BeUam. And it appear'4 
that the Total of all the Receipts for the whole 
third Year by the faid Prior, was 804 U 2 /. 2 A. 
The Receipt of the 4th Year, 1704/. 10 s. yd* 
The Receipt of the 5th Year, 828/* 14;. 5A 
cb. And the Receipt of the 6th Year, 1027 /. 4 s, 
And the Receipt of the Arrears of the two firft 
Years, during which they were not Colle&ors, 
tz6l. is. id.d. And the Receipt of the firft 
Colk&ors depofited 1 264 /• 7s. ltd. ok The 
Sum of all the Receipts by them in the Diocefe of 
Canterbury, 5125 /• o/. $ d.ob. Chrm. Will. T%orue. 

King Edward, becaufe Leoli* Prince of Wales had 
refused to come to the Parliament of England, enter'd 
Wales, built the Caftles of Flint and Rutland; and 
then Leolin came to him, fubmitting himfelf to the 
King's Mercy j and to purchafe his Peace gave 
50000 /. in Silver, and for the Hie of Anglefey xooo 
fylarks yearly. Ran. Ceftrtnfis. 

* 
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'Anno £)om. 1278, Another Moiety of the fifteerith 
granted to the King was colle&ed, for which the 
Abbat and Convent of St. Edmm£s-bury com* 
pounded with the King at 90 /. the Abbat paying 
30 /. for his Part, and the Cdnvtnt £0 /. Jo* 
Ever/den. 

Anno Dofn* iiyp y The King took Scvtdge for 
the Expedition into Wales, impeding 40 /. upon 
each Fee. 

Sintm Abbat of St. Edmund* s-bury dying, the 
King feiz'd both the Abbat's Portion, and the Ba* 
rony, xrtrhich *ras till thfen a thing never htard of; 
which Portion of the Convent could not be refcuVl 
out of his Poffeffion either by Intreaty or Morieyi 
but all 'things tfere dilpos'd of by the DireftioA of 
John of Herwidk, the King's Attorney, making & 
fnfficienf . Exhibition to the CoflVent, and the Ho- 
mages of the Manbrs of the Convent, as well within 
the T6Wn of St. Edmund's, as without it, being 
tallyU 

Thre Parliament of the Kingdom of France be- 
ing aflfetabled at Ambois, there met the Kings of 
France and Eri&lanti, as alfo many great Men di 
both Nations, and there the King of England quit- 
ted all Claim to ftfomandy to the King of France 
for etfer, for which he was to receive out of 
the Exchequer of Roan 20 Parijlan Livres yearly for 
ever. He alfo receivd, for the faid quitting of 
Claim, Agenois, Limb/in, Perigort and Saintonge*. 
This done he retnrthd irtto England* Jo. Everfdm. 

'The Coin fras alte'r'd in England, the triangular 
Faf thing being iftade tound ; but yet fuch old Mo- 
ney as was reafonable was not forbid paffing among 
the neto'. /But yet Cohtrary to what had been us'd, 
the Hatf-pence being quite laid afide, one great 1 
Piecfe was coin'd equivalent to 4^ of the ieommon 
3orr. J$> £v&0n. : 

Q Aw* 
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Anno Dom. 1280, A fifteenth of Spiritual Goods 
was granted to the King by the Clergy of England, 
according to the Taxation of Walter Bilhop of 
Norwich, and this for thred Years, Jo* Everfden. 

Anno Dom* 1 281, There was at length obtain'd 
of the King a Separation between the Portions of 
the Abbat and the Convent of St* Edmund' s-bury, 
paying to the King 1000/. befides^the Queen's 
Gold proporrionable to fo great a Sum of Money, 
and other Expences collaterally accruing, which 
amounted to a vail Sum. Jo. Everfden* 

Anno Dom* 1 282, The King, for maintaining of 
his War againft the Weljb, took up Money by way 
of Loan from all his own Cities and Boroughs, as 
alfo of the Cities and Boroughs of the Clergy. 
From the Londoners he liad a Contribution of 8000 
Marks ; after the fame manner, from Yarmouth , 1000 
Marks ; and from Norwich , 500 /. The Burgefles 
of •&. Edmund* s-bury were tax'd at 500 Marks. 
There was alfo a taxing of thofe that belong'd to 
the Monks Court, which had never bee» before, 
and it amounted to 260 Marks. Likewife the Bro- 
therhood of the twelfth Town of St. Edmund was 
tax'd at 1 2 Marks- But from the Abbat and Con- 
vent of &• Edmund's he extorted 100 Marks, 
under the fame Colour. Jo. Everfden. 

In the aforefaid Expedition the King took for 
each Knight's Service jo Marks, yet dealt more 
favourably with the Abbat of St. Edmund's, taking 
300 /. for his Service. Jo. Everfden. 
. Anno Dom. 1283, The People of England gran- 
ted to the King, for maintaining of his Wars, thfe 
30th Penny of all their Moveables, Horfes, Ar- 
mour, Treafure, and Apparel excepted* On the 
Contribution of which Money, the King caus'd all 
the Money receiv'd the Year before in any Place 
whatfoever, under Colour or Pretence of a Loan* 

* - to 
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fc> be plac'd to Account. jfo. Ever/den* and Wait a 
Gijfborn. 

On Mid-Lent Sunday, the King, breaking th£ 
Locks, took away all she Treafure df the Pope's 
Tenths, granted for the Relief of the Holy Land* 
and deposited in federal Parts of England, and dif- 
pos'd of it according to his own Will, jo* Everfdem 
■ The twentieth of all Ecclefiaftical Profits was 
granted to the King, for the Charge of his Wars, b£ 
the Clergy of the Province of Canterbury, for two 
Years, according to the Taxation of Walter late 
Bifhop of Norwich, jfo. Everfden, and Giftorn; 

Anno Dom. i 284, Thomas Tidon^ Abbat of Sti 
Jiuguftinsy perform'd the Service of one Knight iri 
the King's Army in Wales, and for his Expedition* 
there, by the Perfon of the Lord Henry de Cobhanty 
for 20 /. Will Thome* 

Anno Dom. 1285, The King took 46 j. Sctitagd 
of every Knights Fee for the Army in Wales* Jot 
Ever/den, Will Thome. And it is to be obferv'd that 
Scucage is fometimes more, and fometimes lefsj 
according to the King's Pleafure, Will* Thome, 

Anno DoTKt 1287, The jews throughout all 
England, of all Ages, and both Sexes, were on Fri- 
day, the Day after the Feaft of the Apoftles Philip 
and Jacob, committed to fafe Cuftody j till at length 
having given the King Security to pay him i 2000 /• 
they returned to their own Houfes. jo. Everefden. 

Anno Dom. 1288, Reg. 16, King Edward caus'df 
all the Monafteries in England to be fearch'd much 
about the fame time of the Day, and took all the ' 
Money deposited in them to his own Ufe. King 
Wdliam the Conqueror had made the like Search* 
as has been mentior/d before. Rand, Cefirmfisi 

Anno Dvm. 12 £9, There was granted to Ed~ 
teard King of England an Aid for his Wars in Gaf* 
tonji being one half of the Clergy, a fixth of thtf 

G 2 ' CitiieftSy 



**4 An Wftorkd AccdUHt of 

Citizens, and of the reft of the People a tenth of 
their Goods* 7%us in the Hiftory in the Hands of 
Mr. Savill. 

The Churches in England were tax'd according 
to the real Value, by Order of Pope Nicholas, and 
from that time the" Norwich Taxation made by 
Pope Innocent IV. ceas'd. Ran. Ceftrenfis. 

Anno Dom. 1 290, There was granted to the 
King a Tenth of all Spiritual Profits, for one Year; 
yet fo that the faid Tenth (hould not be colle&ed 
before the Feaft of St. Michael of the erifuing Year. 
There was taketo a fifteenth of all the People of 
England^ Jo. Ever/den. 

The Laity gave the King the 15th Penny, and 
all the Clergy a tenth, for expelling the Jews out 
of the Land. Walt. Gifiorm. 

Both the Clergy and Laity granted the King a 
fifteenth of all their Goods, as well Spiritual as 
Temporal, for the Relief of the Holy Land,and that 
tax'd before to the utmoft was at this time exa&ed 
together with the tenth of the Goods of the Clergy 
affign'd him in the Court of Rom? for fix Years* 
Hift. Rofen. 

The Pope alfo beftow'd on the King the tenth 
6f all the Produd in Temporals of ail Religious 
Perfons, excepting only the Templars and Hojpitat- 
lers ; for taxing whereof Perfons were appointed 
throughout all England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

Anno Dom. 1291, The fifteenth above granted to 
the King was colle&ed; but the Abbat and Con- 
vent of St. Edmund's- bury compounded with the King 
for 1000 Marks, in lieu of the fifteenth of their 
own Goods, thofe of the Burgeflfes of their Town 
of St. Edmund, and their Natives, or Vaffals. Jo* 
Ever/den- 

""■ Anno Dom. 1292, The Pope granted the Kiftg 
the Tcath of all the Product of the Clergy, && 
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alfo of the Goods of all Religious Men whatfo- 
ever, for fix Years, excepting only the "Templars and 
the Hofpitallers, and this for the Relief of the Holy 
Land ; and a new Taxation was made of our Spi- 
ritual Goods, and of others; and the annual Tenth 
of the Spiritual Goods of the Cellarer, the Sa-, 
crift, the Chamberlain, and the Almoner was 32 
Marks, 5 /. 4 ^ of the Sum of the whole Taxa- 
tion, which was 324 Marks, for the Spirituals; of 
the Hofpiral of St- Saviour, 6 L $ s. 10 d. of the 
femporal, out of the Sum of 29 I. 1 1 s. 1 1 d. of 
Spirituals of the fame Hofpital, 58 s. 8 d. ob. The 
Tenth of the Temporals of the Convent of St. 
Edmund's- bury, computed by the Bifhops of Win* 
chefttr and Lincoln, was firft of the Goods of the 
Cellarer in Suffolk and Norfolk, 70 /. 7 /. 8 d. in 

other Counties of the Goods of theSacrift in 

Suffolk and Norfolk, 16 1. 6 s. 1 d.cb- and moreover 
1 d. q. of the Temporal Goods of the Chamber- 
lain in Suffolk and Norfolk, 12 /. 5 /. 2 d. ob. of the 
Goods of the Pitancer, 23 s. 8 cLob. of the Almo- 
ner, 25 /. n s. 6d. of the Infirmarian, 14/. 3 d. 
ob. q. of the leffer Obedientiaries in the Town of 
St. Edmund's- bury, 20 s. 10 d. q. and moreover 1 d. 
ob. of Obventions at the Tomb of St. Edmund, 

the tenth 4 /• of the Goods of the Precentor 

of the Goods of the Hofpital, 50 /. 10 d* — The 
Sum of the Taxation of all the Temporal Goods 
of all the Obedientiaries in Suffolk and Norfolk, 
iop8/. Ss. 8d. The Tenth of this Sum 109 L 
16 s. 10 d. ob. q. and moreover 1 </. Jo. Ever/den. 

The fifteenth of all Temporals and Spiritual^ 
throughout England was granted to the King about 
the Feaft of St. Andrew the Apoftle. Of this the 
fifteenth appertaining to the Abby of St. Auguflin of 
their moveable Goods, according to the true Tax- 
ation of them in all their Manors, was 137/. 15 s. 
li 4* q* W*& Tborne. G 3 Anno 
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Anno Dom. i 2^4, King Edward cans' d all the Mqt 
naflteries in England to be fearch'd, and the Money 
found therein to be brought to London. He alftj 
paus'd Wool and Leather to be feiz'd, and there 
pnfued a great pearth of Wheat and Wine. Ran. 

fceftrenjis. 

The King feiz'd intd his Hands all Religious 
Houfes throughout all England, that were fubordi^ 
pate to foreign Chapters, with all their Profits, 
whatfoever Way accruing. The Charge of them wa? 
given to his Officers arid Wardens, and a certain 
Allowance given to the Religious Men dwelling in 
the fa id Houfes, viz,. 18 d. a Week to each Monk. 
The Overplus he apply *d to the Charges of his 
Wars* However, he did not touch the Ciftercian$ % 
jn this Cafe ; but he fpar'd nqt the CImiacks y or the 
Premonftratenfesy or any other whatfoever ? but 
having confifcated all fhey had, obliged them to 
jive \n Sorrow, Poverty, and Deje&ion. More* 
pver, he order d all the yearly Penfions due to their 
principal Houfe$ to bp brought into his Treafury, 
$0. Ever f den. 

* Likewife, the King holding a Parliament at 
HSeftminfler, on the Day after the Feaft of St. Mir 
fbaely fearing neither for Intreaties, Perf^rafions, 
pr Threats, compell ? d, and forcibly indue'd all and 
Angular the Prelates of England, with their Clergy^ 
as alfp the Religious who had any Poffeffiqns, and 
had been fummon<4 to the faid Parliameot, tp grant 
ahd tp pay tp him at three Terms within the fame 
Vear the prie half of all their Spiritualities and 
Temporalities, according to the Rate of the Tax- 
ation pf the Tenth juft before had. The Total 
of which Gift is faid to have amounted to 10 1000 /. 
Pur Part of the Contribution was 655 I 14 s< o<£ 

$• <?• Jo. Evetfden. •-- ■ a 
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On the Day after the Feaft of St. Martin, there 
was granted to the King by the Laity, at Weftmin* 
fter, a Tenth of all their Goods, as an Aid for his 
Wars; as well in France as in Wales. But the In- 
habitants of Cities, Boroughs, and other Places of 
the King's Demefnes were rated at a fixth, and 
other Traders Jiving elfewhere at a fevenrh, the 
reft of the Commonalty at the tenth Penny, Ever/- 
den, and Walt. Gijhrne. 

The Sum of the Moiety of the Goods granted 
to the King by the Clergy was fixty hundred 
thoufand Pounds. Almoft at the End of Adam Meri- 
muth*/ Hiftory. Here is certainly a great Mifiake in the 
Sum, which could never amount to any thing near it, and 
I am inclind to believe itjhould be 60000 /. The very 
Town of St. Edmunds-bury, in which no Officer of 
the King's had ever prefum'd to exercife any Ju* 
rifdiftion ever fince the time our Liberties were 
firft granted us, was now tax'd by the common 
AflTeflbrs of the Country, fitting in the publick 
Toll-hpufe, or Hall of the Town, and delivering the 
Articles to the Burgefles put to their Oaths ,- from 
which Aflembly, to our great Grief, we could no 
way, either by Intreaties, or Money, exempt our 
own Servants. However, the King comply 'd .fo far, 
as to grant that for the future this fhould not be a 
Precedent ever after to do us any Prejudice in re^ 
lation to thefe and other Liberties of ours till then 
enjoy'd and praftis'd, and a fpecial Charter was 
pafs'd for us to this Eflfeft. Jo. Everfden. 

Anno Dom. 129$, William Bifbop of Bath and 
Wells, the King's High I'reafurer in the Exchequer, 
having grievoufly offended the King and thofe about 
him, was difgracefully turn'd put of that great 
Poft, and oblig'd to make his Peace by paying 
4oysrn 2900 /. Jo. Everfden* 
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. About the feaft of St. Andrew the King helct 
his Parliament at Weftminfitt, where he order'd it 
fo as to receive the feventh Penny of his Boroughs 
and Demcfnes for carrying on of his Wars. Of 
others the eleventh Penny was granted him, The 
Colle&ors in Sufolk were P. it Mslles Kt. and 
R. Bomund Clerk. But when he came to the Spiri- 
tualities, it was anfwer'd him by the Clergy, that 
by his Statutes he had lately ordain'd many things 
deteftable to C?od and the Qmrch, contrary to the 
State, and in Prejudice of the faid Church. Where- 
upon, in that Affembly, there was granted to him 
by the Clergy a Tenth of ail their Temporalities 
and Spiritualities, upon Condition he fhould cor- 
red paft Errors, repeal thole cruel Statutes, and 
reftore the Holy Church to its former Condition ; 
and befides, that the Taxation and Colle&ion fhould 
be made by Clergymen, ^nd not by the &ing*s 
Officers. As for him, tho* he accepted of the 
Gift at any Rate, yet he did nQt prefently perform 
what he had promis'd. John Ever/den. 

Anno Dom* 1296, The King held his Parlia- 
ment at St. Edmund* s-bury, the Pay. after the Com- 
memoration of All Souls, defigning efpecially to 
ask an Aid of the Clergy and People of his Land- 
The common fort of the Laity, after a fhort Coa- 
fultation, granted him the twelfth Penny of all their 
Eftates, and the Purgefles the feventh Penny. The 
Archbifhop held his Council with the Clergy at St. 
Edmund 's-hury y where he pg{>lifh'4 the n?w Papal 
Constitution ; which exprefly forbids all Ecclefiafti- 
cal Perfons whatfoever contributing any thing to 
the fecular Power, after any manner, or under . 
what Pretence foeyer* without confulting the Pope. 
Having therefore debated among themfelves about 
the aforefaid Conftitution, tq enquire by what 
Qiczns they might comply with the King's Defire, 
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without running aoy Hazard, they found none ; 
whereupon the Archbilfcop, in his own and ill 
the Name of all the Clergy, made the fame known 
to the King ; who being thus informed of it, re- 
folv'd from that Pay to opprefs and moleft the 
Archbifhop , the other Biftops, and all the Qcr- 
;y of England ; appointing the Clergy a farther 
lay, viz- the QSave of St, Jfilaryzt London- Till 
then the King granted Peace to the Church. John 
Everfden. 

A general Convocation of the Clergy was held 
at iJtmikn on the O&ave of St. Hilary y to con- 
fult about the Peace of the Church of England* 
the King's Threats, and for avpiding of voluntary 
Oppreffion. Thus, by the unanimous Confent of 
thejn all, as {landing more in Awe of the eternal 
King than of him that was momentary, and rather 
fearing the Lofs of their Souls than that of tempo* 
ral Things, it was refolv'd, that the holy Decree; 
of the fupreme Paftor of the universal Church 
ought to be with a fervent Conftancy obfervM 
by them all entire, and untainted. This Refo- 
ludon, together with the Dangers of tran(greffing 
the Papal Conftitution, was fignify'd to the King 
by fpecial Meflengers of the Clergy. The King 
being therewith provok'd, refolv'd to pra&ife qttr 
neard-of Severity towards the Church, and with-; 
drawing the Shelter of his due Defence from the 
Ladjy and Queen of the World, leaving her expos'd 
to the Rage of impious Men and Plunderers, 
for his private Conveniency deprived her ot 
all Protection, or rather feem'd mifchievoufly to 
fpur on fuch as were willing to infeft her. Betides, 
as it is faid by fome, an Order was put out, that; 
no Court of Juftice fhould reflrain Lay Men , whq 
yrere ^verfe to the Clergy, and took from then* 
any Horfes they rode on that were above the 
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Value of 40/. The very Day on which the 
King pronounced this wretched Sentence againft 
the Clergy, very many of the prime Men of his 
Array in Gafcony were by the French (lain in Battle, 
and ibme taken, among whom was the Lord John 
St. John, not long before the King's Scnefcal in 
Gafcony. Several of the Clergy, not regarding their 
own Salvation, and being altogether addi&ed to 
the World, wavering in their Minds like Women, 
as if they had been in the King's Secrets, and his 
Councellors, at firft made their Peace with the 
King ; and nothing regarding the Papal Decrees, 
granted him a Sum amounting to the fifth Part of 
all their Pofleffions as well fpiritual as temporal. 
The King on his Part caus'd to be feiz'd into 
hi 1 Hands all the Lay Fees of the Archbifliops, 
Biftiops, Religious Men, and others of the 
Clergy, of what Degree or Condition foever, who 
had not taken his Prote&ion, as alfo all other 
Things belonging to them that could be found 
without the Ecclefiaftical Enclofures; and the 
faid Goods fo feiz'd by difmal plundering were 
confifcated. Then out Lord the King held his 
Parliament at Sarum on Jfi-lVednefday, calling 
none but the Laity to it, there to treat of his 
Expedition for the Wars againft the King of 
France. 

Memorandum , that on Ajh-lVednefday all the 
Goods of the Abbat and Convent of St. Edmund?*- 
fary were confifcated, and all their Manors feiz'd, 
together with the Borough of St* Edmund's* 
bury. 

A third Time all the Clergy wej-e aflemblcd at 
London, about Mid-Lent, to confult ferioufly about 
innumerable Exa&ions, Injuries, and unjuft Da- 
mages daily put upon the Church and Clergy.' 
\/hen they had fpent eight Days in canvaffing the 
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Point, they could not pofltbly find any Way to 
Comply with the Regal Power without Danger. 
Jn that Council, a certain Frier of the Order 
of Preachers publickly afferted before all the 
Aflfembly, that the King's Requeft was /uft, and 
boldly protefted that he would maintain his Right 
before the Pope. The King alfo fet a Day, about 
which all the Moveables of the Clergy, who had 
no Prote&ions, found in their Manors were to be 
condemned, and to have no farther Service of the 
jlaity ; but the King fhould difpofe of their Pofr 
feffions at his Pleaiure ; and if ever they were 
found without the Defence of the Council, they 
fhould be punifh'd by Imprifonment, as public^ 
Enemies. Jof E>verefden. 

' The fame Year, the Abbat of St, Augufluts 
acknowledge the doing the Lord the King the 
Service of one Knight in Gafcony^ and compound 
ded the fame for 100 Marks ,* but nothing was at 
that time perform'd, npr paid of that Service, 
IV. Thome. 

Anno Dom. 1 297, The King fummon'd the Par- 
liament to meet at Lincoln on the Ofiave of St* 
John Baptiflt at which Difcord arofe between him,, 
and certain Earls, and Barons of the Kingdom, 
pn account that he endeavoured to opprefs both 
the Clergy and the People with intolerable Bur- . 
thens. For he again ask'd of the Clergy the Moi- 
ety of all their Goods, and of the Laity the fixth 
Penny , but of the Boroughs the third. The 
Earls and Barons hereupon anfwer'd, that they 
would by no means undergo fo grievous and in- 
fupportable an Exaftion, without the Confent of 
the Archbifliop of Canterbury, and of all the 
Clergy. On the contrary they earneftly prefs'd 
that the Goods of the holy Church, and all that 
tod been wrongfully taken in general by the KingV 
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Officers, fliould immediately be rcftot'd, as alfo; 
that all the Articles and Ppints contained in Magna 
Cbarta fliould for the future be obferv'd. The 
King did not comply with their rightful Qemands, 
hut put oft that Aflair, gaining Time by Diffimu- 
lation. However, at length coming to himfelf, 
and being a&uated by a more gentle Spirit, he 
voluntarily by his Letters reconcil'd to his Peace 
and Prote&ion all Perfons belonging to the Bo- 
(am of the Church, who had kept the Pope's De- 
crees, and had not been afraid of the Regal 
ttanfitory Tyranny* 

The Archbifhop held a general Council of the 
Clergy at londw, on the Sunday next after the 
Feaft of St. Laurence, to debate again about the 
Contribution to be made, which the King had (o 
often demanded ; but ftill they diflented, alledging 
the Offence to their Confcience. 

On St* Gifa's Day a general Sentence was 
pronoune'd by all and lingular the Archbifbops, 
and Bifliops of England, in their feveral Diocefes, 
by Apoftolical Authority, againft thofe who had 
lately by Violence, and contrary to the Eccle- 
(uitical Liberties, broke in upon the Churches, and 
the Eccle(iaftical Immunities, and made Search 
in facred Places , and againil all others who had 
been any Way consenting to them- 

The Earls and Barons held their Parliament 
•yk Northampton on St. Matthews Day, about the 
pifcord. broke out between the King and them. 
Edward, the King's Son, held his Parliament at 
London, on the Feaft of St. Michael, to treat of 
Peace between the King his Father and the Ba- 
rons. There, by the univerfal Confent of the 
King s Council refiding in England, Archbifhops, 
$i(hops, Earls and Barons, the great Charter of 
England was return'd, and fome Additions made 
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t6 ir i aiid the fame being confirmed with the- 
King's Seal of *he £rfc&£/#>y aftd thofe of *k the 
prime Men of the King's Council, was with kit 
fpeed tranfntftted to . their lord the fefr%, feeing 
then beyond the- Sea. The JKLing having reeeivVt 
it, and having advisM with his great Men there 
prefent, he approv'd of what wa$ done, and ra- 
tify M the fame for ever, affiiirfg td it fits gfcat 
SeaK That done , it vtfks immediately fent 
back into England to the Barons by fpecial 
Meflfengers. 

Anno Dm. i2p$> which according to Walftnghttm 
is the 25 th of the King's Reign, but the 26th 
according to Kcind- Ce/irenfis y the King caused 
aft the Temporalities of the Clergy to be ftifc'd, 
excluding them his Prote&ion* fdr that they would 
not the Year before give him any Supply agairrft 
the Scott, Rand. Ceft. 

In order to replrefs tfie BcJldricfs of the Sens, 
who had cnecr'd the Eng iifb Borders, the Earls 
Marjhal and of Hereford were takefi into Pay by 
the King's Son, towards whofe Expedition the 
Clergy gave the terith of all their Spiritualities 
and Temporalities 5 "Command being given them> 
on the Penalty of the Papal Statute, by the Arch- 
bilhop, that they fhould not at the Expence of 
that Money ptirfue the Enemy beyond the Englijb 
Borders. This Grant of the Clergy Occafion'd 
a Muttering among fome Perfbhs ; becaufe they 
this Year voltin&arily gave what they had refused 
the Year beforef. Jo. Ever/den* * 

The fanfie Year, the Patliamerit being fommon'd 
to meet at fork, on ttie Day after Trinity Sunday, 
being the 4th of the Nones of June, there the 
King, and the Barbns, laying afide all Qrudges 
of inteftine and unlawful Quarrels, joinM them- 
felVcs in mutual Bonds of Friendfliip. The King 
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alfo promised that he would in all Things obfervrf 
the Form of the Great Charter. John Everf* 
den. 

The Archbifhop held a Council at London on 
the Day after the Feaft of St. John Baptift, to 
which came the King's Son* in his father's Name, 
to ask among other Things of the Clergy^ that . 
it would pleafe them to give him the Remainder 
of the Money granted to the Earls ; as alfo,, it 
there fhould be urgent Neeeffity, that it Would 
pleafe" the fame Clergy to afford the King fpme 
Supply of Money; There came alfo fome of the 
Court Clergy-men, attempting in a bold Manner 
to thruft themfelves into their private Debates *. 
whom the Archbifhop turn'd out of the Synod*, 
threatning to excommunicate them. John Ever/- 
den* 

The King fummon'd his Parliament to meet 
at London, and went. away privately from it, 
becaufe lie would not confirm the Great Charter* 
Neverthelefs, Sentence pafs'd againft all the Infrin- 
gers thereof, as had been before ordain'd in the 
Archbifhop's Council ; and it was decreed that 
the fame fhould be done twice a year. Job. Everf- 
den* 

AnnoDom* 1299, The King held his Parliament, 
at London, at Mid-Lent, where, after long and 
tedious Delays, great and grievous Expences* 
and fundry dangerous Reproaches between the. 
King, and the Earls and Barons, they were at 
length reconcil'd, the Great Charter was feal'd, 
and fent all about to the Cathedral Churches ; for 
which Favour the fifteenth Penny was granted to 
the King by the Laity. Job* Everfden. 

Anno Dom- 1300, The King afTembled his Ar- 
my towards Scotland, and fummon'd all the Earls 
and Barons to be ready with their Services ort 
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the ..Feaft of St. John Baptift > to attend him; 
but fome Opposition was made for a time in 
the Parliament held at Tork , after Pentecofi, be- 
caufe certain Barons alledg'd, that they were not 
oblig'd to perform any Service there. However, 
in regard that it was prov'd in the ancient Ads 
of Kings that feveral Expeditions had been made, 
their Plea was adjudg'd to be vain, and of no 
Force ; which is made out by the Chronicles of 
Malm{bury> Marianus Scotus, .Matter Henry Hunting' 
don, and Hweden. All above written from the 
Year of our Lord 1272-3 to this Time is taken 
from Joh. Ever/den, Cellarer of the Abby of St. 

Edmund's- bury. 

The fame Year, to obtain a Confirmation of 
the Liberties contained in Magna Charm y ther 
Earls and Barons of the Kingdom granted a fif- 
teenth of all their Moveables on the Feaft of St- 
Michael then next enfuing ; but the Archbtfhop 
would grant nothing for the Clergy, either .of the 
Spiritualities, or of the Temporalities annexed to 
the Church, without fpecial Licence from the 
Pope. Hift- Roff. 

Anm Dont- 1301, The Pope ufurp\i the Tenth 
of all Ecclefiaftical Pofleffions throughout all Eng* 
land for three Years. Hift. Roff. 

AnnoDom. 130(5, Pope Clement granted the King 
of England for two Years the Tenth of the Profits 
of Churches , towards the Affairs of the Holy 
Land ; but it was put to other Ufes. But the 
Pope himfelf perceiving the infatiable Avarice 
of certain Englijh Bifhops, importunely begging 
that the firft Churches becoming vacant within a 
Year might be granted to them ; and confidering 
that the Superior might take what the Inferior 
crav'd, appropriated to himfelf all the Profits of 
the firft vacant Churches in England for three 
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Years \ viz.. the firft Fruics of the firft Yeir, zi 
well of Biftopricks, Abbics, Priories, Prebends, 
Parfonages, Vicarages, as of other fmaller Bene- 
fices. Hift. Rof- 

■ The fame Year, the thirtieth Penny was gran- 
ted to the King by the Clergy and Laity ; but the 
Merchants gave the twentieth for the King's Son's 
carrying on the War igaiftft the Scots. Hift. Roff. 

This is all Letand's MS. above quoted contains 
a$ to thfs King's Reign ; but Walfingbam in his 
Life adds feveral Particulars by the other emit*- 
led, tfo. 

Anno Doth. 1280, A Serbfidy of a Twentieth 
was granted to the King for his Wars in Wales. * 

Ainto Dcm. 1 284, a Thirtieth granted to the King 
by the Laity for the Expehcc of his Wars, and a 
Twentieth by the Clergy. 
• Anno Doth. 1190, All the Jews in England were 
banifli'd, and their Effefts feiz'd, allowing them 
dnly fb much as would carry them over into France. 
At the fame time Complaint being* brought againft 
tlie Juftices, they were all convided of many 
Corruptions, .and thereupon put to great Fines. 

Anno Dom* 1295. Here Mdlmsbury^ and Everfden, 
quoted by Leland, differ very much. The latter 
fays the King this Year lad z feventh of his 
Boroughs and Demefnes, an eleventh from the 
reft of the Laity, and a tenth of the Clergy ; 
whereas the former tefls us, ft Iras a Moiety o( 
the Clergy, a fixth of the Citizens, and a tenth 
of the other People. Which of them to believe is 
left "to the Reader. 

Anno Dom. 1 2578, JValJingham fays the King rais'd 
the Duty upon Wool, taking 40 s. of every Sack, 
tyhereas only half a Mark was paid before. 

The fame Year, the Barons being in Rebellion, 
a Peace was concluded between the King and 
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them, upon Condition that he fhould confirm Mqpvi 
Ckarta> and the Foreft Charter ; and that for thfc 
future neither he, nor his Succeffors, fhould impofc 
any Tallage, or Aid, either on the Clergy or Lax- 
ity, without the Confent of the Archbifhopsj Bi* 
fliops, Abbats, and other Prelates, and of the Earls, 
Barons* Knights, Burgefles, and other Free-Men. 
Fot this Conceffion the People of. England granted 
the King the ninth Penny, the Clergy of the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury the tenth, and thofe of fork the 
fifth, becaufe they were hearer to receive Da- 
mage. 

The Difference between this aha the Account 
above from Eberfden every one may obferve, and f<j 
of many more,whichit would be endlefs here to take 
notice of.. AH that can be faid is 3 that Authors 
Vary much, either having been mifinform'd, oi 
elfe writing with mote Prejudice, and to reconcile 
them is impoffible ; aor is the Difficulty lefs to de- 
cide who was in the right* 

Befidcs the Aids and Snbfidies which l\t levyM 
of his People, King Edward t. receiv'd fome 
Advantage frotti certain Silver Mines found in hi* 
tTime in Devon/hire, as appears by the Records ftill 
preferv'd in the Exchequer, and are as follows^ 

The Accounts of W/iltiam de Wimondham, whd 
liad the Infpe&ion of ,thofe Mines* after the firfl 
t)ifcovery of them, inform us, that froto the x 2th 
of Augufl to the laft of Otfo^r, in the 2 2d Teat 
Of this King's Reign, there was try'd and fin'd at 
Mortiwftvu) in DevonJbire> at feveral times, 370* 
Poinds Weight of Silver, whereof, vtrhen brought 
to Loudon, Plate was made for the Lady E/enof 
Dutchefs of Bar, Daughter to this King Edward. 

In the 23d Year of his Reign, there was-fin'd 
At the fame Place 521 Pounds ten Shillings Weight. 
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In the 24th Year, 704 Founds 3 Shillings one 
Penny Weight. 

In the 25th Year, more Miners were added, and 
fo in the 27th Year; but what the Produd was I 
have not found. 

It has been Teen that the Kings of England took 
Tallages and Aids by their Royal Prerogative ; to 
prevent which for the future, in the 34th Year of 
King Edward I. it was ena&ed, that no Tallage 
or Aid (hall be taken or levied by us, or our Heirs, 
in our Realm, without the good Will and A (Tent 
of Archbiihops, Bilhops, Earls, Barons, Knights, 
Burgelfes, and other Freemen of the Land. The 
fame had before paffed.inthe 25th Year of this 
King. It was alfo now ena&ed, that no Officer o£ 
ours, or of our Heirs, fhall take Corn, Leather, 
Cattle, or any other Goods of any manner of Per- 
fon, without the good Will and Affent of the 
Party to whom the Goods belong'd. Likewifc, 
nothing from henceforth fhall be taken of Sacks of 
L Wool, by Colour or Occafion of Maletent. 

We will conclude this Reign with the following 
Remonflrance, wherein there are feveral Particu- 
lars well worth obferving, and relating to the Sub- 
je& in Hand* 

Grievances laid before the King, by the ArchbiJhops $ 
BiJhops % Abbats and Priors, Earls, and Barons, 

- and all the Commons of the Nation, of 'which they 
fray Redrefs. 

In the firft Place, it appears to all the Gene- 1 
rality of the People> that the Command laid on 
c< them by the King's Writ was infufficient ; becaufe 
no certain Place was exprefs'd to which they 
were to repair ; for as much as it was requisite 
to provide Money and Neceffaries fuitable to 
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u the Place* And whether they were to do Service 
u or not ; and for as much as it is faid in general, 
that our Lord defigns to fail over into Flanders* 
all the People are of Opinion, that they are not 
to do any Service ; becaufe neither they, nor 
" their Predeceflfors, or Progenitors ever did any 
cf Service in that Country. And tho' it were (o 3 
€€ that they were to do Service there as elfewhere, 
Cc yet they have not Ability to do it, in regard 
u that they are overmuch opprefs'd by divers 
€( Tallages, Aids, taking up of Wheat, Oats s 
<c Malt, Wool, Leather, Oxen, Cows, and fait 
Meat, without the Payment of one Penny, which 
ought to have been their Support. They fay 
therefore that they can' give no Aid, by reafon . 
of the Poverty they are in, occafion'd by the 
* aforefaid Tallages^ and Seizures ; for they have 
cc fcarce enough to maintain them ; and many have 
u no Suftenance at all, nor wherewith to till their 
" Lands* Thus all the People find themfelves 
<c much aggriev'd, for that they are not treated 
according to the Laws and Cuftoms of the 
Land, by which their Predeceflfors were wont 
to be govern'd, but they are willfully put by 
them* Many alfo find themfelves much ag- 
" griev'd in this, that they were wont to be dealt 
<c with according to the Articles contain*d in Magna 
Charta % all which Articles are difregarded, to 
" the great Hurt of all* the People. Wherefore 
" they pray our Lord the King, that he will pleafe 
to redrefs thefe Things, to his own Honour, and 
the Prefervation of his People. Befides, th* 
cc People find themfelves much aggrieved about the 
" Affizc of the Foreft, which is not obfefv'd as 
it was wont ; nor is the Charter of the Foreft 
obferv'd, but Attachments are made at Will 
" ©ut of the Aflizes, othtrwife than was wont to 
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be done. The People in general alfo find them- 
feives aggriev'd on account of the Duty upon 
cc Wool, which is too burdenfome,wz,. 40 x. of every 
u Sack, and of broken Wool feven Marks of each 
" Sack ; for the Wool of England amounts to almoft 
" the Value of half the Land, and the Duty paid out 
" of it arifes to the fifth Part of the Value of all 
cc the Land. But in regard that the People wifh 
" Honour and Health to our Lord the King, as is 
their Duty, they are not of Opinion that it is 
for the King's Advantage to go over into Flan- 
u ders, unlefs he were better aflured of the Flem- 
" mings for himfelf, and for his Nation ; as alfo 
u becaufe of Scotland, which begins to rebel, whilft 
u he is ftill in this Country; and they do con- 
u elude thofc People will do worfe, when they 
u are aflur'd that the King has crofs'd the Sea. 
c< And not only for Scotland, but for other Parts 
" alfo, which are not well fettled. Tbo.Walfingham* 

This Remonftrance is here inferted on account 
of the Money Grievances complain'd of, which 
{how the Duties paid at that time, and the abfo- 
lute manner of impofing and colleding them, with- 
out Parliament, by the King's own Authority, 
notwithftanding that Parliaments were then in Ufe. 
It was made in the Year of our Lord 1298, which 
is the 25 th of this King's Reign. 

It is obfervable, that in the laft Parliament held 
by this King, which was at Carlijle, the Members 
it was compos'd of were 87 Earls and Barons, 20 
Biflrops, 6\ Abbats, and 8 Priors; befides the 
many Deans, Archdeacons, and other inferior 
Clergy of the Convocation ; alfo the Mafter of the 
Knights Templars : Of every Shire two Knights, 
of every City two Citizens, and of every Borough 
two Burgcffes. I would have given the Names of 
all the Upper Houfe ; but the fame being in Stow's 
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Chronicle, it may perhaps be thought" fuperfluous* 
We therefore proceed to 

iEDWARD II. 

UP O N the Death of his Father afcended the 
Throne in his own Right, in the Year of 
our Lord 1307, and paffingover into France, mar- 
ry M Ifabel the Daughter of Philip the Fair King of 
France* a wicked Woman, who in the end prov'd 
his Deftruftion. He was certainly a good Prince, 
jtho* fo unfortunate as to have fo vile a Wife, and 
fuch rebellious Subjeds. Nor was he more fortu- 
nate in his Son, who, as much as he is cry'd up on 
account of his Suc^efTes in France, was unnatural 
in taking a Crown reeking with his murder'd Fa- 
ther's Blood ; and, notwithstanding fome excufe him 
on account of his Youth, no lefs unnatural in his 
riper Years, when he not only omitted punifhing, 
but even preferred the very Murderers of his 
unhappy Parent. All the Rebellions before his 
Reign had been upon Pretence of the Extortions 
and Exaftions of Subje&s; in this King's Reign, of 
nineteen Years, there were fo few, that Malice itfelf 
£ould never mention them as a Colour for the moft 
inhumane Ufage he met with. His greateft Crime 
was that he had Favourites, and thofe who could 
ndt be fo never ceasM to contrive his Ruin. His 
Queen becoming fcandalous in her Familiarity 
with Mortimer Earl of March, conceiv'd fuch an 
implacable Hatred againft him, that (he never 
ceas'd till flbe had his Blood. Her Prieft of Baal, 
as Sir Thomas de la Moor rightly calls him, Adam 
prleton Bifhop of Hereford, had been guilty of ,fo 
many Villanies, that he had no other way to 
fecure himfelf, than by committing a greater than 
#ny of the former, in the horrid butchering of his 
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Sovereign. In fliort, this unfortunate Monarch wa$ 
firft rebellioufly depos'd, then led about obfcurely 
from one Caftle to another, crowned with Hay, 
fhav'd with Ditch-water, fhut up in a Room with 
Carrion to be poifon'd by the Stench ; and that 
failing, in the end ftifled with a Feather-bed, and 
an hot Iron run up his Fundament into his Bowels, 
through a Pipe, that the Burning might not appear 
outwardly. Thus (fays Sir Thomas de la Moor, who 
was his Servant) the World hated him, as it had 
before hated his Mafter Christ; and as Heaven 
receiVd the Mafter reje&ed by the Jews, fo it did 
his Difciple afterwards, being ftript of the Kingdom 
of England. 

Of his Taxes, Mr. Madox> in his Hiftory of the 
Exchequer, has no more, than that, in the Reign 
of King Edward II. an Aid was granted to the 
King in his Parliament holden at Tork y in Subfidium 
of his War in Scotland. And a Subfidy was alfo 
granted towards the fame War, and call'd Donum. 

All that Sir Robert Cottons own MS. fays of 
this King is, that Edward II. impos'd 2 s. ul- 
tra amiquam Confuetudinem, over and above the 
ancient Cuftom, upon all Goods of Merchant 
Strangers, in his fecond Year. No other Exercife 
of royal Power falling within my Obfervation in 
his Time. The other MSS. quoted in other Reigns 
have nothing worth obferving of him. 

Anno Dom. 13 20, Reg. 13, The Pope granted to 
the King the Tenth of Ecclefiaftical Revenues for 
one Year, as before that Time he had like wife 
done. N. Trivet. 

Anno Dom. 1323, Reg. 16% The King, befides a 
great Subfidy granted him by the Temporality, had 
5 d. in the Mark of the Clergy of the Province of 
Canterbury , and 4^. of thofe ofTork. N. Trivet. 

Anno. Dom. 13 15, Reg. 8, Provifions being grown 
fp exceffively dear, that the Commonalty could 
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hot fubfift, it was ordain'd in the Parliament then 
affembled at London, that the beft fat Ox, not fed 
vrith Grain, fhould be fold for 16 *• but if fed with 
Corn, and fat, for 24/. at moll; the beft fat Cow 
alive for 12 /. a fat Hog two Years old for 3 s* qd. 
a Sheep lhotn for 14 d* a Sheep with the Wool on 
for 20 d. a fat Goofe for 2 d. ob. a good Capon for 
2 d* a good Hen for 1 d- four Pidgeons for 1 d. 

Thefe muft at that Time have been accounted 
high Prices, becaufe fet in a Time of great Scar- 
city. However, that Regulation took no Effaft ; 
for all Provisions grew afterwards dearer. And du- 
ring this great Dearth, Walfingham, who tells us 
the aforefaid Prices, adds, that 

Wheat, Beans, and Peas, were fold for 20 /. 
a Quarter,- Malt, a Mark a Quarter; and a Quar- 
ter of Salt for 35/. 

In the Tear 1316, the Famine was fo great, that 
before the Feaft of the AJfumption of. our Lady, a 
Quarter of Wheat was fold for 40 s. and a Quar- 
ter of Salt for the fame Price. 

No more occurs any where as to the Value of 
Money and Taxes rais'd in this King's Reign. 

K. EDWARD III. 

STay'd not to fucceed his Father in the Throne, 
but was fet upon it by the rebellious Subjeds, 
and his bafe Mother, when he was fourteen Years 
of Age, which was fufficient to have known his 
Duty to a Parent. He began that ufurping Part 
of his Reign on the 25 th of January, in the Year 
of our Lord 1325. The reft of his Life was 
fuitable to fuch a Beginning : His Reign began 
with the Murder of his father, and all the reft of 
it was a continual Scene of Blood and Defolation. 

H 4 The 
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The Admirers of his great Atchievements it* 
France can never juftify his Barbarities in that 
(Country : The Defolation he made there was fcarce 
inferior tp that of the Goth or Vandals. He 
feem'd to delight in Mifchief, deftroying thouf nds 
pf innocent defencelcfs People, and, not con ten? 
jxrith the Plunder, burning down to the Groun4 
Towns and Villages without Number, which be* 
jng open Places, had never be$n in a Capacity to 
oppofe him. The Account Dr. Barnes, whp yet en-r 
deavours to magnify all his Adions, performing 
rather % he Part of a Panegyrift than a faithful Hif- 
torian, gives of him, is fo horrid, that it cannot 
but {hock any Man, who when he reads retains 
gny Thoughts of Chriftjanity, and does not entire- 
ly fet \\i$ Fancy upon a cruel Heathen Hero. His 
Son, the Black Prince, as he met wjth like Sucr 
jceflcs, fo he pra&is'd,the like Inhumanities, (laugh- 
f ering Men, Women, and Children, indifferently, 
tp f$ti$fy his Ragp, efpecially whpre any Place 
made a brave Defence, which pugfrt to have ex- 
(piteji a generpus Soul to hpnour thofe that had 
4onp their Duty well. Both Father and Son were 
utter Strangers to that noble Pra&ice, of which 
yre have feen many Examples in our Time, as de- 
pjrav'd as the World is thought to be grpwn. The 
Recount Authors give of the King's Death, after 
Jje had Jiv?d tp fee his Viftories dwindle away, 
apd to devote hinfelf to Lewdnefs in his old Age, 
jyjis me^n, ^nd, if we may believe moft Writers, 
fearce Chrjfti>p. As tp the Bufinefs here ppculiar- 
jy treated of, nope eye* rapk'd his People more, or 
jvas better borne yrith by them, the Nation redur 
ping itfcjf to Wjipt arid Beggary for the vain Often* 
f £tipn pf his Grandeur. 

The firft of this King's Exa&ions I meet with in 
£jj? Rober] Cotton's M& whiph fays, Edward III. 
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jmpos'd Tallage through all his Domayns in his 
fixth Year. Pau A.E. 2. m. 7. 

Of this King Island's MS. much made life of 
above, has nothing worth taking notice of. Wc 
jnuft therefore have recourfe to others. 

Anno Dom. 1333, Reg. 7, The Parliament then 
aflembled at London, upon Advice received, that 
the Scots had taken feveral Men of Note Prisoners, 
(he King prornifmg that he would go agairft them 
in Perfon, the People granted him the fifteenth 
fenny, and the Tenth of Cities and Boroughs, and 
the Clergy one Tenth, 'fho* Walfingham. 

Anno Dom* 1336, Reg. 10, A Grant of one Twen* 
tieth, or, as others, of one Fifteenth, of the Tempo* 
talkies ; a Tenth, or, as fome, a Sixth of the 
Clergy; a Tenth of all Burgefles; and of Enghjb 
Merchants, for every Sack of Wool 40 s f but pf 
Merchant Strangers 60 /. Befides this, the Clergy 
pf their own Accord granted unco the King all 
the Money that had been collected and laid up in 
the Cathedral Churches throughout England to- 
wards the Holy War. This Money others affirm, 
and with more Probability, that the King of his 
pwn Power feiz'd, and particularly Walfingham ; 
nor is it in the leaft to be imagin'd that the Clergy 
would give away to otjier Ufes the Money depofi- 
ted by Order of the Pope, they then {landing tpQ 
piuch in Awe of him to difppfe of what he had 
levy'd for that pious War. But this is a Turn of 
jQrl Bqrnts, who every where palliates this King's 
Faults. 

Alfo this, or the following Year, the King 
fent his Cpmmiflion to John I^ord Molins> em- 
powering him to feize on ail the Merchants of 
Lombard), with their Goods, Jewels of Gold and 
Silver, and other Chattels, then in the City of 

fjndotf, and to deliver th?aj for the King's Ufe to 

tfc ? 
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the Cortftable of the Touxr. He is alfo faid- td 
have feiz'd into his Hands rich Veftments, and 
Veffels of Silver* and other Ornaments, out of 
Abbies. 

In the Year 1338, being the twelfth of his 
Reign, the Laity granted him the one Half of 
their Wool throughout the whole Realm, and the 
Oergy nine Marks of every Sack of their beft 
Wool. Now what was the Amount hereof is 
fcarce to be made out; only this we are told, that 
he fent 10000 Sacks of Wool into Brabant, which 
were there fold at 40 /. the Sack, fo that the whole 
was 400,000 /, 

Befides, the King then feiz'd on all that belonged 
to the Alien Cluniack and Cifiercian Monks, to the 
Lombards, and all the triennial Tithes defign'd for 
the Holy War, as was faid above. 

Dr. Barnes, in his Edward III. p. 125, fays, the 
Proportion-Wool above mentioned, for only the 
Counties of Leicefier, Lincoln, and Northampton, came 
to 1 2 1 1 Sacks. Befides all which, he had an Aid 
of the Bifliops, Abbats, Priors, Re&ors, Vicars, 
and Juftices, who went not with him to the War, 
offome 100/. apiece, of others 200/. according 
to their Eftates and Abilities. And moreover, 
at Michaelmas following, a Tenth was granted of 
the Clergy for two Years to come. 

In Rymers Fotdera, Vol. 5, p. ^6, and in the 
Second Additional Volume to Dugdal/s Monafticon 
Anglhamm, it appears that the abovemention'd 
Grant of Wool was of half the Wool of England, 
amounting to 20000 Sacks, or Packs , as there 
mentioned in a Grant of Exemption from the fame 
to the Abbat of Ofiiey. Thus, if we allow 40 /. 
a Sack, as is before mention'd, the whole Amount 
of the Wool will be 800,000/. an immenfe Sum in 

thofe 
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thofe Days. Befides the Tenth of the Clergy, and 
the Aid there fpoken of. 

In the Year 13 jp, the thirteenth of the King's 
Reign, the Lords in Parliament granted to the 
King the*tenth Sheaf of all the Corn of their De- 
mefnes, except of their bound Tenants; the tenth 
Fleece of Wool, and the tenth Lamb of their own 
Storej to be paid for two Years, 

Then another Seffion following foon after, be- 
caufe the Commons had defir'd a Refpite, to go 
home to confult thofe who fent them ; for then it 
feems they a&ed fo cautioufly ; the Commons, I 
fay, gave the King thirty thoufand Sacks of Wool, 
the which, computed at 40/. far Sack, as has 
been above fhewn, the whole Amount came to 
one Million two hundred thoufand Pounds ; Sums, 
if real, never heard of before* 

Befides all this, the maritime Parts were charg'd 
with furnifhing a Navy at their own Coft, and the 
inland^ with ferving ih Perfon, or finding Men for 
the neceflary Defence of the Kingdom. 

A Parliament held the 14th Year of his Reign, 
which was of Christ 1540, granted, towards 
carrying on the War againft France, the Ninth of all 
Grain, of Wool, and of Lambs, to be taken for two 
Years; alfo the ninth Part of all the Goods of 
Citizens and BurgefTes; and of foreign Merchants, 
and others not having Sheep or Corn, the nine- 
teenth of their Goods to the Value. The Clergy 
in like manner, at the fame time, gave the King 
a Tenth. 

In the King's fifteenth Year the Parliament con- 
firmed the former Grant. In this Seffion there is 
fome Explanation what each Sack was valu'd at. 
It is true, it has been faid above that the King 
fold 1 0000 Sacks of Wool in Brabant at 40/. a 
Sack; but here it is exprefs'd, that every Sack of 

the 
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the bed Wool (hould be anfwer'd to the King at 
6 1 the next Sort at 5 /. and the worft at four 
Marks y befides his Cuftom of 40 s. for every Sack. 

The eighteenth Year the Clergy granted the 
King a Define, or Tenth Triennial, or for three 
Years ; and the Commons two Fifteenths of the 
Counties, and two Defines, or Tenths of Cities 
and of Towns. And after this a third Fifteenth. 

Anno Reg* 21, Dam. 1347, Two Fifteenths were 
again given the King ftill for carrying on the War 
againft France. At the fame time he had 40 s. 
of every Knight's Fee, the ufual Aid upon 
Knighting his Skin, the Prince of Wales. 

The Subfidy of Wool, that is, the forty Shil- 
lings upon every Sack, is, in the Parliament Anno 
Reg. 22, Dom. 1348, computed at 60000 L a year, 
which gives us fome farther Light into the Value 
of what was then granted the King in Sacks of 
Wool. 

The fame Year the Parliament granted the King 
three Fifteenths, to be paid in three Years. 

Anno Reg. 27, Dom. 1353, The King had gran- 
ted him the Subfidy of Wool for three Years ; the 
which computed, as is obferv'd above, at 60000 /. 
a year, amounts to one hundred and eighty thour 
fand Pounds. 

Anno Reg. 29, Dom. 1355, Granted to his Ma jet- 
ty for fix Years following the Subfidy of Wool, at 
the Rate of 50 j. of every Sack that ihould be ex- 
ported during that Time. And whereas it was 
then reckon'd that an hundred thoufand Sacks were 
then exported yearly, this Duty amounted to two 
hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds per annum ; fo 
that the whole fix Years Income was one Million 
and an half, or fifteen hundred thoufand Pounds. 

Anno Reg 36, Dom. i$62 y The Parliament gran- 
ted to the King for three Years i6u 8 4. of every 

Sack 
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Sack of Wool, befides a^Subfidy of Wools, Fells, 
and Skins- 

Anno Reg. 42, Dom. 1368, The Parliament gran- 
ted to the King, for two Years, of every Wool-pack 
%6 r. 8 i. for every twelve Score of Fells as much ; 
and of every Laft of Skins 4 /. over and above the 
ufual Cuftom of 6 s. 8 d. for every Wool-pack, and 
the fame for every twelve Score of Fells ; and of 
1 3 j. 4 d. for every Laft of Skins. 

Anno Reg* 43, Dom. 1369, For a new War with 
France there was granted, for three Years, of Deni- 
2ens, for every Sack of Wool 43 s* 4 d. of every 
twenty Dozen of Fells 43 s. 4 d. and of every Laft 
of Skins 4/. But of Aliens, for every Sack of Wool 
53 /. 4 d. for every twelve Score Fells as much ; and 
for every Laft of Skins j /• d *• Id. over and above 
the old Cuftoms. 

The Lands of religious Aliens were again feiz'd 
into the King's Hands. 

Anno Reg. 45, Dom. 13 71, The Clergy granted 
to the King an Aid, towards his Wars with France, 
of fifty thoufand Pounds ; and the Laity alfo gran- 
ted the like Sum. This is the firft Sum we thus 
meet with particularly fpecify'd in Money. And 
it is worth obferving, that this whole great Tax was 
but one hundred thoufand Pounds towards carrying 
on fo great a War, and that the Clergy paid the 
one half of it. 

Anno Dm* 1372, Reg. 46, King Edward, having 
made extraordinary great Preparations to raife the 
Siege of Rochel, then invefted by the French, was fo 
long detained by contrary Winds, that he was forc'd 
to defift, and difperfe his Fleet, and difmifs his 
Land Forces* In this Enterprize, Walfingbam fays, 
he /pent in vain above nine hundred thoufand 
Pounds ; a Sum fo immenfe in thofe Days, that ic 
fecms almoft incredible, confidering the great Ex- 

pences 
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pences he had been at before in a War of fo many 
Years Continuance, the Amount of thofe Taxes 
that have been feen before, and the then Prices of 
all Things. 

Anm Reg. 47, Dam* 1375, Granted for the fame 
War two Fifteenths, to be paid in two Years ,- of 
every twenty. Shillings of Merchandife coming 
into the Realm, or going out, fix Pence, for two 
Years (except of Wool-Skins and Wool-Fells ;) alfo 
the Subfidy of Wool for two Years. 

Anno Reg. 50, Lhm. 1376, The Parliament gran- 
ted the fame Subfidy of Wool, Skins, and Wool- 
Fells, as is mention'd lafi above, and this to endure 
for three Years from the Feaft of St. Michael next 
enfuing* 

Anno Reg. 51, Dom* 13771 The Lords and Com- 
mons granted the King a Poll- Tax, at four Pence a 
Head for every Man and Woman paffing the Age 
of fourteen Years, Beggars only excepted* The 
Clergy at the fame time granted twelve Pence of 
every Perfon benefie'd, and of all other religious 
Perfons four Pence by the Poll, the four Orders of 
Friers Mendicants only excepted. Here it is worth 
obferving, that the King demanding of the City of 
London to advance him 4000 /. upon this Poll, and 
the Mayor, Adam Staple^ proving backward in per- 
forming the fame, he was by the King turn'd out 
of that Office, and Sir Richard Whittingtm put into 
his Place* Circumftances are in ail refpe&s con- 
iiderably alter'd (ince that Time. 

Befides all the former Impositions there was a 
Loan, which, though out of Courfe of Time, being 
very particular, may well come into this Place. 
. Anno Reg. 44, Dam. 1369, King -Edward lit 
borrowed of the Prelates and others many great 
Sums of Money, faying :he would beftow the fame 
in Defence of the Churoh and Realm.. It is to be 

ob- 
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obferv'd, that this way of borrowing was no better 
than taking by Force ; for they durft not then deny 
to lend ,v and it does not appear that they were 
ever repaid. 

For the Payment of the faid fifty thoufand 
Pounds given by the Clergy, Chantry Priefts were 
tax'd> according to the Sam they received by the 
Tear; as alfo Benefices, which had never been 
tax'd before. 

The fifty thoufand Pounds given by the Laity 
were aflefs'd on all the Parishes in England, at the 
Rate of 23 s. 4 d. every Pari(h, the great Parilhes 
to help out the lefs ; fuppofing that there had been 
Parilhes enough in England to make up the Sum at 
that Rate : But upon Enquiry it appeared that the 
Number of Parishes fell too (hort by much ; where* 
upon it was ordain'd in a great Council, fummon'd 
to that E&e&, that each Parilh fliould pay 5/. 16s. 
the greater to help the leffer. Whereupon the 
Names of the Shires were fet down, with the 
Number of Churches in each of them, and the 
Sum that every Shire was to pay, being as follows : 

ShiresL Parifhes. What every Shire did pay. 

/. x. d. 

1 Rent 397 2279 8 o 

2 Surrey 118 684 8 o 

3 Suffex 284 1657 4 6 

4 Southampton 230 1334 o 6 

5 Wiltfhire 239 1386 4 o 

6 Somerfet&ire 3^1 2257 16 o 
7Dorfetlhire 237 1374 12 o 

8 Dcvonfiiire 381 2149 16 o 

9 Cornwal 194 1125 40 

10 Glocefterfliire 254 1473 40 

11 Herefordlhire 144 834 4 o 
n Shropfhire 114 661 4 cJ 

Shires 
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SWre& Parifhes. What every Shire did pay. 

/. J- dk 

13 S aftordaire xoo 580 o o 

14 Oxfordfhirc 200 ti6o o o 

15 B rkflnrc ijtf $04 16 o 

16 Bvdfordfliirc j 2 f 701 16 <J 

17 Buckinghamfhire 200 xx 60 00 
x8Northamptooihirc3o3 1757 8 6 

19 Rutlandshire 44 255 4 

20 Warwickshire 183 lotfi 8 

21 Leiceilcrfbire 209 121 2 4 o 

22 Nottinghamshire 164 pyx 40 

23 Darby (hire $>6 556 16 $ 

24 Lincolnflxire £27 3636 16 & 

25 Northumberland 60 348 o o 

26 Westmorland 32 185x20 

27 Cumberland 96 556 16 

28 Lancashire 58 336 8 

29 Norfolk 806 3674 16 

30 Suffolk 515 2p2<$ o o 

31 Cambridgeshire 172 PP7 8 o 

32 Huntingdonshire 6z 535 12 o 

33 London no 637 o o 

34 Middlefex 63 365 80 

35 ESfex 400 2*59 18 o 
3d Hertfordfliire 135 730 x6 o 

37 Yorkshire 540 3071 12 o 

38 Worcestershire 139 8otf 4 o 

39 Durham 61 553 16 o 

Sum of all the Shires in England, without the 
City of London and the Biflioprick of Durham, is 
37. The Total of PariSh Churches 8doo, and all 
the Money amounted to 501 81 /• 8 j. of the which 
was withdrawn 18 x/. 8 s. by reafon that fome 
Parifhes in the County of Suffolk paid only x x 2 $• 
7 <£ ob. and fome in the County of Devonhire but 

112 * 
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ti2 Ji iorf. 5. by teafon of their great Poverty;, 
and thus the King was anfwer'd 50000 /; 

Cbefiire, a County Palatine, came not to this. 
Parliament; In the City of Chejkr are ten Parifl* 
Churches 1 and in the Shite, without the City/ 
there are 87 Parifli Churches, befides Chapels. 

tsfote> That I have given this exaftly as I find ie 
in Stow, riio* the Totals do not anfwer to the par- 
ticular Sums, as hot knowing how to fet it right ;, 
for, notwithstanding the Difference, it may be ac-^ • 
ceptable to the Curious, and (hotos the manner of! ' 
railing the aforefaid Tax* 

Stat* 1 Edw* III- Becaufe before, this Time, in, 
the Time of King Edward Father to the fcingthac 
now is, the King by evil Counfelldrs caus'd to be 
feiz*d into his Hands the Temporalities of divers 
Bifhops, with all their Goods arid Chattels therein 
found, without any Caufe, and the fame held iii 
his Hands by a long Seafon, and continually there^ 
of took the Profits, to the great Damage of the 
faid Bifhops, Wafles and Ueftru&ions of their 
Chattels, Manors, Parks, and Woods j the King 
willeth and granteth that from henceforth it (hall 
not be done, . * 

Thus ends the Reign of King Edward III, thari 
whom England never had a greater Oppreflbr, if 
wafting the whole Subftance of the People may be 
called Oppreffion, and yet fcarce any found* Iefs 
Opposition from the Subjt&s; The Reafoh is 
plain ; for the great ones being then the Ring- 
leaders of all Rebellions* the greater dumber of 
them were employed in the Wars in France where 
they enriched themfelves with Plunder and Rapine ; 
the reft had Employments at home, where they 
were no lefs bufy in pilfering from all below thefti. 
The Commonalty, having no Heads to lead them 
againft their Sovereign, and being kept mifetably 

• I • poor 
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poor with perpetual heavy Impofitions, were quiet, 
ftudying rather how to get Bread than to oppofe 
their Superiors ; for nothing is more certain, than 
that Eafe and Plenty make Men wanton, no lefs 
than other Animals ,• whereas a Arid Hand kept 
over them makes them humble and peaceable. Be- 
fides, the continual Draughts for Supplies in France, 
where infinite Numbers perifh'd, notwithftanding 
their SuccefTes, drein'd the Country of the more 
turbulent Spirits, who delighting in Confufion, 
found Work cutjout for them abroad, without be- 
ing left to contrive Mischief at home. Witncfs 
that great Number of Mifcrejnts, who, during the 
fhort Glimmerings there were of Peace between 
the two Nations, ravaged a great Part of France, 
without any Show of legal Authority, with the 
utmofl; Barbarity > under the Command of the 
(by fome) much admired Sir Robert Knoles, and 
others, King Edward, contrary to all Humanity, 
conniving at thofe Villanies; for tho* he pre- 
tended to forbid it, he never took any efleftual 
meafts to quell it'; but on the contrary, as foon 
as Occaiion offer'd, he cheriflrd all that Crew 
#f cruel Robbers- He went not out of this World 
altogether linpunifii'd for all the Crimes he had 
been guilty of, feeing his darling Son, fo like himfelf, 
fcatch'd away before him, meeting with mighty 
Xofl'es and Difappointments in his old Age, and 
dying after fuch a manner as is much to be lamen- 
ted ,• and after his Death the Scourge folloWd his 
Family,' his Grandfon and Succeflbr being depos'd 
and inhumanly murder'd, as wfc fiiall fee in his Life, 
that elder Branch of the Family expiring in him, 
and fo making room for a long: and fuccefsful Ufur* 
pation, which alfo ended in the Extirpation of the 
elder Branch of that Line, yet put not an end to 
..the fatal' Confcquftnces of Rebellion, till the two 

Houfes 
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Houfcs of Tork and Lancafltr tfrcre united in King 
Henry VII. and bis Queen* 

K. RICHARD II. 

OF the Name, and the fecond unfortunate 
Monarch, fince the Conqueft, rebel) ioufly 
depos'd, and then inhumanely murder'd, the one 
the alraoft ncceffary Confeguence of the other ; for 
no Ufurper can think himfelf fafe, whilft the de- 
pos'd Prince lives. To put fome Glofs upon the 
violent thrufling of King Richard from the Throne^ 
an Aft of Resignation was extorted from him, when 
in the Hands of his Enemies, who could compel 
him to fubmit to what Terms they pleas'd, in 
hopes of finding fome Mercy among them, tho 
all in vain ; for when they had, brought him to 
their Beck, they foon after defiroy'd him. It will 
be an hard Task to find out the Crimes this King 
was deposed for ; the whole Courfe of his Life ap- 
pear^ much more innocent than thofe were who 
treated him in fuch cruel manner. As to his Pcrfon, 
he is allowed to have been one of the moil beautiful 
and graceful Men of his Time, whieh might perhaps 
contribute to draw on him the Envy of the great 
Men, whofe Pride was fuch that they could not 
bear to be outdone by any one ; for they hated all 
that was commendable in others ; and tho 9 they did 
not vie to excel in Virtue, they grudg'd to have any 
furpafs them even in Vice. The greateft Fault 
charged on him was Profufenefs, being no more 
thai) a Generality beyond moft of his Progenitors ; 
which, if it does happen to grow to an Excefs in 
Princes, is no more thah what may be juftly tolera- 
ted, considering it is the Effed of Greatnefs of 
Mind* However, when we come to fum up the 
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Aids given him by his People, they will appear to 
have been much inferior to what fome other Kings 
had in the like Time as his Reign lafted. But his 
great Guilt confifted in being of a peaceable Tem- 
per, and delighting in a quiet Life. His Father 
and Grandfather had lavifh'd Blood enough, and 
it might in reafotf have been thought time to 
avoid the Effufion of more ,• but then his People 
living at Eafe grew wanton, and fince he would 
not fhed the Biood of others, they imbru'd their 
Hands in his* A wretched Generation! that could 
only delight in the Deftruftion of their own Kind, 
either ranging abroad to devour their Neighbour 
or elfe raging againft one another at home. Thus 
began the Pra&ice in England of murdering So- 
yereigns, in the Perfon of King Edward: YL and fo 
it was afterwards followed. Let us proceed to the 
Revenues duringJiis Reign r 
' Anno Dom. i$7J, Reg. i, King Richard II.* 
aflfembled his Parliament at London^ whieh con- 
tinue from Michaelmas till the Feaft of St. Andrew 
the Apoftle. The Knights here beginning where 
they had left oflf the foregoing Seflion ? infilled for 
the Baniflimdht of Alice Peres (one of King Edward 
111/s Concubines, who had done more Mifchief r and 
fcrap'd together more Wealth than all the reft of them) 
for that fhe, in Contempt of *an Aft of Parliament 
pafs'd tQ that effeft, and in Breach of the Oath (he 
had taken, had prcfum'd to come into the (late) 
King's Court, to perfwade, and obtain of him 
whatfoever fhe defir'd. Tho* fee had with her 
Money corrupted many of the Lords, and atl the 
Lawyers in England, who pleaded for her not only 
underhand, but in a publick manner; however be- 
ing, through thelnduftry and Wifdom of theafore- 
faid Knights, convidcd out of her own Mouth, foe 
^as outlaw' d, and all her Eftate real and perfonal 
* • coa- 
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confiscated. Two Tenths were alfo now granted 
as an Aid to the King, to be paid within that 
Year; but upon Condition, that the King fliould 
not for the future burden the People by extor- 
ting Money of the Subje&s upon fuch Demands, 
but (bould live upon his own, and maintain his 
Wars, for that his own royal Patrimony (as was 
there alledg'd) was Sufficient for him, as well to 
keep his Houfe, as to defray the Charge of the 
War, provided the faid Patrimony were managM 
by faithful Officers, Tho. IVatfing. Now what 
that Revenue was, or from whence it accru'd, 
does not any where appear : In the next Reign 
there is a fbort Note of the Amount, which feems 
very trivial for fo great an Expence, and fhall be 
there taken notice of. 

Anno Dom. 1378, Reg. 2, At the Feaft of & 
Jjfke a Parliament was held at Glmtcefter, where, 
among many other Ads pafs'd for the Benefit of 
the Subje&s, it was at lad accorded to give the 
King for that Year one Mark of every Sack of 
Wool, to be paid by the Merchants j and of every 
Pounds worth of Wares brought from beyond the 
Sea and fold here, fix Pence, to be paid by the 
Buyers. 

Amo Dom* 1379, Reg. 3, There was granted to 
the King a Subfidy to be levy'd of the great Men 
of the Land, to the end that the Commons might 
be fpar'd. The Dukes of tancafier and Britanny 
paid twenty Marks, every Earl fix Marks, Bifhops 
and mitred Abbats as much, and every Monk 
three Shillings and four Pence ; alfo every Juftice, 
Sheriff, Knight, Efquire, Parfon, Vicar, and 
Chaplain, were charged after a certain Rate, but 
not any of the Commons that were of the Laity. 

1 3 Anno 
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Anno Dem. 1380, Reg- 4, The Parliament then 
aflcmbled at Northampton^ to avoid the mutinous 
Temper of the Londoners, granted the King a Sub- 

iidy. 

Anno Dcm* 1 3 8 1 , Reg. 5, A Subfidy was granted, 

viz,, of every Prieft, whether Secular or Regular* 
and of each Nun, half a Mark ; and of every Head 
of the Laity, Men or Women, marry'd or un~ 
marry'd, Walfingharn fays, twelve Pence, others 
but four Pence. Upon the collcfiing of this Duty 
happen'd the Rabble Rebellion of iVm. Tyler, Jack 
Straw, and others ; a Story too well known to need 
any thing being faid of it here, but fhowing how 
apt the People were to run mad upon every trivial 
Occafion. This Tax could not be fo grievous, but 
that the Mifchiefs qccafion'd by that Infurredion 
did mope Harm than all the Amount of that Duty 
could arife to : And if it be faid, that it was npt 
the Greatnefs of the Demand which put the Mul- 
titude into that Ferment, but the Infolence of the 
Colle&or, difcpvering the Nakednefs of Wat. Tyler's 
Daughter, then it is granted that the People had 
no occafion tp complain of Taxes; and as for the 
Infolence of the Colle&or, much greater was the 
Barbarity of the Father in cleaving his Head, for 
which he certainly deferv'd Peath, to avoid which, 
he riis'd fuch a Commotion as had well nigh 
brought the whole Nation to Peftru&ion* 

This fame Year was granted to the King a Duty 
of two Shillings, upbp every Tun of Wine imported, 
by the Parliament aflfembled at IV*fintinfier,tn& 
portionably for a leffcr Quantity. Alfo fix 
in the Pound to take and receive of all manner of 
other Merchandizes to be brought out and coming 
within the Realm, as well (that is to fay) of all mari- 
ner of woollen Oothes, as of any other Merchan- 
dizes, ex<^pt Wools, Leather, and Wool-Fells, over 

the 
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the CuAoms and Subfidics thereof due before this 
Grant, from the 21ft Day of May this prefent 
Year, till the Feaft of St % Michael next coming, and 
from the fame Feaft for two whole Fears next en- 
fuing. So always that the Money thereof coming 
be wholly apply'd upon the Cafe keeping of the Sea, 
and no Part elfewhere. And, at the Requeft of the 
Commons, the King witleth, that Sir John Philpot 
Kt. be Receiver and Keeper of the Money rifing 
of the faid Subfldy from the Town of Southampton 
towards the North; and that John Pqlimond and 
fhomcu Beaupeny be Receivers and Keepers of the 
{aid Subsidy in the Town of Southampton* and 
from thence towards the Weft, by the Kang s Let- 
ters Patents thereof to be made to the faid Perfons 
in due Form. 

Am* Dom. 1382, Reg. 5, tf, The Merchants 
granted the King for a Subfidy certain Cufloms of 
their Wools, which they bought and fold, calTd a 
Maletot y to endure for four Years. 

Anuo Dom. 1385, Reg-6> 7, The Moiety of a 
Fifteenth was granted by the Temporality ; and, 
foon after the Moiety of a Tenth by the Clergy. 
The Northern Lords demanded a Part of that 
Money ; becaufe they had been deputed in this 
Parliament to guard tliofe Parts againft the Incur- 
fions of tHc &ots. They were anfwer'd by the 
Lord William of VPickham> Biftop of Winchefter> that 
whereas they were before poor, they had been 
therefore made rich and Lords, that they might 
be the better enabled to repel the Scots f and to 
the end that the King and the Lords of the 
Southern Parts fhould be the lefs burthen'd, where- 
as otherwife they muft be every Tear at the 
Trouble jo£ drawing together an Army, and toiling 
the People with marching into thofe Parts, &c*' 
However, they wer^.cornmiffion'd to raife Fofrces, 
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and oppofe the Sect*, whenfoevcr they fliould hap- 
pen to infcft thofe Parts. 

* Anno Dom. 1584, Reg. 7, 8, Another half Fi£ 
teenth of the Laity, and half a Tenth of the 
Clergy, granted to the King. Walfin^oam men- 
tions not the Nature of the Impofjuon, but only 
fays, that this Year much Induftry was us'd to ex- 
tort Money from the Clergy and Commonalty, for 
Maintenance of the Forces employ'd in the King*s 
Wars. 

Anno Dom. 1385, Reg. 8, p, About the Feaft of 
St. Martin the Parliament fate at London, where the 
Laity granted the King one Fifteenth and an half, 
upon Condition that the Clergy fhould give one 
Tenth and an half; which Condition the Lord 
William Courtney, Archbifliop of Canterbury, fkifRy 
opposed, ajledging it was not fit to be done, efpe- 
cially confidering that the Church was free, and 
no way to be taxM by Laymen; and therefore he 
would rather lofe his Head, than confent that the 
holy Church 6( England flioulef be brought intofuch 
Servitude: This Anfwer rais*d fo gre^t a Com- 
motion ampng the Commons, that the Knights of 
the Shires, with fomc of the 'Mobility, earneftly. 
prefs'd that the Temporalities of the Clergy might 
be taken from them, affirming that they were 
grown fo proud, that it was neceffefy by taking 
away their Temporalities to reduce them to Alms, 
that fo they might become more humble. > This 
they pufh'd on, and hpp^ to bring to pafo every 
one laying out for him felf Tome ^aft of a ^fpnaf- 
tery. One of them, Walfingh^m fays he himfelf 
heard fay, he would have a thoufand Marks a year 
put of the Houfe of St. Alban'h But the King put 
a Stop to that Madnefs, faying, he would maintain 
the Chutch as he had promised, and rather add tq 
th$n take froni it.* Hereupon the Archbifliop a't- 

v '" tended 
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tended the King, and acquainted him, that it had 
been unanimoully agreed co, by him, and the Clergy 
of the Kingdom, to give him a Tenth ; which the 
King accepted fo gracioufly, that he declared he 
was better pleas'd with that voluntary free Gift, 
than he (hould have been with four times the Value 
extorted by Compulfion. Obferve here the Good- 
nefs of this King,, and how ill rewarded it was 
afterwards, even by the Generality of the Clergy, 
and by the Archbifliop of Canterbury > all whom he 
had fav'd from Ruin. 

Arnfo Dom. 1385, Reg. 9, 10, The Parliament 
utterly refus'd to grant the King any Supply ; but 
having proceeded againft Michael Ate Pole, the 
Chancellor, and convi&ed him of many Frauds 
and Extortions, they confifcated all he was then 
poffefs'd of, which they alledg'd was fo great a 
Treafure, that it would fuffice to anfwer all the 
King's Demands, and fupply his Wants ; but the 
King bore him fo much Afieftion, that he took no 
Advantage of their Judgment, and accordingly 
went without any Supply* 

Anno Dom. 1387, Reg. 10, This Year pafs'd 
*way in Commotions and rebellious Aftions, fo 
that there was nothing to oe had by the King. 

Anno Dom. 1388, Reg. 11, In the Parliament 
then affembled at Cambridge y after the Feaft of the 
Nativity of St. Mary, there was granted to the King 
a Tenth of the Clergy, and a Fifteenth of the 
Laity. 

Anno Dom- 1389, Reg. 12, I do not find the King 
had any Aid from his Subje&s. 

Anno Dom. 1390, Reg. 13, The Parliament met 
at tVeftminfter on the Monday next after the Feaft o£ 
St. Hilary, and gave the King 40 s. of every Sack 
of Wool, 10/. thereof to be immediately apply'd 
to the King's Ufe, and the other 30 s. to be depo-* 

iitcd 



1 1 1 An Hijlorical Account of 

fited in the Hands of Trcafurers appointed for de-. 
fraying the Charge of any War that might happen. 
Befides this, there was a Subfidy of fix Pence in the 
Pound, whereof four Pence to be deposited as is 
faid above, and the other two Pence to be difpos'd. 
of as the Ring thought fit. 

Anno Dom. 1391, Reg. 14, In a Parliament 
atfembled at London, on the Friday next after the 
Commemoration of All Souls, half a Tenth and 
half a Fifteenth were given to defray the Charges; 
of the Duke of Lane after, who was to go over into 
France to treat of Peace. - However, the whole 
Tenth and Fifteenth were granted conditionally, in. 
cafe any Expedition were that Year undertaken 
againft the Scots* 

Anno Dom* 1 $92* Reg. iy, The King feht to 
borrow 1000 /. of the Londoners, which they obfti- 
nately refused beyond what became them ; and not 
fo fatisfy'd, a certain Lombard offering to lend the 
King that Sum, they abus'd, beat, and almoft 
kill' d him. The King being inform'd of it was 
much provok'd, and fummoning almoft all the 
prime Men of the Kingdom, laid before them the 
Infolfence of tht Citizens of London, complaining of 
their Preemption. They being all offended at the 
Citizens on feveral Accounts, confulted how Con- 
tumacy might be corrected, and their Pride brought 
down ; for at that Time the Londoners were of all 
People in the World the moft haughty, moil arro- 
gant, and moft covetous; having little Faith in 
God and the ancient Traditions, Favourers of the 
bollards, Slanderers of religious Perfons, Defrauders 
of Tithes, and Oppreflbrs of the meaner Sort* 
And fo far did their Preemption extend, that they 
durft adventure to make new Laws, to moleft^ 
burden, and deprefs fuch as came from th< 
neighbouring Towns or Countries, contrary to all 

human 
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human Reafbn,and even in Opposition to God and 
Juftice. I pafs by their Inhumanity, their Rapa- 
cioufnefs, their Falihood, their Malignity, which 
they pra&is'd towards all that came near them ; 
for (hould I go about to take notice of all the 
Crimes they committed about this Time, I believe 
they would make a confiderable Volume. In fiiort, 
their Behaviour towards the King, and the Mif- 
chiefs they had done to others being fumU up> and 
they fenfible of their own Guilt, which was too 
manifeft to be conceai'd, they fubmittcd themselves 
wholly to the King, rather than (land Trial with 
him- Whereupon the Maior, Sheriff, and fome 
of the greateft Offenders, were fecur'd, and Tent 
Prifoners to feveral Places, their Charter made void, 
and a Warden of the City appointed by the King. 
In fbort, after they had been fome time thus 
punifh'd, putting the King to an immenfe Charge 
to reduce them, his good Temper prevailed, and 
going to London to comfort thofe then dejefied 
People, they, to gain his farther Favour, made him 
very rich Prefents, and befides paid him ioooo/. in 
Money to have their Liberties reftor'd. This is 
what Walfingham tells us of the Money fo rais'd on 
the City, his long Relation being here much 
abridged. « 

Anno Dom. 1393, Reg- i(S, This Tear again the 
fame Author tells us of a Parliament aflembled at 
Wincbefler, after Cbrifimas, where the Clergy gran- 
ted the King half a Tenth, and the Laity half a 
Fifteenth, for the Expences of the Dukes of Lanr 
(after and Glocefter, who were to go. into France to 
negotiate a Peace between the two Kingdoms. 

Anno Dom. 1394, Reg. ij 9 The Parliament met at 
London on the O&ave of St. Hilary, where it does 
not appear that the Laity gave any thing ; but the 
Clergy gave a Tenth, in cafe the King went into 
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Ireland; but only half of it, if he undertook not 
that Expedition* 

Ic is not from our Purpofe here to obferve what 
Walfingham tells us this Year, which is, that when 
K. Edward 1IL had appointed Judges in Ireland, and 
fettled the Exchequer there, he receiv'd yearly from 
that Crown 30000 /. which was a very great Ad- 
dition in thole Days to his Revenue, and (hows 
Ireland to have been much richer than fome others 
would reprefent it at that Time ; for it has been 
fince then fo harafs'd and impoverifli'd that little can 
be faid.of it now* But then again, this fame Year 
the fame Author tells us, that King Richard was at 
30000 Marks a year Expence upon that Kingdom* 
It may eafily be fuppos'd that King Edward had fo 
cruelly oppreft thofe People, by drawing fo much 
from them, that Defpair made them have Recourfe 
to Arms in their own Defence, when they were 
r.o longer able to anfwer fo great a Draught. Be 
that as it will, King Richard not only wanted that 
Supply from thence, but expended fo much of his 
own, and yet whatsoever he had was thought too 
much for him. 

AnnoDom* 139$, Reg. 18, King Rkhard being 
thefi in Ireland, after the Odave of the Epiphany, 
Edmund Duke of fork, the King's Uncle, held the 
Parliament at Louden, as Guardian of the Kingdom 
•in the King's Abfence. The Duke of Glocefter 
came to this Parliament out of Ireland, and fo effec- 
tually laid before it the great Straights the King 
was reduc'd ro in I/eland, that the Clergy granted 
a Tenth, and the Laity a Fifteenth ,• firft protec- 
ting that they were not in Rigour of Right oblig'd 
to it, but that they did it of their Afteftion. 

Anno Dom. 1396, Reg* 19, The King was at 
very great Expence in an Interview he had with 
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the Ring of France ; for Walfingham tells us, that 
he then fpent above three hundred thoufend Marks, 
befides the Value of ten rhoufand in Gifts and 
Prefents; yet does it not appear that he received 
any thing above his own Revenues from the Sub- 

Anno Dom- 1397, Reg. 20, The Parliament met 
at London after Chriftmas, wherein the King, not- 
withftanding his great Expences abovemention'd, 
could obtain no more than half a Tench of the 
Clergy. But he is faid to have borrowed much 
Money of the Cities, Prelates, and other Perfons* 

Anno Dom. 13^8, Reg. 21, No Imposition ap- 
pears this Year, all things beginning to tend to the 
Deftru&ron of the^King, who the next'Year, 

*399> being the 2 2d cf his Reign, is faid to 
have borrow <i great Sums of the chief of the 
Clergy, as well as the Laity ; and to have exac- 
ted much more, by way of Composition, from fe- 
venteen Counties of the Kingdom, which had con- 
fpir'd againft him, in fupporting the Duke of 
Gkucefler, the Earls of Arundel, and Warwick, &c. 

The MS- of Island's own Hand, in the Com* 
Library, made ufe of in the foregoing Reigns, ends 
with this, and has nothing to add to what has 
been already faid- Sir Robert Cottons own MS. 
only fays, he finds no Precedent of this King 
Richard II. raifing any Money t?y regal Power- 
Two other MSS. afford nothing; but a third, 
which in the fo often quoted Collection in the 
Cotton Library is f. 64, turns up the Grants made 
to this King from Parliament Rolls, thus : 

Anno 1 Ric. II. Two Fifteenths and two Tenths 
in Cities and Boroughs, to be employ'd on the 
Wars, granted to King Richard II. in the firft Year. 

SuWIdy of Wools and Staple Ware, as formerly 
in the 50th of Edward III, &c. and a more In- 
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creafe of the fame Subfidy, 1 3 x. 4 4. of every Sack 
of Wool; 26 s. Sd. of every Laft of Skins; and 
6<L of every 20 s. Merchandize coming in or going 
out, for Maintenance of Wars, granted to him in 
his fecond Year. 

The Lords and Commons gave to the King, the 
fame Year, fuch Subsidies of Wools, as in the laft 
Parliament, to endure for one Year longer, and a 
Sum of Money of every State of the Realm. Ro$. 
fori. 2 JR. 2. 

And in the third Year of this Richard II. a Loan 
of one Fifteenth and an half oat of the Cities and 
Towns, and one Difme and a half within Cities 
and Towns only, to be employ'd upon the Wars. 
They alfo grant the Subfidy of Wools, Wool-Fells, 
and Skins, as was granted the laft Parliament, re- 
quelling no other Sobfidics might be ask'd of the 
Commons. Rot. Pari. 3 R. 2. 

And in the fifth Year of the fame King, the 
Lords and Commons, fearing left the continual 
granting of Subsidies of Wools and. Staple Wares 
might grow into a cuftomary Right, were content 
to yield the King the like, fo ic might be with an 
Interruption from Chriflmas to Epiphany. At which 
time they granted it as four Years before ; provided* 
1. It (hould be beftow'd upon the Wars ; 2. That 
the King would be advis'd by his Council ; 
5. That the Wars leafing Payments , might de- 
termine. Rot. Pari j R. 2. 

The Lords and Commons grant, in the fitfth of 
the fame King, one Fifteenth and one Tenth, to 
be employ'd only upon the Defence of the Realm. 
*< And in the feventh of Richard IL the Moiety of 
a Tenth and of a Fifteenth granted by the Laity, 
provided that the other Moiety (hould be granted, 
if the Wars with France and Scotland continued. 

And 
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And in the eighth of Richard II. two Fifteenth* 
granted to the King conditionally, that the one 
Moiety of the Fifteenth granted the laft Parliament 
might ceafe. 

And in the tenth of Richard II. half a Tenth 
and half a Fifteenth granted. And for Defence 
of the Sea^ of every Tun of Wine 3 /. and lid. 
of every Pound of Merchandize. And the Subfidy 
of Wools and Staple Wares granted for one Year ; 
and another half of a Fifteenth upon Conditions. 

And in the eleventh Year, for Defence of the 
Realm, one Subfidy of Wool-Skins and Wool-Fells ; 
for every Sack of Wool, above the old Cuftom, 
from Denifons 43 /. 4 d. from Strangers 46 s. 8 d. 
for every Laft of Skins, above the old Cuftoras, 
from Denifons 4/. 6*. 8i. from Strangers 4/* 

13 J. ±dy 

And for three Years Subfidies, granted upon 
Condition they be employ 'd upon the Defence of 
the Realm, and that the Staple be removed from 
Calais into England* 

And in the fifteenth, a Difme and a half ; a Fif- 
teenth and a half, conditionally granted, that if 
the King go not in Perfon into France, or Scotland, 
they may be emjploy'd upon other Defences of the 
Realm- 

And the fame Year a Subfidy granted for three 
Years together, with half a Difme and half a Fif- 
teenth. And in the twenty-firft, the Lords and 
Commons grant to the King, during Life, the Sub- 
fidy of all Staple Ware, together with one Difme 
and a half, and one Fifteenth and a half. 
' Having thus mentioned all the Grants to this un- 
fortunate King, it may be obferv'd, that thefe 
were all given by Parliament, and none extorted 
by Violence. It is likely that a young generous 
Prince might be lavilh of his Trcafure, which was 
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no Crime to merit his being deposed and cruelly 
murder'd, when we daily fee fo many extravagant 
Youths fquandcr away their Eftates, without any 
Punifliment infli&ed on them- Befides, King 
Richard fpent moft of his Treafure among his Sub- 
jects at home, which was look'd upon perhaps as 
one of his Faults, in that he did not carry it aft 
abroad to make War on France, as his Grandfather 
had doue. But itt reality, the greareft of his Fai- 
lings was his not punifhing the worft of Traitors, 
among whom may be reckoned his Uncle the Duke 
of Lancafter, who laid ail the Dispositions towards 
dethroning him, and left them to be put in pra&ice 
by his Son, who afterwards ufurp 5 d the Crown, and 
murdered his Sovereign- That the Duke of Lan- 
cafter afpir'd to the Throne, is fo vifible through 
all his A&ions>, that any one who reads the Life o£ 
King Richard may eafily be convinc'd of it ; but the 
Particulars are too long for this Place. However* 
it may not be improper to mention, how a Cartbu- 
fan came purpofely out of I eland, and delivered into 
the King's own Hand a Paper, containing an Ac- 
count of the Confpiracy carry'don by John otGant, ' 
Duke of Lancaster, to deftroy the King, and fwea- 
ring to the fame, offering to make out all the Aile* 
gations and Charges, and advifing not to let the 
laid Duke efcape, left he (hould immediately raife a*; 
Rebellion. But the innocent King was foon pre- 
vail'd upon to put the Paper into the Duke's Hand, 
who eafily perfuading that credulous Prince, had 
the Frier dcliver'd into rhe Cuftody of 'John Holland, 
who being fubfervient to the Duke, he and one 
John Grene that fame Night hang'd up the faid 
Carthufian by his Privy-Members, laying a Stone 
of a great Weight on his Beily, fo that he dy'd in 
moft incredible Torture ; thus deftroying the only 
Evidence of that horrid Treafon, and deterring all 

others 
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bthers from diicovcring it. Thus the Duke of 
Lancafter efcap'd the Punifhraent he had defer v'd; 
and Traitors were left to purfue their wicked Pro- 
je&Sy till they took efted under that Duke's Son, 
who had been bred up' in thofe Pra&ices, to the 
Definition of the Sovereign. With the fame In- 
tention did John of Gam fupport all thofe that 
taught rebellious Do&rines* and infulted the Bi- 
fliops, and all others that were not Promoters of 
his hellifh Defigns* Tho* it be not dire&ly to out 
Purpofe, a curious Digreffion may perhaps be ac- 
ceptable to the Lovers of Hiftory, which being un- 
common, and only publifh'd by Mr* Hear* in his 
Appendix to the Antiquities of Glaftenbury, a Book 
very fcarce, only a final] Number of them having 
been prihted, 1 will add one Particular as an In- 
fiance of that great Man's exceffive Lewdncfs, btr 
fides all his other Crimes. Mv.Hearn has given it u$ 
in Latin, as he found it. The fame in Engljjh is thus : 

From the Theological Dictionary of Thomas Gafcoigne, 
Do&or of Divinity of Oxford, MS. Fol. in the Zi- 
brary of Lincoln College in Oxford, out ofthefecond 
Part of the faid Dictionary, p. 74. under the Word 
Luxuria* 

" I Matter r thomas Gafcoigne, though unworthy, 
" Dodor of Divinity, who colleded and writ thefe 
things, have known feveral Men that dy'd of the 
Putrefa&ion of their Privy Members, and their 
Body, the which Corruption and Putrefa&ion 
(as they faid) was occafion'd by the Ufe of car- 
nal Copulation with Women* Likewife, the 
great Duke in England, viz*. J. of Gant, dy'd of 
fuch Putrefaftion of his Privy Members and 
Body, occafion'd by the frequent Ufe of Wo* 
men (for he was a great Fornicator) as was re* 
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€( ported throughout all the Kingdom of England) 
€C and lying fo in Bed before his Death, he fhow'd 
cc that fame Putrefa&ion to Richard II- King of 
" England, when the fame King vifked that Duke 
<c in his Sicknefe ; and this was told me by one 
" that is a Batchelor of Divinity of Veracity. 
" IVtOiam Long alfo, a Man of a mature and decent 
" Age, dy'd at London of fuch a Putrefa&ien in his 
" Genitals and Body, occafion'd by carnal Copu- 
<c lation with Women, as he himfelf fcveral times 
« confefs'd before his Death, when he diftributed 
" Alms, as is known to me, in the Year of ouc 
* Lord i43°^ 

But enough of that Duke ; and we (hall here on- 
ly remark, that this is a plain Demonftration, that 
the Diftemper, now commonly call'd the Pox, was 
known in the World long before the Siege of Naples 
by the French, which happened in the Days of our 
King Henry VII. tho J not call'd by that Name. 
Yet it is now generally believ'd, and confidently 
affirm' d to have had its Original at that Siege, 
and to have been unknown before. The Cure of 
it indeed feems to have been undifcover'd ; but the. • 
Difeafe is certainly the fame that is jibovemen- 

tion'd. . , ,, c -Li 

To return to King Richard: He was forcibly 

depos'd when he had reign'd twenty-two Years 
three Months and eight Days. He was then 
fent Prifoner to PontefraQ Caftie, and there 
foon after murder'd, as is ufual in fuch Cafes* 
Concerning his Prodigality above hinted at, Har- 
ding tells us, that he kept the nobleft Family and 
Houfe that ever King of England had done ; for 
he daily allow'd Meat and Drink to above ioooo 
Perfons, fo that there were 300 Servants be- 
longing to his Kitchen, to drefs Meat for fuch 

jl Mul* 
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a Multitude; and all the other Offices of his 
Houfliold were in proportion- Above 300 Women 
alfo belong'd to the Court from the higheft to the 
lbweft, that is, from the Ladies to the meaner fort 
6f LauiXlreffes, and the lik6 The inferior Servants 
'Were rtehty clad ,• khd that Guftoin then prevail'd 
through all England. Thus, whatfoever Extrava- 
gancy he was guilty of, all went among his People, 
and ftiil circulated from him as it came to him. 
Now that I may not be thought to have faid too 
touch in behalf of this King, as if the Notions 
were only my owh, hear the Account Holing/bed, 
who is not apt to fpeak too favourably of Kings, 
gives Of him. His Words aire thefe i 

€i If I rhay boldly fay tfhat I think ; he (ihit is, 
King Richard Ih) was a Prince the moft un- 
thankfully u$'d of his Subjefis of any one of 
u whom ye fhall lightly read. For although (thro' 
the Frailty of Youth) he dettieaned himfelf ftiore 
diflfolutely than feemed convenient for his royal 
€C Eftatc, and made choice of fuch Counfellors as 
*' were not favour'd of the People, whereby he was 
" the lefs favour'd himfelf ; yet in no King's Days 
<c were the Commons in greater Wealth, if they 
" could have perceived their happy State ; neither 
in any other Time the Nobles and Gentlemen 
were more cheriflrd, nor Churchmen lefswrong'd. 
But fucb was their Ingratitude towards their 
bountiful and loving Sovereign; that thofe whom 
u he had chiefly advanc'd vtrere readieft to con- 
' troul hito, for that they toight not rule all 
things at their Willi and remove from him fuch 
as they miflik'd, and place in their Rooms 
whom they thought good, and that rather by 
a firong Hand than by gentle and courteous 
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ti Mean$7*hich ftirr'd fuch Malice betwixt him ■;. 

K a " and ■< 



1 3 i An Uiftorical Account of 

" and them, till at length it could not be affwag'd 
" without Peril of Deftru&ion to them both/" 



» 



Thus HoBing[bed, charging the whole Blame upon 
the Wickednefs of the People, who it is certain had 
not been fo bad but for the traiterous Practices of 
the great Men, all ftriving to be greater, and the 
young Duke of Lancaster afpiring to wreft the 
Crown from him, as in the End he did* 

K.HENRY IV. 

SO he is call'd, and fo he muft pafs, tho' he is 
well known to have ufurp'd the Crown by meer 
Force, the People being well difpos'd to Rebellion, 
as has been hinted before. So little Pretence he 
had to any juft Title, that when he came to his 
Coronation he knew not after what manner to make 
his Claim ; for tho* King Richard was remov'd, and 
not likely to live long to difturb him, yet was he 
far from any Right, being the Son of Johp of Govt, 
fourth Son to King Edward III- whereas Richard 
Earl of Cambridge, and Duke of York, was defcended 
from Lionel Duke of Clarence, third Son to the fame 
King Edward : And from hence fprung the bloody 
Wars between the Houfes of Tork and Lane after, the 
former attempting to recover their Right, and the 
latter maintaining their Ufurpation, as they did 
under the three Henries, this Fourth, the Fifth and 
the Sixth, till Edward die Fourth at laft recovered 
his Due. But this Henry IV* not being next in Suc- 
ceffion to King Richard* devis'd an Abfurdity ; 
which was to fay, that Edmund, the fifth Son of 
King Edward III. had been born before the Black 
Prince, who was indeed the eldeft, and put by the 
Succeffion by his Father for his Deformity* All 

which 
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which was entirely falfe, he being, zs is already 
faid, but the fifth Son, and no way deform'd; 
which was fo prepofterous a Falfhood at that Time, 
when thofe things were frefli and well known, that 
he was dblig'd to lay it down. His next Invention 
was to claim by Conqueft ; yet that bore no better 
a Face than the other,* for what Right of Conqueft 
could a Subjed claim over his Sovereign and his na- 
tive Country ? The laft, no better than any of the 
former, was that King Richard had adopted him his 
JHeir; a third Falfhood, and if poffible to be true, 
he would not have adopted him in order to cut his 
Throat. However our Hiftorians of thofe Times 
endeavour to obfeure the Truth, it appears that 
this King Henry, perceiving he had as many Ene- 
mies as there were loyal Men in the Nation, and 
that Attempts were made by them to reftore their 
lawful Sovereign, he could not well enjoy himielf; 
and therefore one Day at Table, fetching a Sigh, 
he lamented he had no Friend that would deliver 
him from the Perfon that would be his Death, and 
whofe Death would fecure his Life. This was not 
an exprefc Command to any one -to commit the 
Murder ; for that he thought would have been too 
bare-fae'd a Scandal ; yet in efteft it was the fame ; 
it was ftirring* up every bloody Villain to commit 
the Parricide, and fo it prov'd -, for the Words were 
no fooner fpoken, than one Sir Piers Exton, with fe- 
veral others like himfel£ hafted away to King 
Richard in his Confinement, and moft inhumanly 
butcher'd him as he was fitting at Dinner. This 
was the way that King Henry attain'd the Crown, 
which, when known abroad, (truck foreign Nations 
with exceeding Horror, that a King anointed 
fhould be depos'd; and fo much it prevailed in 
France, that an Army was there raiVd to refcue 
him ; but the News coming of his Murder, that 

K 3 Enter- 
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Enterprize was difappointed. Nor had his Death 
and Depofitipn a lefs Effeft upon the People of 
Gafcony, then Subje&s to the Crown of England, 
who lookM upon both Aftions as infamous, tho* 
they were not able to Ihow their Refentment. Let 
us now proceed to the Subjeft Matter, King Htory's 
Treafury, and what the People gave him to fup- 
port his unjuft Pqffeffion, which will appear no 
way inferior to what any of the rightful Kings had, 
and yet perhaps never grudg'd ; for when once the 
People have been debauch'd into a Rebellion, they 
never think they can give the Idol they have fet 
up too much, tho' every thing the true Lord had 
before feem'd infupportable. We ihall fee fome- 
thing of this Nature under this King Henry, and be- 
gin with the Cotton MS./>. 9* 

Henry IV. in thirteen Years, from out of the 
Lands of his People, receiv'd twice Relief, once 
Auxilium de MedietateFeodorunty an Aid of the Moiety 
of the Fee$ ; and, again, a Noble of every 20 /. 
throughout all the Realm ; out of the Goods of 
the Commons four times a Tenth, befides one for 
three Years; and the like one and a half for two ; 
and one for three Years out of the Staple Commo- 
dities, as Wool, Fells, &c- One Sublidy for one 
Year, four for two apiece, and one for three Years. 
A Poundage at 8 d- once, four time's at 1 2 d. 
whereof the laft was for two Year§. The like 

and Years pf the Tonnage, 
the firft only rated at 2 s. the reft at 3 s. the Ton. 
Out of the Moveables of the Clergy, thrice a 
Tenth, and twice a Moiety •> as alfo of every Sti- 
pendiary Minifies Frier, and fuch meaner Perfons, 
6 s. 8 d. apiece. Befides all this, of all he took, 
iiuno 8, a Contribution, iia gravis, fo grievous, that 
It was granted upon Condition that it tttould not 
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be nude a Precedent, and that the Evidences after 
the Accounts given in fhould be burnt* 

This is all we have of this King in this MS. 
Lelanfs MS. goes no farther than the Reign of the 
laft King, Richard II. The MS. fol. 8. which is 
Sir Robert Cottons, has nothing material of this, be- 
fides the faying as above, that he took fuch an ex- 
orbitant Tax in the eighth Year of his Reign, that 
the Evidences were burnt, to avoid its being ever 
known. The MS. at fol. 64. fums up this King's 
Exa&ions thus : 

In the firft Year of Henry IV. Subfidies for Kcr- 
fies mentioned. And 

In the fecond Year the Lords and Commons 
grant one Difme and one Fifteenth, 2 s. upon 
every Ton of Wine, and 8 d* upon every Pound of 
Merchandise. And 

In the fourth, a Subfjdy of Wools, Wool-FelJs, 
and Skins, granted for three Years j 3 s f upon every 
Ton of Wine; and 12 d. upon every Pound of 
Merchandize ; one Difme and one Fifteenth* And 
for this the Lords and Commons are required all to 
dine with the King. 

In the fi*th Year, two Difines, and two Fifteenths ; 
the Subfidies pf Wool, Wool-Fells, and Skins, for 
two Years ; and 3 /? upon every Ton of Wine ; and 
1 2 J. upon every Pound of Merchandize \ upon Con- 
dition it fhpuld be employ 'd only upon the Wars, 
and for Defence of the Realm. 

And in the eighth Year, one Difme, and one Fif- 
teenth. Three Parts of the Subfidy (after the 
Merchants be paid tfye fourth Parts) to be only 
employed in Defence of the Realm* 

In the ninth, one Difme and an half, the like Fif- 
teenth, and the like Subfidy, for Staple Ware and 
other Merchandize, for thre? Years, upon Condi- 
tion, and fee it enafted, that for two Years fol- 

£ 4 lowing 
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lowing the King require no more Charge of his 

Subjects. 

And in (he eleventh Year of the fame King, the 
Lords and Commons granted the like Subsidies to 
the like Term, as in the ninth of King Henry IV* 
fo as exprefs Mention were made that the fame pro- 
ceeded of their own good Wills, and not of Duty. 
And that every Perfon having twenty Shillings 
Land, above all Charges, (hall pay 6 s. 8 d. Thus 
' that MS. 

The Particulars of that heavy Tax abovetnen* 
tion'd, of the eighth Year of this King, it is 
likely, are not to be found at this Time, fince all 
the Evidences were then deftroy'd. All that Wah 
fingham, who liv'4 in thpfe Days, fays of it is as 
follows: 

In the Year of our Lord 1404, in the Parliament, 
was granted to the King an unufual Tax, very 
grievous and oppreffive to the People, The Man- 
ner of it I would have here inferted, had not thofe 
that granted, and fet it on foot, rather chofen that it 
Ihould be unknpwq to Pofterity » for it was gran- 
ted upon this Condition, that it fiipuld not bo 
afterwards made a Precedent, nor the Evidences 
of it be kept in the Royal Treafury, nor in the 
Exchequer ; but that all the Writings and Memorials 
of it, immediately after the Accounts were given 
in, (hould be burnt* Nor that there {hould be 
Writs iffu'd out againft the Colle&ors, nor Writs 
4e melity inquirendo concerning this Affair. 

This is all the Account he will give us, tho' he 
pretends he can do no more ; for he is fcarce to be 
credited in this Particular. The Reafon is plain, 
that he was a great Favourer of that Ufurpation, 
as evidently appears by his Hiftory, in which he 
much extols the ufurping Line, and fpeaks fcanda* 
oufly enough of King Richard ll* whereas Sir 
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Thomas de la Mere* who then liv'd, and feveral 
others, give a very different Chara&er of that un- 
happy Prince. But it is a common Practice to cry 
up fuccefsful Wickednefs, and to blacken unfortunate 
Innocence. That Walfingham could not but have 
known the Particulars of that Tax cannot be 
doubted ; for he dedicated his Hiftory to Henry VI. 
Henry V* reign'd not ten Years, Henry IV* but thir* 
teen and an half; fo that from his eighth Tear to 
the end of his Reign there are not fix Years, which 
ad^d to the nine of his Son make only fifteen. 
Thus it appears that Walfingham mull needs have 
been living when the Tax was paid ; and there- 
fore, notwithftanding the burning of the Evidences, 
knew what the Tax was, either of his own Know- 
ledge, or from others, fince they that paid it wan- 
ted not other Evidences to inform them what it 
was than their own Experience. In fhort, he was 
afham'd, or afraid, to tranfmit that to Pofterity, 
which the Parliament that gave it would have 
bury'd in Oblivion. And what harden'd Wretches 
were thofe, who, after having fo bitterly exclaimM 
againft their lawful Sovereign on account of the 
Money given him by Parliaments, could be fo open 
hearted to the Murderer of that Prince, as to be- 
llow on him fuch a Gift at once, as they own'd 
not fit ever more to be heard of, as believing it in* 
famous to themfelves the Givers, no lefs than to the 
Receiver 1 Yet was not that greedy Prince any 
way fatiated with that intolerable Tax ; but, as 
if nothing had been granted him, that fame Year 
iummon'd another Parliament to meet at Coventry j 
and left Men of Literature fliould oppofe his Prac- 
tices, as if there were not as much Knavery among 
the Learned as ever was among the Unlearned, he 
dire&ed the Sheriffs of the Counties to take care 
that no Members fhould be returned who knew 

any 
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any thing of Law ; and therefore this was after- 
wards call'd The Unlearned Parliament. Having 
got together that ignorant Multitude, he found 
himfelf in worfe Plight than with thofe that under- 
ftood more. The Learned had given fo much that 
they were afham'd it fhould be afterwards known 
to Pofterity, yet they could find the Ways and 
Means to raife it : Thefe poor dull Souls would not 
be outdone by the others in the Value of their 
Gift, but then they knew not where to raife it. 
At length, after many nonfenfical Proje&s, fome 
wife Head among them hit upon one worthy of 
that Affembly, and they all approved of it ; which 
was to feize all the Revenues of the Church at once, 
take away all her Temporalities, and leave her as 
naked as fhe was in the Days of the Apoftles, with* 
out the Charity of the Primitive Chriftians to ftp- 
port her ; for it is certain that thofe who were for 
robbing her of what (he had received from their 
Forefathers) had no Thoughts of relieving her in 
Diftrefs. Had not the Archbifhop of Canterbury^ 
and all the Qergy, then flood manfully againft the 
Commons, and drawn over fome of the Lords to 
their Side, all the Temporalities of the Church 
had been at once fwallow'd by Henry IV- and 
Henry VIII. would have loft the greateft Booty of 
his whole Reign. What fort of Men thofe were, 
who thus gave away what had been given to God, 
is cafy to guefs by their Speaker Sir John Cheyne, 
who, when the Archbifhop of Canterbury told him 
that the Qergy, befides their Supplies of Money, 
continually pray'd for the Profperity of the King 
and Kingdom, did not ftick to anfwer, that he 
valu'd not the Prayers of the Church. 

Befides what is mentioned in the abovequoted 
Cotton MS-/o/. 64, I find 

In 
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In the fifth Year of this Reign a Tenth of the 
Clergy. 

The fixth Yean over and above what is before 
mentioned, a Subfidy of 20/. of every Knight's 
Fee ; alfo 1 2 </. in the Pound for all Land, and ud. 
for every Pound that every Man was worth in 
Moveables. The Land-Tax not only upon Lay 
Fees, but alfo for fuch as belonged to the Church ; 
a Tax fo grievous, that the like of it had never 
been heard of before ; and yet it feeras that after- 
wards of the eighth Year was iliU more intole- 
rable. But of that enough has, been faid, only I 
find this Particular of it not mention'd before, w&» 

That among all the other Extortions, there was 
pxa&ed half a Mark of each Stipendiary Prieft 
and Frier Mendicant that fung Anniverfary for 
(he Dead. So that many of thofe poor Priefls 
muft needs be alraofl ftarv'd, their Stipends being 
(hen fo fmall that many of them fcarce got Bread. 
As for the Mendicants, it is well known that they 
had nothing to pay it out of, all their Subfiftencc 
depending upon what they begg'd, on which ac- 
count they had been ever exempted from all Con- 
tributipns whatsoever, as all are now who receive 
Alms of the Parifh, thofe being then Almfmen al- 
Jqw'd throughout the whole Chriftian World. 

The MS./o/f dp, has no more of this King, than 
that Tonnage and Poundage was imposed the 
fecond Year of his Reign, and fo continu'd, with 
one Year's IntermifOon, unto his Death. 

To draw towards a Conclusion of this ufurping 
Reign, it is worth every Man's Obfervation, what 
Relief the People found by their Rebellion, and the 
Murder of their Sovereign. Thofe who will pleafe 
to compare the two Reigns, may eafily perceive 
the immenfe Difference. To omit nothing thac 
may tend to Information, and give farther Light 

in 
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in this Affair, in the fame fo often abovequoted 
MS. Volume in the Cotm Library, I have found 
the following Note : 

King Hmry IV. the twelfth Year of his Reign. 
The Revenues and the Profits of the Kingdom, 
together with the Subfidy of Wool and of the 
Clergy, amounted to no more than 48000/. of 
which 24000 Marks was allotted for the Expence 
of the Houfe- Ex Rot. mginali inter Alia Cwcilij, 
mark'd ^f-p- 51. 

I give this Note as I found it y yet cannot but 
fcelieve there muft be very grofs Errors in it, if we 
can credit what all Authors tell us of the Subfidy 
of Wool long before, in the Reign of King 
Edward III. which far exceeded the whole Sum 
here allotted for all the Revenues of the Crown, 
which could not even at that Time fubfift upon fo 
trifling a Revenue. How to unravel the Difficulty 
I know not, and muft therefore be obliged to leave 
it to fuch as can make farther Difcoveries in that 
Aflair, Errors of this Nature put the Curious to 
much Trouble, and leflfen the Credit of Hiftory, 
which is always much impaired by the Partiality 
of the Writers, who very often do not ftick to de- 
liver their own Inventions as Fads, to flatter the 
great Men themfelves who have been guilty of the 
jpcrateft Enormities, or their Pofterity, as particu- 
larly may be found in relation to this Reign* which 
lafted thirteen Years and an half, and ended in the 
Year of our Lord 141 3 • And fo we proceed to 
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K.HENRI V. 

WH O fucceeded his Father in the Throne 
with as little Remorfe as the other had in 
taking and holding it all the Days of his Life. It 
is reported, that at the Hour of his Death, when 
the Terrors of accounting for what Wrongs he had 
done began to prefs upon his Soul, he ftiU had To 
little Grace as to tell his Son. he did not know 
how he came by the Crown. What Senfe had he 
when he utter'd fuch Words, had he not been bred 
a Chriflian ? Could he be ignorant, that to take 
by Force the Right of another was a moft heinous 
Crime ? And yet to fay he knew not how he came 
by the Crown* looks like the moft confummate 
Stupidity. He had not only forcibly depos'd, but 
afterwards murder'd his Sovereign Lord, to take 
and fecure the Crown ; this looks like a Man pail 
all Senfe of Chriiiianity. His Son, no way degene- 
rating from fuch a Father, anfwer'd, that what 
way foever he came by it, he himfelf was refolv'd 
to keep it. A Refolution worthy an immoral 
Heathen, without regard to Juitice or Honefty, 
more becoming a Savage than a rational Man ! Yet 
is this Prince cry'd up, not only for his Conquells 
abroad, bat for his imaginary Virtues. And the 
Reafon is, becaufe, not content with robbing the 
rightful Owners of the Crown at home, he beg- 
gar'd thofe who had confented to become his Sub- 
jects, to deftroy thoufands of People abroad, and 
to advance himfelf to another Throne, which, if 
ever the Englijb had any Title, to, he ftiU could 
have none, as being an Intruder into that of 
England* 

To 
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To comp now to hisTreafury, we wifl begin 
with the Cotton MS. fol. 9, which is as follows : 

Next him fucceeded his Son the Fifth Henry , id 
whofe nine Years Reign I find no Charge imposed 
upon the Land oF the Subjefis. Out of the Goods 
of his Commons he received fix times the Tenths 
and Fifteenths intirely, and once two Thirds only 
of both i from the Merchants of Staple Wares, 2 
Subfidy once for four Years, and after for Life ; 
3 s. Tonnage and 11 d. Poundage for the like 
Terms as the former Subfidies. Thrice he had 
the Tenth of his Clergy- And ih the eighth of 
his Reign, when the Chancellor bewail' d to him in 
Parliament the Feeblenefs and Poverty of the 
People, by reafon of Wars and Scarcity of Money, 
he (who of as many Attempts as he undertook 
totidem fecit Monumetua ViSoria fua 9 yet) for Re- 
drefs and Eafe of thofe Miferies (as Livy faith of 
an excellent Soldier) Pacem voluit etiam qui vincert 
fotuit. 

Thus the MS. wherein is to be obferv'd, that it 
fays he laid no Charge upon the Land ; yet all 
other things were fo charg'd, that he cannot but 
own the Parliament bewail'd the Feeblenefs and 
Poverty of the People by reafon of the Wars and 
Scarcity of Money. So that notwithftanding all 
thofe A&ions abroad, fo much applauded by thofe 
who look upon fuccefsful Bloodflsed and Defolation 
to be the higheft Pitch of Honour, yet his own 
Native Country was fo entirely exhaufted and 
ruin'd by it, that he was compelTd to agree to a 
Peace, the People being totally difabled from 
longer carrying on the War. And this is the Mo- 
deration that Prince is commended for, viz,- that 
be deftroy'd Men and Countries no longer than he 
was able* 
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Of this King the Cotton MS* at fol. 69, fays no 
more, than that he kept upTonnage and Poundage* 
as it had been in his Father's Time, all his Life* 

Walfingbam tells us, that the firft Year of his 
Reign, which was of Christ 14x3, the King 
demanded and had a Subfidy granted him, with- 
out adding any more of the Rate of the Amount 
thereof. 

In 141(5, for he paffes by the Years 1414 and 
141 5, without mentioning any Tax impos'd, he 
lays, the Clergy granted two Tenths, to be paid 
within the Space of one Year. 

Anno 1421, the ninth of the Reign, for fo many 
Years again he leaps over, he fays there was gran- 
ted a Tenth by the Clergy, and a Fifteenth by the 
Laity* This is all I find in that Author, and very 
much Abort of the Truth* which he very much 
{mothers in all that was not for the Honour of the 
Lancafirian Family ; as he is alfo very imperfeft in 
other Refpe&s. 

Having mentioned what was given the firft Year, 
kt us proceed to the fecond. This Year the Par- 
liament being met, the Project, which had been 
difappointed under the Father, was now again re- 
viv'd under the Son, viz. the feizing into the King's; 
Hands all the Lands that had been given to the 
Church, the Value whereof was thus then compu- 
ted in the grofs, tfiz,. that they were fufficient to 
maintain fifteen Earls, fifteen hundred Knights, fir 
thoufand two hundred Efquires, and an hundred 
Alras-houfes for the Relief of poof impotent and 
needy Perfons, befides twenty thoufand Pounds 
remaining to come in yearly to the King, and 
many other confiderable Advantages. This was 
a prodigious Value, and yet no more than 
afterwards prov'd true, when King Henry VIII- 
ufurp'd all thofe Lands. Now it feems that the 

King, 
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King, fo much extoll'd for his Piety, was nothing 
averfe to this Propofal, and the Parliament very 
Well difpos'd to it ; fo that the Arehbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and others, thought fit rather to truft to 
their own bloody Politicks to divert the impendent 
Storm, than to have Recourfe to God. This was 
done by putting into the King's Head the Notion 
of a Right to the Crown of France, and of conque- 
ring that Kingdom, which fucceeded fo well, that 
all Mens Thoughts being taken up with that War, 
the feizing of thofe Lands was then no more talk'd 
of. But God, whom the Clergy then abandoned 
to fecure their Lands by fuch a cruel piece of hu- 
man Subtilty, tho' he permitted them to efcape, 
aveng'd it on their SuccefTors, who doubtleis had 
more of the World than of him, and fuffer'd them 
to be ftript of all, and turn'd a begging. 

The War being refblv'd on, the next thing was 
to raife Money to carry it on ; and accordingly in 
this fecond Year, fince it was for Mifchief, the Spi- 
rituality and Temporality freely granted and rais'd 
the Sum of three hundred thou fan d Marks, at that 
time very considerable ; for it ferv'd to raife a great 
Army, to hire a numerous Fleet, and co furnilh ail 
Neceifaries for that great Expedition. 

What immenfc Treafure was rak'd together by 
him in France is never to be known, that way of 
railing Money by open Raping being always a 
Secret ; but it is certain, thofe Sums muft far ex- 
ceed all that the Contributions of Subjeds can 
amount to; becaufe thefe, when they give, ft ill re- 
ferve fomething for themfelves j but thoie who take 
commonly leave nothing. 

But as thofe Extortions, or rather Rapines, do 
not fo diredly appertain to our Subjed, no more 
of them (hall be (aid in this Place ; but we will re* 
turn to this fecond Year of King Henry V/s Reign, 

when* 
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when, befides what has been faid above, the Pro- 
ject of feizing all the Lands of the Church having 
fail'd, it was refolv'd not to fpare fome part of that 
Patrimony, fince the Whole could not then be had. 
Accordingly, all the Pofleffions of the Alien Prio- 
ries were granted to the King and his Heirs for 
ever, being above an hundred Houfes ; fo that ta- 
king them but at low Rates,, they muft all together 
arife to a very great Value, The Benefit of the 
Conqueft made by fuch profane and oppreffive Me- 
thods has been long fince evident ; for tho* it is 
boafted that this King fubdu'd a great Part of 
France, and his Son was crown'd at Paris, yet 
what was the Benefit of thofe fo much celebrated 
A&ions, but an immenfe Efiufion of Blood, and 
the dreining this Nation of all its Treafure ? And 
as for the Conquefts themfelvcs, that very King, 
who, as has been faid, was crown'd at Paris, liv'd 
to lofe not only thofe foreign Acquisitions gain'd 
by his Father, but alfo the Englijh Crown, unjuftly 
tranfmitted to him by his Grandfather. Such is 
the Juftice of God, which, tho* ftay'd by his 
Mercy, to give Sinners fufficient time to repent, 
never fails to' fall heavy upon them when they grow 
hardened in their Iniquities* 

The third and fourth Year of this Reign I can- 
not find what Taxes were rais'd ; and yet it is moft 
certain, that at fuch a time the Nation could not 
be exempt from contributing to the great Expence 
that the Maintenance of a vaft Army muft occa- 
sion ; for what is taken by Violence abroad never 
goes to leflen the Contribution at home. Befides, 
if we look back into the Account of the MS. be- 
fore quoted , it appears that he had fix times 
whole Tenths and Fifteenths, and feveral Subsidies 
and other Impositions, which convince us that Our 
Hiftorians have been^ very Short in tragfmitting to 

J- Pollcricy 
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Pofterity the cxaft Accounts of what Taxes #ertf 
• given in thofe Days. 

The fifth Year there were granted two Tenth* 
of the Clergyi and one Fifteenth of the Laity* 
Thus it feems the Clergy were oblig'd with very 
grievous Supplies to purehafe their Peace, that by 
giving a confiderable Part they Might present the 
feizing of the whole. 

Here again there is an Interruption concerning 
Monies levy'd till the ninth Year of this Reign. Out 
Authors are fo full of their Conceits and the Ac- 
tions in France, that for the moft part they forget 
to take notice of any thing done in England. They 
fpend all their Eloquence upon extolling the War* 
like Exploits, leaving us almoft in the dark as to 
other political Tranfa&ionsj or, at beft, give 
fiich imperfeft Accounts, as afford us but tfeak 
Ideas of them. The Hiftory of our Parliaments 
is one of the moft principal Branches we ought 
to have been acquainted with, and yet no- 
thing is more lightly flurr'd over than that* 
Our Conquefts, as has been faid', are long fince 
gone from us, Parliaments ftill remain, and it 
would be a piece of Information much more 
worthy our Curiofity, and better for our Inftruc- 
tion, to have right Notions of the Original of 
Parliaments, and how they advanced themfelves 
from fuch inconfiderable Beginning to the immenfe 
Power they now poffefs, than to fpend our Time 
in reading how God permitted the Englijh to invade 
and over-run France, as a Punifliment for the Sins 
of thofe People, and when he had fufficiently chaf- 
tiz'd them, raised their Spirits again fo as to be 
able to expel thofe bold Conquerors* and rid them- 
felvesfrom the Sovereignty of foreign Matters; the 
which Work of Godferves the Readers only to puff- 
themfelves up- with the empty Remembrance of 
. • - * ' *• what 
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what their Forefathers did, and to Conceit them- 
felves great Heroes, becaufe fuch mighty Deeds 
were performed l>y their Anceftors, tho* they them- 
{felves never Ioofe'd an Enemy in the Face, 

Befides aH the Sums of Money levy'd as afore- 
laid, it appears, that Ring raised very much by 
pawning of Jewels, and even thofe of the Crown, 
with other things of Value ; ail which, after his 
JDeceafe, the Parliament order'd to be redeem'd, 
or left to' the Pofl'eflbrs for ever, as may be feen 
in the Statutes of the firft Year of King Henry VI. 
cap. 5 . in the following Words : 

SttB trtojeofcer tbe mine; foflfc ano Barfr 
ojoatoeo of t&e fafo affent, that ail t&ep, ta 
mom the fafti Etttg W JFatberbatfrHeltoereH 
©age*, JeiDcIs, ano otber Cbtagas, tyall be fir- 
foje tfee lAfng J Couttcell before ttje jFeaff of 
St^ john Baptift nm comiuff, toitb tbe Tame 
€$0100 aim 3etocl£f. 3lnb in care tbep be not 
tattefieo of tbeir Duetfe*, 0? urftbta balfe a 
^eere after tbe fame tf caff; tfjen tUY, after 
tbe fattie balfe fstte, (ball babe all tbe faibe 
3lftocJ0 anoCbtaff* (n Peace anb tottbout Jtt:* 
peaebment of tbe fcina, paying to tbe King 
all tbat tbe fame Jetoeia anb Cbings (ball be 
fouim of greater flJalue tben tpt tnetefoje 

t&EP toete put in ©age, unlefle they be ancient 
Jewels of the Crowne : 3ttH tbattbe? OttD thciC 

$>cirej?, tanD-Cniants, ano €jcecuto#f, auD 
eberp of tbem, Q)iU be of tbe fame Jctoeia 

anb C&il1g0, which be not ancient Jewels of the 

Crowne, quit ano rjifclwcgcd agafaft tbe&ing, 
After tbe balfe $mc, foj eber. 

, The Cotton MS. f. 64. is very fliort as to this 
King's Reign, and fums up all in a fevfr Words 

L i thus: 
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thus : Ring Henry V* in his firft Year, a Subfidy of 
Staple Ware; Tonnage and Poundage for four 
Years, as in the x jth of King Henry IV. upon fun- 
dry Conditions ; and in the fecond, two Difmes, and 
two Fifteenths, to be levied of the Laity ; and in 
the fourth, the like ; and in the fifth, one Difme, 
and one Fifteenth ; and in the feventh, one Fifteenth, 
one Difme, and a Third of either; and in the 
ninth, one Difme, and one Fifteenth. 

Thus we fee the whole Reign was a Succeffion 
of Taxes and Impofitions on the Subje&s to carry 
on the Wars in France, on which Account they 
readily fubmitted to all the Oppreffion, tho* fo 
great that the inferior People were entirely wafted 
and confum'd, all the Wealth of France taken by 
Rapine being lavifh'd abroad in Excefs and Luxury. 
Princes that delight in War are certainly the grea- 
teft Politicians, according to the worldly Policy, 
which has no regard to Religion, or any other 
View than temporal Intereft, the great Idol of the 
Generality of Mankind. That they are fo is plain, 
in that calling fuch a Mift before the Eyes of the 
Subje&s, who are led away by, fpecious Pretences, 
tho' never fo groundlefs, they keep them in fuch a 
continual State of Blindnefe, as not to fee their own 
Ruin carry 'd on under the Colour of destroying 
thofe they have an Averflon to, and therefore fpend 
their own Subftance, and become Beggars, to fa date 
their Malice againft others. In the mean time So- 
vereigns and their Favourites, without the leaft 
Oppolition, enjoy the Spoil of their own and their 
neighbouring Countries. If they happen to fail 
of Succefs abroad, the Lofles muft be made good 
at home, in hopes of making amends for paft Dif- 
appointments; but if Providence fo orders it that 
they prove viftorious, they are thereby enabled to 
do the more Mifchicf to thofe they have made 

their 
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their Enemies, and no lefs to their own People, 
who being dazzled with the Reports of great Ad- 
vantages gain'd, are To dull as never to obferve that 
they are putting out their Money for others to re- 
ceive the Intereft, and themfelvesto lofe the Princi- 
pal. A peaceable Prince, who only ftud ies the 
Eafe of his Subje&s, tho' ever fo frugal, is always 
grudg'd the leaft Duty that is paid him ; becaufe 
Peace and Plenty make Men wanton, and then like 
pamper'd Horfes they will kick and wince, not for 
that the Rider is heavy, for that will make them 
quiet, but becaufe they are too well fed ; for as 
the infallible Word of God tells ra, Behold this was 
the Iniquity of thy Sifter Sodom, Pride, Fulmfi af Bread, 
and Abundance of Idlenefs, Ezek. xvi. 49. The fame 
may be faid of other Nations* 

X HENRY VI. 

BY many reputed a Saint, as having been a 
Man of much Piety and Virtue in all his 
Behaviour, if we only except his holding and con- 
tending for a Crown, he could not but know he 
had no Right to, with the Expence of very much 
Blood and Treafure. How to reconcile Sanftity 
with fo much Slaughter and Defolation in Defence of 
an unjuft Title, is I believe unknown to the greater 
part of Mankind. I will not in the leaft go abot£ 
to depreciate that religious Ccurfe of Life he is by 
all Writers allow'd to have liv'd, yet cannot but 
wonder that fo nice a Confcience fhould never be 

Siov'd with the Refle&ion of the manifeft Wrong 
one to his Neighbour. His own Excufe on this 
Account is very frivolous : He alledg'd, that the 
Crown had been tranfmitted to him by his Father 
and Grandfather ; and that it came to him when he 

L 3 was 
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was an Infant in his Cradle, and consequently iri-t 
capable of judging of any Right. It is true, the 
Crown defcencted from his Grandfather; but had 
not that Grandfather depos'd and murder'd his 
rightful Sovereign to come at and maintain it? Caa 
fuch a Defcent juftify a palpable Injufiice ? Be/ides, 
after that inhuman Slaughter of King Richard IL 
the Houfe of Lancafler was not flill ebtifTd to the 
Throne, the Houfe of Tork liad always the Right 
before it -; fo that here was not only a wrongful 
Acquifition , but ever after ah unjuft Pofleffion, 
as was declared by the Parliament upon King 
Edward I V?s recovering his Rightf The Statute 
of IVejtminfter, made in the ftrft Year of that King, 
confirming at) publick Ads made under the three 
Henries, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, calls them peer- 
tended Reigns of any of the faid late Kings in 
Deed, and not of Right*. A s f or 'his being crown'd 
in his Infancy, it muff be ailowM that was no time 
todifcern between Equity and Iniquity; nay ? had 
he always reignM in Peace, it might have been 
urg'd, that no Claim being made he continu'd in 
his Innocence ; but when he was grown up, after 
a Reign of many Years, and not only a Demand 
made, but fo much Slaughter enfuing upon it, there 
was no Poffibility of being ignorant of the Merits 
of the Calife. The beft Defence that can be made 
for him is, that he was a Perfon of much Simpli- 
city, and therefore might be the more eafily led 
away by wicked Cafuills ; and fueh are to be found 
in all Ages, whofe Confciences aire always adapted 
to their Interefh and accordingly they advife fuch 
as corifult them. Of this fort was Dr. jfokn. 
Williams^ firft Bifliop of Lincoln, and afterwards 
Archbilhop of fork, who perfwaded-King Charles I. 
to pafs that vile Bill againft ttt£ Earl pf Strafford y 
look'd upon as no better/ than Murder by thajt 
;.!..'.'. ." /, '*\ !'.,., .\\ .-..> Prince^ 
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\ Prinee, who therefore was wholly averfe toit; but 
i this crafty Cafuift told him, T)mt be muft confider, 
- that as he bad a private Capacity and a public^ 

• Jo be had apublick Confidence as vxU as a private ; that 

tbo his private Confcience, as a May, would not permit him 

to do an A£i contrary to his Under/landing, Judgment) 

. #nd Confcience; yet hispublick Confcience, as. a King 9 

which obligd him to do all things for the (rood of bis 

. People, and to preferve bis Kingdom in Peace for himfelf 

' and Us Posterity, would not only pm-mit him to do tbnt 9 

but men oblige and require him* What Heathen could 

have found out a more damnable DiftinQioia? 

• Ifet this and the like prevailed. No doubt but that 
, He&ry VI. had fuch Cafuifts about him, who im- 
:'pos ? jd: upon- his Simplicity for their own private 

Jtnds, without confidering, that tho' they find two 
. diftinft Capacities in the fame Perfon, yet the 
-■ jMan is but one, and has but one Soul to fave or 
. cajft away, and is to be try J d before a Tribunal 
where fopbiftical Arguments will not avail. This 
was well obferv'd by a German Pe&fant, who, feeing 
theBifhop and Prince of Liege on the Road in-iiis 
Coach, fcllowM by his Guards, look'd earrieftly at 
him, and burft out a laughing in a very loud and 
extravagant manner. The Bilhop obferving him, 
£nd perceiving no Motive of Laughter, caus'd him 
to be calTd, and ask'd what it was that provok'd 
him to fo much Mirth, lince, nothing appear'd that 
was likely to move it. The fly Peafaint anfwer'd, 
. jfre could not forbear laughing to think what a Fool 
St. Peter had been. The Bi&op, fomewhat fcanda- 
1iz'd at the Pcofapeneis of the Expreffion, again de- 
manded what Occafion he had to entertain fo irre- 
, jigidtis a Thought of that holy Apoflle. Sir, re- 
ply'd the Clown, he was a Btjhop, and the greatejtof 
- SUfiopSy and yet be .nvalk'd afoot, hungry, and in want of 
Neceffaries, through many Parts of the World; find now 

L 4 Ifee 
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J fee you, who are a Bijhop too, in your Coach, aniwhif 
your Guards, which is a much eafierUfe ; and therefore I 
cannot tut think him guilty of much Folly to live fo mife- 
tably. Ton muft confider, re join'd the Prelate, that I am 
Prince, as well aa Bijhop of Liege* and for that Reafon 
1 travel with this Pomp. The Peafant made a Bow, 
ieem'd fatisfy'd, and To they parted ; bat before 
the Coach could make much way, that poor Fel- 
low feu into another violent Fit of Laughter; 
whereupon he was again call'd, and the Queftion 
put to him, what ridiculous Notion had fet him 
into that Fir. Sir, faid the Peafant, I cannot forbear 
laughing to think what would become of the Bijbop, if the 
Devil Jbould take the Prince of Liege. This Tale, 
tho' to fome it may appear trivial, is well worth 
the Obfervation of all thofe who pretend to a& 
in two Capacities. If whilft they live like Saints 
in the one, they dill retain the Crimes of the 
greateft Sinners in the other, the Perfon, which is 
infeparable, will be at a great lofs to account for 
the Guilt of one Capacity, tho* it alledge the Inno- 
cence of the other. 

Tho* it looks like a Digreffion, this is not alto- 
gether foreign from our Subjefi. Usurpations oc- 
cafion Wars, and Wars, befides the immenfe Sums 
rais'd to maintain them, devour the Subftance of 
the Subjeft in Rapine and Deflation, and infinite 
Numbers fhed their Blood and Sacrifice their Lives 
in the Service of the two contending Parties. We 
will now come to thofe Impositions that were laid 
in the ufual Form under this King, of which take 
the Account given in the oft quoted Cotton MS. 
foL 9, which is as follows : 

Henry V. dying in the ninth Year of his Reign, 
left £ peaceable Succeflbr and Heir (Henry Vty 
nimium felix malofuo, as the Event prov'd; for re- 
taining nothing ex faterna Majefiate pr&er Sfeciem 

Nominis, 
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Nomlnis y by Fear and Facility laid the way open to 
his fa&ious, ambitious Kindred to work them- 
felvcs into popular Favour, and himfelf into Con- 
tempt. Which was foon done, by leading the 
eafy King by Expence into Extremity, and the 
People into Burdens ; for befides the Rcfumptions, 
he took of his own and Father's Grants, wbieft 
was purpofely plotted to make a Confumption of 
Duty and Affe&ioti towards him, he, out of the 
old Inheritance of his Subje&s, exa&ed 6d. in the 
-Found, Anno 14, and doubled twice that Valua- 
tion, not only of, all Lands purchafed from the 
Entrance of Edward, I. but all Freehold and Copy- 
hold under 200 /. and 2 s. in twenty of all above. 
He further imposed firfl 6 s. id. and then 20 s. upda 
every Knight s Fee. Out of the * Goods of his 
Commons he had fix Tenths, whereof one for 
three Years; befides three Moieties and ode 
Third; of Fifteenths, three Halfs, one Third, 
and Eighth entire, of which there were two for 
three Years Grant. Befides thefe former* out of 
the Wools he had 3 7107 L rais'd by a Moiety of -a 
Tenth and Fifteenth. And again of all Goods 6 s* 
8 d. in the Pound. Of the Merchant, of Subfidies, 
rated as in former Times, he had them by Grant 
once but for a Year ; the like doubled for two, and 
trebled for three and a half. This Subfidy amoun- 
ted to 33 x. 4<£ of Denifons, and 53/. 4^ of 
Aliens the Sack of Wool, was twice granted foe 
four Years at a time ; and, Aim 3 1, for Term of the 
King's Life. Befides once a Subfidy alone of 
Aliens Goods, Tonnage and Poundage improv'd 
to 6 s. 2d. he took in his eighteenth Year after the 
Rates of his Father's Time ; he had it firft thrice 
by feveral Grants and Years, then as often for two 
Tears, and again by a new Grant for five Years, 
and in the end for Term of Life. Of the Clergy 

he 
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he had, besides one half of Ifcfmes, four entire 

-Tenths. And by the State ift general, Anm ji, 

•aooo Archers ' jnainzain'd for half a Year at die 

- :Comm6a Charge. By the Pole he exa&ed * .dtow 
k<8, of every Merchant Strangpr,v if a Hoidhoidcr, 
. 1 6 /. apiece ;. if none, $ d. Ami* Anno 27, 6 s. &d. 

< Df every fuch Sciutnger, and z*>d* of their Clerks. 

\ Anm 51, he tod granted, for Tfepn of Life, 10/. 
-4rynr of all Inhabitants Merchants .nicer Aliens, 
And a. Third leife of E(enifoos„* Mid 20 j. of every 

• .Sttafiger Merchant that icwip ;into the ;Land. 

- Thc^rft Monopolies,. Ii ftid/iwere granted upon 
~$he EKtrensuty.oflthefeTiiJids^.fbrin the twenty- 
ninth, the Spine Ikes, Merchants ot Genoa, had by 
Grant the folfc. Ttede of many Staple Ccrramadi- 

: ties 3 as the Merchants o£, Southampton h^d all 

^Altom for the/iikc;Sum/ Xtufai ail thcfeContii- 

.but ions, Taxes; /.and Shifts, fwtiereby the impo- 

.Hmccifli'd People were enforc-d »ro petition Redrcfs, 

for which a Parliament was* Anm 10, fummomd 

Vonlyj the KingV: Coflfers ' were ib empt^, an4 

jthe yearly Revenue dCofhQrt, x ^s the. Lord Treafiirer 

-mas zonlitiin'jd? 4m$ i'i, to complain in Parlia- 

. ment of the one; .and dcrtuv'd there the other to 

waat 35000 /. of the need&l Expence, as the heft 

Motive to wodc a Relief from the Commonwealth, 

which was by the People in part ©Hefted. But by 

: Artw 1 8, -, the Jkjpts were fwx>l&> fgain fo ;great, 

that the Parliament- was rernforcxl not only to fee 

to them, but to foppoft and viftiiai the Kingfs 

Hou&old. Thus was this atohappy Princes 

, Reign all War arid- Wafte, until, as one faith* of 

Lepidus, a Mtlittbus & a Rrmna iefertus y he -was 

left for a while a disgraced Life Spdiata quant, tuexi 

•nm pourat Dtgnitxtte. . . 1 i 

. The other Cmtcn MS. at fol»6q> rocs thus > 1 

•1 
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* And in the firft of Hewy VI. a Suhfidy of Staple 
Ware, Tonnage and Poundage; and in the third, a 
Subfidy of Wools for three Years, Tonnage an4 
Poundage for one Year, upon Condition the Mer* 
chants Aliens fhould flraighdy be look'd W- 

And in the fixtfa, Tonnage and Bguodage for 
two Years; 6 s. &d. for every twenty NobJps $ an<J 
6 s. 8 d. for every Petfon that holdeth by Knight^ 
Fee. 

And in the eighth, £ne Bilious and one .Fifeeentjt 
jo be leyjed of the Laity ; .a$ttbiidy of WqqIs fqr 
two Years. / : 

And in the ninth, one, and one Fifteenth, and a 
third Part of ±>oth ; Tonnage *nd ^Beunslage fe? 
two Years, with Subfidy of all Merchant StyftqgQi? 
Goods; and x>£ every. whole Knight's Fee .294. 
and according to t ha t^late Lands purchafed,bytbf 
Clergy >fiqce Edward I. and to.s. for the Value of 
ao/- Goods. , / 1 > ;,. 

- And , in the tenth ^f Henry VI- half Z DifflWk 
and half \ a Fifeeenth^. a i Subfidy d Wtifite for 9, 
Year s Tonnage and Poundage for two Years wgtp 
granted. *• 7 : . ."./•:• • . " • - — -' ; 

; And in the fourteenth Year of hisReign, a 3pbr 
iidy of 6 d. in the Pound, to be levied upon ivery 
Man's Oath, for every .Round of yearly Revenue 
of Lands and Offices above 5 /. and one Dtftfl£ 
and one Fifteenth of the Laity, whereof 400,0 /.^ 
go to the Relief of decay'd Towo&and Villager; 
and a Subfidy of Wool and Staple Mereh^ndifcfi, 
with Tonnage and Poundage, ibr iwo Yiea*$ gwtflr 
tqd. .';'.' 

In the feventeenth Tear, a Difroe, and a FiG- 
teefith, and a Subfidy of Wools for three Y^ars 
was granted to the King. * 

And in the eighteenth, one Difme* one Fif- 
teenth and a half, a Subfidy o£ Wools for thre* 

Years, 
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Years, and 6 s. 8 d. raifed upon the Tonnage and 
Poundage of Merchants Goods; and of all Aliens 
and Dcnifons 16 d. a Man, being Houiholders, and 
being none 6 d. 

And in the twenty-third Year, a Tenth and half 
a Fifteenth, excepting 2000 /. to be allow'd to cer- 
tain poor Towns ; and a Tenth and a Fifteenth, 
excepting <fooo /. to relieve certain Towns wafted. 

And a Subfidy of Wools, 3 3 s. 4 d. the Sack of 
Denifons, and yj /. 4 d. of Aliens, granted for four 
Tears ; and Tonnage and Poundage of Denifons, 
and double of Aliens. 

Half a Difme and half a Fifteenth of the Laity ; 
and 16 d. of every Houfholder Stranger, and 6 d* 
of every other ; and of every Merchant Stranger 
« /. 8 <£ and 20 d> apiece of their Clerks ; and Sub- 
fidy of Wools as in his Reign. 

And in the Year following, a Subfidy of 1 2 d. 
in the Pound out of all yearly Revenue of Frce- 
Jiold, Copyhold, Office, being under the Value 
of 200 /. for every Pound being above 200 /. 2 s. the 
Pound. 

And in the thirty-firft of Henry VI. one Difme 
and one Fifteenth ; Tonnage and Poundage during 
the King's Life ; and for like Term Subfidy of 
' Wools, v/fc. 43 s. 4 d. for every Sack of Denifons, 
and 5 /. of Aliens ; and fo of other Staple Wares 
according to the Rate. And during Life of every 
Merchant Stranger, and no Denifon, but Houf- 
holder, 10 /. a year ; and for every Stranger that 
abideth but fix Weeks in England 20 j. and of 
every Merchant Alien, being Denifon, 6 /. 13 s. 4 d. 
yearly, during the King's Life. ' 

The MS. of SitRolmt Cotton's own Hand, in his 
Library, as above, ztfoL 80,, has only thefe Words : 
Henry VI- commanded, in his fifteenth Year, two of 
each Parifh to appear before Commiflianers, to fervc 

in 
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in Perfon in his Wars, or allow in Money the Rate 
of two Days Expence, according to their Degree 
and Quality* And in the two and twentieth, he 
chargeth the Lords Spiritual and Temporal with a 
Benevolence for Defence of Calais, and hath it 
willingly according to the Proportion of his De- 
mand that there is rated* 

Thus thofe MSS. which indeed do fum up all the 
Taxations of the Reign, but fo briefly that nothing 
appears very particular ; yet they are the beft Ac- 
counts we have colle&ed, not only from Hiftorians, 
but alfo from Records, which are frequently quo- 
ted. It is a great Diffatisfa&ion to be left fo much 
in the dark ; but where fhall we feek for more 
Light? The firft Year of his Reign, at a Parlia- 
ment held at Londm, which met on the ninth of 
Nwemter, there was granted to the King a Sub- 
sidy towards carrying on the Wars in France ; 
it confided of live Nobles of every Sack of Wool 
exported out of the Nation, and to continue for 
three Years. 

However, in the third Year, a Parliament met 
at Wefiminfier on the laft Day of Afrit* which gran- 
ted another Subfidy, ftiil for the fame War, of 1 2 d. 
in the Pound of aU forts of Commodities whatfo- 
ever, either imported or exported ; and 3 s. a Tun 
for Wine, for three Years alfo. And befides all this, 
it was enaded that all Strangers fhould pay 43 /• 
4 d* for every Sack of Wool they exported j where- 
as Englifb, Merchants paid no more than five Nobles, 
as has been faid above. 

In his fourth Year, on the fifteenth of March, the 
Parliament met at Leicefler, and was call'd the Par- 
liament of Bats ; becaufe 411 that came to it 
brought great' Staves or Bats on their Shoulders, 
having been forbid wearing Swords; and when 

thofe Bats were alfo prohibited, they carry'd 

Stones, 
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Stones, or leaden Plummets. This Parliament #ASF 
held by the Regent Duke of Bedford, who ftfll 
craving for thp French War, had a great Aid and 
Subfidy granted, as fonie Anchors exjirefs it, with- 
out mentioning to what Value, or of what Sort. 

The fifth Year no, Parliament met, and confer 
quently there was no new Imposition. But 

The fixth Year there was a Parliament at tfafi* 
fhhtfterj wherein there was granted a Stfbfidy of 3 j*: 
of every Tun of Wine* and 1 2 d. in the Pound 
upon all Merchandize, except Wool, WooMFells r 
and Cloth- Befides, of every Parift in the King- 
dom, excepting thofe in Cities and Borctaghff, 
where the Value of the Benefice was twdve Marks, 
ten of the Parifliioners ftould pay 6 s. 8 d. and every 
other Parifhioner 8 d. and where the Benefice was 
worth 10/. ten Parifliioners to pay 13 s. %A. and 
ft> proportionably in all othets. And asibr the In- 
habitants of Cities and Borough's, every Mao 
tforth 20 s. above his HbuAiold Stuff and Apparel,- 
to pay 4 d. and fo afte? the fame Rate up to the* 
richeft. 

The feventh Year no Parliament met ; the eighth 
the Parliament fate at Wefiminfter^ the' ninth again 
zxfVefltninfier^ the tenth in the fame Place; fo the 
following Seffions were held ftill at Weflminfter, till 
the twenty-fifth Year, when the Seffion was at 
St. "Edmund? s- bury. Then again' at fVeftntmfter y 
the twenty-feventh, twenty- eighth, twenty-ninth, 
thirtieth, thirty-third, and thirty-ninth, whicfr 
were ail the Parliaments in this Reign. During all 
Which Years, from the fixth above fpofcen of, no- 
thing can be added to what has been quoted from 
the feveral MSS. before, and we are willing to 
avoid Repetitions. 

AH the Impofitions mention'd muft needs amount 
to very great Sums* for thofe Days, tho' there is 

no 
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fib:Methdd of gitotfg ahy Goeft at them > ; but it 
muft at the fame time be cohfider'd, that the 
Reign was long, of thirty-eight Years and an half, 
and the .continual Wars made tf expenfive: Be- 
fides which,, as he ii faid to have! been a moft inno- 
cent Man, his Minifters impos'd upon him r with 
the greater Eafe. *5The moft "quick-lighted King* 
canflot avoid being much cheated , ; how much morfi 
One who fufpe&ed no Man ? And indeed all Hifto^ 
t ians do inform us, that thofe who governed under 
him, for he knew little of it himfelf, did oecafion: 
all the Difcontents among the People by their 
greedy raking to themfelves, by which meatis they 
weite att vaftly enrich'd, and he always kept poor. 
A Saint-like King is fcarce fit to govern a wicked 
People ^ he is too apt to believe, and they are too 
forward to deceive. Reftlefs Spirits muft be go- 
verned with an iron Rod ; and ft is in vain xbTay 
that Princes Aould gain the Love of their Subje&s ; 
if they do not feat, they will never love. A Sovereign 
too mild is always contemn'd ; for the Generality 
of Mankind either have not Senfe to difcern be- 
tween the Virtues and the Vices of the great ones, 
or elfe have too much Malice to make a good Ufe 
of what they comprehend. It is impoffible to pleafe 
all, and thofe who are difcontented will always 
endeavour to lead the ignorant and unwary into 
their own mifchievous. Proje&s, upon wild No* 
t-ions, calling the Goodrtefs of a Prince Folly, his 
Tendernefs of Heart Pufillanimity ; and fo of all* 
•other commendable Qualities. However, if we 
pry curioufly into the Life and A&ions of this 
King Henry VI. it plainly appears that he was no 
way qualified for Government; but might have 
made a very good religious Man,* yet his ill Fate 
Xct-a Crown on his Head, and he had, itfeems, 
■ ■ ' ■* Ambi- 
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Ambition enough to defend it as long as he could, 
without regard to Right or Wrong* 

K. EDWARD IV. 

OF the Houfe of York, at length recovered the 
Right of his Family, after an Ufurpation of 
above three-fcore Years, in three Defcents of the 
Houfe of Lancaftery which feem'd in that time to 
have rivetted itfelf on the Throne, but was now 
caft out, yet fo as to return again, as (hall be feen 
in Ring Henry V1L It was not without much Ef- 
fiifion of Blood that King Edward retrieved what 
was his Due ; nor could he enjoy it in Peace, being 
always perplex'd by his rebellious Subje&s, at the 
Infiigation of the Favourers of the Lane afir tan Line* 
The Battle which gain'd him the Crown was 
fought* in March 1461, and coft the Lives of near 
thirty-five thoufand Men, and a great Number of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of Note. In June fol- 
lowing he was crown'd at IVeftminfter ; and in No- 
vember he held a Parliament there, in which King 
Henry, who was fled into Scotland, and very many of 
bis Adherents, were attainted, and fome of them 
afterwards executed. 

To come to the Taxes paid to this King by his 
Subjedts, we do not find any better Account under 
him than we have before* The Comn MS. foL 9. 
is very fhort, having only thefe few Lines : 

Edward IV* betides two Refumptions, not only 
of the Grants of fuch Kings as he accounted dt 
FaEto and not de Jure to reign, but alfo of thofe 
made by himfelf ; and a Sea of Profit, that by in- 
finite Attainders flow'd daily into his Treafury ; 
he took nocwithftanding of his Commons fix 
Tenths, three Quarters, and the like Proportions 
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ih Fifteenths, A Benevolence, in Anno 14, which 
Fabian caileth a new Contribution, and charged 
them with Wages of His Archers to a Sum of 
51117/. Of the Merchant* he had Tonnage and 
Poundage for Term of Life ,• befides of Stranger^ 
as well Denifons as Others, a Subfidy in the 
twenty-fecond of his Reign* 

The MS- ztfol. 64, is near as fliort, as follows : 

To Edward IV- in the third Year of his Reign, 

an Aid of 3 7000 /. is granted to be levied Jfcut of 

the Counties, Cities* and Towns, according to 

Rate fpecified in Record. 

And in the feVenth of the fame King, two 
Difmes and two Fifteenths from the Laity, except 
12000/. to be deduced to the Relief of the 
pooreft Towns. 

And in the twelfth, one Difirte and one Fif- 
teenth, except 6000 L to be difiributed to poof 
Towns. 

And in the feme Year, one Diihie and one Fif- 
teenth , and 51 1 17 U for the Wages of 13006 
Archers; one Difme, and one Fifteenth, and 
three Quarters of either granted* 

And in the twenty- fecond of Edward IV. one 
Difme and one Fifteenth of the Laity, except 
6000 1 to be beftow'd upon decay 'd Towns* 

And a yearly Subfidy upon all Strangers, as well 
Denifons as others* given by Parliament, 

Sir Robert Cotton s own MS. is the (horteft, as ha- 
ving only thefe few Words : Edward IV* in his firft 
Year, hath of the Clergy a Benevolence, which iit 
the Record is call'd a voluntary Subfidy, And ia 
the twelfth Year, by the Advice of the three 
Eftates in Parliament, to undertake the Recovery 
of his Jewels* for which they grant him a Subfidy ; 
which falling ftiort of bis Occafions, he taketh of 
his People a Benevolence* 
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All the fe veral Impofi tions being fum'd up above, 
it only remains to add fomewhat more particular 
than what is there faid, and efpecially to the Be- 
nevolence there mentioned. King Edward, having 
receiv'd very confiderable Supplies from the Par- 
liament in his twelfth Year, and (till wanting 
Money, by reafon of his extraordinary Expences, 
bethought himfelf of this Method : He call'd before 
him moft of the wealthieft People in the Kingdom, 
taking every one apart, and declaring to them the 
great' Want he was in, and what were the Occa- 
sions of it, and defiring every one of them to con- 
tribute fomething voluntarily towards his Relief, 
according to their Ability, They being in his 
frefence, and not knowing how to deny his Re- 
oueft, readily comply *d, fome giving more, and 
tome lefs, as their Generofity di&ated , and their 
Siiubftance would afford* This he call'd a Benevo- 
lence, as being a voluntary Ad, and feeming to be 
done out of meer Afie&ion ; tho* it is certain that 
in fo great a Number of Contributors there were 
many who did it much againft their Inclinations, and 
rather out of Fear than Love ; or indeed for Shame ; 
becaufe their King courting them in the moft obli- 
ging manner, they had no Way to get off without 
appearing generous* 

In the Management of this Affair there happened 
a comical Pauage, which thofe who have not 
heard will not be difpleas'd to find here inferred. 
Among the reft fummon'd by King Edward to ap- 
pear before him was a Widow, of a confiderable 
Age, and much more confiderable for her Wealth* 
He, in a pleafant and courteous manner, ask'd her 
how much fhe was willing to contribute to his 
Relief in that Time of Want. The King being of 
a very graceful Prefence, when fhe had taken a full 
yiew of him, flie anfwer'd, £j my TrotA, for thy 

lamely 
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t&ely Countenance y thou Jhalt bavt tven twtnty Pounds. 
The Sum was great in thofe Days, and the King>, 
who bad not imagirul fhe would have given fo muchi 
return'd Thanks, and in a moft obliging manner 
kifs'd her* The old Gentlewoman was fo highly, 
delighted with the Favour of that Kifs, dnd being; 
before taken wkh his Perfon, that fhc {wore he 
fiiould have twenty Pounds more for ir ; and with 
the feme Chearfulnefs that (he promis'd lhe.pef*i 
form'd it. Many fuch Ladies add fuch KiffeS: 
might have been more advantageous to the King 
than .an indifferent Subfidy from the Parliament*. 
which fome Kings have taken as much Pains tor 
beg,, and not always been comply'd with. 

Befides what Contributions King Edward re- 
ceived from his Subjects, he, for fome Years be- 
fore his Death, had 5000 Crowns a year paid hini 
by the King of Frame in the Tower oi London. Thi$ 
the Engttjb would have to be looked upon as a Tri- 
bute; and the French calTd it a Penfion; neither 
Name in reality any way proper. As for the fifftj 
it is ridiculous to think that a King of Frond fhould 
pay a Tribute for his own Crown, efpeciaUy at that 
time, when be had regained all that ever the 
Enghj/b won, befides Normandy* which had been 
the ancient Patrimony of King William the Con* 
queror's Family, and Aqutiain, acquired by Mar*, 
riages, and Qther Means ; when the former Kings, 
who had loft the one half of their Dominions.* r 
never fubmirted to any fuch Imposition. The 
other Name of a Penfion, if taken in the right Senfe, f 
may be jnorc proper, that is, if only as a Coqfi- 
deration for Lands yielded up, or LoffeS faftain'd i* 
but if made ufe of to fignify the retaining of thft 
Perfon that receives it as iiibfervient to a Superior,* 
as very often it is, then will it be found no left pre* • 

Ma pofterous 
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pofterous than the other Notion of a Tribute has 
been £hown to be. 

There is one Particular more reckoned by feme 
as a great Addition to this King's Revenues, that 
is, the great Number of Eftates that became for- 
feited to him, on account of Rebellion ; for at his 
firft coming to the Crown about 140 considerable 
Perfons were attainted by Parliament, and their 
Eftates of confequence fell to him ; befides many 
more afterwards upon feveral Occasions. But if 
rightly confider'd, fuch Forfeitures never contribute 
much towards the enriching of a King, efpecially 
one under his Circumftances, who had very many 
to reward for their faithful Service in affifting to re- 
cover his Right* Thus it is likely, that what came 
to him on the one Hand, wa$ dealt out by him 
with the other ; fo that in the end it proved no Ad- 
dition to him v tho' it is true it might favc him the 
Expence he muft have been at out of his own, kad 
there not been fo plentiful an Harveft from others. 

To conclude, befides his being a rightful and 
lkwful King, he may juftly be allow'd to have been 
a good Man. It does hot appear that he ever de- 
lighted in diftreffing his Subje&s, and what he drew 
from them was no more than a neceffary Support 
to enable him to withftand the many Troubles 
rais'd againll him. Nor was he ambitious of ex- 
tending his Dominions to aggrandize himfelf and 
ruin his People ; but on the contrary, laid hold of 
the firft Opportunity that offered to conclude a 
Peace with France, and defift from all thofe vain 
Notions of making Coriquefts, which he found by 
Experience could never be preferv'd. He had plain 
Demonftrations of it in the fo much applauded 
JV&ionfr of King Edward III. and Henry V. who 
having made Frame a Field of Blood, at the Ex- 
pence of their own People ; the firft of them liv'd 

to 
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to Iofe part of what he had gain' d himfelf, and left 
the reft to be loft by his Grandfon; and fo the lat- 
ter, having made a mighty Progrefs in a very ihort 
time, was himfelf cut oft by Death, and his Son 
was turn'd out of all he had been labouring for* 
King Edward was of a better Difpofition, and 
doubtlefs thought it enough that he had recover'd 
his own, without embroiling England, which had 
fuffer'd fo much by the Civil Wars, to wreft that 
from others, which in reality he had but a poor 
Claim to, and which there was no Probability he 
fhould ever be Mafter of. In fhort, if we may be- 
lieve Hatt y he made fuch a Speech to thofe about 
him before his Death, as fliow'd him a good 
Chriftian and a good King. He departed this 
Life at IVeftminfter, on the pth of April 148$, in 
the forty-firft Year of his Age, when he had reigrt'd 
twenty-two Years, one Month, and eight Days. 



K.EDWARD V. 

SO N to the Fourth of the fame Name, and 
confequently rightful King, but unfortunate 
as to this World. He inherited his Father's Right 
at thirteen Years of Age, under the Tuition of his 
wicked Uncle Richard Duke of Glocefter, who be- 
ing a moft inhuman Wretch, and fupported by 
others as vile as himfelf, found means to ufurp the 
Crown, and hellifh Inftruments to murder the in* 
fant King and his younger Brother. The firft 
Method us'd to this Intent, was the removing of 
all that were loyal from about the King, which 
was perform'd with the Affiftance of the Duke of 
Buckingham, as bafe a Wretch as he that employ 'd 
him* When this was done, the Queen Mother 

M 3 took 
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took SanjRuary with her Sons in tVeftminjher Akhey. 
The Sons were by falfe Oaths and Pro teftat ions 
flrawrf from thence and fecur'd in the Tower, Then 
the Prote&or Duke of Glocefter began to aft more 
bare-fac'd, and gave out that King Edward IV* 
and his Brother the Duke of Clarence, were both 
Baflards, and himlelf the true Heir of the Crown? 
The better to inculcate this fcandalous Notion, he 
apply 'd to wicked Clergymen, who, according to 
the known Maxim, Corruftio optimi pefjtma, the beft 
things when corrupted become the worft, are the 
fittcft Instruments for carrying on any Mifchief, 
Accordingly, Dr. Shaw, one of thofe Hell-driving 
Clergymen, of which all Ages have afforded fome 
Examples, preach'd at St. Paul's Cwfs, where, as he 
had been dire&ed, he baftardi^d the late King, 
dedar'd the prcfent of a Baftard Pefccnt; and 
therefore gave the Right to the Crown to the Duke 
of Glocefter. This devililh Invention d;d nqt take 
with that Audience ; yet it ferv'd, with the Jlelp of 
other accurfed Practices like it, and the Support of 
feveral Traitors, who expe#ed to raife themfelves 
by it, to embolden Richard Duke of Glocefter to 
affume the Title of King. That Title he well 
knew could not fubfift without the Eftufion of much 
plood; and therefore for the more Security he 
caus'd the young King and his Brother to be cruel-* 
|y murder ? d in the Tower, to cut off all Pretenfions ; 
and not being able to deftroy the Lady Elizabeth 
fheir Sifter, who kept in the Sanctuary at Weftminr 
per, he poifon'd his own Wife to make room to 
Inarry that Lady, who was then the undoubted 
Heir to the Crown, hoping by fo much Barbarity 
to eftablifh hijnfelf and his Poflerity on the Throne; 
but God, who permitted him thus to rage for a 
Time, at length cut him off, as we fhall fee in the 
gext Reign. 



»* t »' 
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King Edward V. tho' he has a Place in the Ca- 
talogue of our Kings, as indeed is due to hip, 
was cut off, as has been faid, To foon, that he can 
fcarce be faid to have reign d; for his whole Time 
did not extend to a Tear, and accordingly there was 
no Seffion of Parliament, nor any Tax rais'd in his 
Name- A Qiarafier of this Prince cannot be 
given to any great Advantage ; his tender Tears 
could not give any Proof of his Talent. All that 
can be faid is, that he was of a graceful Pre fence; 
and, as far as his Age would permit, gave promi- 
sing Hopes of making a noble fpirited Sovereign, 
nothing being wanted in him that could poflibly 
appear under his Circumftances. But God had 
otherwife decreed, the Nation was not yet to be 
made happy under a Fatherly Ruler; a Tyrant 
was to afcend the Throne, in order to carry on 
that Scourge which had lain upon the People fevc- 
ral Tears before the legal Line was reftor'd. As the 
Subjeft in hand is only relating to the Taxes and 
Impofitions, all other Matters are omitted, befides 
bringing down the Defcent of thofe who were real- 
ly Kings, or who tyrannically ufurp'd that Honour, 
of which fort he that follows is a fignal Inftancc. 

K. R I C HARD III 

SO he is ftyfd, and plac'd among our Kings; 
tho 9 with as little Reafon as ever there was for 
giving fo honourable a Title to the moft barbarous 
Tyrant. And fuch a one he was ; for befides the 
Murders of his Sovereign and his Brother, both in- 
nocent Children, and of his own Wife, he deftroy'd 
many Perfons of Note, only for their adhering to 
their Sovereign, and others out of meer Malice $ 
and rewarded all that imbru'd their Hands in 

M 4 Blood 
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Blood to pleafe his brutal Temper. His Fcrfon 
rcprcfented the vile Difpofition pf his Mind ; for 
he was of Stature fhort, and mif-fhapen, his Back 
awry, -his left Shoulder darting up much above 
his right ; his Countenance (tern , and of a 
bloody Hue ; and every way difagreeable to be- 
hold. As his Body, fo was his Soul deform'd and 
hideous, being malicious in the higheft degree, vio- 
lently paffionate, envious beyond meaftire, cruel as 
a Lva&e Bead* Senfe he did not want, unlefs it 
were for any thing thft; w?s good, but rather 
abounded in it for all th^t was mifchievops. Some 
have attributed to him the Virtue of Generofity, 
which indeed was no other thjin a profofe way of 
corrupting vile ^f en to affift hjm in his hellifh Pro- 
jefts. Courage he had, like the wild Beafts, all 
tending to the Definition of others, and advancing 
of himfelf. Pride and Ambition entirely fway'd 
him. His own Secrets he was fure to keep, as not 
fit to be communicated to any but his own infernal 
Agents. In diffembling none could outdo him, be- 
ing apt to fawn when he defign'd to deftroy ,• and, 
like Judaa 9 would kifs and embrace the Man whofe 
Throat he did defign to cut. Falfe to thofe that 
ferv'd himmoft, and had defer v'd hisxFriendfhip, 
In fhort, a Monfter of a Man, if he deferv'd that 
>Jame, paving more of the Nature of a Devil in- 
carnate, void of all Religion and Humanity. 

Tq coige now to what relates to T^xes in his 
Time, God fhorten'd his Reign for the Good of 
$he Nation; jnd confequently he had but little 
tiqi? to opprefs th? People that way. The oft 
quoted Cotton MS. ztfol. <?, has only thi$ lhort Ac- 
pounp of him : 

Richard his Brother fucceeded, Homo ingemojtflims 
ptjuam & facundus malo publico, full of Art to be- 
guile the People ; for to make a juft Semblance of 
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. his unjuft Entry, befides his Aft of Parliament full 
of dangerous Untruths, he ditfembled the Part of 
an excellent Prince, making the Commons believe, 
by a Statute to which he gave firft Form as Life, 
difcharging them for ever from all Exa&ions call'd 
Benevolences, that his Opinion was Ditare mag$ 
ejfe Regiunt quam ditefcere ; whereas he did but truly 
imitate Nero, that took away the Law Manlia de 
Vtftigfllibus only ut gratwfior ejfet Populis. And fo 
all his fbort Reign I find recorded but once any 
Tax upon the People; and that was a Tenth 
granted by the Clergy of both Provinces. 

This Richards Reign, as it is call'd, or rather 
tyrannical Rule, lafted but two Tears, two Months* 
and one Day; only one Parliament fate in his 
Time ; and there do not appear to have been an/ 
more Impositions than what has been laid- At 
the end of the Time juil mentioned he was (lain at 
Bo/worth Fight, where 4000 Men loft their Livat 
in Defence. of his Ufurpation. His Body was 
ftript ftark naked, not a Rag left to cover any 
Part, and in that manner laid acrofs a Horfe, like 
the dead Carcafs of a Beaft, and fo carry 'd to 
Leicefier, where it was bury Vi in the Church of the 
Grey Friers, more deferving to have been left a 
Prey to the Birds of the Air. There let us leave 
him to proceed to 

K. HENRY VII. 

HE obtained the Crown by the Defeat and 
Death of the aforefaid Richard 111. and be- 
came a rightful King by marrying the Lady Eliu*- 
beth, Daughter to King Edward IV. to whom the 
Right was devolved by the Death of her two Bro- 
thers, murder'd, as has been (aid, by hers and 

their 
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their Unde the Tyrant Richard. King Henry wa* 
himfelf the Head of the Houfe of Lancafter, and 
taking to Wife that Lady, who was Chief of the 
Houfe of Tork> they united the two Families, and 
put an end to thofe Pretentions which had coft fo 
many thoufand Lives. King Henry was the reverie 
of his Predeceffor, of a graceful Perfon, and a more 
graceful Soul ; for he was accounted one of the 
wifeft Princes of his Age ; politick in his Govern- 
ment, without all the Wickcdnefs of a Machicwel ; 
a very great Lover of Juftice; naturally addi&ed to 
Temperance ; of an awful Gravity, without Pride 
fcr Supercilioufhefs ; and oi fuch excellent Condud, 
that, notwithstanding all the Praftices of turbuleiit 
Spirits, he preferv'd Quiet at home and Peace 
abroad, being content to keep his own, without 
invading the Rights of others ; by which means 
he gain'd the Efteem of all neighbouring Potentates, 
and was honour'd by his own Subje&s. 

Let us now fee what the Cotton JMSS. afford us 
in relation to the Matter in hand under this King ; 
and then we will proceed to farther Particular*. 
The MS. ztfol. 9. runs thus : 

Henry VII. fuccecding, refum'd, in the third 
Year of his Reign, moft Grants of Offices raadfc 
by the Ufurpcr or his Brother, and affefs'd upoft 
the Lands only of his Subjefts but one Aid iti 
Anno 19 ; out of their Goods and Lands a tenth 
Penny ; and of the Goods, only three times the 
Tenth, five Fifteenths, befides a Tenth and Fif- 
teenth arifing to 120000/. He took three Sub- 
sidies, whereof the laft was not aboVe 3 6000 /. and 
one Benevolence, the Proportion of every Alder- 
man being 300/. and the entire Sum of the City' 
of Lendott 9688 1 ijs. 4 <£ Of the Clergy he had 
twice the Tenth, and 25000 /. by way of Subfidy 1 
and of them and the Commons two Loans, the 

City 
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City of London rated at 6000 I. the other not de- 
finite in proportion, but fo affefs'd as the Commit- 
fioners and the Lenders could agree. 

As alfo to eafe the Expence of War, as Mue of 
the good Money going over to Bulkn, he flampt 
an allay'd Coin, ufaally then termed DanAefrms, z 
Courfe that Neceffity afterwards enforced his Son 
and Succeffors to pra&ife, and is an apparent Symp- 
tom of a confum'd State. But that whereby he 
heap'd up his Mafe of Treafure (for he left in 
Bullion four Millions and a half, befides his Plate, 
Jewels, and rich Attires of Houfe) was by Sale of 
Offices, Redemption of Penalties, difpenfing with 
Laws, and fueh like, to a Year, by Value of 
120000/. 

The MS- fol. 64, has only thefe Words, and 
there it concludes : 

To Henry VII. in the third Year of his Reign, 
an Aft for two Tenths, and one Fifteenth and % 
Subfidy is granted. 

The MS. fol 69, is likewife fliort, being only 
thus much : 

To Henry VII. the Tonnage was advanc'd to 3 /. 
and the Poundage to i%d. and continued the mod 
part of his Reign without Interruption. Thus 
what in its firft Nature was not invcfted perpetual 
in the Crown, but permiffive and reftri&ive, as 
pleas'd the Aflent and Occafion of the General 
State, is now become no conditional Gratuity, but 
a prerogative Duty. 

The MS./0/. 80. 

Henry VII. had of all his Subjefis, for a Voyage 
into France, a voluntary Gift in his feventh Year ; 
and to aid the Chriftians againfl the Ineurfions of 
the lurks, he impos'd an Aid upon his People, at 
the Pope's Requeft, in the ieventeenth of his 
Reign. * 

The 
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The laft mention'd voluntary Gift, or Benevo- 
lence, other Authors lay, was in his fixth Year, 
which Difference is not very material, the Faft be- 
fog certain. This way of railing Money he is (aid 
to have made choice of to eafe the meaner Sort, 
whom he chiefly endeavoured to oblige, being fen- 
fible that the richeft were the Perfons fitteft to 
fiipply his Wants, and thofe who at all times rais'd 
Rebellions, as grown wanton with too much Eafe ; 
and the Commonalty were ready to follow their 
Motions, as being chiefly fupported by them, and 
bearing their Proportion in all Taxes and Imposi- 
tions. Thus, by laying no Burthen upon them, he 
hop'd to make two fe pa rate Interefts, that when 
the great ones fhould be reftlcfs they might eafily 
be reduced, for yrant of the Multitude to fupport 
them. A good Policy at that Time, but like all 
other worldly Contrivances which tend to Perpe- 
tuity, very little to be depended on ; for, as the 
Barons, when all their Vaflals blindly followed 
them, were ever an Over- match for the Crown ; fo 
the railing of the Commons to a Pitch of Superio- 
rity, occasions too much Infolence in them;, and 
there never want Heads to carry on mifchievous- 
Defigns, where there are Numbers to countenance 
them* 

The way of Benevolence, or Free^Gift, we have 
feen pra&is'd before, and particularly by King 
Edward IV. the fame, tho' it appears voluntary, 
always carrying fome fort of Compulfion with it, 
either thro' Fear of being ill look a upon, and the 
more feverely treated upon any Occasion that 
fhall offer, or in Hopes of finding Favour in Pre- 
tentions ; for Fear and Hope are the two prevai- 
ling Inducements to do thofe things, which other- 
wife we are not inclin'd to- And it has been flnce 
feen that many have been very generous in Ap- 
plying 
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plying the Crown at the Expence of others, not 
out of any Affedtion, or becaufe they thought ic 
necefTary, but becaufe they have been well paid 
for oppreffing their Neighbours. 

Howfoever this was mattag'd, it is certain that 
King Henry, by fuch means, drew to him a very 
great Sum of Money from the wealthier Sort, yec 
not without much grudging ; for there are very 
few that care to part with their Money : And be- 
tides, thofe who are intruded to make fuch Collec- 
tions, are very rarely fo honeft as to manage them 
for the Intereft of the Sovereign, without uling fuch 
Methods for their own private Gain, as render 
them and the Prince equally odious. 
« Having before mention'd all Taxes given in the * 
ufual Courfe by Parliament, it will be needlefs to ' 
repeat them ; we (hall therefore only take notice of 
one Way found by this King, which rais'd himiin- 
xnenfe Sums', and afterwards coil the Lives of the : 
two Judges who had been his chief Inflruments ia 
the Management thereof. A Subfidy had been 
granted him both of the Spirituality and Tempo- 
rality in his nineteenth Year ; but he growing old, 
and towards his End, as is ufual with many, whofe 
natural Temper leads that way, at the fame time 
grew more covetous, and thought he could never , 
heap Treafure enough. 

Being poflefs'd with this Fondnefs of Wealth; 
he ftudy'd the means of acquiring the fame ; and ' 
whether of himfelf, or at the Suggeftion of others^ 
who were acquainted with his Temper, found out 
a Method to fatiate himfelf in fome meafure. It 
appeared that many Penal Laws, and Pecuniary' 
Statutes, had long lain unregarded and difus'd, 
though ftill in the fame Force as they had ever 
been, and made to check unruly People, and for 
the Good of the Publick. When Enquiry came to 

be 
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he made Into the Obfervation of fuch Laws, it afr 
fteat'd there were very few considerable Perfons- 
but what had fome way tranfgrels r d againft them ; 
and confequently were liable to the Fines and 
Mul&S imposed by them* 

When firft this Courfe was undertaken* it went oil 
after an eafy manner, (mall Penalties being impos'd j 
which being legal, and not too heavy, made little 
Ijloife ; and the Perfons themfelves who paid them 
found no Caufe to complain. Soon after the Sweet 
of it appearing, thofe Offences were more nar- 
rowly look'd into, and more grievoufly fin'd. The 
two principal Perfbns in the Management of thisr 
Affair were Sir Richard Emffo* and Edmund: 
Dudley, both of them very knowing in the Laws, 
and well inclined to ingratiate themfelves with their 
Sovereign, by complying with his Inclination ; fo 
that they perhaps, adventured to ftraip thing? to the 
utmoft, believing, that as they aded according to- 
known! Laws, tho 9 not fo much in Ufe, they could 
not incur any Danger ; but, on the contrary, inigbt 
raife themfelves and their Families. 

Encouragement being given, there wanted nor, 
as is ufual upon all fuch Occasions, great Num- 
bers of Informers in all Parts of the Kingdom* * 
who brought Abundance of People into much 
Trouble ; for thefe being a mercenary mean fort of 
Wretches, laid hold of all Opportunities to make 
their own Advantage, tho* it were to the Ruin of • 
their Neighbours, But fuch Guilt is not only to- 
be charged on the Dreg? of the Nation ; all Ages 
have produced too many Iaftances of thofe who are 
call'd Great and Noble, and who yet have not he- 
iitated to facrifice whole Nations to their Avarice 
and Ambition. 

But to flick to the Bufinefs in hand : It is fcarcc 
to be doubted but that Empfon and Dudley above-, 

•• ' ' mentionM 
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jnpnuoa'd might proceed with too much Rigor, 
according to the dead Letter of the Law, to plcafe 
their Prince by railing the greater Sump of Money j 
and it is an old Maxim, ih^xfuTnmumJmefifumma 
Injuria, Juftfce is always to be temper'd with 
Mercy, ami (hould be fo much more where the 
Offenders are fcarce fenfible of the Offence they{ 
are charg'd with, as being again ft Laws little 
known, beqaufe rarely put in Execution. 

What thefe two Judges \v ere •guilty of will befl; 
appear by what was charged againft them, anc( 
what they alledg'd in their own Defence/ The 
Charge was to this Effe&: That they had cfus'd 
many Perfons to be indited of Crimes, and copx* 
nutted them to t Prifou, without due Procefs of Law* 
not allowing them tomake their Defence, but con^> 
fining them till they h^c| compounded by paying- 
great Fines : That they hadfalfely enter d the Lands 
of many People, alle,dging that, they were, hel^ of 
the King m Cafjlie % whereof ^ in reality thf y. were 
notfoj and by that means obliged them to pay 
heavy Fines to the King for the faid Land? : That* 
they had lummpn'd great Numbers by th^jr Pre* 
cepts to appear before them; and, when come, had ? 
imprifon^d them upon, fundry ; Pretence$ till they * 
ranfom'd themfelves with great Sums gi Money, 
not only to. the King, but to themfejv^s the faid >: 
Judges. Many more Part jculars of this q^uw:, as 
is ufual in Indi&ments and Impeachment were * 
call into the. Scale to make their Guilt appear the •• 
trior? heinous ; but what Proof of all this I do npf* 
find: Whatfoever it was, they were i>9th firft at- 
tainted in iWliament ; and yet, as if that very" 
Parliament had not been wcli.fatisfy'd wit£ their • 
-own A&, or queftion'd the juftice of it, they were- 
lefc to be try'd by the inferior Cpurts. This w*s ' 
ia the Reign of King Henry V11L who facrificed 

thefe 
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thefe two Judges to pleafe the Humour of xht 
People, and ingratiate himfclf with thenar at the 
lame time (acrificing his Father's Honbur to fa- 
tisfy his own Ambition. But that was one of his 
Jean Faults, as we fhaU fee when we come to 
what relates to him. Let us now finilh what we 
Jtave in hand. 

- Sir Richard Emffon and Edmund Dudley Efq; being 
brought before the Lords, and many grievous 
Offences laid to tKeir Charge, as above hinted at, 
Empfov, being the elder of the two, fpoke thus : 

• * I know (Right Honourable) that it is not un- 

* known to you how profitable and neceffary Laws 
^ are for the good Prefervation of Man's Life, 
m without the which neither Houfe, Town, nor 
" City can long continue or fland in Safety ; which 

* Laws here in England, through Negligence of the 
11 Magistrates, were partly decayVI, and partly 
•* tjuite forgotten and worn out of ufe, the Mifchief 

* whereof daily encreafing, Henry VII. a moft 
gr - grave' and prudent Prince, wifh'd to fuppreis ; 
**. and therefore appointed us to fee that fuch Laws 
4t - as wera yet in ufe might continue in their full 
ic Force , and fuch as were out of ufe might again 
* < be revived and reftor'd to their former State ; and 
u that alfo thofe Perfons which tranfgrefs'd the 
u fame might be punifh'd according to their De- 
u merits ; wherein we difcharg'd our Duties in 
u moft faithful, wife, and beft manner we could, 
<c to the great Advantage and Commodity (no 
if doubt) of the whole Commonwealth. Where- 
u fore we moft humbly befeech you, in refpeft of 
*' your- Honours Courtefy, Goodneis, Humanity, 
u and Juftice, not to decree any grievous Sentence 
" againft us, as tho* we were worthy of Punifli* 

! c mentj 
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*■ ment ; but rather to appoint hoirtr with thank* 
* ful Recompence our Pains and Travel may be 
\ € worthily confider'di 

The Lords kne# riot *hat tb objeft itl paint of 
Juftice ; becaufe it did not appear that they were 
really guilty of any other Crime than puniflbing 
Offenders ,by Lawfe, which had not/ as Entpfon 
alledg'd, been lately executed, which indeed was a 
Fault in their Predeceffors, who ought to have ob* 
ierv'd them ; or, if not fit to be obfervM, they 
Ihould have been repeal'd. "However, Malice pre- 
vailed, and finifliM their Ruifl, which Equity could 
not do. And yet the Parliament, a$ har been 
faid, not liking their own Proceedings, left them 
ftill to be try'd at Common Law* 

Accordingly Entpfon was try'd at Coventry, upon 
an Imdi&ment, for that he, when Judge, having in 
that fame City try'd a Felon for robbing a Houfe 
there, and being fully fatisfy'd of the Proof 
brought againft hiih, had imprifon'd the Jury fot 
not finding him guilty, and obliged them to appear 
before the King s Council, where they were fin'd 
eight Pounds a Man. For this alone was Emffin 
condemned, without any Mention of all the other 
imaginary Crimes, of which there was perhaps no 
Proof at all. Being from thence convey'd to the 
Tower of London, and long detain'd there, the Ma* 
lice of his Enemies gave out that he had obtained a 
Pardon, by means of the Queen ; when perhaps this 
Refpite was only in Consideration of his Innocence : 
Howe ver^ at laft, to fatisfy the Rage of thofe who 
thirfted after his Blood, he was beheaded on Tower' 
HiBy with his unfortunate Companion Edmund 
Dudley* 

This laft was arraign'd at the Guild- HaB in ton* 
don, where he was condjemn'd, as Empfon had been 

N At 
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at Coventry, and fo (cut back to the Tovxr till he was 
executed, as has been faid. The greateft Crime 1 
find' proved upon this Man is his great tyealtk* 
which mud be confefs'd to have been a £reat Tes- 
timony of Guilt, under his Circuraftanccs ; for it 
is certain, that too much Riches acquired without 
proportionable Means, is an undeniable Argument 
pf bafe Methods having been us'd in the getting of 
k.' His Rife was too great to be honeft; and 
therefore it is much to be fear'd that his Hands 
were not fo clean as a Judge s ought to be. What 
^Entpfon was worth at the time of his Death does 
not appear, but only that he afcended from a very 
poor Station, and was poffefs'd of immenfe Wealth. 
Dudley is faid to have left tyventy thoufand Pounds 
when he dy*d ; a very great Sum in thofe Days, 
tho' little regarded now, and his Beginning very 
inconsiderable, hisfirft Advancement being to be 
.Under Sheriff of London- 

\ Many of ;the; Jafotmers, and other Inftruments 
made ufe of : bjy thefe Judges,, were alfo try'd and 
ieverely puni&'dj^of whom it is Jieedleis to fpeak 
in this Place; ; and perhaps wh^t has been already 
Jaid may by^iojne be thooght top much, as if not 
pertinent tothe Sgbjeft ; tyetcan I not allow this "to 
pe any Digreffion. Thefc Men wece the Inftruments 
made ufe of to bring Money* into the King's Trea- 
sury; and the Method by them-taken beiug alto- 
gether unufua}, v and as fuch fo t feverely^puiiifli'd, 
the explaining of every Particular relating to it 
has been abfolutely neceflary,; to (how what lias 
t>een done in ail Ages, and how every King has 
enlarg'd his Revenue. 

To conclude with this l£ing: He left a richer 
Treafury at his 'Death than ever any King of >Engr 
land had done before him ; and we _ may add, 
than afcer him; for it is certain he was a 
greedy Hoarder of Money, tho* he had all other 

good 



T A a e s vhdtr aU bekotninations. 179 

good Qualities chat could render a Prince com- 
dinendable. All that Treafure he had heap'd re- 
jnain'd to be fquatuier'd by a profufe Son, as too 
frequently happens* Of him we are to fpeak in the 
j&mz Place- 

K. HENRY VIII. 

S'Uec«dcd hte Father, and was the very reverfe 
pf him- . The Father by all Hiftorians was 
4t]ow'd to have poflefs'd ail Princely Virtues, and 
btemHhM with no, other Fault but too much Love 
pf Mpney ; which perhaps might be a falfe Impu- 
* atioa, and what thofe Authors call CovetOufnefs, 
«o more than a provident Frugality to lay up 
Tttafuije whiift he enjo/d Peace and Plenty, to 
*nfwer the unforeseen Emergencies which very often 
involve a State in imtnenfe Expences; and when no 
Provrfipn is made beforehand, they at firft fall very 
htWy upon the Subjects. But be that as it will* 
notHing can be charged upon him but that one 
Crime* On the other hand, the Son was a Col- 
Jc&ion Of all Vices ; and, inftead of his Father's 
Frugality and Covctoufnefs, was a perfect Jieliah 
gabaka in Prodigality. The Treafures left him by 
his Father, and thofe beftow'd on him by his Sub- 
je&s, far exceeded' all that ever the Kings of 
£ngteud bad before him ; and I know not whether 
they may not be faid to have eoual'd whatfoever 
any one has had face ; and yet it s known that the 
Sums fince given have been immenfe, as will appear 
in the Sequel. 

What federal Putiies were granted to K*HmryVUi* 
by w*y of Taxes upon the Subje&s in general, are 
fum'd up as follows, in the Cottou MS. fol p. quo- 
ted in every Reign. 

N4 
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His Succcffor (Henry VIVs) reaping the Fruits 
of his Father's Labour, gave Eafc of Burthen to 
his Subje&s his firft two Years; taking, within the 
Compafs of his other thirty-four, three Tenths 
of the Commons, four Fifteenths, fix Subfidics, 
whereof that in Anno 4 amounted to 160000 /. 
and that in Anno 7 to n 0000/. Tonnage he 
had, and Poundage once for a Year; and after for 
Term of Life. Of the Clergy, four Tenths by one 
Grant, and three by feveral, every of them not 
lefs than 25084 /. Of Subsidies, he had one of the 
Province of Canterbury, another of both ; the fti- 
pen diary Minifters thereto tax'd according to the 
Rates of their Wages. In Anno n, they granted 
a Moiety of all their Goods and Lands, payable 
by equal Portion in five Years, every Part arifing 
to 95000 /. And not long after he had added 
150000 /. to the yearly Revenues of his Crown, by 
an inhuman Spoil of facred Monuments, and im- 
pious Ruin of holy Churches, if God's Bleffing 
could have accompanied fo foul an A&. And as 
thefe former Colfe&ions he grounded upon Law, 
•fo did he "many upon Prerogative,* as Benevo- 
lences and Loans from the Clergy and Commons. 
Of the firft there are two remarkable, that in Anno 
17, afted by Commiffioners, who, as themfelves 
were fworn to Secrecy, fo were they to fwear all 
thofe with whom they conferr'd or contra&ed, the 
Rates direded by Inftrudions, as the Thirds of 
all Goods, Offices, Land above 10/. and the 
Fourth under. And altho' the Recufants, whether 
from Difobedience or Difability, are threaten 'd 
with Convention before the Council, Imprisonment, 
6v Confifcation of Goods, yet in the Defign Ori- 
ginal under the Kings Hand, it hath fo fair a 
Name as an Amiable Graunte. The other, about 
Anno 36, exa&eth of all Goods, Offices, Lands, 

from 
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from 40 /. to 20 /. 8 d- in the Pound ; and of all 
above, 12 d* And amongft the many Loans, there 
is none more notorious than that of Anno 14, which 
was 10 U in th§ Hundred of all Goods, Jewels, 
Utenfils, and Land, from 20 /. to 300; and 20 
Marks of all above, as far as the Subjeds Fortune, 
reveal U by the Extremity of his own Oath, would 
extend. And to flop as well Intentions, if any 
bad, as Expe&ations of Repayment of any Loans, 
the Parliament in Anno 21 acquitteth the King of 
all his Privy Seals or Letters mifiivc. 

The other Cmon MS> fol. 80, gives a very fliort 
Account, yet has fome Particulars wanting in the 
former ; and therefore is here entire thus : 

Henry VIII. levying an Army to invade France, 
and affift the Duke of Bourkn, demandeth of his 
People a Contribution, which he calleth an annual 
Grant j which, tho' with fome Diftraftion and Dif- 
tafle, was yet coile&ed in his fourteenth Year. * A 
Benevolence was paid in the one and twentieth in- 
to the Exchequer, where Priors, and Clergymen of 
like Ability, are rated at forty Pounds ; Knights, 
at forty Marks ; Efquires, at ten Pounds ; and Per- 
fons of inferior Quality, at five Marks, f He gather'd 
in the thirty-feventh and thirty-eighth of his Reign, 
for urgent Occasions touching his Perfon and State, 
•(for fuch are the Words of the Inftrudions) two fe- 
veral Grants of Free Gifts from his Subjefts ; the 
laft, being ftil'd Devotion Money, was moil collec- 
ted in 1 Edward VI. Compot. Edward Peccham Militis. 

Having done with the Cotton MSS. as to this. 
Reign, we will next give a very curious MS. never 
printed, that I know of, but communicated by a 
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worthy Friend, which will les us into fomethingf 
more of the immenfe Value of religious Houfcs 
feiz'd upon by King Henry VIII* than any other 
Author does ; and tho* fome Part gf the fame may 
fccm too religious for this Place, it would be un- 
reasonable to difmember it, which might give do* 
cafion to fufpeft it had not been fairly deliver*^ as 
here it is, Anthony Wwd> in his Athena Oxmumfis* 
gives the following Account of Mr. XMa^ the 
the Author of this MS- 

tLphraim UdaJ, fays A. #W, was enter'd a Stu* 
dent in the Publick Library at Oxford in Julf 
1630. He was a Man of eminent Piety, exemplary 
Conversation, profound Learning, and indefatigable 
Induftry : Befidcs, he Was efteem'd a Man a&ble, 
courteous, and peaceable; being then a Pmhyt** 
iian ; but afterwards, feeing their wicked Pradke* 
againft the King, came over to the Church of 
England) for which he and his Family were eves 
after perfecuted by thofe People- See the reft m 
A- Wood. We now proceed to his MS. 

j$ brief Sumey of the Qe?g$ Land^ ty the 
Rwerend Mr. Ephr aim UdaL 

The ancient Lands and Revenues of the Church* 
of England Were exceeding great, and if they 
fhould be eflimated according to the improv a 
Rents of Land at this Day, they may well feenv 
incredible. Now becaufe of the great Enquiry 
made into them at this preienr, here fliatt follow a- 
brief Catalogue of fome Churched, Collages, and. 
Jiofpitals, with other fu<jh like Houfes, as former- 
ly belong'd to the Clergy, with a general Valuation 
pf their R^nts^rpBcs, an4 Revenues. 

' Before 
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Bfefofe the twd famous Universities of thi* 
Kingdom* or of any other Kingdom in Europe; 
were fomifh'd with any Number of Colleges, Li- 
braries, Schools, Statutes, or Or<fe*s, for Educa* 
tion of learned Men hi that manner, as they bav* 
been within a few hundred Years paft, the Piety 
and Practice of our Forefathers was to buitd 
many College*, Houfes of Region, Hofpitals> 
and fuch like Societies, in fever-al Parts of th4 
Kingdom, which dottbtlefs they did out of a pious 
Intent to advance Religion, Learning, Hofpitalicy; 
and Charity, and the Glory of God, to their beft 
Underftanding. So divers learned Divines, great 
Adversaries to Pbpery, Superftirion, and Idolatry; 
do cenfure and judge of their A&ions in this kind, 
as Mr. Perkins in the Demonftration of his Problem, 
fag. 5pj, faith, That the Colleges and Manafteries 
of Antiquity were Houfes and Societies of better 
Ufe and Purpofe than commonly they are taken ti 
be; for they were Schools of Learning, Comma* 
nitks, Colleges, and Teachers, and Learners, in 
thofe Days when there were no Urtiverfiries* or 
very meanly furnifh'dj nor Schools of Learning 
but in general ; thofe being the principal Places fof 
all learned Men and chief Divines, and not only 
for Prayers and private Devotion. 

So Hyperius, a learned Divine, affirmeth the 
feme in his Commentary on the Mebrms, cgp. 7. 
p. 30 j. Quo primum tempore inftitu&autur Moxafleria, 
nihil ahud erant quant dfuidam knorum & fiudiojorum 
Corrvemusy & Schola fuadam, *bi> &<;. When Monaf? 
teriei were firft built and founded, they were no- 
thing elfe but Convents of honeft Men and Stu- 
dents, and Schools of Learning, where the Elder 
did teach the Younger in the Knowledge of divine 
Matters, where* tfiey did write Books before the 
Art of Printing was invented, and cxereife Difpu* 
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tations, and did very carefully inftrud their Jgfe* 
priors, that from among them there might be fit 
and able Men chofen for the Government of the 
Church, to be Bifliops and Miniftcrs, to teach the 
People, So St. Auguftin and others do teftify alfo |n 
their Times. So in Germany, out of the MonaAery 
of FulMy Hertjieldy and the like, Pallors and Prea? 
(hers were chofen for the Inflru&ion and Govern*? 
ment pf th? People. 

And further, our Forefathers did build a goodly 
College at B^me y richly endow'd with Lands in 
Italy y and alfo fupply'd yearly from England with 
a liberal Penfion, which College was intended for 
the better and moft principal H>rt of Scholars, to 
furnifh the Kingdom, being firft began by an an- 
cient King, jb<t, and alfo enlarged by others fuccce- 
ding, for Maintenance whereof they granted the 
Peter Pence yearly to be paid put pf evp ry Hide of 
Land, for the Maintenance of the faid College ; 
neither was it any Rent, Penfion, or Tribute, to 
acknowledge the Pope's Supremacy. For in thofe 
Days, before Uaiverfities in thefe Weftern Parts 
were founded, Learning and all Arcs being fup? 
prefs'd by the Invafion of the Northern Nations, 
who overthrew the Roman Empire, and fet up 
many Kingdoms,, and planted their own barbarous 
Laws and Cuftqms, under which we fuffer at this 
Day, Rome was then the principal Place where 
any excellent Learning cpuld be gained, efpecially 
in Divinity, before the Pope came to that Height 
and Greatnefs whefeunto he was afterwards rais'd 
by Degrees. That Englifi College cpntinues to this 
Day, being converted to a Seminary for Englifi 
Students; and the Revenue in Lands was fo great, 
tho? the Peter Pence were loft, that Pope Sxtm y. 
in Queen Elizabeth's Time, took away one Half of 
the Lands* But feeing the- {Lent pf Peter Pence is 
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tafcn off every Man's Lands, which was a great 
Charge, it might well content the Subje&s, efpc- 
cially having befides fo many Church Lands divi- 
ded among them. 

But to let pafs this foreign College at Rome, the 
Colleges and religious Houfes at home did afford 
many lingular Men for the Government of the 
Commonwealth, , as well as of the Church ; for out 
of them came mod of the Judges and Lawyers in 
ancient Times, before the Canon Law became a 
Science ; as Bfttton Bifbop of Hereford, Martin de 
Pattesfatll, William de Rajeghe, Robert de Lexmton, 
Henry de Stanton, and many others, as Lord Coke 
Ihows; as alfo the honourable Officers of the 
Realm, as Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, Lord 
Privy Seal, Matter of the Rolls, &c- befides many 
lingular Men learned in all kinds, as appears by 
their Works, and the Catalogue of them in Bale. 

But King Henry VIII. upon his Breach with the 
Pope, finding the Clergy not to favour his Divorce, 
in Oppofition to the Pope, began to enquire into 
the State of religious Houfes; and finding them to 
be corrupted in great Part, at leaftwife it was fo 
pretended, he caus'd all their Faults to be ript up, 
efpccially thofe of Uncleannefs, whereof being ac- 
<us'd they loft all their Lands and Eftates front 
themfelves and their Heirs for ever ; yet if now or 
then the Laity were to lofe their Eftates for fuch 
Offences, many great Families would be undone. 
Jf any fuch Offences were then among the Clergy, 
they might have been corre&ed without deft roying 
them. 

Yet whatfoever their Faults v e re, the Revenues, 
Lands, and Profits, might have been employ 'd in 
great part to the public k Benefit of the Kingdom, 
Advancement of Learning, Piety, Charity, and 
Hofpitality, with many other good Works in feve- 

rai 



iftf r An Itifivrkal Account <rf 

ral kinds, as Reparations oif Bridges, Highways, 
Hofpitals, and many fueh like publtck Neceffities, 
particularly defigf/d and exprefly inferted in the 
Aft 27 Hen. VIII. arid not, as they were, in enrich- 
ing and raiting particular Men. For thofe Socie- 
ties were things of excellent Ufe, tho* afterward* 
abus'd, as Sir Richard Maker fays truly in his late 
Hiftory ? and they fliould have been beftowM ra- 
ther for the Advancement of the Church, to a 
better Maintenance of the labouring and deferring 
Miniftry, to the foftering of good Arts, Relief of 
the Poor, and other fuch good Ufes, as Mr. Setdcn 
in his Review, Chap- % 10. 

But to make a brief Survey of their Numbers, 
Rents, and Profits, here (hall follow a general Ca- 
talogue, the Particulars being more fully recited 
by Cambden, Speed, and many other Historians, and 
Records remaining in the Exchequer. 

Anno 1 53d ', when King Henry VIII. firft^ 
attempted the DifTolution of them, he be-£ 
gan firft with the lefler Monafteries, under> 57* 
100 /. Value of old Rents, which were inV 
Number J 

31 Henry VIII. Not long after he dif-> 
folv'd the great Abbies, which were in> tfojr 

Number > 

Alfo four-fcore and ten Colleges in feve- 
ral Shires and principal Cities of the King-i 
dom, befides thofe in the Univerfities,> $0 
which could not in reafon be accounted po-' 
pilh and fuperftitious. 

Then Hofpitals for Relief of the Poor oft 
all Sorts, maim'd Soldiers and decays 
People, Orphans and Widows, whereof I 
moft were built by the Bifhops and Clergy, r 
and no Reafon these was to account them - 

fuperftitious. J ' 

Laflh, 
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Laftfy, Chantries and Free Chapels, two 
thoufand three hundred and Seventy fourj 
whereof feme worth 500 or doo 7. yeariy,>iJ74 
which then were of fmall Value, as Rents^ 

were then accounted. 

The lifee was done ft* helmd, where there wa$ 
atv infinite Number of religious Boufes and Hof- 
£*eals* The like aifo in Scotland, where they pre- 
tended, at the Diflbkmon of religious Houfes, tor 
give ail tt> the Crown, by the ink AH rf Amitxar 
fiofty as King James caHeeh it, lib. i.Baf* Dwmi 
bet they presently convey'd them all from the 
Crown to themfelves, m the Infancy of King 
James ; fo that the Cfown is hnvovcrifh'd in both 
thofe KingrfwiiS and deftitute of Revenue; wfirrir 
cannot bat fee** very ftrange and wonderful, feeing 
their Pretence was to augment the Revenue of the 
King. But of chefe two Kingdoms little (b*H be 
laid now; yet it were fit to make a particular 
Survey and Enquiry, that the full Truth may ap- 
pear, how great a Deflation and Spoil has beet* 
made of the peblick Revenues both of King and 
Church, to enrich private Men, and to raife them 
up to new Honours, Dignities, and Eflrates, more 
than can be allow'd them by any Reafon of State 
*r Equity of Law. 

AH thefe religious Houfes, Churches, Colleges, 
and Hofpitals, in England, being about three thou- 
fand and five hundred, little and great in the 
whole, had very great Revenues ; and if their 
Rents flvould be valu'd and accounted as private 
Mens Lands are rated, efpecially in thefe Time?, 
tftey would arife to feme Millions Sterling beyond 
£B Imagination. 

Further, after the Monafteries were faVd on, 
die great E#ate of the Knights Hofpitallcrs was 

alfo 
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alfo confiscated. The Prior of St. John's was ac- 
counted the firft temporal Baron of the Kingdom, 
and they had anciently nineteen thoufand Manors in 
Chriftendorn, whereof a great Part was in Eng- 
land : And they had alfo the great Eftate of the 
Knights "templars conferred on them, which was nine 
thoufand Manors, as Cambden relates in his Bri- 
tannia, fag. 433. All thefe, together with their 
perfonal Eftatcs, in Plate, Money, Goods, Stocks 
of Cattle, Furniture of . Houfes and Churches, 
which did amount to more than the Riches and 
Spoil of the Temple and Jerufylem, when they 
were robb'd and plunder'd by Nebuchadnezzar, who 
yet did not convert the holy Veffels of the Temple 
to his private Ufe, but put them into the Houfe of 
his Gods at Babylon, from whence they were re* 
ftor'd again to the Temple by Cyrm, as Ezra i. q. 
and Daniel* 

Ail thefe Houfes, Colleges, and Churches, were 
furvey'd, valu'd, . and tax'd by Commiffioner; from 
the King ; but yet rated at very low Prices, even 
in thofe Times, at Robin Hoofs Pennyworths, as 
Speed Ihoweth in his Hiftory, 21 Hen. 8. 

The true Value of all their Rents and Revenues 
cannot eafily be accounted ; becaufe the Commif- 
fioners . did far undervalue them, hoping to get 
many for themfelves, as they did ; and becaufe a 
great part of their Profits came to them in Provi- 
sion ot Vi&uals, Corn, Cattle of all forts, Wood- 
Sales, Fines, and many Services, with other Per- 
quifites, which cannot eafily be accounted ; but if 
a View of fome Particulars be look'd on, the 
Total will appear the better. 

1. As firft, the great Abbey of St* Albans, in ffart~ 
ford/hire, if the old Lands were united together, is, 
worth at this Day, in all Rents, Profits, and Re- 
venues, about two hundred thoufand Pounds 

yearly, 
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yearly, according to the improved Rents at this 
Day ; out of which one Half, or a great Parr, 
•might have been added to the Crown for Augmen- 
tation of Revenue, and the reft employed to pious 
and charitable Ufes in the Commonwealth; and 
inftead of fome fixty Monks, there might have 
been an hundred Preachers richly provided to 
preach to the Inhabitants and Country round 
about; betides an Hofpital of a thoufand poor 
People of all forts, and fix good Schoolmasters, 
for Education of Gentlemens Children, and the 
'Children of many good Men, in Religion, Lear- 
ning, Mufick, Writing, and all other good Quali- 
ties, to the infinite Benefit of their Parents and 
the whole Kingdom. Whereas, for divers Years 
-paft> that Town having four Churches, there is 
no conftant Preacher in any of them, nor any one 
Schoolraafter ; but fluffing and changing Miniflers 
daily, and the Schoolmaflers gone, having very 
poor Stipends. 

z. The Abbey of Glaflonbury, in SomerfetJhir£, is 
worch at this prefent, in Rents, Profits, and Re- 
venues, all the old Lands being reckoned together, 
much above three hundred thoufand Pounds yearly. 
it was the moft ancient Church and College in this 
Kingdom, or thefe Weftern Parts of Evrcpe r and 
once recommended by the Parliament to King 
tfewry VIII- to have been fpar'd in the general 
Peftru&ion and Defolation, as having been famous 
in the old Times of the ancient Britons, and for 
the firft coming thither of Jofeph of Arimathea and 
his Affiftants for Converiion of the Inhabitants; 
as alfo for the Burial of King Arthur, and many 
.ot tar eminent Men and Princes, before the Saxons 
came to be Owners thereof, 

}. St* Auguftiris Abbey, ne ar Canterbury, the firft 
Chriftian Church and College, founded by the firft 

Chriftian 
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Chriftfan King of the old Engfifi Saxms* Etiettert, 
who befto w'd it upon Anguftht, whom Gregory the 
-Great lent with forty Preachers for the Conversion 
of his Kingdom, which by God's Bteffing on their 
Endeavours they e0e&ed, and from hence propa- 
-gated Religion to London, and other principal Ci- 
ties and Places: So that &• Augrftine's was, as the 
FirftnF raits of the La»d» p*efemed unto God, and 
might hstvc been therefore fev'd from the Deluge. 
It is worth at this pcefent two hundred thoufend 
Jtouods yearly in Refits. and aU Profits. 

+ St. Edmund's- Bury > in Suffolk, founded by King 
<Ummui 9 is worth at this prefent two hundred 
thousand Pounds yearly. 

5. Ramfey the Rich, in HunttngdwtjhJre y worth in 
old Rents feven thoufand Pounds yearly , ajs 
Hambten ihows ; and yqt Wtffey took two thoufafld 
founds Lands from it for bis two Colleges* hefideS 
other things. It is worth now three hundred 
thoufand Pounds yearly. 

6. Croxuland Abbey* id Litutinjbtre, is worth above 
-one hundred tbou&nd Pounds yearly, as appeals 
by the Charters and Donations of Lands merv- 
tion'd in hgulpbm* the Ahbat heoe ; beftdes 
Additions finee his Time. 

7. The Abbey of Leicefter is worth an hundred 
thoufand Bounds yearly. Bcfides, here was a Coir 
legiate Church, a magnificent Work, fays CawtkdcK y 
the chiefeft Ornament of that Town, founded by 
Jfemy the firft Duke of Laaca/ier., confiding of a 
Dean and twelve Prebendaries, befides other Mir 
.nifters, who might have been, continued for 
Preachers to that 'Town and Country, without 
any Sufpicion of Papery > Superfiition, or Idofatrp. 

8. 9. The Abbies of Abingdon and Reading, .both 
in Bnrhfhire, are worth above three hundred thou- 
iand Pounds yearly. 

J9i 
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io» The Abbey of J&uejbam, in WwceJUrfim 9 is 
worth one hundred tthoufand founds yearly. 

u» The Abbey oflewksbury, in Gkcefterjhire, i$ 
worth about one hundred thoufand Pounds yearly. 

*a. There were in Shrewsbury, befides the 
great Abbey, two Collegiate Churches ; the one 
St. Chad's, with eleven Prebends ; and the other 
St. Ahry\ witii nine Prebends ; as Camiden relates, 
worth many Thousands yearly, out of which might 
jiave been maintained forty Preachers for that 
Town and Country, befides an Hofpital of five 
hundred poor People of all Sprts ; and the 'School, 
confifting of four Scboolmaitetq, maintained well, 
without robbing and fpoiling the Pariooage of 
Chvburg, as now it happens- 

It vis endlefs to reckon up all the Colleges, 
Churches, Houfes, and Hofpitals, in feveral 
Shires of the Kingdom. There are divers Cata- 
logues x>f them publifh'd in 'Print, whereby it ap- 
pears what great Revenue might have been added 
to the Crowned yet all the good Works of Piety 
and Charity ftill maintained, the Gofpelpowerfully 
adivane'd, and the Church of Christ (et upright, 
and all his Jioly Ordinances in foil Force ; that 
wejnight have had a Kingdom full of Preachers, 
far ^beyond any Kingdom in the World,- and all 
theJe maintained without the Charge of the Inha- 
bitants and Tradefmen, who now, in the beft Cities 
and Towns, are put to hard Shifts and* .Contribu- 
tions to maintain a Le&urer by Stipends in poor 
manaer £br 7 the moft part* 

If the Rents, Profits, and Revenues, of all the 
lands fhoukhbe accounted according to the true 
Valuations of thefe Times, it would be found to 
amount to fo many Millions Sterling as is incre- 
dible to <moft Men ; yet no wife Man ought to 
marvel at it, more than that a Quarter of Wheat 

is 
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is now ibid for thirty or forty Shillings, which was 
anticntly at twelve Pence the Quarter, which aj*» 
pears by the Statutes and Records, as is in the 
A (life of Bread 51 Hen. 3. 

Now, befides the Abbies and Monafteries of li- 
teral Sorts, Colleges, Hofpitals, and Chapels; as 
has been fhow'd in fome few Particulars, whereby 
the reft may be eftimated, the old BiQiopricks Were 
anciently endow'd with very great Revenues by 
the Kings of England, moft part whereof are al- 
ready taken away, there being very few Bifhop- 
ricks that have any confiderable Lands, but only 
Impropriations, fince the Statute made 1 Eliz. 
whereby the Queen was enabled to take away the 
goodly Lands from the Bifliops, and give Impro- 
priations for them, which Statute is not publifb'd. But 
this Exchange was very miferable, like the Change 
of Glaucus with Dicrnedes, who gave his golden 
Armour for the other's brazen Armour ; or like as 
Reheboam did, who, inftead of golden Shields that 
his Father Solomon had provided in the Temple, 
put in their Places Shields of Brafs, as the learned 
Dr. Ridley (hows the Mifchief of this Aft, in his 
View of the Civil Law, Cap. 5. SeB. a, 3* 

The old Bifhopricks, before the Lands were 
taken away, were worth twenty hundred thoufand 
Pounds yearly, reckoning every Bifboprick at one 
hundred thoufand Pounds yearly, according to 
our improv'd Rents ,• but now no fuch matter, nor 
then rieither to the Bifliops themfclvcs, who accep- 
ted fuch fmall Rents, that the Tenants, the Poor, 
and the whole Kingdom, enjoy *d all the reft that 
was above, necefl'ary Expence and the Performance 
<of fome good Works. There remains now in Lands 
to the Bifliopricks no fuch Abundance as fome Men 
imagine, which will appear fully by looking into 

fome 
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fortie Statutes, where the Lands and goodly Manors 
aire reckoned that are taken away* 

Firft, the Archbiflioprick of Tork was regulated, 
from which were taken away, at one Ittftant, no 
left than feventy Manors, ifiention'd particularly in 
a Statute 3 7 Hen. 8. chap. 1 6, vrt. kippon, Sharrtnu, 
Stanley, x Ripponholmei Collefiaktjbit, Pennicireft,' Caftfe- 
Dike, White-.CUffe, Thorpe y Monkion, Thornioft, Wef- 
t ex dale, &c. in feveral Shires ; befides, fays the Sta- 
tute, divers other Manors , Lands ,* Tenements, 
Advowfons, Patronages, Gifts, and Nominations 
of Hofpitals, Prebends, Churches, Chantries 1 , 
Frcte-Chappels, afid divert Royalties, Jurifdi&ionsj 
&c. - 

One may well dbuBt whfcthet there fee any Lands 
now left to the Archbiflioprick, fo many being; 
gone already at the Regulation of it; and yet 'it is 
accounted to be three thousand Pounds yearly in aU Rents 
and Profits. 

The feventy Mah6fs,rakfen frotti the Archbi- 
{hop of Tork, by the Statute 37 Hen- 8. as men- 
<c tion'd irt the faid Statute, are, Rippon, Sharow^ 
Stanley, Ripponhotme, Cokjfakejhil, Pdnicrofte, Caftle- 
dike, Whitecliffe, Thorpe, Monheton, Thornton* 
Netherdale, ' Bifhopjide, Shorbome, Milford, Bijhop* 
plaches, Patrington, Tharethorp, Fifmake, Halgarth s 
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" Gloughton, H^etwang, Wilton, Wilton, Epi, Topcliff, 

" Thirsk, Afcenby, Grifchwdit, Difford, Kenton, New- 
u 

€1 



by, Skipton, Catton, Northby, Whaplow, Maske f 
Upleiheme, Alton, Dalton, Craghal, Cercheton, Hex- 
u am, Eringt&n, JValle, Atome, Halidon, Ktpwikej 
" Grovertge, Kenelegh, Efelawont, Caddcn, Ninibinros, 
ki WefcaUand, Newland, Stroby, Raveneskeld, Lanome, 
' c Askham, Sutton, Northfoke, Churchdowne, Huehl* 
u kote, Norton, Sftufdwgton, W/idcorhbe, Ctorney, Comp- 
" ton, Odm&ion, and Glocejieri with all and lingular 
'J their Appurtenances, in the feveral Counties of 

o r »** 
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€€ Tork, Northumberland, Glocefier, and in the Coun- 
" ty and City of Glocefier, and divers other Ma- 
" nors, Lands, Tenements, Advowfons, Patro- 
* nages, Gifts, and Nominations of Hofpitals, 
" Prebends, Churches, Chantries, Free-Chapels, 
u and other fpiritual Promotions, &c. 

u Note, That Wilton is nam'd twice together 
<c in the Statute, as it appears above* 

2. The like was done to Canterbury, by the fame 
Statute, when that was regulated, by divers Deeds 
and Conveyances, as is there fpoken of, and Refe- 
rence made to them, as the Manors of Cbarmiet, 
Laybourne, Maighfield, &c It is now accounted 
about four thoufand Pounds yearly* 

€€ The Manors, &c* taken from the Archbifliop 
€€ of Canterbury, by the feme Statute, are as fol- 
" lows • The Manors of Charing and Layborne, the 
" Caftle of Layborne, View of Frankplege at Colehill, 
" to bip holden of Tenants and Refiants within the 
" faid Manor of Charing ; and the Advowfons and 
" Patronages of the Rectories and Churches of 
" Charing, Layborne, and Ridley, in the County of 
cc Kent. And the Manors of Maighfield, otherwife 
iC call'd Maughfield, the Parks of Maughfield and 
*' Frankham, the Rectories of Maughfield and Wade- 
" hurft, the Advowfons and Patronages of the Vi- 
<c carage of Maighfield and Wadehurft> intheCoun- 
cc ty of Sujfex * and the Manors of Harrow, Wood- 
" hall, Heefe, Hegefion, Sudbury, the Park calTd 
" Pinner Par\ the AdvOwfon and Patronage of the 
iC Parfonage and Vicarage of the Parfonage and 
<c Re&ory of the Church of Tryng, in the County 
<c of Hertford; the Advowfon and Patronage of 
" the Parfonage and Church c 6f Halton, in the 

County of Buckingham, with! all their Rights, 

Members, Liberties, &c* 

3. So 
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g . So £ rpm London, in the fame Statute, . in th$ 
Time of Bilhop B<mmr % as Chelmesford and Cyondon 
in £/fex (W the Park of Crondonj ,• and afterwards, 
in the Time of Edward VI. many m&re, as is pub- 
Iiih'd, when Ridley was enforced to yield up^ by his 
t)eed dated the 1 2th of January, 4 Edw. VL the 
Manors of Brahketry and Southminftery and the Pa- 
tronage of the Church of Cogfhal in EJJex ; the 
Manors of Stepney and Hackney in Middle/ex ; and 
the Marfh of Stepney* with all and Angular Mef- 
fiiages; Lands, and Tenements to the faid Manors 
belonging; and alfo jhe Advowfon of the Vicarage 
of the Parifh Church of Cogfhal in Ejfex aforefaid ; 
which Grant was confirmed by the Dean and Chap* 
ter of St. Paul*s, Stepneyi and Hackney, as only be- 
longing to them. The faid King Edward, by hi$ 
Letters Patents, dated the idth of April, in the 
fourth Year of his Reign, granted to Sir Thomas 
JVemworth Lord Chamberlain of the King's Houf- 
hold, for and in Consideration of his good and 
faithful Service before done, a Part of the late re- 
ceiv'd Gift, viz. the Lordfhips of Hackney and 
Stepney* with all the Members and Appurtenances 
thereunto belonging in Stepney, Hackney, Shoreditch % 
HolyweO'/lreet, Whitechapel, Stratford at Bow, Poplar, 
-North-ftreet, Limefrmfe,* fiatcliff, Cltre-ftreet, Brook* 
fireet, Mile-end, Bleton, Hall-Green, Old-Ford, Weft- 
Heath, Kingftand, StakelweB, Newington-ftreet alias 
Hackney-ftreet, Clopton, Church- fireet, Well- fireet, Han- 
cunter, Green- ftreet, Gunfter-ftreet alias Moor-ftreet, to- 
gether with the Marfli of Stepney, &c. The Rents 
of Houfes in thefe Streets do arife to an infinite 
Sum in thefe Times* 

And yet afterwards, in the Tittle of Queen £//- 
fcofaA, they regulated this Bifhoprick further* ta- 
king away divers Mancfrsj fo that whether any 
Manors ccmlidetable be now left remaining is doubt" 
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ful. The Rents are not above uoo /. yearly, be-^ 
fides fome Perquifites- 

4. From Lincoln all the goodly Lands, Caftles, 
and Manors, were taken away, upon the Yielding 
and Refignation of Holbeach, made Bifliop for that 
Purpofe, 1 Edw. VI. The old Rents were under 
two thoufand Pounds yearly ,• but now they are 
above one hundred thoufand to the prefent Owners. 
There is no Land left to the Biflioprick, but only 
fome four hundred Pounds yearly, Buckden in Hun- 
tingdonjhire ; the reft is in Impropriations, about 
nine hundred. • 

5. From Norwich King Henry VIII. took all the 
goodly Lands and Manors of great Value from 
Bifhop Nix, who was old, weak, and blind ; cas- 
ting him into a Premunire upon a Pretence. Yet 
after, he gave fome Lands of the Abbey of St. 
Bennett ai Regni, to fupport the Biflioprick from 
Ruin. 

6. From Ely were taken all the goodly Lands and 
Manors in the Time of Queen Elizabeth, who 
gave fome Impropriations in Recompence for them. 
If thefe Lands had been apply'd to Augmentation 
of the Crown, which was the Pretence, or any 
other publick good Ufe, it had been more ex- 
cufable ; but they are long fince feiz'd on by private 
Men and Courtiers, regarding their own Benefit, 
and no publick Good of the Church or State. 

mjl, a Bifliop of Ely, in King Henry VIlVs 
Time, had eleven Ovens fill'd with Bread every 
Day for the Poor ; and when he traveled, or re- 
mov'd to any Place, he gave great Alms to every 
poor Body, that would come to receive, upon the 
toiling of a Bell, 2 s» 2 d. to each one, which is as 
much as ioj. in thefe Days,- be fides many other 
good Works of Charity and Hofpitality. There 
are no fuch Works of Charity perform^ fince that 

Day 
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Pay -by any Man that enjoys any Part of the Bi- 
fhops Lands. 

If the Works of Wickham> Bifhop of Winchefier, 
(houl.d be* mentioned, they would fill a Volume : 
He built many Churches, Chapels, Hofpitals, and 
other religious Houfes ; he mended all the High- 
ways from Winchefier to London, on both Sid^s the 
River. But above all other Works, he built and 
endowed two excellent Colleges, the one calfd 
New-College in Oxon. the other at Winchefler, with 
a Grammar School; two excellent Nurferies of 
Learning and excellent Men in alj Faculties, to the 
infinite Benefit of the Church and Commonwealth. 
Cambden fays truly of him, that he was the greateft 
Father and Patron of good Literature that ever this 
Kingdom afforded. 

AH the reft of the Bifliops, in their feveral Places 
and Times, were lingular Benefa&ors to Learning, 
in building Colleges and furnifliing Libraries ; and 
which is not to be forgotten, they founded all the 
Colleges in both the Univerfkies, excepting very 
few, which yet were built by their Perfwafion or 
Procurement, which redounds to their everlafting 
)Honour and eternal Praife, thofe Societies being 
the moft excellent Nurferies of Learning and Re- 
ligion in the whole World. Never did Ifrael enjoy 
the like, nor any Chriftian Kingdom can (how the 
like ; tho' now all is deny'd, diflembled, and blaf- 
ted, and moft ignorantly and impudently they are 
branded to have been the Authors of all Mifchief 
in the Commonwealth. 

In like manner, as is related, all the reft of the 
Bifliops have been regulated, as^the Phrafe is now, 
having loft all their goodly Houfes in and near 
London, as alfo in the Country, with their rich 
Manors and Lands } fo that now there remains 

O 1 no 
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no fiich Booty to be found as foxhe Men fxpeS anjj 
gape after. 

The poor Bifeoprick of Landajf in Wales, as 
Goodwin fays, who was Bifhop there, and few the 
ancient Records of that Church, if it were pblfefs'cj 
pf the tenth Part of the Lands that were given to 
it above one thpufand two hundred Years ago by 
the Britijb Kings, it might be reckoned among the 
jrichefl Churches in the Kingdom* 

And as the Bifliopricks anciently were thus very 
rich and great, fo were the old Rents of the 
Crown ; for the King had in every County of Eng- 
land fifty or fixty Manors, Lordfliips, Farms, be- 
sides many other Rents in Cities and Towns, and 
befides alfo Caftles, Forefts, Parks, and Warrens* 
with many other Perquifites, as appears fully by 
the principal Record of the Kingdom, Domefday 
Jlook ; but npw the greateft Part of them is gdfle 
jand made away, tp the great Lpfs and Hindrance 
of the King and whole Kingdom ; for if the King 
had his old Lands, he needed not to ask a Sub- 
fidy of his People, unlefs in great Neceffity, or 
fome foreign Invafipn, as that of eighty-eight, or 
^the like ; for the old Crown Lands are worth year- 
ly much above a Million Sterling, if moderately 
improved. 

So alfo the Lands of the greater Nobility of the 
Kingdom were very great ; for tho* the Lords an4 
Barons were very piany for Number, when William 
fhe Conqueror firft created Military and Honorary 
Tenures, as Mr. Seldtn Ihows in his Titles of 
Honour, 2 part y c. 7. and Cambden in his Britannia, 
f- 199* making nft lefs than many thoufand Barons 
throughout the Kingdom \ yet the principal and 
greateft of them^ who only were call'd to the 
great Aflemblies and Councils of the KingdoA, 
were fuch as had great Eftates j for every Earl was 
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to have four hundred Pounds of old Rents, which 
was a great Efiate ; and as for the Barons who had 
not thirteen Knights Fees, they were not call'd to 
the pubJick Aflemblics of the Kingdom. And as 
Sir Richard Baker fays truly in his Hiftory, in 
Edward II. the Title of Baron, whicH before had 
been promifcuous to Men of Efiate, was firft con- 
fin'd to fuch only as by the King were calTd to 
have Voice in Parliament. 

The Bifhops, having great Eftates and Lands, 
were enfore'd to hold them as Baronies by WiUiam 
the Conqueror* to do him Homage and Service, to 
afford him great Supplies towards his Wars and 
publick Occafions. It was no Honour to them in 
thbfe Times to be made or call'd Barons, but a 
Burden and Charge imposed on them ; they we?e 
then in Place and Dignity above Earls and Barons, 
and admitted from the firft Chriftianity to all the 
great Councils and Aflemblies of the Kingdom ; 
neither needed they that Title to raife them in 
Efteem, as Cambden and oriier Heralds do make it 
appear. The Archbilhop of Canterbury did find for 
the King eighty Horfe, Men, and Arms ; and fo did 
all the Bifhops, Abbats, and Priors, in the King- 
dom, as appears upon Record ; fo that the Clergy, 
out of their great Eftates, maintain'd alrooft in 
Army for the King, belides Relief of maim'd Sol- 
diers, of decay'd Gentlemen, and younger Brethren 
of good Families, in their Spittles, Receipts, and 
Hofpitals, which they had always ready provided 
for that Purpofe. So the Nobility and Gentry 
do hold at this Day very good Leafes of them and 
their Churches, at eafy Rents, to theif grear Be- 
nefit. 

John Speed, in his Hiftory, fays, that theBifhop- 
ticks were only par'd a little ; but he was much 
jgiftaken $0 fay fo ; for they were not only par'd to 

O \ the 
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% he quick, but fo impoverifh'd, that the leflfer Sort 
was holden by Commend ams, and other Addita* 
jnents* 

Apd as the Bifhopricks were thus regulated, fp 

pioft of the peans and Chapters have loft very 

much ; neither have the Colleges in the l/niverfl- 

ties been fpar'd, tho* perhaps it is unknown to 

jnoft Men; Scarce any College but has loft fome 

good Lands; but this being done fome Years agp, 

Men cannot endure to hear of it, nor to believe 

it, tho* Particulars are eafy to be produc'd. 

. If the yrhple Return of Bifhopricks, College*, 

Churches, Monasteries^ and Hofpitals, (hould be 

fully rcckon'd, it would be found to exceed fix 

" Millions Sterling of yearly Rents, according to the 

' Rates of thefe fin^s, and in the Lands of fuch 

Men as have thefe Lands thus taken away in their 

fpflfeffion. 

By the Diflblution of the religious Hpufes the 
Crown has already lolj an hundred thoufand Pounds 
yearly, Firft-Fruits and Penfions, or rather much 
more, the Statute being made before the Diflblu- 
jion, ?6 Henry VlUr whereby the King was to 
Jiave ? gre^t Revenue put^of their Eftates yearly ; 
their temporal Lands being fo great, that St. Albans 
Xbbey might have yielded ten thoufand Pounds 
yearly > Qlaftont?ury y St- Edmund? s-bury, St. Auguftin's, 
fantfey, and the reft of the great Monafteries, each 
of them many Thoufands yearly. But all this is 
loft and gone, as Sir Robert Cotton {hows ; yet by 
; the Statute jt is ftill due ' to the King, jnd may 
juftly be jr'ecpver'd. 

The Crown jloes rppeive now yearly an hundred 

fhpufand Pounds out of the Bifhops Eftates, and 

% hip reft pf the Qefgy, in that* poor Condition as 

pow thpy ftand, the greateft Part whereof will be 

\ Joft, if the Lands of the Bifliops fhould be fp!4 in 
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that manner as is attempted ; (o much being gone 
already, the Fragments, Pittances, Scraps, Relicks, 
and Remnants, that are left, would not be envy'd. 

If any demand what Opinion the learned Men 
of this laft Age have given of thefe Doings, it is 
eafy to fhojy out of divers, as Calvin, hearing of 
King Henry VIII-'s Violence and Sacrilege in Eng- 
land, he could not forbear in his Le&ures to cenfure 
him, as in Hof. cap. i . 

Henrkus futt Homo flam belluinus, deterior omnibus 
mancipiis Antichrifti Romania nam quifub ilia fervitute 
ntanent, faltem retinent aliquam fpeciem Pietatis ; tile 
autem nullo pudore Hominum retentus fuit, & cfiendttfe 
frorfty vacuum fuijfe cmni 'Timor e Dei. 

That is; Henry was a mere brutal Man, worfe 
than all the Slaves of the Roman Antichrift; for 
thofe who continue under that Servitude, at leaft 
retain fome Show of Piety; but he was not curb'd 
by any humane Shame, and ihow'd he was quite 
void of all Fear of God. 

And the like he fays upon Amos, and elfewhere. 

The Words of Luther againft him are too bitter 
to be recited. 

Cambden, the publick Hiftorian of the Kingdom, 
In his Britannia, p. 163, fays, that when the 
Churches and Colleges were pulTd down, their 
Revenues were fold and made away, and thofe 
Goods and Riches, which the Chriftian Piety of 
the EngUJh Nation had confecrated unto God, fince 
they firft profefs'd Chriftianity, were in a Moment, 
as it were, difpers'd, and (to the Difpleafure of 
no Man be it fpoken) profan'd. 



pudet bac opprobria nobis 



Et did potuijfe, & non potuijfe refellu 

So likewife other great learned Men do fay the 
Jike, p the excellently learned Grotius, in his An- 
notations 
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notations on the Bible and other Places, ad Artie 
1 6 Caff and. 

Quod vero hie dicst Caffander y lmperatorum & Regum 
hoc quaque ejfe QfiuiuWi ut Leges divinas & Ccmones conr 
fervent, &c. . The whole Quotation being long, 
it will be more proper to give the fame in Engkjh, 
which is as follows : Cf What Cajfander here fays, 
cc that it is alfo the Duty of Emperors and of 
" Kings to maintain the divine Laws and Canons, 
" is moft true ; for they are bound to ferve Christ 
*' even as th$y are Kings j but they are to take care 
that they . do not give occafion for Schifm ; but 
they are to know they are in fuch manner Over- 
Cc feers of the Churches q( their Kingdom, as to 
" remember at the fame time that they are Sons 
" of the univerfal Chgrch, But thofe Princes moil 
** bafely fulfil this Duty, who convert to their 
u own, and indeed rooft profane Ufes, thofe things 
f c which have been formerly given to God, that 
" is, to pious Ufes, on this Pretence, that Bifhops 
u have too much. If Bifhops have too much, let 
what is over and above be given to PrieAs and 
Deacons; let it be given to build or repair 
Churches, let it be given to the Poor of the 
Country ; and if thofe be wanting, to Strangers ; 
as formerly Money was lent from Achaia and 
f Macedonia into Judea; let the Captives that 
" are among Barbarians be redeemed, on which 
€c account many Biftops have fold the Veflels be- 
" longing to the Church, even after they had been 
" confederated ; and fome have delivered therafelves 
€€ up as Hoftages. I wonder that thofe who read 
the Old Tefiament are not de^err'd by the Example 
of AcbaH 9 and thofe who read the New by that 
cc of Ananias. And this is the principal Caufe why 
!' Wars are fo lading, not fo much becaufe both 
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ff Sides make War for thcfc things, but becaufe 
*' God thus revenges his being contemn'd. 

So in his Notes upon Daniel v* 2. " The pro- 
" faning of facred things, which was formerly an 
" horrid Crime, is now become the Sport of 

* Princes and prpfene Men, and ftill we ask why 
f € Defolation is every whepe made by fuch dreadful 

* Wars. 

The learned and great Divine Rivet, \n his Re- 
ply to Qropus upon Caffander, does acknowledge, 
*' That it is indeed excellent Advice, if it were 
<c put in Execution, and thofc who ought would 
? c confent to it. 

Moft Men are ready to fay, that the Clergy in 
former Times had tpo much* Suppofe and grant 
they had too much ; yet feeing they fpent and em- 
ployed it fo well, tljey were free from Blame ,• for 
they were (o bountiful to all forts of Poor, aboun- 
ding in Works of Charity and Hofpitality, that 
they were great Benefa&ors in the Commonwealth, 
that there needed not then any Statutes for Main- 
tenance of the Poor ; they fupply*d the Crown 
continually with many great Gifts and Penfions, 
and furnifh'd a great Part of an Army to the King, 
in Times of Need, and gave great Relief to maim'd 
Soldiers. They were moft gentle and favourable 
Landlords to their Tenants, taking but five Pounds 
Rent for a Farm that was worth fifty Pounds 
yearly, and now above two hundred Pounds; 
whereby the Gentry, and all Farmers that held of 
them, were greatjy benefited ; fo that they were 
no Burden- to the Kingdom in any refpeft. It is 
now demanded by moft Men, whether this and that 
]i>e Jure divino ; and if not Jure divino, then prefent- 
)y they think it lawful to be taken away. But this 
is a very unjuft Suggeftion ; for Men may lawfully 
hold and retain Lands, Money, and Goods, and 

' Chattels, 
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Chattels, or any thing clfe, tho* they cannot prove 
it to be due Jure divino. It is enough that they 
hold it by a good Title of Gift, Defcent, or Pur- 
chafe, Jure humano. So many Clergymen enjoy 
JLands juftly and lawfully Jure humano. Neither 
can they be taken away without great Injuftice and 
Wrong- 

Dat Galienus Opes, dat Juftinianus Homes ; 
Solus Ariftoteles cogitur ire pedes. 

Phyficians and Lawyers, Citizens, Tradefmen, 
and Grafiers, and all forts of Men, may purchafe 
J-ands; only Clergymen are envy'd if they pur- 
chafe ; tho' the Number of them is very few that 
have purchased any confiderable Eftates. Citizens 
may ride in Coaches, but Clergymen may not ; 
fcarce upon a good Horfe, in the Opinion of many 
vulgar People. Cambden, in his Annals, writing 
$hat Queen Elizabeth going to Paul's in fifty-five, to 
render publick Thanks to God for the great Deli- 
verance of the Kingdom, attended with her Nobi- 
lity and Courtiers, in very foleipn manner, (be did 
ride in a Coach drawn only by two Horfes. Kings 
and Princes did not then ride with four Horfes, as 
now private Men do* What would Cambden have 
added further, if he had feen the Pride of private 
ferfons to be fuch as it is in thefe Times, that 
not only Nobles and Gentry of the beft Sort, but 
Tradefmen and Citizens of mean Birth, and ignoble, 
do ride and travel abroad with Coaches and fix 
Horfes, going to vifit their Country Houfes and 
Farms in fuch pompous Equipage, as Agrippa and 
Berenice came down, with much Pomp, AHs xxv. 23* 
It is eafy to name, among others of the like Sort, 
a Pedlar's Son by Birth, and now by trading, 
tricking, and turning of Waies, advane'd t9 

Riches, 
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Riches, who comes do\frh into the Country with 
Coach and fix Horfes. If any Bifliop or Clergy* 
rfian ride fo coach'd, then many cry out, Oh the 
Pride of Amichriftian Prelacy ! Then they grin and 
fliow their Teeth like the Dogs of Egypt, when they 
bark at the Crocodiles in the Nile. Tully faid of 
old, Mercatorcs funt for didum hominum genus, Traders 
are a filthy fort of Men ; and the learned Herald of 
our Kingdom faith of Tradefmen and Citizens, 
that they are accounted in our Law as far inferior 
to our Gentry and Nobility. 

Burgenfes, dum comparandis mercibm & rei tnercator 
ria eperam navarent, generofa turba, militiam omnino 
admirantiSy defpeEtui erant, adeo ut cum illis nee Co*- 
nubia jungerent, nee Martis aleam experirentur- Vide 
Statu- de fiferton, Anno Dom. 1235, cap. 7. De Domini s 
qui mar it aver int illos quos habent in cufiodiafua, villd- 
nUj & aliis ficut Burgenfibus, ubi difparagentur, &c* 
Anciently Citizens and Tradefmen were refused and 
deny'd to marry with the Gentry ; and in Trials by 
Duel and Battel, which was the old Fafhion before 
Trials by Juries of twelve Men came in ufe, they 
might refufe the Trial. Vetus Lex nihil militare a 
Burgenfibm expetit, in Duellum igitur fe vadatis, fub- 
terfugere licuit, & per Campionem quern vacant, u e. 
Ptigikm rem decernere. / 

The Tradefmen of all Cities have left off their 
flat Caps, which they account popifh and fuperfti- 
tious, and are become in their Attire and Habit 
like Nobles and Princes. Their Riches and Ful- 
nefs has exceeded Tyre, defcrib'd by Ezekiel, c. 26, 
27. and to them we are beholden for the wafteful 
Expence of fo much Treafure, fo many Millions 
of Money and Mens Lives ; and flill their Riches 
and Fulnefs is fo great, that they are ready to pur- 
chafe all the Clergy Lands left remaining, and to 

divide the Spoil among themfelves* 

Time 



3 b£ r An Uift&rkat Account of 

Time was, when Purple and Scarlet, Velvet aficf 
Cloth of Gold, were referv'd only for Princes ; 
neither was it lawful for common Perfons, under the 
Degree of a Prince and great Nobility, to wear 
the fame, as may eafily be (how'd by many Laws ; 
but now what mean Perfons are cloath'd with 
Purple and Scarlet* Velvet and Cloth of Gold, 
and other rich Apparel, is eafy to obferve without 
mention of Particulars. Only the Clergy muft 
wear little better than John the Baptifi did, Apparel 
of Camels Hair, or fijeh coarfe Stuff; and have no 
. more Furniture than the old Prophet Elijba had, 
one Table, one Candleftick, one Stool, and but 
only one of any necefl'ary Things. 

The Reader is defir'd to obferve, that what ha£ 
been faid above are Mr. Udafs own Words ; and to 
•Alow how that fame King dealt with Parliaments, 
a fmall Quotation (hall be here added from Sir 
Henry Spelmans Hiftory of Sacrilege* f. 182, His 
Words are thefe : 

I now come off the Rivers into the Ocean of 
Iniquity and Sacrilege, where whole Thoufands of 
Churches and Chapels, dedicated to the Service #f 
God, in the fame manner that the reft are which 
remain to us at this Day, together with the Mo- 
nafteries and other Houfes of Religion and intended 
Piety, were by King Hmry VUL in a Temper of 
Indignation againft the Clergy of that Time, 
mingled with infatiable Avarice, fack'd and raz'd 
as by an Enemy* It is true the Parliament did 
give them to him, but fo unwillingly, as I have 
heard, that when the Bill had ftuck long in the 
Lower Houfe, and could get no Patfage, ije com- 
manded the Commons to attend him in the After- 
noon in his Gallery, where he let them wait till 
late in the Afternoon > and then coming out of his 

Chamber, 
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Chamber, talking a Turn or two among them, 
and looking angrily on them, firft on one Side, and 
then on the other, at laft, . / hear, faith he, that my 
Bill will ntit pafs ,• but 1 mil have it pafi y or I will have 
fome of your Heads ; and without other Rhetorick or 
Perfwafion returned to his Chawber. Enough was 
faid, the Bill pafs'd, and all fras given him as he 
defirU 

The fame much Celebrated Sir Henry Spelmax 
then proceeds thus : 

It is to be obferv*d, that the Parliament did 
give all thefe Things to the King, yet did they 
not ordain them to be deraolifh'd, or employed to 
any irreligious Ufes, leaving it more to the Con- 
ference and Piety of the King, who, m his Speech 
to the Parliament, promised to perform the Truft ; 
wherein he faith : ^ I cannot a little rejoice, when 
I confider the perfeft Truft and Confidence which 
you have put in me, in my good Doings and 
juft Proceedings ; for you, without my Defire or 
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u Requeft, have committed to my Order and 
" Difpofition all Chantries, Colleges, and Hof- 
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pitals, and other Places fpecified in a certain 
Aft, firmly trailing that I will order them to the 
Glory of God, and the Profit of the Common- 
wealth. Surely, if I, contrary to your Expecta- 
tion, fhould fufter the Minifters of the Churches 
c * to decay, or Learning (which is fo great a 
Jewel) to be miniihed, or the Poor and Mife- 
rable to be unrelieved, you might well fay, that 
I being put in fuch a fpecial Truft, as I am in 
€€ this Cafe, were no trufty Friend to you, nor 
<c charitable to my Emme Chriften ,- neither a 
" Lover of the publict Wealth, nor yet one that 
" feared God, to whom Account muft be render'd 
c< of all our Doings. Doubt not, I pray you, but 
" your Expectation (hall be ferv'd more godly and 

" goodly 
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* goodly than you will with or defire, as hereafwtf 
cc you fhall plainly perceive. 

But notwithstanding the fair Promifes and Pro- 
jects, little was perform'd ; for Defolation prefently 
followed this Diflblution : The Axe and the Mattock 
ruin'd almoft all the chief and moll magnificent Or- 
naments of the Kingdom, w&. three hundred feven- 
ty-fix of the lefler Monasteries, fix hundred forty- 
five of the greater* ninety Colleges, one hundred 
ten religious Hofpicals, and two thoufand three 
hundred feventy-four Chantries and Free-Chapels. 
All thefe religious Houfes, Churches, Colleges, and 
Hofpitals, being about three thouSand five hun- 
dred, little and great, in the whole, did amount 
to an inestimable Sum, efpecially if their Rents 
be accounted as they are now improv'd in thefe 
Days* Among this Multitude* it is needlefs to 
fpeak of the great Church of St. Mary in Bouhgn> 
which upon the taking of that Town he caus'd to 
be putl'd down, and a Mount to be rais'd in the 
Place thereof for planting of Ordinance to iinnoy 
a Siege* 

i. Firfl then touching the King Ijimfelf: The 
Revenue that came to him in ten Years fpace was 
more, if I mistake not, than quadruple that of the 
Crown Lands, befides a Magazine of Treafure 
rais'd out of the Money, Plate, Jewels, Ornar 
ments, and Implements of Churches, Monasteries, 
and Houfes, with their Goods, State, and Cattle, 
FirSt-Fruits and Tenths, given by the Parliament in 
the twenty-Sixth Year of his Reign, together with 
a Subfidy, Tenth, and Fifteenth, from the Laity 
at the fame time. To which I may add the in- 
comparable Wealth of Cardinal JVolfey y a little be- 
fore confiscated, and a large Sam rais'd by Knight- 
hood the twenty-fifth Year of his Reign. 

A Man 
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A Man may juftly wonder how fuch an Ocean 
oF Wealth fhould come to be exhaufted in fo (horc 
a timp of Peace; But God's Bleffing, as it feemcth^ 
was not upon it; for within four Years after he had 
received all this, and had ruin'd and fack'd three 
hundred feventy-fix Monafteries, and brought their 
Subftance to his Treafury, befides all the goodly 
Revenues of the Crown, he was drawn fo dry, that 
the Parliament in the thirty-firft was conftrain'd, by 
hiis Importunity, to fupply his Wants with the Re- 
sidue of all the Monafteries of the Kingdom, fi* 
Hundred forty-five great ones, and illuftrious, with 
all thtit Wealth and princely Poffeffions. Yet even 
then was not this King fo fufficiently furniOi'd for 
building of a few Blockhoufcs for the Defence of 
the Coaft, but that the next Year after he muft 
have another Subfidy of four Fifteenths to bear out 
his Charges ; and, left it fhould be too little, all 
the Houfes, Lands, and Goods, of the Knights 
6( St. John of Jeru/alem, both in England and Ire* 
land. 

Had not Ireland cofiie thus in itiy way, I had for- 
gotten it ; but to increafe the Floods of this Sea^ 
all the Monafteries of Ireland likewife flow'd into 
it, by Aft of Parliament the next Year following, 
being the thirty-third of his Reign; 

But as the Red Sea, by the miraculous Hand of 
God, was once dry'd up, fo was this Sea of 
Wealth, by the wafteful Hand of this Prince* im- 
mediately fo dry'd up, as the very next Year, wu 
Regni 34, the Parliament was drawn again to grant 
him a great Subfidy; for in the Statute-Book it is 
fo ftii'd : And this not ferving his turn, he was yet 
driven, not only 'to enhance his gold and filver 
Money, anno 36, but, againft the Honour of a 
Prince, to coin bafe Money ; and, when all this 
• ferv'd not his turn, in the very fame Year, to 

P exaft 
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cxad a Benevolence of his Subje&s, to their grie- 
vous Difcontent. Perceiving therefore, that no- 
thing could fill the Gulph of Effofion, and that 
there was now a juft Caufe of great Expencc, by 
reafon of his Wars at Bologn and in France, they 
granted him, the thirty-feventh Year, two Subfi- 
dies at once, and four Fifteenths, and for a Corolla- 
ry all the Colleges, Free-Chapels, Chantries, Hofpi- 
tals, &c. before mentioned, in Number two thou- 
sand three hundred feventy-four, upon Confidence 
that he fliould difpofe them (as he promised fo- 
lemnly in the Parliament) to the Glory of God f 
who in Truth (for ought that I can hear) had little 
Part thereof. 

The next Year was his fatal Period, otherwife 
it was much to be fear'd that Deans and Chapters, 
if not Bifhopricks (which have been long levell'd 
at) had been his next Defign ; for he took a very 
good Say of them, by exchanging Lands with 
them, before the Diffolution, giving them rack'd 
Lands, and finall things for goodly Manors and 
Lordfhips, and alfo Impropriations for their folid 
Patrimony in finable Lands ; like the Exchange that 
Palamedes made with Glaucm } much thereby iur 
creafing his own Revenues ; as he took feventy Ma* 
nors from York, befides other Lands, Tenements* 
Advowfons, Patronages, &c. in the thirty-feventh 
of his Reign* He took alfo thirty and above, as I 
remember, in the twenty-feventh Year, from the; 
Bifhop of Norwich, whom he left not (that I can 
learn) one Foot of the goodly Poffeffions of his 
Church, fave the Palace at. Norwich; and how 
many I know not, in the thirty-feventh Year alfQ, 
from the Bifhop of London. 

Thus that great Man Sir Henry Splman, of the 
infinite Sums given to this King, and his no lefs in- 
finite Prodigality. The next Summary of the 

Amount 
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Amount of the leffcr Monafteries, and of the 
' inoveiblc Treafute taken but of the Churches, is 
from Stow. 

In a Parliament begun in the Month of Februdry 
(153I) were granted to the King; and his Heirs, all 
the religious Houfes in the Realm of England, of 
the Value of 206 /. and under, with all the Lands 
and Goods to them belonging. The Number of 
thefe Houfes then fupprefs'd was three hundred 
feventy-fix, the Value of their Lands them 32000/. 
and more by year ; the moveable Goods, as they 
Were fold Robin Hood's Pennyworths, amounted to 
taore than 1 00000 L and the religious Perfohsthat 
were in the faid Houfes were clearly put out, fome 
went to other greater Houfes, fome went abroad 
to the World; It was a pitiful thing to hear the 
Lamentations the People in the Country made for 
them ; for there was great Hofpitality kept amfcng 
them ; and it viraS thought more than ten thoufand 
Perfons^ Matters and Servants, had loft their Li- 
vings by the putting down of thofe Houfes that 
time. Stow's ChroA. p. J72. 

In 1538, St. Auguftine t Abbey at Canterbury was 
fopprefs'd to the King's' Ufe, and the Shrine and 
Goods taken to the King's Ufe ; as alfo the Shrine 
of Thomas llecket, in the Priory of Chrift's Churchy 
was like wife taken to the King's Ufe- This 
Shrine was built about a Man's Height all of Stone, 
then upward of Timber plain, within the which 
was the Cheft of Iron, containing the Eones of 
Thomas Becket, Skull and all, with the Wound of 
his Head, and the Piece cut out of his Skull in the 
fame Wound. Thefe Bones^ by Comiftandment of 
the* Lord Cronrwelli were then and there burnt. 
The Timber- work of the Shrine, oft the Outfide, 
wascovtr'd witH Pliates of Gold, damask'd with 
gold Wire, which Ground of Gold was again co- 

P z vet'd 
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ver'd with Jewels of Gold, as Rings, ten or twelv& 
cramp'd with gold Wire into the Ground of Gold, 
many of thofe Rings having Stones in them; 
Brooches, Images, Angels, precious Stones, great 
Pearls, &c. The Spoil of which Shrine, in Gold 1 
and precious Stones* fill'd two great Chefis, fuch\ 
as fix or fevtfi ftrong Men could ho more than con^~ 
vey one of them our of the Church at once, lbid^ 
utfupra. 

After what has been faid of the endlefs Mafs o£ 
Treafure King Henry engrofs'd to his own Ufe, by. 
the Seizure of Lands and Goods devoted to the 
Service of God, as reprefented by the abovequo- 
ted Authors, Mr.Udal, Sir Henry Sj>elman> and Stow, 
it will be proper to make fome fort of Eftimate, 
tho* very uncertain, of what thofe Things have 
been reputed to be worth. It muft be very uncer- 
tain, in regard that the Valuations given in at that 
time were made as the Commiffionersjpleas'd, who 
under-rated every thing to obtain Grants of the 
fame for themfelves; befides that the Lands of 
the Church were fcarce ever let it the tenth Part of 
the real Value, the Proprietors being the bell of 
Landlords, and letting the Lands on at the fame 
Rates that they had been two, three, or five hun- 
dred Years before, notwithftanding that the Value 
of Lands had been continually increafing, as was 
that of all other Things ; and fince the Suppreffion, 
thofe very Rents are fo much advanc'd as fcarce ap- 
pears credible. To perform what is here mention'd, 
we infert the Totals of the Valuations given in 
at the Time of the Suppreffion of all the Monafte- 
ries and religious Houfes in each County of Eng- 
land and IVahS) becaufe it would be too tedious 
to mention every Houfe. 

The 
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Taxes under all 'Denominations, ni 

I, J* d* 

The total Sum of the Value oh 

♦ all religious Houfes in Cormoalf l ° 91 ' 4 4 * 

The net Income of the'fame 98 7 12 i| 

Total Value of religious Houfes? • 

in Bedford/hire J 2 ? 01 I0 '♦ 

The net Income of the feme 2261 19 | 

-Sf • Auguftines at jBr/^(?/ Total 767 15 3 f 

The net Income 670 13 nf 

Total of the Biflioprick of Bangor 234 00 jf 

The rief Value 207 16 2 

Total Value in Nottingham/hire 2591 -8 4* 

The net Value 20 1 J <5 10J 

Total Value in Cambridge/hire 2831 00 3$ 

TotaL Value in Lincolnjbire 8755 18 5! 

The net Value 7253 19 iof 

Total . Value in Carlile 1 097 r o 8| 

The net Value 973 14 72 

Total Value at Newcaftle upon 7?w 1171 11 10 

The net Value 977 14 3 1 

Total Value in Lancafhire 856 6 5 

The net Value 484 18 6\ 



£47 10 7 



St. Afaph 

The net Value 598 18 1 

Total Value in the Diocefe of 1 Q ^ 

St. David I 1 128 6 7 

The net Value ioyy 9 6 

Total Value in Sujfex 2897 14 7 

The net Sum 2498 00 9J 

Total Value in DorfetJIme 3626 16 o 

The net Value 3*°7 l 9 l\ 

Total Value in the Biflioprick ? g F 

of Durham j ' ^3 

The net Sum 1708 2 6 

The Total in the County of Tark 13278 9 2 J 

The net Sum I0 577 ** 5l 

P 3 . Total 
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/• -ft a* 

Total Value in Norfolk 5444 9 o 

The net Sum 4588 12 tf| 

Total Value in Northampton/hire 363 1 10 jf 

The net Sum 3015 7 iof 

Total Value in London #id 7 o « 

AfiUfcfe' J 1020 * * 3! 

The net Sum 8542 6 8 

Total Value in EJfex 5529 j 2 J 

The net Sum 4699 4 2| 

Total Value in WiUfhire 3915 15 1 1| 

The net Sum 3457 6 4! 

Total Value in Wbrcefterfiire ^ 4395 12 o| 

The net Sum * 4078 10 7! 

Total Valu? in Somerfetfiire 8 r j 2 n 7 

The net Sum 7487 18 7! 

Total Value in Warwickshire 2759 1 o 

The net Sum 2321 1 9 

Total Value in Herefordfiirf 298 7 $£ 

The net Sum 263 12 i| 

Total Value in Serkfiire 4^40 18 2! 

The net Sum 4211 18 o| 

Total Value in Kent 6801 6 7! 

The net Sum 6ig$ 6 j 

The Total in Sbro^/biro %6$i 17 1 1| 

The net Sum 2240 15 6| 

The Total of Glocefterjbirt 683.9 1 1 9 

The net Sum ^ 6 7 2 l 9 r 2* 
Total Sum of the Archdeaconry 7 

o( Richmond J 3747 

The net Sum 2877 8 10 

Total Value in Hartford/hire 3 8 3 J 19 9! 

The net Sum 2883 13 7 

Total Value in Staffordfbire and 7 » * . c • ^ . 1 

The neat Suixi $471 14 of 

Total 
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Taxes under all Denominations 2 1 j 

/. /. d. 

Total Value of Buckingham/hire 1 29$ 1 4 8] 

The net Sum J72 17 0} 

Total Value in Devon/hire 4700 1 p| 

The net Sum 6639 7 8 * 

Total Value of Oxford/hire 2716 1 11 

The net Sum 2519 9 o 

Total Value in Leicefterfbire 2845 o 7 

The net Sum 2450 3 4} 

Total Value in Derbyjhire 646 1 73 

The net Sum . 542 17 if 

Total Value in Suffex 59*5 *3 6 \ 

The net Sum 5068 11 1 if 

Total Value in Suffolk 4176 3 8 J 

Total Value in Landaff Diocefe 868 10 1 

The net Sum 765 10 iq§ 

Total Value in Surrey 4108' j 6 45 

The net Sum 3 £52 1 8| 

Total Value in Chejhire 2333 14 11? 

The net Sum 2089 14 of 

Total Value in Huntingdon/hire 2753 16 8 

The net Sum 2349 2 5* 

Total Value in Weftmerlah 166 10 tf§ 

The net Sum 154 17 7} 

■■■■■■■■' '■ ■■■!■ '**^> 

The Sum Total of the Value) 

of all the religious Houfes > 1 5 2 5 1 7 18 iof 
in England and Wales j 

The net Sum 1 3 1 607 <5 4I 



Thefe are the Particulars of the feveral Counties 
and the Totals of the whole Nation, as then givep 
in ; fo that we find 152517/. 18 j. 10 d. \ the. Total j 
an immenfe yearly Sum at that Time : But then 
if we compute this as the Gift of one Year, for 

P 4 the' 
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the next we have feen the Parliament was obliged 
to give more, we mud take it as at the intrin- 
fick Value, that is, at twenty Years Purchafe, 
at that Rate arifing to 3050340/. an amazing 
Gift then, thp' much outdone fince. Now if 
we proceed a Step farther, and allow for what 
the real Value of the Lands was, that is y including 
the Frauds of the Commifiioners in their Returns, 
and the low Rents at which all thofe Lands of 
Monafteries were really let, for the Advantage of 
the Gentry and Farmers that held them, they can- 
not be fuppps'd to have been worth lefs than ten 
times the Value here mentioned, as has been faid 
before; and at that Rate the Amount will rife to 
30,503,400/. This may appear {lupendious and 
hyperbolical, but is certainly no more than the 
bare Truth, and yet we are not come to the Ex- 
tent of what thofe Lands are worth at this Day 
with their improv'd Rents ; for if we proceed to 
that, it will exceed all Meafure ; and yet it is but 
looking back to the Computation made by Mr. 
UdaJ, and it will appear that all that has been 
hitherto faid falls very fbort of his Reckoning. 
He values the only Eftate of the Abbey of St* 
Albans at 200000/. a year, as thofe Lands are 
now let; and many other Abbies he rates pro* 
portionably. Now the Return of it made $t 
the Suppreffion was 2510/. 6 s. 1 d. \ for the 
Total; and the net Sum itoil. j s. 1 d. J of 
ytarly Income; which being fuppos'd to have 
been ten times as much, allowing for Frauds and 
the Lownefs of Rents, Hill the whole -is but 
35109/. a year, little more than the eighth Part 
of 200000 /? aflign'd by Mr. Udal; (o that the other 
Advance of eight times the Value muft arife from 
the Improvements upon Lands from that Time to 
this. ;••'"-•"■-■' 

• - * * 

la 
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In fbort, thefe Computations carrjf us too far, 
tho* too much can never be faid of the Subjeft. 
However this is only as to the Lands; for the 
Treafure in Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, 
we have already heard amounted to 100000/. 
as thofe who made ten .times as much of it 
to their own Profit were pleased to value it- We 
fee how the wife ft and moft prudent Kings have 
been impos'd upon, and what vaft, Eftates have 
been purloined out of their fettled Revenues, and 
that very often by fuch Officers as were reputed 
very honeft Men and trufty Servants: What them 
mufl we believe thofe wicked Com miffi oners, and 
others employ *d in robbing of Churches fpr the, 
Ufe of the King, conceafd and ftole for their own 
Advantage ? Befides that, when the People faw 
all going to Ruin, every one pillag'd what" he could, 
without making the leaft Scruple of that Sacrilege, 
but believing they had as much Right to it as the 
Ring hirafelf; and in reality they had fol. . 

Chantries and Chapels were alfo. given to this 
King ; but they efcap'd till the Time of .his Sue-' 
ceflbr, when they, (hall be fpoken of •• But that Re* 
prieve was not owing to any Remorfe or want of 
good Will to proceed in that fort of Rapine ; but 
k was ordain <i that he fbould leave thofe Remains 
of Sacrilege to his Son and Daughter, who finifh'd 
what he had fo far carry *d on ; as we (hall fee in 
their Reigns. 

To conclude wirh this King : When he had ha- 
rafs'd his Subjefts with continual Impositions, not- 
withftanding the great Treafure left him! by his 
Father ,• when he had overthrown fuch a vaft Num- 
ber of majeftick Piles, erefted for the Service of 
God, as has been already hinted ;. when he had 
devoured and fquanderM thofe prodigious Revenues 
belpnging to the afore fa id Houfes and their right- 
ful 
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then about ten Tears of Age, and yet had more 

fodly Wit and Under/landing, more Learning and 
knowledge, than twenty of his Progenitors ar any 
time of their Life. What could be more ridicu^ 
lous than fuch an Aflertion, and yet Mr. Strype 
gives it us <is a Matter of great Weight ! But it is 
hard to decide whether Father Latimer or Mr. Strype 
were moft to blame, the one for uttering fuch pre- 
pofterous Notions whilft that Prince was living, 
or the other for reviving them when they might 
have been forgotten. 

More of that profound Wjfdom he furnifhes us 
with at pag> pp, when the King was eleven Years 
of Age ; but we muft only take fome Ihort Sketches, 
without following him too clofe. To inftance in 
this Child's great Knowledge, Mr. Strjpe produces 
Latin Letters, writ by him in thofe tender Years ; 
but he has not been fo kind to him as Dr. Burnet 
was to Queen Elizabeth, who, he fays, writ learned 
Latin and Italian Letters at four Years of Age : No 
Wonder then that King Ed-ward ftiould do fo at 
ten or eleven. 

As for the Piety of that King, if we fuppofe 
him endowed with the great Wifdom he fpeaks of, 
we {hail have feveral Inftances that relate to the 
Matter in hand, that is y to Lands afid Revenues 
taken from others. In the firft Place, he fays, that 
when the rich Bilhoprick of JVmchefier was given to 
Tonet or Painet, it was upon Condition that he 
fliould furrender to the King many Manors, and, ii> 
effed, all the Temporalities of that Bilhoprick ; 
in lieu wereof he gave him feveral Redories. Thus 
did it become a Simoniacal Contrad, and that Bi- 
lhoprick was facrilegioufly robb'd. Yet was not 
this to enrich the King, but to give to his Courtiers^ 
as by the following Parcels may appear* 

To 
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To Sir John Gates, the Manors of Sutton, Ropley, 
&c> in Southampton and Surrey, of the yearly Value 

Of I45/. r IP J. 9'J. T. 

To Sir Philip Hoby, the Manors of Marden, &c* 
in the County of Southampton, the yearly Value of 
87/. 18 j. 7</. 

To Sir Andrew Dudley, the Manor of Witney* &t> 
of the yearly Value of x8o /. 7 d. h 

To Sir Henry Seimour, Lands to the yearly Value 
of 186/. 4^. 

To WiOiant FittrJVtUiams, the Manor of High* 
Gere, &c. to the yearly Value of 84/. 17 s. 3 </. 

To -H?»ry Nevil, the Manor of Margrave, &c. 
to the yearly Value of 114 h 18 s. 10 d. 
- Sir Thomas Wroth had alio an Annuity of 100 /. 

In June 1552, Covent- Garden and Long- Acre were 
given to the Earl of Bedford. They were Lands of 
the Church, and it is well known how great the 
Value of them is now. 

The Bifhoprick of Bath and WeBs was, in the 
Tear 1552, ftript of many Pofleffions, and all 
given to craving Courtiers. The fame Year, Mr. 
Strype fuppofes, the King's preffing Need occafion'd 
fomewhat a fevere Commiffion, as he calls it* to 
be iffu'd. forth, not only to take away out of 
Churches all Garments, and other Utenfils, us'd 
formerly in fuperftitious Wor&ip ; but to take for 
the King's Ufe all Goods belonging to Churches 
that could be fpar'd. This was like gleaning, the 
Lands and Treafure were gone before,- now went 
the fmall Remains before neglefted as of fmall 
Value. Yet was all this fquander'd like the reft. 

All hitherto mention'd was inconfiderable in re- 
aped of the Aft of Parliament of this King's firft 
Year, which gave to him all the Colleges, Free- 
Chapels, Chantries, Hofpitals,' Fraternities, or 
Guilds, which were not in the aftual and real 

Pofleffion . 
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Fo&ffion of King -HSrwrj VIIL nor of the faid Kinj* 
Edward. The Caufes for fo doing were the ditfol"* 
ving of Superftition, and the founding of Schools 
©f Learning, and providing for the Poor. 

Mr.Stryfe, Vol. 2. f. 6$. tells us this Aft Wai 
foon after greatly abus'd, as the firft in the formed 
King's Reign for diflblving religious Houfes was ; 
for tho* the publick Good was pretended thereby* 
yet private Men in truth had moft of the Benefit, 
and the King and Commonwealth; the State of 
Learning, and the Condition of the Poor, left as 
they were before, or worfe. 

This Abufe, he adds, was reprefented in publick 
Sermons, without any Redrefs; and fo far from 
it, that, inftead of fetting up Schools, one there 
was in the North, which had of the fame Foun- 
dation, eight Scholarships and two Fcilowfhips in 
Cambridge, ever repleni&'d with the Scholars of 
that School, was at that time fold, decay 'd, and 
loft; and more there were of the like fort fo 
handled. 

And whereas alfo another charitable End of the 
Diflblution of thefe Colleges and Chantries was for 
the # better Succour of the Needy, it was turn'd 
much to their Damage and Prejudice alfo. 

When Bifliopricks had been robb'd of the Lands, 
fee what Compenfation was made, as we have it 
in Mr. Stryfes Ecclefiaflkal Memorials, Vol* 2. 

P. 75. May 22, 1547- To the Dean and Chap- 
ter of Wigvrn y in Confideration of the Lordfhips 
and Reftories ofGrimley and Hahwe, and the Ma- 
nor of Hymwyhe and tVoodhal, in the County of 
Wigorn, and others ,• and in Performance of King 
Henrys Will ; was granted the Redory of Kemfey 
in the County of fVtgwn; with the Appurtenances, 

June 
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Juneq. To Nicholas Bifhop of Wigom, the Ad* 
yowfons and Redories of the Churches of Grimlej 
and Halowe, &c. 

The fame June 3, to the fame Nicholas, in Con- 
sideration of the Exchange of the Lordfliips of 
Stoke Epifcopi and Hernbury> and other Pofleflions in 
Glocefter, Middlefex, and London* the Manors of 
Grtmley and Hahwe, Parcel of the Pofleflions of the 
Cathedral Church of IVtgorn, &c< 

Augufi 20. To Richard Bifhop of Coventry and 
Litchfield, in Confideration of tfae Manors of Long- 
don, Bewdefert, Rugeley, Ueyvmd, Barkefwick, and 
Cannock, and divers other Lands and Tenements in 
Staffordjhire 9 were granted the Advowfon of the 
Re&ory of Wolfiaunton in the, County. of Stafford; 
and the Re&ory of Belgrade in the County of Leh 
cefier; and of the Re&orics of Pightefdey, Buckly^ 
and Tweeter, in Northamptonshire ; and divers other 
Advowfons and Prebends in the County aforefaid, 
and within the Bifhopnck of Bangor. 

Augufi 21. To the Dean and Chapter of the 
Holy Trinity, Wimon, in Confideration of the Ex- 
change of the Manors of Overton, Alton, Stockton, 
and Patney, and of the Re&ories of the two former 
\nfVihi, were granted the Advowfon of the Rec- 
tory of Gresford, within the Bifliopricfc of St. Afapb ; 
and of the Re&ory of Crockborn in the County of 
Somerfet; and the Advowfon of the Redory of 
Laugbeme in the County of Cardigan ; and the Rec- 
tories and Churches of the fame. 

Augufi 31. To Thomaa Archbifliop of Canterbury, 
for the Exchange of the Manor and Park of A%- 
field, &c. were granted the Re&ories of WhaUey % 
Blackborn, and Rochdale, &c. 

September 27* To the Dean and Chapter of 
St. PauFs, London, in Confideration of the Manor 
of Rovmwel in EJJex, and of the Manor of Drayton 

in 
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in MddUfex, and divers other Lands, Tenements; 
and Rents, was granted the Advowfon of the Rec- 
tory of Charing in Kent, and the Chapel of Egerton 
in the fame County, &c. 

08* 7. To the Dean and Canons of the King's 
Free-Chapel of St George within the Caftle of Winfc 
for, for Exchange of the Manor and Redory of 
Jver y and of the Manor of Damary Court, and di- 
vers other Lands and Tenements, to King Henrj 
given and made over, and divers others furrender'd 
by the Dean and Chapter, were granted the Rec* 
tories and Churches of Bradwynch, Northatn, Iplepen, 
dfjingtm, and South Mohon y in the County of Devon* 

The fame Date. To the Dean and Chapter of the 
Collegiate Church of 'Thornton in Lincoln/hire, in Con- 
sideration of the Manor of Carleton in the Moor- 
Land, in the County of Lincoln, and divers other 
Lands and Tenements in the fame County, were 
granted the Advowfon of the Re&ory of Flamfted 
in the County of Hertford^ and the Advowfon of 
the Rcftory of Holme in S$ aiding, in the County of 
Tork. 

Thus, when the Churches had been robb'd of all 
their Lands, .the little Reparation they had was 
in Churches. 

Not to divide the Account Mr. Strype gives us of 
this King, as far as relates to our Subjeft, here 
£hall be fubjoin'd what he has of Taxes granted 
to him by Parliament, and then the Rates of Pro* 
vifions, &c. in his Reign, for the better judging of 
the Value of Money at that Time. 
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Money granted fy Parliament to King 

Edward VL 

Mr. Stryfe's Eakfiaftical Jtfbnoriah, -pol. 2 . p. 4^4* 

In the, fecdnd Year of King Edivtird VI. the 
Parliament gave the King an Aid of twelve Pence, 
the Pound of Goods of his naturdl Subjeds, of 
two Shilling* the Pound of Strangers. And this to, 
continue for three Years. And by the Statute of 
the fecond and third of Edward VL it may appear 
the fame Parliament did alfd giv6 4 fecond Aid is 
fbllowethj to wit ; of every Ewe kept in feveral 
I*aftnres,* three Pence j of every Weather kept as 
aforefoid, two Pence ; of every Sheep kept in the. 
Common, three half Pence. The Houfe gate the 
King alfo eight Pence the Pound of every woollen 
Qoth made for the 8ale throughout England for 
three Years. In the third and fourth Year of the 
King, by reafon of the troublefome gathering of the 
Pole Money upon Sheep, and the Tax upon Cloth, 
this Aft of Subfidy was repealed, and other Re-* 
lief given the King. And in the feventh Year hf 
had a Subfidy and tWo Fifteenths. 

'Strifes Ecchfiaflical Memorials* th th6 Yfctf t $48, 
and third of Edward VI* Wheat was 6s. 2d. the 
Quarter ; Barley, Malt, and Rye, j s. the Quar* 
ter; Peafe and Jfcans, 4*. the Qparteft 
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Kates fit upon all kinds of Victuals Anno i $01 
the fecond of King Edward VI. 

&rype's Eccltfaftical Memorials, Vol i<f>* i$u 

From Midfummdr to Hallowmas* 

Every Ox, being primed and well 7 g 

. ftricken, of tjie largeft Boine J * 

Of a meaner Sort 28 

An Ox fat, and of the largeft Bofte 4$ o 

Of the meaner Sort, being tk . 38 o 
Steers or Runts, being primed or well 7 

, iUicken* and large of Bone j ° ° 

Of a meaner Sort 16 o 

Being fat, and of the largeft Bone 25 o 

Being fat, of, % laefcner Sort 21 o 

Heifers and Kjne, being primed and well"} - 

% firicken, and large of Bone . f ° 

Of a meaner Sort i 3 4 

Being fat and Urge of Bone 22 o 

iking fat, of a m&ger Sort 180 

From Hallowmas to Ghriftmas* 

Every Ox, beingfat and lafgfc of Bone 46 8 

iking fat, of a meaner Sort 39 8 

Steers and Runts, being fat and large of) ^ g 

Bone j 

Being fat, of a meaner Sort 22 8 

Heifers and Kine, being fat and large ? „ 9 

of Bone J 2} 

Qf .a meaner Sort ^ . 19 
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From Chrifbfcs to Shrovetide^ 



i; & 



fcvery Ox, being fat and large of Bone 48 4 

Of a meaner Sort 414 

Steers and RuntSj being fat and large of 1 8 

Bone • . J 4 

Of a meaner Sort 24 4 

From Sheering Time to Michaelmas- 



fevery Weather, being a Shear-Sheep, leanl. 

and large of Bone 5 * 

Of a, meaner Sort 2 

Being fat and large of Bone 4 

Being fat, of a meaner Sort 3 

Ewes, being lean and large of Bone 2 

Being lean, of a meaner Sort 
Being fat and large of Bone 



4 

6 



o 20 
2 d 



From Michaelmas to Shrovetide. 

Every Weather, being a Shear-Sheep, "> 

lean and large of Bone J ? * 

Being lean, of a meaner Sort 2 4 

Being fat and large of Bone 4 4 

Being far, of a meaner Sore 3 4 
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Rates fit upon Provifiom Anno T550, the 
fourth of King Edward VI. in the Time 
of a Dearth. 

Strypes Ecclefiaftical Memorials, Vol. 2* p. 223. 
From tie Feafi of All Saints next enfuing. 

The 'Quarter. 

/. s. & 

White Wheat of the beft Sort o 13 o 

White Wheat of the fecond Sort, and 

Red Wheat of the beft Sore 
All other Wheat, as well White, Red, 
and Grey, of the meaneft Sort, notf-o 8 o 
clean or tailed j 

Malt, clean and Tweet, of the beft Sort o 100 
Malt of the fecond Sort 080 

Rye of the beft and cleaneft o 7 • 

Rye of the fecond Sort o 60 

Barley of the beft Sort op© 

Of the fecond Sort 070 

Beans and Peafe of the beft Sort 050 

Of the fecond Sort 030 

Oats of the beft Sort, clean and fweet o 40 
Accounting eight Bufhels to the Quarter. „ 

The Pound. 

A Pound of fweet Butter not above id. oh. o o 
Barrelled Butter of Effex not to be ) 

fold to any of the King's Sub* > o oh. di. j. 

jc&s above ) 

And barrelled Butter of any other? t ~ * 

Parts S° 0t * ° * 

Cheefe 
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Cfreefe of EJfex, to be fold from 7 , ,. 

HaStmntastilt New-years Crop f° ob ' *• *• 
Cheefe of other Parts not above o cb. o y. 

i 

Strype utfupra, p. 341. 

September 5, 1552, in time ot Scarcity the fol- 
lowing Rates, by Proclamation, fet upon Flefli : 

Beef, Mutton, and Veal, the beft, for a Penny- 
Farthing the Pound* 

Necks arid Legs at three Farthings the Pound. 

The beft Lamb eight Pence the Quarter. 

Such as refufed to fell at thefe Rates to forfeit 
their Freedom for ever. 

* ► 

Jtepofitory of Original Strype'i Ecclefiajlical 
Memorials, Vol 2 . p* 1 4 3 . 

A Table, making mention of certain Prices made 
by the King's Majefiy's Juftker, of all kinds 
ej Corn, and fundry other Necejfaties, 

Cornwall* 
A Bufiiel of Wheat. " — 

^ CStretm } tMenwand- This is 

-<<Ldmcefton £3*. $d. < twelve Gallons to 
(Saltafbe •> (the Bufcel. 

^Slyskerde 7 , J Sixteen Gallons to 

^Uawe _f4* 8 ' Ithe Bulhel. 



fBodmjn ^ 
I Loftuthjel 



N 



I Tregony I I _. • _ , 

^ <{ Trerewe I c f j. 8 d. < Eighteen f GaUons to 



St. Columbe 
Penryn 
{.Ptdftno 



the Bulhel. 
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MjNflftoH \ . ■ Cfhis is a 

3 \Rtdru)tbe$ *'• ° * i Meafure ftfll. 

A Bufhd of Barley. 

fBodmyn "1 
ILofluthiel I 

1&. Cohimbe " 
Pemjn 
^Pttdftcw 
» $ Helftm \ 5 s. 
< \Redruythe J" It (hquld be 15 A 
Launcefion 

*te- > ** 

JJ{ [Strctton \ 12 d. 
A BufHel of Oits. 



^<raajtrw ^ *v ». - tykntviani. The Meafure 
(Lojiuthiel V ' f of Oats is great, and not 
Leskyrd ) <[ »t one Size, bwt in feme 

j Places mors than in d- 




una \: _ q j I tf 1 

&&0 • C • fc 



ers. 
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Wine. A Gallon of the beft Gafcoat 6 4> 

Linen"? A v . fJDowlas?*/. 
GlothH^^ll^ckefam?^ 



Hides 
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H *W* iThe Hide JOx 6 s. 8 J. 

VD ? nr v °t^ evieT y jS*w 4.^ 4^ or 3 *• 4 rf. ., 
ne<1 JJ Ctfeifer 3 x- 4 <£ pr 2 f- « rf.- 

Shop Leather j" A Dyck of feather,. vi%.\ , • ' 
well tanned c two 'Hides at the* leaft, S * 
A Foot of clowte Leather 3 /. 
A Pa^tof Man's Shoes 10 d. or 1 1 d. 
A Parr of Woman's Shoes 6 d. or 7 d. 
A Pair of Boots, the beft, 3*4^. 

Thus -far we have foHow'd Mr. 5frjy*, and, by 
what h*is been f^'d, piay ea/ily difcero hpw far t'h&t 
wofcdefful Wifdom % him a^gh^ to this King 
extended, of wftieh enough has been faid, and 
thefefbre we wJH leave that Author. * 

Among all the M§$. in the : Cptton Library quo- 
ted under other Kings, we have nothing concer-* 
nir\g this .Edward. VT. but thefe few Words: 
BdvotfJ VI- befides Tonnage and Poundage for 
Life; ' j^nno 1, receiVd of his Lay Subjects fix F7f- 
teeftths, '^nd of boith^j^reeSubfidie^ leaving ontf-'of 
' the Temporality ungather'cl, which' his Sifter Queen 
Mary, remitted when flie came to the Crown. 

The Tonnage and Poundage faid above to have 
been given to this King for Life was thus: Of 
every Tun of Wine 3 s. of every Tun of fweet 
Wine 3 /. ovefr and above the aforefaid 3 /. that is 
in all 6 s. of every Aulne of Rhenifh Wine 1 2 d. 
The Poundage was 12 d\ in the Pound of the Value 
of all Goods imported or exported'; and 12 d. m 
the Pound over and above the aforefiid 12 </. to be 
paid by Merchants Aliens for a,U Tin and Pewter 
by them' exported. Excepting out of this Sub/idy 
all nunner of woollen Ooth of Englijh Make to be 
exported, and all manner of Wool, Wool- Fells, and 

Q 4 * Hides 
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HidfS and $acks of Leather exported, aod all man*r 
oer of Wines, fre(h Fifli, and Cattle imported. 

The Subfidy from Wool was 33 i. 4 d, of every 
Sack of Wool $ and of every two hundred forty 
bfc Wool-Fells 3 3 /• 4 d- and for every Laft of Hides 
and Backs 3 /. 6 s. Bd. For every Sack of Wool 
exported by Strangers $1 6u%d. and for every 
two hundred forty of WqoI- Fells 3 I. 6 s.JLd. and 
for every Lafl of Hides and Backs 3 /. 1 3 j. 4 J, 

The Subfidy granted by the Qergy, in the fe- 
cond Year of this King's Reign, was of 6 s. in the 
Pound, according tp tlje Value of every fpiritual 
Promotion. 

The Relief granted by th$ Laity in his third 
Year, tp continue by the Space of three Years, wq,s 
of ervery Perfon worth ten Pounds or upwards, in 
Money, Goods, Cattle, &c. 12 d. in the Pound. 
And of every Alien worth 29 s f and under iq /. 
1 2 d> for $very Pound, 

Thus it appeals that this King, thcr he took £s 
piuch 4s he could from Churches of what his Fa- 
ther had left* yet the Kingdom favM nothing by it, 
the Taxes being laid every Year of his Reign, and 
for his Life : But to fpeak the Truth, it is more 
for his Honour to own he was an Infant, and a&ed 
as fuch, or rather did not a& at all, thofe who 
governed for him doing all that was done, than with 
other Writers to <;ry him up for a Sfilomm y without 
(he leaft Reafpn, and by that means to render him 
guilty of all thg fhameful Anions of his iqipptent 
Reign, which were owing to wicked Minifters 
feeking tjieir own Advantage, without the leaft 
Regard either to the King or his Subje&s. I 
think myfelf much more this King's Friend, tluui 
thofe that extol him as a Prodigy in Knowledge, 
and yet doing nothing that (how'd him capable <jf 
governing. ♦ Let his Minifters bear their own Ini- 

quities. 
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quitics, his Innocence is much better (hown by 
owning him what he was, than for crying him up 
for what be was not. In tbort, from nine Years of 
Age to fixteen, no great Matters can be cxpe&ed 
from the forwarded Boy in the Univerfe, efpecial- 
ly as to that folid Judgment which is required for 
the Government of a Nation. Thus we will al- 
low him his belt Character ; that his tender Yean 
render 'd him incapable of Rule, and therefore no 
way to be charg'd with any Mifcarriagcs that hap- 
pened in his Time ; and fo having endeavoured to 
clear his Reputation, whereas others by their Com- 
mendations do only lay an Imputation upon it, we 
leave him to proceed to his Sifter, 

Q, MARY, 

ELdeft Daughter to King Henry VIII. and half 
Sifter to King Edward VI- nothing like either 
of them ; for they both took all they could from 
the Church, and (he reftor'd to it all that was in 
her Power. Our great Antiquary Cambden gives 
this Cha rafter of her : That (he was a Princeft 
never fufficiently to be commended of all Men, for fiom 
and religious Demeanor, her Commiferation towards the 
Poor, and her Munificence and Liberality towards the 
Nobility and Clwrchmen. In his Introduction to his 
Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth. 

Dr. White Kennet, in his Parochial Antiquities of 
Ambrofden and Bupcefter, p. 439. gives an Account 
of Queen Marys Piety and Juftice, in reftoring aU 
that was in her PofTeffion to the Clergy, which the 
Curious may fee there. 

Our Cotton MSS. fcarce take any Notice of her ; 
only one fays, that in the firft of her Reign (he re- 
mitted a Subfidy of the Temporality granted by 

Par- 
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Parliament to her Brother juft before his Death, fo 
that he had not time to receive it, and fhe was wil- 
ling to eafe the People of that Burden. All that 
fhe had during her Reign is thus fumm'd up in that 
MS. Tonnage and Poundage, Anno printo, for Life ; 
a Loan, Anno tertio ; fire fifteenths ot the Commons* 
and of them and the Clergy three Years Subsidies. 

It is fo rare for Princes to remit Taxes already 
granted them by their Subjefts, that this Inftance 
deferves to be taken notice of,- and the more, be- 
caufe it was her own voluntary Aft arrd Deed, be- 
ing done firft by Letters Patents ,• yet afterwards, 
-that it might not want the greateft Solemnity, tKe 
(aid Letters Patents were confirmed by Aft of Par- 
liament, which Aft, as Angular, is very well 
worth inferring in this Place, for ;h£ more Certain- 
ty of the Truih. 



Anno i MariXy Sefjio fecttnda. 
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Am Act for the Releafe of the lafi Subjtdj of the Ten*- 

porality. 

u Whereas the Queen's Highnefs,. our Sovereign 
■ u Lady, by her Grace's Letters Patents, fealed 
** with the Great Seale, bearing Date th? firft D^y 
* of September laft paft, reciting, whereas in the 
m Parliament holden the feventfi Yeere of the Reigp 
€t of the excellent Prince, our late Sovereign I^ortt 
m King -Edward VI. her Highneffe Jirother, th^re 
* c was granted by Aft pf Parliament unto the fanre 
late King two Difmes and two Fifteens, anH 
one Subfidy of four Shillings of. the Pound, tp 
€€ bejaifed and levied of the Manofs, Lands, pna 
** Tenements ; and two Shillings eight Pence of the 
cc Goods and Chattels of his late Subjefts ; which 
f • Grants jwere then due unto her Highn&fe by the 

" faid 



ft 
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* 'faid Afte; her Majefly, for the Considerations 
** expreffed in. the faid Letters Patents, of her 
v meere Grace and great Clemencie, for the Re- 
** Uefe and Succour of her faid Subjects, did freely, 
** for her, her Heires and Suoceflbrs, pardon and 

* remit unto her faid Subjects, and their Heires 
" and Executors, the faide Subfidy of four Shillings 
H the Pound ; and two 'Shillings eight Pence the 
** Pound, granred in the raid Parliament, as by the 
w - faid Letters Parents more at large it doth a,nd 

* may appeare. Which Letters Patents were by 
her Highnefle Commandment publiflied and pro- 

* claimed throughout this Realme- 

' "•* Our faid Sovereign Lady the Queens, upon 
** her further gracious Re'fpea and efpecial Love, 
" towards her' fayde Sobjsflp, and for. the avoii 
** ding ofall "Doubts and : Q»eItions which might 
** arife or be moved of tfyf Validity ayd Forpe of 

* the faid Letters Patents, fet forth by Proclama-i 
** tion, as is aforefaid, is pleafen and contented^ 
*' that her fa^dgracipus Rcroiffion of \he (aid ■ Sub- 
*' fidies be ratihed and confirmed by Authoririe of 
_ w Parliament. -C|rtrK;»t£ It cnaBiH,"bp tH 

" affent of the Lo?tsa ^pfrltual anp %m* 

* powl, aiio the Commons iti tU# frrfent 
." JSarimment cOVim-iei. aim \>p tU an* 
" thojftte of trie fflw< t|at til tot? WW 
'* mston nrfomtiaa& l 'Bt$ti!*. ' "taw 
(t Ci)?po;n, t*Wt pftfre; -&w <£rc- 
«* cutojs, una aomtfifffcaro:^, Late 
" «wi=feBv, Uibufi flj&uM 0? g bate 
u p.ufl mip %>uw, 01 &s$i? of ,-ftj 
** the filfO ^utifiov cf-fwir: e i th? 
** 'l?'.m;'.B,ainitGio& h ;pf:^s 1:3 ctf)2 
" f&mtft, niantcc tn 'tb* fato ittta* 
«< mint; *;ofo; a- . otnv.it'Scr I Uftft 
" of'Lanw, GwBfc, CframUfc - «wfe 
- "toucbtaff 
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" toucbtog o; concerning tbe $apment of 
" anp ®um oj £>utn* of aftmcp, fo? o? bp 
*' reafon of tbe $?ant of tbe fatD dubOop, 
" (ball be thereof cleereiv acquitted and Dff* 
" cbargco agaiuff tbe Cliieeiw0 ^igbncOe, 
" fact pefreo and &ucceu~o?0. Cmuto?* and 
«* 3lOmtoiftratO20, to all Retort* anD ©ut* 
" pofc0, as (f tbe fain Set of ®?ant of ttic 
<c fain dubQdp bad nebec beene bad no; 
" made. 

. « Provided always, tbat tbf0 ftetent 3(t (ball 

* not extend to df rebate e anp ^rtfon oj 
" $>etfoh0, 'Bodfe* Jpoltttke anD Cojpojar, 
u of oj fo? tbe Papmcnt of anp &um o; 
" Sum* of a&onep, tobfeb (0, ougbt, 02 
u foail be Cue unto her fcfgbntfle, fart fccfrtf 
" 0? ducceffotf, fo? tbe ttoo jfffteen* and 
" D(fmc0 gianted to tbe fatbe late fttag 

* bp tbe (aid 3iap, anp tbtog in tbf* 38e 
V contained nottorttbaanoing- 

. The firft Grant to this Queen was in the fame 
firft Year, wherein the Revenues of the Crown be- 
ing entirely exhaufted by Her Brother and her Fa- 
ther, it appear'd that fhe was absolutely unable to 
maintain a Force to guard the Seas; the Parlia- 
ment therefore granted her Tonnage and Poundage 
•f divers Merchandize for Life ; and, what is well 
worth obferving, the A&. begins with thefe follow- 
ing Words, which Style has been fincc much alter 'd. 
They are thus : 

In tbeir moft humble wife, Jbevien unto' jour mofl ex- 
cellent Majetie, jour foore and obedient Subjects and 
Commons, &c. and fo they go on acknowledging 
that the (ame Subfidy of Tonnage and Poundage 
had been enjoy'd by her Predeceflbrs, the Kings 
•f England, time out of mind* Then they proceed 

with 
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With the fame Style of /oar Commons* The Sub- 
fidy of Tonnage was thus : 

Of every Tan of Wine coming, or that fhall or is 
comen into this your Realme by way of Merchan- 
dise, the Sum of 3 s. and fo after the Rate. And 
of every Tun of fweet Wine, as well Malmefie as 
other, 3 s. over and above the 3 /• afore granted* 
And of every Awne of Rhemjb Wine 11 d. 

The other Subfidy, call'd Poundage, was of all 
manner of Goods and Merchandizes of every Mer- 
chant, Denizen and Alien, carried out of the Realm 
or brought into the fame by way of Merchandize, 
of the Value of every 20 /. of the fame Goods 
and Merchandizes 12 d. and of every 20 /. in 
Value of Tin and Pewter Veflel, carry 9 d out of 
the Realm by any and every Merchant Alien, 
lid. over and above the 12 d. aforefaid. 

Out of this Aft of Subfidy is excepted all 
woollen Cloth made in England, and all Wool, 
Wool* Fells, and Hides and Backs of Leather, car- 
ry'd out ; and all Wines, and all manner of frefh 
Fife, and Beftial coming into this Realm. 

And they at the fame time granted one other 
Subfidy of all manner of Wool, Wool-FeHs, and 
Leather, carry 'd out of the Realm, that is 9 of 
every Merchant Denizen of and for every Sack of 
Wool 3 3 /» 4 (L and for every two hundred and 
forty Wool-Fells 33 /. j\d. and of and for every 
Laft of Hides and Backs, of every Merchant De- 
nizen, 3/. 4 j.. 8 J. and alfo of every Merchant 
Stranger, as well thofe already made Denizens, as 
that fhall be made Denizens, for every Sack of 
Wool 3 /. 6 s. 8 d. and of and for every two hun- 
dred and forty Wool-Fells 3 /. 6 s. 8 d. and alfo 
for every Laft of Hides and Backs 3 /. 131. 4 d. 

In cafe of attempting to defraud the Queen of 
-thefe Dues, the Goods to be forfeited, the one 

Moiety 
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Moiety to her Majejty, ?rid the mother Moiety \4 
the Perfon or Perfons fc'mng. 

Among the reft o£ the pious . Alts df King 
Edward VL in his laft Tear having fupprefsM the 
tnoft noble Biftroprick i£\D*)ham> .a#d fejVd all ths. 
Lands of the fame into his own or ihe Hands of 
his Favourites ; the Queen* abhorring, fueh facrir 
legious PdfTcffions, immediately after her Aeceffioa 
to the Crown rcftor'd all to its fonfter Condition ; 
and that her Reftitution Might fremaift the f$or* 
firm and irrevocable, had the fa&e eonfiflm'd by 
Aft of Parliament* in the fecond Parliament of her 
firft Year. 

The Queen, to rid her Hands of all that aqy 
way belonged to the Church, in like manner rejec- 
ted all Firft Fruits, and Tenths of fpiritual and 
ecclefiafticai Promotions, and all Reftories and 
Parfonages impropriate ; and to put all fuch things 
entirely out of her own Hands, caus'd all to be 
confirm'd by Aft of Parliament of the third Ye*£ 
of her Reign. She certainly never thought her 
Confciencc fafe whilft any thing belonging to thfe 
Church remained in her Hands ; and therefore hec 
firft Care upon afcending the Throne was not to 
defile hcrfelf with any fach Treafiire, and to ci*- 
deavour to deprive her Succcffors of that Infe3ion# 
by paffing the Reftitution into a Law- But her 
Succeflbr regarded not fuch Niceties* 

iThe fame third Year the Qergy panted he* 
Kfajefty a Subfidy, which was alio confirm'd by 
Ad of Parliament. This Subfidy was of fix Shit- 
lings in the Pound, to be taken and levied of all 
their fpiritual Promotions within .the Term of 
three Years next enfuing. This Subfidy granted 
by the Clergy, in consideration of the great and 
ample Benefits received of her Goodnds and Mu- 
nificence ; and payable by every Archbifiiop, Be 

(hop* 
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ftop, Dead, Archdeacon, Prebendary, Ptavdkf 
Matter of a College, Matter of an Hftfpifal, Par- 
Yon, Vicar, and every other Perfon or Perfons, of 
whatfoever Name or Degree he or they be, ed* 
jdyihg any Spiritual Promotion, or other temporal 
Poffeffions to the fame fpiritual Promotions 4IH 
nex'd, not now divided or Separated by ABk a£ 
Parliament, or otherwife, from the Pofleffions d£ 
the Clergy. 

For the tr&e and certaii) Knowledge of the year- 
ly Value of every fuch fpiritual Pfoffiotidn, thfr 
Payment fhall be made according to the EUtc, 
Taxation, Valuation, and Eftimation, remaining in 
the Courts of the Firft-Fruits and Tenths, and rf 
the Exchequer. But the Payment of the fix Shil- 
lings in the Pound to be made in three Yeats* thtt 
is, two Shillings every Year. 

A8 PerfonS hairing Penfiuss out of toy of the 
late diffolv'd Monafteties, Colleges, Free-Chapels, 
Ghahtriefc, Fraternities* Guilds, and Hofpitals* c£ 
of any other Dignity or Promotion diflbUr'd, to 
jtey in like manner fix Shillings in the Pound out of 
ftch Penfions. 

htm, Every ftipendiary Prieft, receiving atmtaai 
Stipend of eight Pounds and under, being fto Per- 
petuity, to pay fix Shillings eight Pence yearly 5 
every fuch Prieft receiving abbve eight Pounds, 
and not above ten Pounds, to pay ten Shillings ; and 
every fuch Prieft receiving above ten Pounds, and 
not above twenty Marks, ro pay thirteen Shillings 
four Pence yearly, during the faid three Years ; and 
every fuch Prieft taking Stipend above twenty 
Marks, to pay Hkewife two Shillings of the Pound 
of every Year during the faid tbreie Years* 
^Provided that every Parfon tit Vicar, whofe Bene- 
fice & Above the Value of five Pounds, and not 
QbwQ fix Pounds thuifttA Shillings four Peace, 
1 after 
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after the Rate of the late perpetual Tenth, fluff 
pay every Tear of the faid three Tears only fix 
Shillings eight Pence, as the faid Stipendiaries dty 
and not otherwjfe. . 

And that all other ParfonS and Vicars^ Whofe 
Benefices be of the Valuation of five Pounds of 
under, after the Rate of the faid perpetual Tenth; 
{ball not be charged or chargeable with this Subfidy^ 
or any Part thereof. 

The Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge tx+ 
cmpted from this Subfidy. 

The fame Tear a Subfidy was granted to the 
King and Queen by the Temporality, in following 
manner, that is, of every Perfon born within the 
Queen's Dominions, and of every Fraternity, 
Guild, Corporation, Myftery, Brotherhood, and 
Commonalty, worth five Pounds, and under ten 
Pounds, for every Pound, as well in Coin and the 
Value of every Pound, that fuch Perfon, Fraterni- 
ty, &c. hath of their own, as alfo Plate, Stock of 
Merchandize, Corn, and Blades, Houfhold-ftufly 
and all Moveables, excepting their juft Debts, and 
all Apparel, eight Pence of every Pound to and 
for the firft Payment of the faid Subfidy ; and other 
eight Pence of every Pound for the fecond Pay- 
ment* 

Every Perfon, Corporation, &c. worth teti 
Pounds, and under twenty Pounds, as aforefaid, to 
pay twelve Pence of each Pound for the fiift Pay- 
ment, and twelve Pence for the fecond Payment. 
And every Perfon and Corporation, &c. worth, as is 
aforefaid, twenty Pounds, and fo upwards, to pay 
fixteen Pence for the firft Payment of the Subfidy, 
and fixteen Pence for the fecond Payment. 

Every Alien to pay to this Subfidy, for every 
Pound to five Pounds, eight Pence at each Pay- 
meat i and for every Pounds from five to tea 

founds, 
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Pounds, for each Payment twelve Pence. And 
from ten to twenty Pounds, of each Pound at 
each Payment eighteen Pence; and for twenty, 
and all above, two Shillings. 

And for ,L ar «ds, &c. to the yearly Value of 
twenty Pounds per Annum y two Shillings in the 
Pound at each Payment; and each Alien three 
Shillings in the Pound at each Payment. 

From Payment of this Subfidy the whole Coun- 
ties of Northumberland, Cumberland, IVejlmerland, 
the Towns of Berwick upon Tweede, and Nevxaflle 
upon Ttne y and the Bifhoprick of Durham, were en- 
tirely exempted. 

There were alfo excepted all the Inhabitants of 
the Counties^ of Pembroke, Carmarthen, Cardigan, 
Glamorgan, Brecknock, Radnor, Montgomery, Denbigh, 
Flint, Merioneth, Anglefej, Camay van, and the Coun- 
ty Palatine of Chefier, that wg:c charged or charge- 
able with a Duty call'd a Mifc 

The Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge^ and 
Eaton College, alfo particularly exempted* 

The fourth and' fifth Year another Subfidy was 
granted by the Clergy, and confirmed by Ad of 
Parliament ; but it extended only throughout the 
Province of Canterbury, all that of Tork not appea- 
ring to have granted any thing. The Subfidy was 
of eight Shillings in the Pound, to be levy'd in 
four Years, that is, two Shillings every Year. 

All the Particulars, as to the manner of Pay- 
ment, and as to Exemptions, being exa&ly the 
fame as in the laft Subfidy of the Clergy, the fame 
need not be repeated* - 

The fame Year the Temporality granted a Sub- 
fidy and One Fifteenth, which they declare to be 
for carrying on the War againft the French and the 
Scots; towards that Expence they, (tho* the Title 
fays only one Fifteenth) here grant one whole Fif- 

R tecnth 
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teenth and Tench. The fame to be paid, taken, 
and levy'd, of the moveable Goods, Chattels, and 
other things, ufual to fuch Fifteenths and Tenths, 
to be contributory and chargeable within the 
Shires, Cities, Boroughs, Towns, and other Places 
of the Realm, in Manner and Form aforetime ufed, 
except the Sum of fix thoufand Pounds thereof, 
fully to be deducted, in Relief, and Comfort, and 
Pifcharge, of the poor Cities, Towns, and Boroughs, 
of the Realm,* &c. 

And furthermore, they did at the fame time 
give and grant one entire Subfidy* to be rated, 
tax'd, levy d, and paid, at one whole and entire 
Payment, of every Perfon Spiritual and Temporal, 
according to the Tenor of this Ad ; that is, of 
every Perfon, Guild, Fraternity, tjc. worth five 
Pounds, two Shillings eight Pence of every Pound* 
Every Alien to pay five Shillings four Pence for 
every Pound. 

For Lands and real Effedts, four Shillings to 
be paid of every Pound by Natives ; and eight 
Shillings of every Pound by Aliens. 

This is fo very much in all Particulars like the 
former Aft of Subfidy, that no more need be here 
faid of it ; but that, as in the other, the Counties of 
Northumberland, Cumberland, Wefimerland, the Towns 
of Berwick upon Tweede, and Newcaflk ufen Tnte, and 
the Bifhoprick of Durham, were again wholly ex- 
empted from this Subfidy, which was certainly on 
account of their lying fo much exposed, and being 
perpetually wafted and ravag'd by the Setts. The 
fame Exception as in that Aft was alfo in this, for 
the Inhabitants of the Counties of Pembroke, Car- 
marthen, Cardigan, Glamorgan, Brecknock, Radnor^ 
Montgomery, Denbigh, Flint, Merioneth, Anglefey, Cox- 
nar*oan, and the County Palatine of Cbefler, which 
were liable to pay the Duty call'd the Mife. 
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' 'this is as much as I can find of Taxes rais'd 
during this Queen's Reign. Now how to make up 
the five Fifteenths abovemention'd in the Cetton MS. 
as granted by the Commons, I am entirely at a 
Lofs, as I am apt to think the Writer of that MS. 
would be, had he been put to it ; but Prejudice 
very often leads Men afide, and makes them de- 
liver Things as Truths, Which they know nothing 
of; nay, very often fuch as they well know to be 
falfe. 1 dq not pofitively affirm the AfTertion of 
the five Fifteenths to be falfe ; however, at the 
fame time, after the raoft diligent Enquiry I can 
find no fuch Number of them, and foall therefore 
leave it to more knowing Perfons to make good 
that AfTertion, if there be any Truth in it ; or if 
not, they will do as much Juftice in not fuflering 
the Publick to be imposed on by what is falfe. 
That Queen, tho' foe never deferv'd k^ had and- 
has many bitter Enertiies, who did and do Aill 
make it their Bufinefs to caft all the Dirt they can 
at her, in hopes that fome will Hick. 

I (hall conclude what relates to this Queen, with 
a few Lines concerning her, taken from the moft 
inveterate of her Enemies, John Fox, who being 
fuch, tho' he has heap'd an immenfe Multitude of 
notorious Falfooods in bis Volumes, tfrhere it was 
to ferve his Turn, it is likely he would not do it 
to the Honour of a Queen, whom he ever made it 
his Bufinefs to (lander* He tells us, that in the 
Month of March, in the fecond Year of her Reign, 
foe calTd to her WtUiam Lord Marquefs of Win* 
cbefier, Lord High Treafurer of England ; Sir Robert 
Rjcbefttx, her Comptroller ; Sir JVtUum Petri, Secre- 
tary ; and Sir Francis Inglefield, Mafter of the Wards, 
all of them of her Privy Council, and fpoke to 
them as follows : " You are here of our Council, 
" and we have willed you to be called to us, to 
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u the Intent yc might hear of me my Confcience, 
" and the Refolution of my Mind, concerning the 
H Lands and Pofleflions, as well of the Monaftc- 
u ries, as other Churches whatever, being now 
c< presently in my Poflefllon. Firft, I do confider 
(C chat the faid Lands were taken away from the 
" Churches aforefaid in time of Schifm , and 
C( that by unlawful Means, fuch as are contrary 
u both to the Law of God and of the Church. 
€t For the which Caufe my Confcietice doth not 
f< fuflfer me to detain them ; and therefore I here 
" exprefly refufe either to claim or to retain the 
4< faid Lands for mine ; but with all my Heart* 
u freely and willingly, without all Pa&ion or 
" Condition, and before God, I do furrender and 
" rclinquifh the faid Lands and Pofleflions or Inhe- 
" ritances whatfoever ; and do renounce the fame 
* c with this Mind and Purpofe, that Order and 
u Difpofition thereof may be taken as (hall feem 
u beft liking to our moft holy Lord the Pope, or 
" elfe his Legate the Lord Cardinal, to. the Ho- 
* c noiir of God and Wealth of this our Realm. 

" And albeit you may objed to me again, that 
" confidcring the State of my Kingdom, the Dig- 
" nity thereof, and my Crown Imperial, cannot be 
" honourably maintained and furnifii'd without 
€c the Pofleflions aforefaid ; yet notwithftanding I 
€t fet more by the Salvation of my Soul than by 
u ten Kingdoms ; and therefore the faid PoffeA 
" (Ions I utterly refufe here to hold after that Sort 
" and Title, and give moft hearty Thanks to 
" Almighty God, who hath given me an Husband 
" likewife minded with no lefs good Afie&ion in 
<c this behalf than I am myfelf. Wherefore I 
charge and command, that my Chancellor, 
(with whom I have conferred my Mind in this 
* Matter before) and you four, tomorrow, toge- 
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* thcr do refort to the moft 'Reverend Lord Legate, 
** and do fignify to him the Prcmifes in my Name, 
" and give your Attendance upon him for the 
* € more full Declaration of the State o£ my King- 
" doitiy and of the forefaid Pofleflions according- 
" ly, as you yourfeives do underftand the Matter, 
€l and can inform him in the fame. 

This is a fufficient Demonilration of Queen 
Mary's heroick Chriftianity, which regarded no 
worldly Crowns or lntereft where Confcience flood 
in the way ; but many will be offended to hear her 
well fpoken o£ and therefore we will proceed to 
the next. 



Q. ELIZABETH, ' 

HALF Sifter to Queen Mary, but nothing lik^ 
to her in Temper ; Mary refigning what the 
People had given her Brother, and cafting from her, 
as if infected, all that both her Father and Brother 
had left her belonging to the Church ; Elizabeth 
immediately feizing all thofe farced Spoils again, 
and adding many to them, wreftcd from Bifhop*- 
ricks, and other Ecclefiaftical Benefices. She had 
much more of her Father, fhe grafp'd at all, and 
never en quir'd into the manner of- taking, Cq it 
might be. had; but I {hall not fay much of her any 
otherw;ife than in relation to her Treafury, that is, 
her Income, and the feveral Ways by which (he 
had it. Among all fhe Cotton MSS. none 'but one, 
fil. 9> t njentions her, and that fo fparingly as if the 
Autho^ were alham'd to fpe»k all J?e knew > for 
fuch )V is she Efled of Partiality, whprp it does nos 
quite falfify, at le*ft tq;iupp?efs the Truth. The 
Wo?4$ of ic are thus 1 
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Her Sifter of happy Memory (that u> Elizabeth 
Sifter to Queen Mary) fucceeding, befides divers 
Loans of her People, and others in foreign Parts 
(as Anno £. when IViUiam Herl was difpatch'd into 
Germany, to take up at Intereft, for fix Years, great 
Sums of Money) ; the like Anno 18, from the Mer- 
chants oiCokgv and Hamborcugh^ upon Bond of the 

City of London ; and again of and Palla- 

uicin, upon the former Security, ftrengthned with 
the Atfiirance alfo of many of her chiefeft Coun- 
fellors. And by the Grant of her Subje&s thirty- 
eight Fifteenths, twenty Subfidies of the Commons, 
and eighteen Tenths of the Clergy ; all which to- 
gether rofe to a Sum of two Millions eight hun- 
dred thoufand Pounds. "Tbm that MS* 

Let us now come to Particulars, and begin 
where Queen Mary began, that is, where (he be- 
gan to reftore to the Church, and where Queen 
TLliuxbeth began by raking all from it again, and 
that particularly in the Cafe of the Firft-Fruits 
and Tenths, which we will now mention as briefly 
as may be. 

The A& for revetting the Crown under Queen 
Elizabeth in the Firft Fruits and Tenths, firit re- 
cites all the Statute of 2d Hen. VIII. which gave 
thofe ecclefiaftical Revenues to that King ; it then 
goes on mentioning feveral other A6te of that 
King, and of his Son King Edward Vh for ef^a- 
blifhing the fame, and for ere&ing Courts of Firft- 
Fruits and Tenths- Next it (hows Queen -Mary* 
religious* Mind in rejefting all thofe Advantages, 
and therefore fays (he was more zealous than poll-* 
tick, which muft be indeed allowed ,* for humane 
Policy is for feizing all, whether right or wrong ; 
whereas- religious Zeal reje&s all worldly Intereft, 
where it carries the leaft (hotf of Injuftice. But to 
return to this A& : Having repeated all as above, it 

then 
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then proceeds to repeal that A3 of Queen Mary* 
and to give Queen Elizabeth all the Tenths, as 
they had been formerly given to her Father, to that 
efed reviving the Statute made in Favour of him 
in the twenty-fixth Year of his Reign. Ifhey alfo 
give her the Advowfons, Gifts, and Patronages, of 
all Vicarages belonging to any of the Re&ories, 
Parfonages impropriate, that had been in the Pof- 
feflion of Queen Alary > and which fhe had fo gene- 
roufly given away, The Particulars of this Aft 
are too long, and needlefs in our Cafe. However, 
it was provided, that all Grants, Immunities, and 
Liberties, given to the Universities of Cambridge 
and Oxford^ or to any College or Hall in either of 
the faid Universities, and to the Colleges of Eaton 
*nd Wmcbefter> for or touching the Releafe or Dis- 
charge of the faxd Firft Fruits and Tenths: Alfo 
the Dean and Canons of the Free-Chapel of St. 
Gecrge the Martyr at IVindfor, and all their Lands, 
lfrc. fhall be exonerated from Tenths and Firft 
Fruits. Likewife the Revenues of Hofpitals and 
ScImoIs to be exempt from any thing contained in 
this Aft. 

After eftablifliing of Firft Fruits and Tenths 
again, all the Refti tut ions made by Queen Alary 
were rcaflum'd s nothing was left that could turn to 
any Advantage. Bifbopricks were again par'dj 
and it is thought they were once in no fmall Danger 
of being quite chipt to nothing. One great Jeft 
was, that feveral of the ranked Puritans, moft in- 
veterate Enemies to the Church of England, were 
made Bifhops and Deans in that Church, occafio- 
nal Conformity being as well known then as it has 
been fince ; for thofe. Saints could comply where 
the Argument of a considerable Revenue prevail'd*' 
It i& true, that Pra&ice was not then fo univerfai 
as k has been fincc ; but there are new Fafhions it* 
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religious Affairs as well as in Habits, and the Pref- 
bjterians at this Time do not pretend to be fo rigid- 
ly fanftify'd as they did in thofe Days. 

Thofe things (hall be left to fuch as treat upon 
religious Matters, this Subjeft being only of Re- 
venues; they only are hinted at as they fall in 
by adding to or taking from fuch Revenues. We 
will next prefent the Reader with a fmall Paper 
taken out of Weavers Funeral Monuments^ relating 
to the Frauds in the Management of what was 
taken from the Church. It was not improper in 
Weaver y as being a religious Affair ; nor can it be 
thought fo here, as (bowing how the Crown was 
defrauded. 

/In Information s made to Queen Elizabeth, 
by y of the federal Abufes 

and frauds done unto the State General and 
Crown, by the Corruption of fuch as haroe 
been employed by her Father upon the Suppref* 
fion of the Abbeys and Continuance of the 
fa?ne f 

" Part of the corrupt, deceitful, fraudulent, and 
Cf unrighteoufe Dealinge of many Subjefts of this 
Realme at and fince the Visitation and Suppref- 
fion of Abbeyes, which, with all the reft, God 
by his Grace hath made me hate and refufe, and 
u alfo detefte and refifte in others to the utmofle of 
" my fmall Powere, Jvyng contrary to this Com- 
" mandemente of the fecond Table, T'bou {halt not 
*' fteaky whereby the Pofleflions, Revenues, and 
*' Tteafure of the Crowne have byn unmeafurably 
<f robbed and diminyfbed, to the great Offence of 
tf God and Slaunder of the Gofpel, and to the no 
? fipall imppverilbyng? and wpakenynge of the 
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*' imperial Crowne, and utter undoinge of a fcJom- 
bet of your Ma jellies pore Tenants ajid Sub- 
je&s, and fo to the great Slaundere of your Ma- 
u jeftie and withdrawinge of their Harts from you, 
" whofe A&e it is told them to be ; and fo to 
them it femeth, becaufe fome of your Seales be 
at all or moil parte of them, and the Confirma- 
tion of your Head Officers at the refte ; and to 
the uttere fpoyling and undoynge (before God* 
<c and good Men) of a Nomber of lerned Perfones 
u and exelente Witts, who linderflanding that 
(c many before them had byne thereby greatly en- 
" riched and advaunced, and that the Gapp there-* 
" unto, as unto a Vertue, was made wyde open 
u for all without any Eunyfliment, but rather 
" Cpmmendacipns, were and are ftill the eafilier 
overcom by Temptacion of the Wifdofae.of* 
Satane, the World, and the Fleflie, to feek and 
u labour to become riche by like wicked Wayes ; 
<c of whom, as the Nomber is now of late Teres 
*' increafed, fo.alfo deceave they moore fubtillc 
€C and deteftablie, and in more things than ever 
u before- For redreflfe whereof, and of a Norn- 
cc bere of other cunnynge andxlenly Thefts and 
" Decepts which I know, and can in time remem- 
* c ber and difcovere, betide the Multetude out of 
my Compafle fayd by common Brute to be in 
other Calings : There muft be pennede (by* 
" fome Perfones learnede in the La we, that be 
" knowne to hate all kynds of Unrigjiteoufnes) 
*! fome ftrong Ad or Aftes, (to pafle by Pariia- 
" ment, and afterwards to be roundly executed) 
" with great Penalties, Forfeitures, and Ponyfh- 
" ments, to reche unto Lands, Goods, and Bodies 
<c as the Greatnes or the Smalnes of the Cafe 
" {hall require, without the which God will be* 
f - yet more offended, the Gofpell more flaunt 
. * " dered.. 
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deced, the Crownc more impoverefh'd and we* 
kened, your People more undone, your Majefty 

* more (laundered, your Peoples Harts more 
drawne from you, the lerned Pcrfones, and exe- 
lente Witts *of your People more fpoyled, and 
many other partjculer Evills will grow thereby, 

" befides Gods great Strokes, which at length will 
" come without Repentance and Amendment. 
" Whereas that Reformation be had, God will 
u be therin pleas'd, the Gofpelle commended, the 
Crowne enrich'd, your People profited, ther 
Loves towards you encreas'd ; the learned and 
" exelente Wittes enforced from Deceite, to fceke 
c< Prefermente and Welthe by godly and honefte 

* meanes ; and many other things will grow ther* 
" by, betides Gods good Bleffing, which your 
u Majeftie (hall be fare to have for it. 

Deceiftfull and unrighteoufe Dealings, viz. at 
and upon the Visitation and Supprejfum of Ab- 
bey es. 

i. " When the Images of Gold and Silver, &c. 

* with the coftilyt Shrines, Tabernacles, Alteres 
c< and Rood-loftes> and the precious Jewelles, rich 
ff Stones and Perles, ice. belonging to the fame, 
c * and Che Pixes, Phalaces, Patenes, Bafincs, Ewers, 
" Candleftickes, Crewets, Chalices, Senfors, and 
u Multitudes of other riche Vefl'eiles of Gold and 
* f Silver, &c. and the coftly Alter Clothes, Cur- 
u tenes, Copes, Veftments, Aulbes, Tunicles, and 
<c other riche Ornaments, and the fine Linnen, 
u Jette, Marble, precious Wood, Braffe, Iron, 
€C Lead, Belles, Stone, &c. and the HouCbold 
cc Plate,Houfeholde Stuffe, and Furniture of Houfe* 
<c hold, and the Leafes and Chat alt cs, and the 
€€ Horfes, Oxen, Kine, Sheepe and other Cat- 

tell, and the fuperfluous Houfes and Buildings, 
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** and Multitudes of other things that bdong'd to 
** Abbeyes, &c were worth a Million of Gold. 
€t The Salks of the Parte whereof were fo cun- 

* ningty made, and the Prefervation of the reft 
fC fuche,that your Ma jetties Farher,and the Crowne 
<c of England hade in Companion but mean Por- 
u tiones of the fame, of which muche was un- 
* € pay'd by ill Dealinge in many Yeres aftre. For 
** the fynding out of which, and pumfiiyng the 
* f great Decept and Fra&de, thear was not then, 
€€ nether hath thear byne at any time fince, for 
* c the like Evilles afterwards alfo committed to 

* this Day, any good Order, or diligent Labour 
H taken, but let paffe, as though to fynd out and 
€ < punifte &ch Wickednes were no Profite to the 

Prince and Crowne, or good Service to God« 
All which have byne the eafilier let (tip, becaufc 
u perhaps fome of them that (houlde have puny 
u flied undei* the Prince mightalfo be partly guiltie* 
€€ and fo, Ca mee ; Ca thee. 
: "2. hem* where diveres of the Vifitores and 
c< Supprcflbres had afterwards yerly Allowance of 

* Fees, Anoueties, Corodies, tec. graunted by the 
u Abbeyes, &e. to themfelves/ their Servants and 
*' Friends, was it likely that they came by them 
f* withofut Fraude I ' 

" j. Item, the moft Part of the Evedences of 
f( Abbeyes and Nunneries were pilfer'd away r 
iC fold and lofte, as herein following under the 
* € Title of your Ma jellies Tyme more playnlie a p- 
u peareth. 

"4. Itmy Manores, Landes and Tenements, 
u and other Hereditaments were ©ftc foldc at 
"under yerly Rents, by many fubtile Decelpts 
f< and Fraudes. 

" y. Item x many Lands and Tenements, &c. 
ff were . fomeikne j^flde with ^happortenances at 
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<c the old yerly Rents ; but where th$ Woods were 
" unvalued (as ofce they were) the fame went 
" from the Kyng without Recompence, 

u 6. Item, MannoreSj Lands and Tenements, 
u &c. ibid to divers, and afcer the Woods were 
" felled and folde, and the Rents enhaunced, or 
€€ for great Fines leafed out for many Yeres, then 
c< the um^ Manores,L*nds,&c. were rejorned to the 
u Kyng for other Lands that had Plenty of Woods* 
" and . were unenhauncede, and unleafed in all or 
<c in parte, or the Leafcs.were expyred. 

" 7. Item, much Lands and Tenements, and 
" many great Woods, and other Hereditaments 
u were then folde away, wher the Money for the 
" fame by deceptful, Pefraude was not pay in many 
u Yere§ after the due Dayes of Paymente. 

" So likewifc in the time of the Reigne of King 
<c EAwm d the fixth, your Majefties Brother, many 
<c things were done ami fle, though not fo many 
ic and fo great as befooir* 

. <f Exchanges more were then ii* King: Henries 
<c time, and almoft as badde, whereof the Rent9 
<c of many of them mufte needs decaye in a great 
" parte, when that Lea&s (hall end that were 
" made by the Exchangeores, or when their Bonds 
<c made to warrant thos Rents fhall either be loft^ 
<c or not extended. -. - 

" Much Lands, &c* were fold at under Values 
<c by great Decepte of many- # 

And in the fcorte^ tyme of the Reigne of 
Queehe Mary, your Majefties Sitter," many great 
Gifts, Sales and Ewhangesr we rp made, wherein 
<c was great Deceipt and Loffe tq flie Prince and 
<c Crowne* ; - 

<c In your Majefties time, and before, all or tha 
g re a telle parte of ail the Evidences of ,the Lands, 
Pofleffions, and Hereditaments : qf. all the Ah* 
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beyes, &c have by little and little by fraudu- 
lent means been fo pilfered, and folde awaye* 
and fo drawne into many private Men's Handes, 
that there is almoft none of them left to your Ma* 
jetties Ufe ; fo that your Ma jeftie hath nothing 
to mainteyne your Tide yf neede fo requyre, 
but onely the long Pofl'effion, and your ownc Re- 
cords made (ince the Suppreffion, whereof a 
u number of them be gone* 

This Informer (a Man in Authority, as appears 
by the Sequel, of whofe Name I am ignorant) 
proceeds further in the Rehearfal of many more 
Deceipts, Frauds and Corruptions, ufed by divers 
of the Officers of thofe Days, only for their own 
Lucre and Advancement, which are , too many 
here to fet down. 

This firft Year, the Parliament granted to the 
<Jueen a Subfidy of two Shillings eight Pence the 
Pound of moveable Goods, and four Shillings of 
Land, to be paid at two feveral Payments, of every 
Perfon Spiritual and Temporal, towards the better 
furnifhing of her Majefty with Money for the necef- 
lary Charges which fhc was prefently occafion'd to 
fuftain, finding the Treafure of the Realm greatly 
confum'd, and the Revenues of the Crown fore di- 
minith'd. 

Much about the fame time, (he feiz'd all that her 
Sifter had reftor'd to religious Houfes, as* the Pri- 
ory of St. jfolm of Jerufalem near Smitbfield ; the 
Nuns and Friers of the two Houfes of Son and 
Skene, the one Carthufians y ^x\d the other Brigittines, 
parted by the River of Ibames ; the Grey Friers of 
Greenwich, all whofe Lands and Revenues (he took 
to her own Ufe, bcfides many more of lefs ^Jote ; 
but as for IVeftminfter Abbey, (he only took that 
from the Mwks, and gave it to Prebendaries. 

This 
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This fame Tear the Parliament granted the Quecfl 
the Subfidy of Tonnage and Poundage for Lite, a* 
had been before granted to fome of her Predeceffcrs, 
which having been fufficiently fpoken of under them 
needs no other Repetition here. 

There was alfo a Confirmation of a Subfidy and 
•two Fifteenths by the Temporality. 

No more Parliaments appear to have fate from 
the firft till the fifth of this Queen, when therd 
was a Reviver of the Statute of 22 Hen, 8. 12* and 
a and 4 Edw. 6. 1 6. touching relieving the poor and 
impotent Perfons, and punifhing of Vagabonds; 
The Statute cited of Hen. 8. makes no other Pro- 
vision for them, than that they .fhall be allow'd t* 
beg within a certain Precind by Licence from the 
Juftices ; and if any begg'd without fuch Licence, 
or fuch Precind, to be whipp'd. That of the 4th 
of Edw. 6. is much to the fame Effed ; (o that the 
Poor were left to ftarve if they had no Licence 
to beg, and might have no better Fate by beg- 
ging within fuch a Precind, none being oblig'd to 
give. Now comes this pious Reviver ; and indeed 
it is very remarkable, for it (ays thus : The poor and 
impotent Perfons of every Parifh (hall be relieved 
of that which every Perfon will of their Charity give 
weekly. And the fame Relief fhall be gathered in 
every Parifli by Colledors affign'd,and weekly diftri- 
buted to the Poor ; for none of them fhall openly go 
or fit begging. And if any Parifhioner (bail obftinate- 
ly refufe to pay reafonably towards the Relief of 
the faid Poor, or fhall difcourage others ; then the 
Juftices of the Peace at the Quarter-Scffions may 
tax him to a reafonable weekly Sum, which if he 
refufe to pay, they may commit him to Prifon. 
And if any Parifli have in it more impotent poor 
Perfons than they are able to relieve, then the Jufti- 
ces of the Peace of the County may licenfc fo many 
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of them as they (hall think good to beg in one o* 
more Hundreds of the fame County. And if any 
Poor beg in any other Place than he is licenfed, he 
(hall be punifh'd as a Vagabond. 

This fee ins to be (he firft Stacute made for the Re- 
lief of the Poor; for the otheT two,mention*d before, 
only gave them leave 10 beg and ftarve. And this 
indeed is not much better ; for it firft fays, every 
ParUhioner (hall give what in his Charity he will 
weekly ; but then it is left to the Juftices to affefs 
all that will not voluntarily give* So that here is 
a free ABt of Charity forc'd upon the People at the 
Will of the Juftices, under Pain of Imprifonmene. 
But then if the Juftices thought not their own Pa-* 
f ifb Efficient to maintain all the Poof, as many as 
they pleas'd plight be fent to beg and pcrifh in jfuch 
Hundreds as they were pleas'd to affign them. 

This charitable Tax upon the People, tho 9 it 
went not to the Crown, had been occa/ion'd by it, 
which having feiz'd almoft all the Revenues of the 
Church, till then the whole Support of the Poor, 
under Colour pf eafing the Subjects of Taxes, ever 
after increased Its own Impositions, and cntail'd the 
perpetual charitable Tax pf relieving the Poor as 
an Addition to all the reft; and perhaps, considering 
ic never does or is like to ceafe, it is one of the 
heavicft Duties upon the People, efpecially the mid- 
dling fort, who are fure to be affefs'd to the utmoft, 
whilft many of the greateft Eftates bear the lead 
part of the Burden* The Weight of which Duty 
every Houfekeeper is at this time fenfible of* 

This fame fifth Year the Queen had a Subfidy of 
fix Shillings in the Pound granted by the Clergy, to 
be paid in three Years- 

The Temporality alfo granted her a Subfidy aqd 
two Fifteenths* 

Fro© 
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From this fifth till the eighth Year M(re have rftf 
Parliament again, and then in the fa id eighth the 
Clergy granted a Subfidy of four Shillings in the 
Pound, to be paid in three Years. 

The Temporality alfo granted one Subfidy, and 
one Fifteenth and a Tenth. 

Another Chafm follows from the eighth to the 
thirteenth Year, when a Subfidy of fix Shillings in 
the Pound was granted by the Clergy, to be paid in 
three Years. 

And by the Temporality two Fifteenths and 
Tenths, arid one Subfidy. 

The fourteenth Year a Parliament was holden, But 
which is a very great Rarity and very remarkable, 
there does not appear to have been any Tax levy'd- 

The next Seffion was the eighteenth Year, when 
the Spirituality granted a Subfidy of fix Shillings m 
the Pound, to be paid in three Years. 

The Temporality at the fame time give threfc 
Fifteenths and Tenths, and one Subfidy. 

No Seffion again till the 23d Year, when the 
Clergy granted a Subfidy of fix Shillings and eight 
Pence in the Pound, to be paid in three Years. 

And the Temporality a Subfidy and two Fif- 
teenths. 

The twenty feventh Year was the next Seffion, 
at which the Temporality granted a Subfidy of fix 
Shillings in the Pound, to be paid in three Years* 

And the Temporality one entire Subfidy, and 
two Fifteenths. 

Anno 31, the Clergy granted two Subfidies of 
fix Shillings in the Pound, to be paid yearly by two 
Shillings iq the Pound. 

And the Temporality two Subfidies and four 
'Fifteenths. 

In her 3 5th Year, every Pariih was charged with 
a weekly Sum towards the Relief of fick, wounded, 

and 
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4nd maimed Soldiers* . This was no fmajl Impofi- 
tion;.and tho* it did not dire&ly go to the Crown, 
being tp fupport thofe it ought to have fiipported* 
and a Burden upon the Subje&s, it may properly be 
taken notice of here, tho* we (hall infill no farther 
upon in 

The fattw Year the Clergy granted to the Queen 
two Subfidics of four Shillings in the Pound, to be 
paid in two Yearsj 

The Temporality alfo granted her three Subft- 
dies* and. fix Fifteenths and Tenths. Thus there 
was no Occafion.for Parliaments* meeting every 
Year, when the Subsidies, Fifteenths and Tenths 
were heap'd for feveral Years to come* and made 
the lefs Appearance being thus given all at once, 
fhan if they had been fpun out for the peculiat 
Work of every tear. . 

The 39th Year was r^naarkable for that extraofc 
dinary Pie^e of Charity of giving People Leave by 
A& of Parliament to found and ere& Hofpitals fotf 
the Relief of the Poor. Ali the Hofpjtal* in England} 
being a hundred and ten in number, had been before 
thrown down, and their Revenues iqu&uWd ; atrd 
nowr the, wretched Poor My perifhing about, Charity 
reached fo far as to give Leave to reli$ve them, which 
being worth obferving, the more .particular notice 
fhall be taken of it 1 foraowpafs'dj 

An A& fir ert&ing^ ofHofgiialSi fr. Abiding and 
Working Houfesfor the Ppw. 

It is call'd an Aft for #f &ing of JHofpitals, where- 
as in .reality it w^only fojr granting Leave to ereft 
them. In the firft Place; the Ad. mentions that 
above hinted at, for taxing of Pari&cs for Relief 
of maim'dand wounded ^Idiers, and others, which 
it feems had npt Effe#: * For which reafori her Ma- 
jefty.npw granted, t^at it fliould be.eija&ed, and 
accordingly it w*$ ena&ed, that all and every Per- 

S fon 
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/on and Perfcns (eiz'd of an Eftate in Fee fitnpKthcir 
Heirs, Executors, or Affigns, might at their Will 
and Pleafure have full Power and Authority, at any 
time during the Space pf twenty Tears next entil- 
ing, by. Deed enrolled in the High Court of Chan* 
eery, roereft, found and eftablifh one or more Hof- 
pitals/or the finding Suftentation and Relief of the 
maim'd, poor, needy, or impotent People, as to 
fee the Poor to work, to have Continuance for ever, 
and from time to time to place therein foch Head 
and Members, and fuch number of Poor, as to him* 
bis Heirs and Affigns (hall feetn convenient. And 
that the fame Hofpitalsfhall be incorporated,^, and 
ftall be calTd by fuch Name as the Founder fliall 
appoint, and the Came to be a Body Corporate, 
with Capacity, to purchafe, receive, &e- any Lands, 
Tenements, &c. and have Power to fue and be 
filed, and have a common Sea!, 

This was a notable Piece of Charity, to give the 
People Leave to relieve the Diftrtfs'd out of their 
ownEftates.* However, for fear left People feouki 

Sow too extravagant in their Charity, they con- 
t'd them to the Term of twenty Years to come, 
that they might hot after the Expiration thereof be 
lavilh in doing Good. And ft ill farther to prevent 
any fuch Excefs of Piety* it was enaded, that no 
fuch Hofpital or Haufe fbbuld be capable of pot 
feffing above two hundred Pounds per Ammm m 
Lands, Tenements, &c. fo that they were likely to 
be notable Hofpitals with foch a Revenue ; but the 
principal Care it fecms was,tbat the Wealthy ffcould 
got be undone by being over generous in founding' 
fuch Houfcs. This look'd as it the Queen and her 
Parliament had been afiiarcTd to encourage the reflo- 
ring of what her own Father had deftroy'd, and the 
Parliament m his Time had fo readily given him to 
fcjuander away. 
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' - AgPOdPwifb w*$mad« in this AS, that no 
iufcb Incorporation to be founded fiiftll at any time 
hereafter do, <*fiafertob*don*,any A& or Things 
whereby or by mews wJu&cof any of the Lands* > 
Tenements, Hereditaments, Stock, Goods, ot 
Chart* ta of fuch {incorporation, or any Eftatc* In- 
tersil,. pQfleijGQn or Property of or in ighq (amc* «r 
*ny of them* frail be veiled or transferred in or to 
any other whatfaevcr, contrary tt> th< J&4eanigg q£ 
this A& 

This certainly had 4 View to the pretended Sur- 
renders of fuel* Flaw* W.King Hmf VIII. which, 
if tbey had becur^Uy vQlun;^ry, had &iH been 
invalid, a$ was theft w$li knotirn, and therefore were;, 
confined by A#; of Parliament. $q that what was. 
here done for the. Security qf thefe imaginary new 
Hofpitals, was no left imaginary than the Foun- 
dations thcmfelves; fiocc all the Security th$y had 
by thi( A& of Parliament was liable to be made 
void by the near Parliament that ibould think fit (<* 
sodo* 

Th« this Aft wa$ no Impofitipn On th* Subjeft,- 
being (o remarkable for leaving them the Liberty 
of relieving the Poor, or furring thejh to perifhj 
it well defcrves to be taken notice of, to (how what 
wretched Provifion . was thought of for fo many 
Tfaoufands as had been fent abroad, to ftarvc, with- 
out any Maintenance. 

Thi$ puts me in Mind of a notable Girder fet. 
forth j> the 14th tear of this Queen. She being 
ra&rm'd, as wc are told, that certain lewd Perfons, 
tinder Pretence of executing Commiffions for Inqui- 
ries to be made for Lands conceal'dj contrary to 
her Majeftie$ Meaning, challenging Lands, Stocks 
Of Moneys Plate, &£, not forbearing to make Pre* 
tenet to the Sells, L?ad, and other fuch things be- 
longing to Patilh Churches or Chapels ; her Ma- 

$* jeft* 
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jsfty meaning fpeedily to obviate fuchunlawful Prac- 
tices, commanded thataUCommiffions then extanty 
for Inquisition \jof any manner of ConeeaJnaents, 
{bould be b^ SuftrfetUas out of the Exchequer re- 
vok'd, &c. * :' " ■ - • 

• This was,; as tfcc commftn Proverb efrprefles it, 
flnitting the Stable* Door when the Steed was- Rolen* 
AH the Churches had been rotib'd and plundered, 
nothing left ~them<* but bare Walls, and now* ian Or- 
der came forth to prevent their being fbipt. A 
Angular Piece of Providence and Zeal, to forbid 
the* taking aWay of what them was not ! - 
- The fame 39th Year aboK&fpoken of, there was 
a farther Taxation for the Relief 6f Soldiers anid Ma- 
riners, where fufficient was not provided by the 
Statute of the -3 yth of £//p> : : The greater Rate of 
every Parifli to* be tax'd, to be &j. afid the leaft 
is. weekly; wfih further Provifion, if the -Rate be 
not fufficient -for Soldiers arid- Manners in London. 
Thus by degreed came up the Taxes -for the Poor, 
which are now grown up to fuch immenfe Sums, as 
fcarce feem credible, being-afc great a Burden upon 
Jioufekeepers as any other. *± •••" • 

Still this fame Year the 'Qergy granted to the 
Queen three Subfidies of four Shillings in the 
Ifaund, to be paid at fix feveral Days. 

At the fame time the Temporality granted no 
lefe than three entire Subfidies, and fix Fifteenth* 
and Tenths. No doubt but there was little Oc- 
cifion for frequent Parliamfents, when they granted 
their Money fo freely, that it *equir'd fome Years 
to levy the fame before any more could be any 
way ask'd. 

In her forty-third Year an Aft of Parliament 
pafs'd for Confirmation of Grants made. to the 
Queen's Majeily, and of Lettets Patents made by 
her Majefty to others, fine* the twenty- fifth 

Kear 
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Y^ear of her Majefty's Reign, mentioning, ^ thai; 
there had been convey M to her fundry Honoqrsi 
CaiUes, Manors, Lands, Tenements, Rents, Re- 
verfions, Services, and other Hereditaments, by 
and from fundry Perfons and Bodies Politick, as 
well for the Difcharge and Satisfa&ion of great 
Debts and Sums of Money, as far other good 
Considerations- Thefe were the Pretences, and 
they were no other; for had rhofe Lands, &c» 
been legally acquir'd, there had been no Occafion for 
an Aft of Parliament to fecure them ; but they 
were, for the moft part, the Gleanings of the Pa- 
trimony of the Church, which till then bad efcap'd 
either unobfcrv'd, or conniv'd at : But now Men in 
Favour found them out, had them feiz'd for the 
Crown, and then begg'd them for themfelves, as 
had been the Pra&ice in the Reigns of her Father 
and Brother. 

The fame Year followed another Aft for the 
Relief of the Poor, wherein, after Order taken 
for Overfcers, it follows that all Perfons ^ble, bp 
fet to work by the faid Overfeers ,• as alfp that 
they raife weekly, or otherwife, (by Taxation, of 
every Inhabitant, Parfon, Vicar, an<i other} and of 
.every Occupier of Lands, Houfes, Tithes impro- 
priate, Propriations of Tithes, Coal-Mines,^ fir 
•faleable Underwoods, in the Parifli, in fuch com- 
petent Sum and Sums of Money as they (hall think 
.fit) a- convenient Stock of Flax, Hemp, Wool, 
Thread, Iron, and; other Ware and Scuff, tp fet 
the Poor on work ; and alfo competent Sums, .df 
Money for and towards the neceflary Relief of the 
.Lame, Impotent, Old, Blind, and fuch other 
among them being poor and no{ able; to work ; 
and alfo for putting out of Children to be Appren- 
tices, to be gathered out of the fame Parifli, accor- 
ding -to the Atfclity of the fame Parifli, &c. And 

S3 in 
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in ctfc the Parifli is not able to levy among thrtH 
{elves fufficient Sum$ of Money, then two Juflipcf 
are imppwer'd to levy the fame out of any other 
parife or Pariftes within the fame Hundred ; and 
if the Hundred cannpt dp it, the Juftices at the 
Quarter Seffions to levy the fame out of any other 
Fartfh or Pairiibcs within the County, 

In Default pf Payment of the Money affefsM, the 
fame to be levy'd by DiiUefs ; and where no Dif- 
twf? can be had, the Perfons not paying to be com- 
mitted to Prifon. 

By thefe frequent Afts for Relief of the Poor, 
it appears to what a Condition the Country 
was reduf'd ; for no Expedients were fufficient to 
fupport the piftrefs'd, anfl Peoples Hearts were (b 
harden'd, that the Needy pould find no Support, bat 
what was extorted by meer Force of JLaw ; and 
that fp mean, that many ftill perifh'd for Want. 

How little all that the Parliament did in thefe 
Gales avail tl is vifible, in thjtt the very next Aft 
pa&'d in the fame Seffions is again for the necef- 
fary Relief of Soldiers and Mariners. Still ham- 
mering upon this fame Point, *ud little or nothing 
brought to e{fe&. 

This Year the Clergy granted the Queen four 
Subsidies of four Shillings in the Pound. 

A°d the Temporality four entire Subfidies, and 
eight Fifteenths arid Tenths. 

Thus much of Taxations of all Sorts during thi$ 
Queen's Reign : And fo we will conclude with her, 
laying afide all Remarks, 9s have bep'n made oh 
poft of the |tings her predeceffors ; for as (he wa$ 
a Woman, it is better to let her' pafs fo than fay any 
thing of her that may be ill thought of; and thote 
moft fulfome Encomiums, which fome Writers of 
her Time have thought fit for their private Views 
%p beflow on her, will rather ferve to cloy any ini- 

partial 
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partial Reader, than to make them conceit there is 
any thing of Reality in them. 

K, JAMES L 

MAY in general be call'd a good Ring tojvs 
Sub; efts, if he can be allow'd to be a good 
who, like a too indulgent Father, is fo fa- 
vourable and loving to his Children as to fpoil them. 
So this King carry 'd himfelf rewards the Genera- 
lity of his People, eafy, and never guilty of oppref- 
fing them j but fo far from it, as even to be blam'd 
for refuting to engage in unnecefiary and unjuft 
Wars, which mull have drawu rhofe Burdens upon 
the Nation that it has groan'd under during the 
Reigns of others, who have readily taken part in 
Quarrels that no way cQncern'd them, either to gra- 
tify their own Ambition, or to vent their Spleen 
and Malice. Such was the Excefs • of Goodnefs 
in this King, that tho' his own Reign cootinu'-d 
peaceable, yet the Seeds of Rebellion were fowh 
.and fprouted out plentifully under his Son, to the 
Lofs of that Prince's Head. TW King Jome^ *s 
has been laid, was fo good a King to his Subje&s 
in general, it might be carrying the Character too 
far to fay he was fo in all other Refpefts. If we 
look into his Treaties abroad, fome whereof may 
be feen in Sir ■ ■ Wimncotfs Memoir /, we (hajl 
find many things which are far from looking fair ; 
but that is not to the Subjeft in hand, any raore 
than the private Afts of his Life, and which we 
ihaU therefore pafs by* How rightful And lawful a 
King he was is fufficieatly expreli'd in. the Ad of 
.ecognition, where he is declared and fworn to 
ie fuch, not by Virtue of the fakl Aft, but by" 
Birth-right, as being linenHy y rightfully, and lawfufy 
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defended of the Body of the mofl excellent LadyVlw 
garet, eldefi Daughter of the mofl renowned j£w£ 
Henry VII. and the mcfi high afid noble Princejs 
Queen Elizabeth, his Wfa eldefi Daughter of King 
Edward IV- the faid Lady Margaret king eldefi 
Sifter of King Henry VIII. &c. Then prefentty 
after they declare, that the imperial Crown of 
Englandy and of all the Kingdoms, Dominions, and 
Rights belonging to the fame, did by inherent 
Birth-right, and lawful and undoubted Succeffion, 
defcend and come to his Majefly, as being lineally, 
j'lftly, and lawfully, next and fole Heir of the 
Blood Royal of this Realm, as aforefaid. Such 
vras this Ring's Right, than which none could be 
more undoubted; and yet as evident as it was, 
the Wprld well knows how his Son was treated, 
and the Ufage his Grandchildren met withal. To 
come now to the Duties granted to this King by 
Parliament, the firft we find is 

An Aft of Subfidy of Tonnage and Poundage 
granted to his ^lajefty in the firft Year of his 
Reign for Term of Life, as had been before gran- 
ted to King Hemy VII; Ring f}wy VIII. King 
Edward Vl. Queep Mary, apd Qu^en Elizabeth. 
The Tonnage, three Shillings of every Tun of 
Wine imported; and three Shillings more for every 
Tun of fweet \Vines, as well Malmfey as other, im- 
ported by Aliens,- and twefve Pence of every 
•Awme pf Rhenifh Wine. The Poundage, twelve 
Pence in the Pound of the Value pf all Goods 
imported or exported, excepting woollen Cloth, 
fSrc as may be feeri in the formfer Reigns. 

The fecpn^i Year of King James there was no 
farliajnentj an4 cohfequently no Impofitfjon. 

The "third Year the Parliament had been fo 
j>lcisM by the King, that they thought nothing too 
flUicfy fpr him j anc{ accordingly the Clergy granted 
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'him four Subsidies, of four Shillings in the Pound 

eachi to be paid by every Archbilhop, Biftop, 
£fcan, Archdeacon, Provoft, Mailer of College, 

•Prebendary, Parfon, and Vicar, and ievery other 
Perfon and Perfons having and enjoying any fpiri- 
tual Promotion, out of nine Parts of their whole 

•Income, in Consideration that the Tenth before be- 
longed to the King, according to the Taxation or 
Valuation then remaining in the Court of Exchequer. 
The Manner of the Payment to be thus, viz* 
eighteen Pence of every Pound, as aforefaid, to be 

.paid upon. the fecond olOEhier.. next enfuing, being 
the Year i6o6' 9 for the firft Payment; for the fe- 
cond Payment of eighteen Pence more, on the 
atfth of March i6oj ; the third Payment of 
eighteen Pence, on the fecond oiOElober the fame 

'Year; the fourth Payment of eighteen Pence more, 
on the 26th of March the Year following ; and fo the 
other Payments half-yearly on the fame Days; at 
eighteen Pence each Day, till the whole four Sub* 
fidies were paid. None but the Archbifhops and 
Bifhops, or the Deans and Chapters, to be Collec- 
tors of thefe Sublidies. 

The Temporality at the/ame time, not to be 
out-done by the Clergy, granted his Majefty three 
entire Sublidies, and fix Fifteenths and Tenths. 

, The Reafons alledg'd for granting this extraordi- 
nary Supply were, firft, the Powder-Plot, fo to 
{bow their great Love to him; the fecond, the 
great Bleffing of God in his Majefty *s Perfon, by 

-Addition of anotiier Kingdom ; the third and molt 
urgent Reafon, as they exprefs.it, the exceffive 
Charge for the War in Ireland, which was finifh'd 
before Queen Elizabeth's Death; fo that they 
feem'd to be at a loft to fliow any Reafon for their 
Gcnerofity ; the Plot, which had failed, being none ; 
the Addition of another Kingdom no better ; and a 

War 
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War ended before bis Acceffioo to the Crown had 
as little in it as could well be imagined. The fourth 
Reafon indeed, they fay, arifes from, their great 
Contentment and Joy of the Remembrance of his 
Majefty's gracious Difpofition « And this indeed 
might have been one for all ; and it had been fuffi- 
ctcnt to have (aid, that as they found him a good 
King, they were willing to (how thcmfelves good 
Subje&s, by generoufly fupporting his Dignity 
with, their Purfes. The fix Fifteenths and Tenths 
to be rais'd of the moveable Goods, Chattels, ?hd 
other things ufual to fach Fifceentlis and Tenths, 
to be contributory and chargeable within the 
Shires* Cities, Boroughs, Towns, and other Places 
of the Realm, in Manner and Form as formerly 
us'd, except the Sum of thirty-fix thoufand Pounds 
xo be dedu&ed, that it, fix thoufand Pounds of 
every of the (aid whole Fifteenths and Tenths, in 
Relief, Comfort, and Difcharge , of' the poor 
Towns, Cities, and Boroughs, wafted, defoliate, 
or deftroy'd, or greatly impoverifli'd. The (aid 
fix Fifteenths and Tenths to be paid, the firft of 
them at one entire Payment on or before the firft 
Day of Auguji next enniing, the fecond on or before 
the firft Day of May 1 607, the third on the firft of 
November the fame Year, the fourth on the firft of 
May 160%, the fifth on the firft Day of May 1609, 
and the fixth and laft on the firft of May 1610. 

The three Subfidies to be levy'd at fix fcveral 
Payments of every Pcrfon Spiritual or Temporal, 
and of every Fraternity, Guild, Corporation, Myf- 
tery, Brotherhood, or Commonalty, being worth 
three Pounds, for every Found, as well in Coin as 
the Value of eves? Pound, as they have of their 
own, as alfo Plate, Stock of Merchandize, all 
manner of Corn and Grain, Houfhold-ftutf, atfd 
all other Goods . moveable, and of all. Sums of 

Money 
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}A<ttty owing to them, excepting fuch Sums of 
Money as they really owe, as alfo Jewels, Gold, 
$tlver, Stone, and Pearl, {ball pay to and for the 
£rft Subfidy, at two fcveral Payments, two ShiK 
lings and eight Pence of every Pound, the firft Pay** 
tnent of the faid firft Subsidy tyenty Pence of eve- 
ry Pound ; and to and for the fecortd Payment ojf 
(he faid firft Subfidy, twelve Pence of every Pound. 
And for the fecond Subfidy, two Shillings and 
eight Pence, of every Pound ; and the fame forthtf 
third Subfidy* All Aliens and Strangers to pay fiv^ 
Shillings and four Pence in the Pound for cacn of the 
three Subsidies. AU Lands held after any manner 
whatsoever to pay four Shillings in the Pound for 
each Subfidy ; and all Aliens and Strangers to pay 
for all Lands eight Shillings in the Pound. 

This indeed was a moft generous Imposition* 
given out of ftark Love and Kindnefs, as they fay 
themfelve*, and a wonderful Inftance of the good 
Humour they were in at that time, or of King 
James's good Management to bring them into that 
iweet Temper. 

The fourth Tear the Parliament met, and pafs'd 
fcveral A6ts; but it could not be expeded they 
fliould add any thing, after having the Tear before 
given fo plentifully. 

The fifth and fixth Tears pafe*d away without 
any Parliaments. 

The feventh Tear the Qergy, towards the King's 
extraordinary Charges in maintaining of Religion, 
granted his Majefty one entire Subfidy of fix Shil- 
lings in the Pound of all fpiritual Livings or Pro- 
motions. 

The Temporality alfo, without alledging any 
empty Reafons, freely declare, that they prefent 
his Majefty, out of mere Love, with their free 
Gik of one' entire Subfidy, and one Fifteenth *nd 

Tenth; 



*6B* : An Hiftorkal Account of *• 

Tenth. This was dealing fairly and fyoneftly not 
to pretend Expences and Charges where there were 
none, and Loyalty to prefent their Sovereign with 
iuch a Gift as they thought might be acceptable, 
and perhaps convenient at that Time* The fif- 
teenth and Tenth to be affefs'd and levy'd as ufual 
in thofe Cafes* Tne Sub fid y to be at the Rate of 
two Shillings and eight Pence in the Pound for Na- 
tives, and five Shillings and four Pence ia the Pound 
for Strangers and Aliens, 

prom the feventh to the eighteenth Year of this 
King's Reign there appears not to. have been any 
Seflion of Parliament. A very long Recefs; and 
yet in that Parliament of the eighteenth Year the 
Spirituality granted three entire Subsidies, and the 
Temporality two entire Sublidies. 

Next follows another Interval from the fa id 
eighteenth till the one and twentieth Year, when 
the Spirituality granted four entire Subfidies. • 

The Temporality considering that the King 
might, be engag'd in a War, by breaking off thfc 
two Treaties with Spain, viz,* the one of the Mar- 
riage, and the other oi the Reftitutjon of the Pa- 
latine, freely granted his Majefty three entire Sub- 
fidies, and three Fifteenths and Tenths, whereof 
j 8000 Pounds fhould be employ 'd towards the Re*- 
j>air of certain decay'd Cities and Towns, and the 
Kefidue was to be expended in the managing of the 
£xpe£ted War. Now for the better Employment 
of thofe Moneys, eight Citizens of London werp 
appointed to be Treafurers, and ten other fele&ed 
Pcrfons to be of his Majefty's Council for the War; 
all which to make Oath, viz,* the Treafurers, that 
none of thofe Moneys fhould iflue out ot their 
Hands without Warrant frcm the faid Council of 
War.; and the other, that they fhould make no 
Warrants for the Payment of any of thJc Moneys, 

bat 
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But dnly for the End above meition'd ; and further, 
fhould be all accountable for their Doings and Pro- 
ceedings in that Behalf to the Commons in Par-. 
Iiamenr, wh€ft they or any of tbem fhould be tbore^ 
unto require - 

Here began thofe Proceedings which afterwards, 
ran fo high againft King- Charles I. The Par- 
liament, ac the -beginning of King James's Reign,, 
had granted him large Supplies as tree Gift, and 
for a War that* had been ended by his Predeceflbr; 
now they give Money for a War he was to begin 
himfelf, but ■ vAlt not truft him with the handling 
dr dtfpofing of one Penny of it ; the Citizens muft 
keep the Ctfffi> afid their CbtuifeUor4 iflfaeAtfarrants 
for <dtfjpofing of it ; fo that had the KitTgenter'd 
into a War, his Hands were ty'd up, and like a 
Pupil he could have difpos'd of nothing bat what 
thofe his GdveSnours fhoukl have thought fit. We 
fhall fee ta what an Height thefe things were ad? 
vane'd in the Unfortunate Reign of his Sbru 

Thus have we at once run through all the Taxes 
granted by Parliament, that above mendonfd being 
the laft during this King's Reign. It remains now 
to look back to fee what other Ways there were of 
raifing Money, and fome other O bier vat ions rela- 
ting to this Subjeft. 

In his feCond Year, in September, he fent Privy 
Seals to' the wealth ieft Citizens in London to borrow 
Money of them ; but what Sum he raised by this 
Practice, or how it was repaid, I do not find.. How- 
ever, in OBober the fame Year, the Cuftoms of all 
Goods imported or exported- were rais'd and let 
out to Farm* 

In his third Year, Henry Lord Mordant, being con- 
victed in the Star-Chamber of feveral Mifprifions, 
wasadjudg'd to pay 10000 Marks; Edward Lord 
Sturtonjot fuch like OfFenccs,to pay 30000 Pounds; 

and 
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mod fome time after Sir John Bemtet, Judge of thtf 
Prerogative Court, was. fin d 20000 Pounds. Ht>w 
tbefc Fines were ievy'd, or whether ever paid, is 
touch 10 be doubted* Money not being To plentiful 
in thofe Days, and thofe who have fuch heavy Fine?. 
kid upon them fcaree ever difcharging the fame- 

In his fourth Tear, inftead.of receivings the " ' 
paid the Citizens of Imbu . 40000 Pounds Queen 
Elizabeth had borrowed of them thrc* Years before 
her Death, which gain'd him much Love at that, 
time y hot all the good A&s of Kings are loon forgot* 

In his feitenth Year he : levy*d an Aid throughout 
jB^iw^, according tp the ancient Cufto»,for making, 
his cldeft Son Prince Htnry Knight j and this, tha 
manag'd with very great . Moderation is faid t& 
have turn'd to a very good Account/ •, . . 

He had alfo a Benevolence throughout the Realms 
which occafion'd much grudging j for there are few : 
that part with their Money contentedly* and efpe- 
daily to their Sovereign, tho' he ftands never fa 
much in need of it, as King Jatoes did at that time 9 
for tho* he had not Wars, he-had many other grea* 
Expences, which drein'd him : However* the Seed 
of Rebellion which grew up under his Son was theo> 
fow'd, and began to fprout. 

Another Method the King found to relieve hi$ 
Wants in. his twelfth Y^ar, which was by inftitu- 
ting a new Dignity and Title of Baronets, whereof 
none could have Caufe to complain; becaufe it was 
at their own Choice whether they would be ad- 
vanced to it or no, and being a voluntary Purchafe 
of Honour, thofe who were not fond of it were free* 
to leave it. The Title was to them and their Male 
Heirs for ever, with the following Prerogatives; 
to take Place of all Knights Bmhehrs % Knights of 
the Bath, and Bannerets ; to be impleaded by the 
Addition Baronet, and their Title Sir, and their 

Wives 
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Wives Lady ; the King not to create any Degree, 
under the Dignity of a Baron, to be fuperior or 
equal to them ; no more to. be made but the full 
number of two hundred, until fomc -of.thcm 
Jhould be extinft. However, the younger Sons of 
Vi&ounts or Barons were adjudg'd to take Place 
of them, and that their Male Heirs at ©i£ antf 
twenty fhould be Knighted, and to beat either ia 
a CamoH in their Coat of Arms, or in a Scut-: 
cheon, at their . own Choice, the Arms of liljter^ 
being Argent* >z Hand Gules; their Place in the 
King's Armies to be near the Standard* for Defeat* 
thereof. 

For purcha&g of this Honour, each Barondt 
was to maintain thirty Foot Soldiers for three Years, 
at eight Pence a Day, in the King's Forces, for the 
reducing of the Province of Ulfttr in htlmd y the 
which Expcncc amounted to one thoufand nine 
hundred and five Pounds each. At their own Rc~ 
queft the Charge was afterwards compounded at ar 
certain Race, and the Ring to take the Payment of 
the aforefaid Soldiers upon hirafelf; and, as it was 
agreed, the Compofirion for all the Baronets then 
created, being ninety three in number, amounted 
to no more than ninety eight thoufand five hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds* 

That we may the better Judge of the Difference 
between thofe Jtxmts and ours, and for th&Sati* 
ft&ion of the Curious, it is worth obferving, that 
in the Reign of Queen Efcateth, when Burleigh was 
Lord Treasurer, the whole Revenue of the King* 
dom, befides Woods and the Dutchy of Laacafltr+ 
was one hundred eighty eight thoufand one hun- 
dred ninety feven Pounds per Annum ; and the Pay. 
ments were one hundred and ten thoufand £fc 
hundred and twelve Pounds per Annum ;. of which, 

rhefe were conftant : » 

Tha 
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The Houfho}d, forty thoufand Pounds. 
ThcJPrivy Purfe, two thoufand Pounds.. 
The Admiralty, thirty thoufand Pounds. 

This is what was left as a Handing Revenue tcj 
King James, whoft Ex^ences were very much in- 
creas'd -firrce the. Queen's Time, and yet no Addi- 
tion made to his conftant Income. Firft* in regard 
that jQoeen Elizabeth had only herfclf ; whereas 
King James, befides himfelf, had. a Queen, the 
Prince his dejeft Son, and a Nurfery of other Chilf 
dren ; then many to gratify that had ferv'd him in 
Suatmd; and the Matfiage of his Daughter to the 
Palfgrave, as\ he was then calTd, coft him ninety 
three thoufand two. hundred ninety four Pounds; 
not to mention many other confidcrable Expences 
out ofihis own Family, too many to enumerate in 
this Place. . Thefe many Itfues beyond his Income 
reduced him to great Streigbts, fo that he was 
obliged to retrench all ppffible Expences ; and all 
that falling ftill ihort, he could not avoid finding 
Expedients to fupply the Dcficiences. . 

This drew on the Benevolence above hinted at* 
in Hopes, it might have rais'd a generous Contribu- 
tion among all good Subje&s; but all were willing 
to receive, and few or none to give ; . fo that the 
wholcSum obtained by this Method amounted toon* 
ly fifty two thoufand nine hundred and nine Pounds. 
A (hameful Sum from fo wealthy a Kingdom, and 
a People who had pretended fo much Loyalty to 
that very Ring ! Many had not Hearts to part 
with their Cafe ; and many more, to incenfe the Ig- 
norant, pretended it was contrary to Law, as if it 
could be any Breach of Law for Subje&s volunta- 
rily torelieve the Wants, of their Sovereign. 

* . V Thcfe 
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Thefe being all the Sums of any Moment rais'd 
for the Service of King James I. either by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, or otherwife, we (hall proceed 
to his Son and Succefibr, under whom all the Mif- 
chief that had before been hatching broke out, to 
the Dcflnj&ion of chat unfortunate Monarch. 

K. G H A k t £ S t 

Succeeded his Father in the Year 1525* So 
much has been writ in Vindication of this 
King, that it- will be altogether needlefs to at- 
tempt the giving him any Chard&er in this Place ; 
for which Reafon the Subject of his Revenue, ntfc 
only the (landing, but the few Sums given hita by 
Parliament, and what his Neceflities obliged hint 
to endeavour to raife or her wife, {hall be dire&ly 
enter'd upon ; and firft of the Parliamentary Grants. 
However, it is very well worth obfcrtfing, that a£ 
foon as the King came to the Crown, the Parlia- 
ment appeared wonderful zealbus in Matters of 
Religion, and the Liberties of the Subject, and 
never defifted, or left harping upon thbfe Strings, 
rill the King had loft his Head, and the Govern- 
ment in Church and State was feduc'd to a perfed 
Anarchy, skipping from one Religion to another, 
and fearching fo narrowly for the Liberties of the 
Subjed, that they were entirely loft. 

However, it appears that in the Kings firft 
Tear the Spirituality granted him three entire Sttb- 
fidies, and the Temporality two ; but double the 
fame from Roman Cathplicks. 
- The third Year the Spirituality granted five Sub- 
iidies, and the Temporality five. 

The Statute Book has no more Seffions till the 
0xteenth Year, and then a Subfidy granted to the 

T King 
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King of Tonnage and Poundage, and other Sums 
of Money payable upon Merchandize exported and 
imported. Alfo an A& for the fpeedy Provifiou of 
Money for disbanding the Armies, and, fettling the 
Peace of the two Kingdoms of J&gfad and Scotr 
land. 

The Supply abovementiot/d to have been gran- 
ted the firft Year, was a fmall Compliance upoa 
his firft coming to the CroWn ; but more e%cially 
to involve him in the Expence of a War about the 
Palatinau, which his Father ha4 \w% oppoe'clr* 
thinking it unjuft, and therefore himftlf not obliged 
to enter into it. However, at the lafl* they had 
fore'd him intb it ; but he died before it coiild be 
brought to bear, and therefore left it as a Legacy 
to his Son* who readily epibrac'd it, as he dufc 
afterwards fome other k things, which in tfee end 
brought him into many Troubles, and t& a mife-* 
rable Death. This was however a poor Supply for 
what he was going to undertake ; yet he accepted 
of it, hoping for much greater AflJftanee* but 
they had other Views, and inftead qf relieving his 
Wants fell to teaaing of him with .endlefe Grie- 
vances, whereupon the Parliament was djflblv'd* 
' The King being now eng^g r d in a War, the 
Qkarges increas'd, and nothing to fupport them to 
be expe&ed from a Parliament ; whereupon it was 
refolv'd to get .what Money might be by way of 
Loan, Letters under the Privy-Seal being feat ta 
that effoft to the wealthieft Perfons in tto King- 
dom, the King promising for himfelf and his Heirs 
to repay the Money fo lent him in eighteen Months 
after the Receipt thereof- 

; This being but an indifferent Shift, the Parlia- 
ment met again on the fixth of Pebruary following* 
when, tho* the King fliow'd them the Neceffity he 
%Vas drove to> pot being able re-pay bis Navy and 
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/upply other Wants, they ran on in the Courie they 
had began about ReligioA and Grievances; and a 
Member of the Commons did not ftrcfc to fay, it 
wot bitter t6 dti ty a foreign Enemy + than to It deftroyck 
dt home. His Majefty feeing no likelihood of any* 
Alone/ to" be obtained, but on the contrary alt 
dying in his Face, again diflblv'd the Parliament * 
and being left deftitute* by the Advice of his Coun- 
cil, appointed Commiffioners to receive, by way 
ttf Loak, fome Subfidies which had been voted by 1 
the Cofnfliiotls, but never pafs'd into an Ad. Som< 
<Jotifiderable SuifcS of Monty were raised this way,' 
but very fhott of whit had been expe&ed, man/ 
refufing to pay, for: Which fome of them were 
Committed to Prifoni 

Ori the 17th of March* i<£% 9 the Patliameiit? 
met again, and the King roundly putting them iti 
mind of theft Dbty, as w;ell as his Wants, the/ 
flflattirtfaufly voted h'irp. five Subfidies; yet the/ 
had no fooner done it than they immediately fell 
Upon him in fuch out'ragious manner, among other 
things going about to deprive hixja of Tonnage and! 
Poundage, which was the main Support of the' 
Crdwtt, that he waS oblig'd to diffolve them with? 
*ffl Speed, and then raised the faid five Subsidies, 
which had not been pafs'd into a Law, by way or 
toan, each Subfidy computed at ,100000 /. fo the 
live amounting to* 5 00000 A 

Tfre fixpences continuing, and no way apptfa- 
tttfg to fapply them by Parliament, the King WaS 
again put to his Shifts, and, by the Advice of fe- 
deral Men learned in the Law^ made ufe of fuch' 
Methods as the Law feemM to allow of. AcCdf* 
ding tb which all Men that were potfefs'd of a 
Knight's Fee were obliged to take upon them the 
Honour of Knighthood, or to fine for avoiding iti 
A Knight's Fee, in the Reign of King- Edward It 

Ta had 
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had been afcertain'd at twenty Pounds per Annum * 
but afterwards, that being too low, King Henry VI. 
fet it at forty Pounds. This was a Law in Force, 
tho' not put in Execution of late Tears ; fo that the 
King in his Diftrefs made ufe of it, fummoning all 
Perfons of full Age, and not Knights, being feiz'd 
of Lands or Rents of the yearly Value of forty 
Pounds, or more, to appear before the King by a 
certain Day, to take upon them the Honour of 
Knighthood, upon Failure whereof Proce/s was 
made againfl them, and they were fin'd'for the 
Tame; all which brought but about an hundred 
thoufand Pounds into the Exchequer, a (mall Sunt 
for what was then wanting; whereupon his Ma- 
jefty demanded four hundred thoufand Crowns of 
the King of France for his Queen's Portion, which 
was accordingly juftly paid ; but this belongs not 
to us, as not coming from theSubje&s, nor indeed 
was it fiifficient to anfwer the Demand at that 
Time. 

We come"now to the Year 1635, the ninth of 
the King's Reign, remarkable for the Demand of 
Ship-Money, which afterwards made fo great a 
Noife, and became one of the Pretences for the 
Rebellion. The King ftill labouring under his 
ufual Difficulties, and no Hopes of bringing: the 
Parliament to any Moderation, Noy, the King's 
Attorney-General, as able a Lawyer as any at that 
Time or fince in England, after having examined 
and fearch'd all Precedents, declared that the King 
of his own Authority, without Confent of Par- 
liament, might legally raife a Naval Aid for the 
[Defence of the Kingdom, in Time of Neceffity,. ©£ 
which Neceffity he alone was the fole Judge- His 
Majefty, not willing to venture upon fo nice a Mat- 
ter upon only the Judgment of his Attorney- 
General, writ to the Judges, who by their Oaths 

are" 
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ire his proper Counfellors in all difficult Points of 
Law, requiring their Opinion in that Cafe, who 
all unanimoufly to a Man returned the following 
Anfwer : 

May it pteafe your mofi excellent Majejly, 

" We have, according to your Majeifty's Com- 

u mand, feverally and every Man by himfelf, and 

c - all of us together, taken into ferious Confidera- 

u tion the Cafe and Queftions fign'd by your Ma- 

* jefty, and inclos'd in your Letter 2 And we are 
" of Opinion, that when the Good and Safety of 

* the Kingdom in general is concerned, and the 
c< whole Kingdom in Danger, your Ma jefty may, 
** by Writ under your Great Seal of England, com- 
M mand all the Subjefts of this your Kingdom, 
c< at their Charge, to provide and furnifh fuch 
€t Number of Ships, with Men, Vi&ual, Muni- 
tion, and for fuch Time as your Ma jefty (ball 
think fit, for the Defence and Safeguard of the 
Kingdom from fuch Peril and Danger ; and that 
by Law your Ma jefty may compel the doing 

" thereof, in cafe of Refufal or Refrafitorinefo 
** And we are alfo of Opinion, that in fuch Cafe 
your Majefty is the fple Ju4ge, both of the 
Danger, and when and how the fanje is to be 
prevented *nc{ ayoidecL 

John Bramfton, George Crook, 

Jvhn Finch, Thomaa Trevor % 

Humphry Davenport, George Vernon, 

John Denham, Robert Barkley, 

Richard Hutton, Francis Crawly^ 

WMiamJonts, Rtchard fVeftoi^ 
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Thus did all the Judges of England agre* that 
the JLing might lawfully wife tfcat Ship-Mopey* 
It is true, that wjhen Mx.Hamfden had begun to fa 
the Kingdom in a Flame, by refuting to pay twenty- 
Shillings, at which he was aflfefs a in this Duty* 
fome of them flew back, and gave their Opinions 
contrary to wiiat they had before done under their 
Hands ; but ftill the greater Number adher'd to 
their firft Sentiments, and accordingly Judgment 
was given againft Hampdw, whofe only De%n in 
refusing fo jfmall a, Trifle was to blow up the 
Coals of Rebellion, as became manifeft, he be* 
ing among the firft that w.eat into it, and appear'd 
in Arms againft his Sovereign, paying for the fame 
riot only out of his JEftatc, but with his Life, being 
foon after kiU'd in Defence of that infamous Caufe. 

\Jpon the aforefaid Opinion of all the judges, 
Writs were iffu*d out for railing the faid Ship- 
tytoney ; and the fame was done for four Years fuc- 
ceffively, the yearly Produce of it being computed 
at two hundred thpijfend Pomndsj and accordingly 
tjie Total of the fopr Years amounted to 800000 /. 

During the long Intervals of Parliament, Money 
ftijl of Necefljty grew fcarcer, aad the Rebellion 
breaking out in Scotland, more Occasion for it ttyan 
ever. This puf phe King upon asking Aid of the 
Clergy, who generally anfwer'd his Majefty's Ex- 
pectations to the beft of their Power ; for which 
they were fufficjerjtjy rail'd at by all the favourers 
of the Rebellion. The Romafi Catholicks had it 
alfo fignify'd to them, how much it would become 
them to exprefs their Loyalty by contributing co- 
wards the Support of his Majefty. They, accor- 
dingly exerted themfejves, raifing a greater §um of 
Money than could have been expe&ed from fo 
fmall a Party. The Earl of Clarendon owns thjs 
Fad in his Hiftory of th£ Rebellion, and at the 
y "* fame 
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ffkme time inveighs againft thofe People for that 
♦dutiful Behaviour, as if it had been a great piece 
of Infolence in them to give their own to fupport 
thek Sovereign ; but it is not only in this Cafe 
rthat he runs down the bett of that King's Friends, 
and extols his moll: inveterate Enemies. Whofocver 
.will read him with Attention, may perceive that 
£*ra&ice to run through Ms whole Work. 

Next, tho* it was not a Money Tax, it may 
4K)t be improper to *>bferve the Method the 
King was obliged to take for railing an Army 
againft the Scots > for as much as the fame was at 
the Coft and Expence of the People,, and confe- 
vquentiy a Charge upon" them, and for the Defence 
dftlie Nation. .*'" . 

The Countries that lyere appointed to fet out 
Jiorft and Foot againft the Scots, were 



Kern 

Cornwall 
Sewerfet 

Bedford 

Berks 

Sliddlefex 

Buckingham 

Oxm 

\jOtttPrtvge 

S*foik 

Bhrfet 

Devon " 

E0ex --■ 

GUucefter 

Warwick 
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Foot, 


Horfe. 


\ j 200 


ijo 


1 1500 


cod 


1200 


150 


* 700 


7* 


\ 200 


40 


v 4OO 


fTT' 


750 


4» 


300 


4« 


300 


4° 


4O0 * 


40 


IJOO .^ 


50 


700 


5° 


2009 


do 


£ 


I2W 


I OOO 


. .. IOO 


^3°° 


,44 


T 4 


Hartford 
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Hartford 

Norfolk 

Northampton 

Southampton 

Surry 

Sujfex 

London 
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Foot. 



*FUnt 
Angkfey 
Brecknock 
Cardigan 

Carmarthen 
Caernarvon 
Denbigh 

* Glamorgan 

Motmuxuth 

Pembroke 

Msntgpmtry 

Radnor 

Hereford 

Shrotfbire 

Wvrcefler 

Merioneth* 

Brifiol 

The total Sum cf Foot 
JptalSumof Horfe 



joo 

1 800 
700 

1000 
500 
£40 

3000 

W A LES. 

Foot. 
6q 

JOO 

jpo 

190 
500 
250 
IOOO 
500 
150 
100 

JO 

300 
50 



mm 



•*r+*m 



Horfe? 
40 

80 

000 



Horfat 

22 

17 

'7 

17 
12 

*5 
IOO, 

jo 

JOO 

40 

37 

23 

.06 



23/7° 

2366 
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'Another Uft quite different from that above; 



Pikes. 
Cumberland 125 
Northumberland 250 
Wefbnerland 125 
Newcajile 
Tori 

Durham 
Lancafhire 



250 
5521 

53* 
420 



Northumberland 282 



Che/hire 

Stafford 

Derby 

Lincoln 

Leicefier 

Rutland 



35* 
248 

*39 
1080 

2£0 

<5o 



Mufqueteers. 

125 50 Dragoons. 

250 100 Dragoons. 

125 50 Dragoons. 

250 340 Dragoons. 

6720 60 Horfe. 

500 00 

180 50 Dragoon^ 

125 00 

244 50 Car* 

152 30 Horfe. 

161 70 Horfe. 

720 230 Car. 

«io 38 Horfe. 

40 30 Horfe. 



Weftmerland, Cumberland, Northumberland, and the 
Town of Newcaftk, not to inarch into the Field 
but upon fpecial Dire&ion* 

Total of all the Foot in the other ten 7 

Counties J X *4*J 



Total of all the Horfe 



123$ 



The more Southern Counties to provide Horfes 
and Carriages for the Artillery, Ammunition, &c. 



JSedfcrd 
Berks 

Buckingham 
Coatbridge 



Horfes. 
50 

50 
- 50 



Carters. 

*7 
10 

17 
*7 

Dnbj 
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. .. Carters, 





Hotfes. 


Dertj 




Dorfet 


ao 


EJfex 


fi<>' 


(fbwtfttr 


$Q 


Hertford 


5° 


Hertford 


3° 


Hmtingdm . 


50 


Kent . . 


io 


Lticefter 


70 


Lamafter 


50 


Lincoln 


• <5o 


Mddkfix 


30 


Norfolk 


60 


Northampton 


■ ■ . yd 


Nottingham 


5« 


Oxon 


40 


Rutland . 


. to 


Salop 


40 


Somerfit 


ao 


Smbm&m 


-50 


Stafford 


5® 


Suffolk 


60 


Warwick 


60 


Hfacefter 


50 


Wtlts 


50 


> * 

$ot«l*£-Horfes 


1350 



1& 

7 

30 

«7 
*? 

19 

J7 
7 

*r 

»7 

*«• 

10- 

10 

7 

*7 
if* 

20 

*7 
17, 
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.The Difference between tbefc two lifts is very 
great, and no way to be reconcif d ; but they are 
deli vcr'd as handed dawn to (is. However, the firft 
of them Teems to carry much the greater Prdbabt- - 
lity, as dividing the Burden more equally than the 
Utfcr. ^ ■• . . ... 1 

Mono* 
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-. Mo&opo&s having ^w made a great Clamour, 
by which the King had alio obtain 9 d fome fmaU 
Supplies, and his Majefty being willing to give the 
Ppople Satisfaction in all Points, he now recailM 
and made void all Patents and Grants to that 
•left, whkh fcre follow as mention'd in his royal 
Proclamation for abolifliing the lame : 
A Commiffion touching Cottages and Inmates* 
A Commi#on towhiog Scriveners and Brokers. 
~ ACommiffiop for expounding with Offenders 
touching Tobacco. 

A Co^imHSon for compounding with Oflenders 
for tranfporting of Butter. 

A Cosiniiifion for compounding with Oflenders 
Jja the importing or ufiag of Logwood. 
- A Commiifion to compocmd with Sheriffs, and 
&th 0$ hav$ been Sheriff?, for felling their Under- 
Sheriffs Places. 

A Gomrmifion for compounding for Deftru&ioa 
of Woods in iron Works. 

A Commiffion for Concealments and Incroaclt* 
m^ms within twenty Miles of London. 

A Licence to tranfport Sheeps Skins and Larntar 
JJkins. 

A Commiffion to take .Men bound to drefs n* 
Venifon, Pheafants, or Partridges, in Inns, Ale- 
houfes, Ordinaries and Taverns. , 

A Commiffion touching the licenilng of the Ufe 
of Wine-Casks. 

A Commiffion for licencing of Brewers. . ; 

A Licence for the fole tranfporting of Lampem*. 
: A Grant for weighing Hay and Straw in London 
and Weftminfler, and three Miles compafc 

An Office of Regifter to the Commiffion foe 
Bankrupts in divers Counties of the Realm. 

An Office or Grant for gauging of Red-Her- 
rings. 

An 
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An Office or Grant fot the marking of Iron made 
within the Realm. 

An Office or Grant for fealing of Bonelace. 

A Grant for marking and gauging of Batter* 
Casks. 

A Grant of Privilege touching Kelp and Sea* 
Weed. 

A Grant for fealing of linen Cloth* 

A Grant for the gathering of Rags. 

An Office or Grant of Faftory tor Scottijb Mer- 
chants. 

An Office or Grant for ftarching and fealing of 
foreign Hops. 

An Office and Grant for the fealing of Buttons. 

All Grants of Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures, 
before Judgment granted or mentioned to be gran* 
ted, by Letters-Patents, Privy-Seals, Signet, Sign? 
Manual, or other wife. 

All Patents for new Inventions, not put in Prac- 
tice within three Years next after the Date of the 
(aid Grants* 

And the feveral Grants of Incorporation made 
unto Hatband-makers, Gutftring-makers, Spe&acle- 
makers, Comb - makers, Tobacco - pipe - makers, 
Butchers, and Homers. 

By thefe, and all other Proje&s of fmall Note, 
his Majefty is reckon'd to have received to the 
Value of about 200000 Pounds. 

Amo 1639, the fifteenth of his Reign, the Scot- 
tijb Rebellion running high, the Ring was oblig'd 
again to have recourfe to Ship-Money, the feveral 
Counties being charg'd to furnifh Ships as follows : 



Diftri- 



AXES 



under all Denominations: 185 



Diflribution of Ships to the fever al Counties of 
England and Wales, with their Tunnage 
and Number of Men, as the fame was or z 
derd to Jiand this frefent Tear. < 



r Ships. Men* 


Tons* 


Berks 


i _ 128 


320 


Buckingham 


1 144 


360 


Bedford 


1 5* 


240 


Brifiol 


I 2<S 


«4 


Cornwall 


I I7tf 


44* 


Cambridge 


I 112 


280 


Cumberland and 7 
JVeJlmorland «J 






1 45 


1x2 


Chefter j 


1 s><? 


340 


Devon 


c 288 


720 


Darby j 


r X12 


280 


Dorfet j 


[ i$o 


400 


Durefm : 


1 tf 4 


160 


EJfex 


E 256 


£40 


Gloucefler ] 


I I7tf 


44o 


Hampjbire j 


I 19% 


480 


Hereford \ 


i 11% 


280 


Huntington i 


t 64 


166 


Hertford j 


I 128 


320 


Kens and Ports i 


t 2$6 


640 


Lancafier i 


t 128 


320 


Leicefter 1 


1 144 


360 


Lincoln j 


[ 256 


640 


London : 


I 448 


X220 


Middle fex ] 


[ I60 


4OO . 


Monmouth i 


48 


I20 


Northampton j 


; ipz 


480 


Nottingham i 


; 112 


280 


Northumberland i 


*4 


168 j 


^. 


• 


North* 
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Ships. 



it* 

Urth-lVahs 

Qxon 

Rutland 

Smerftt 

Surrey 

&Jfe* 

Suffolk 

Stafford 

South-Wales 

Salop 

Warwick 
fPbrcefler 
Wks 
Tork 



Every County was affefs'cf for this Charge i* 
Proportion to tftd Number of Men and Tuns ; ah& 
the following Year 1640, R%* 16, there was an-» 
Other Impofitioh upon the fevteral Counties as foi- 
Jbws: 

The Proportion ' of Soldier s[ that were to It 
\ rdisd in each County to be fent by Sea ifa 
. to Scotland 



Men. 


Iw; 


128P 


52s 


*53 


024 


112 


280 


26 


d 4 


2$6 


<?40 


112 


280 


%6o 


400 


256 


640 


9 6 


34* 


160 


406 


I44 


3** 


128 


320* 


112 


28* 


22^ 


JtfO' 


3»+ 


5>tfo* 



-&0&X . 


• 6OO 


Huntingdon 


406 


Surry 


: 800 


Suffolk 


tfoo 


Retfi 


7OO 


Norfolk 


75° ; 


Cinque-Ports 


JOO 


Cambridge 


300* 


ftfi&tlefex 


I200 


Bedford 


400 


Hertford 


dyo 


Lincdn 


2O0r 


EJfex 


700 


Nottingham 


3OO 


Buckingham 


500 


Derby 


400 


londm 


I 2*0 ] 


t 


■ "'■"■■« 


t "i't 


"Total 


XOOOOr* 








The 



« The Refidue of Hie Army to be rais'd in the 
Northern Counties, and to march by Land to 
jNrwcqftle upon 7tne. Thefe Soldiers to be allowed* 
at the Charge of each County* eight Pence a Day 
jco every Man, for every Day they (ball be exer~ 
jcis'd, and from the tenth of May till the twentieth. 
The Charge alfo of conducing the faid Men to the 
general Rendezvous of the County to be bofne by 
the County* The Carriage of the Artillery to be 
alfo at the Charge of the rdpe&ive County through 
which it dould pals, at the Race of 1 2 <£. j><>r Diem 
foe every Hork, and &d. fer Dim tor every 
Carter. 

. After alt. this, the Parliament met in the Tear 
1641, and having brought the King to their Beck, 
obliging him againft his Conscience to cut off the 
Eari 01 Strafford? and to hi$ own De%u&ion to 
perpetuate their Sitting, they gave, for (he Pay-* 
jneat of the Army, and other Debts of the. King- 
dom, a Pole* Tax, wherein every Duke was affcfs'4 
at ico/. a Marque fs at So A Earls at Sol. Vis- 
counts and Barons at 40 /. Knights of the Bath at 
3.0 /. Knights Batchelors at 20 1. Efquires at 10 U 
every Gentleman fpending 100/. per Annum at 5 /* 
and all others of Ability a competent Proportion ; 
the meaneft throughout the whole Kingdom was 
not excused under fix Pence, Three hundred th6u- 
fend Pounds were alfo agreed to be paid to the 
&ott y xqoooo L thereof at Midfummer come twelve 
Months, and the other 200000 /. two Tears after* 
and fecund to then* by Aft of Parliament. 

What Supplies the King had afterwards to fup- 
port his Wai againft the Rebels cannot poffiMy be 
computed, or any way accented for* Much. 
Money there mtfft be of oeceffity for fuch great 
Expences? but the Methods of raifing it could not? 
be regular* . The maia Particulars that -appea* 
, . were 
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were Contributions from the Country, and Loani 
from the loyal Gentry, among whofa the Earl of 
Newcaftk was very remarkable, launching out all 
he was able to raife and maintain Forces in Defence 
of his Sovereign* Another 6f no lefs Rank in Ge- 
nerofity was the Marquefe of fPbrcefttr, then a Ro- 
man Catfiolick, who, at feveral times; lent his 
Majefty an hundred thoufend Pounds. Others 
there were who rais'd Horfe and Foot; and ad- 
vanced Money for the Service ; but neither are all 
known, nor the Value they contributed; and it 
would be tedious to mention as many as could btt 
found, The Queen's pawning her Jewels to fupply 
her royal Confort, and other Sums which came 
not from the People, do not fo particularly relate 
to the Subje&Sj as to require to be here mentioned. 
This is what can be delivered in relation to King 
Charles I. tho* he reign'd fome Years longer, till 
murder'd by his Subje&s in fuch publick Manner as 
never any other Monarch was. The following 
Taxes and Contributions mull: be plac'd to the Ac- 
count of 



The REBEL S. 

AS foon as they had by their Infolences drove 
the King from London, they began to exercife 
their tyrannical Power, and fetting their feditious 
Preachers to work, blew the People into fuch a 
Flame, that nothing but their own R!uin could 
pleafe them. The City of London went foremoft in 
ail Mifchief ; .their Money and Plate was found to' 
carry on the Deftru&ion of the Nation, the pooreft 
Wenches being fo eager for carrying on that good 
Caufe, as they calTd it, as to throw in their filver 
Bodkins and Thimbles for want of better Jewels. 

Th© 



Taxes under all Denomination?, a 8£ 

The Men ran headlong to Perdition, all Degrees 
vying to ouxdo one another iq Tfeafon againft 
their Sovereign. In fhort, the Infoftion fpread 
throughput the Nation ; no Corqer of it was free 
from Rebellion ; and thofe who had grudg'd their 
lawfal Prince the meaneft Supplies, now thought 
not much to lavifli put their All, to fupport an 
unjuft Power, that not only ftrjpt, but flea'd them* 
Much has been written of thofe Times, and this < 
Place requires no more than what relates to Taxe9 
and Impositions, and all forts of Treafure fcrew'd 
from the People- To defcend to all Particulars 
would require a Volume as large as this: For 
which Reafon here (hall be only fome fummary 
Accounts inferred, fuch as might appear fufficiept 
to deter all thinking Perfons from running into Re- 
bellion, but that the thinking Part of the World 
is much the leaft, aid we find by Experience that 
do paft Examples are of Force to reftrain thofe that 
come after from falling into the fame Follies they 
have known others ruin'd by before. The follow- 
ing is a juft Calculation of what was rais'd during 
thofe Times of Anajrchy • 

« * 

The federal Sums of Money rais*d in England 
by the. Long-Parliament, Oliver Cromwel, 
and the other then Ufitrping Powers t from, 
November 3, 1640, to November 5, 165$; 

a 

The Long-Parliament's Account, 

« 

SUbfidies, fix come to 600000 00 

Afleffments to disband the 7 
Scotch and Englijh Armies | 8oooo ° ° Q 
Tonnage and Poundage 1 p Years jyooooo o o 

Captives 



o 
o 



o o 
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/. si J, 

Captives nine Year* 17000 o 

Ditto five Years 75000 o 

Sale of frtfb Lands 2 200000 o o 

Second Sale 92500 o o 

Third Sale 30000 o o 

Contribution for Irijh Ptoteftantii looodo o o 
Second Contribution yoooo o o 

Third Contribution 30000 o o 

Affeffments thro' England (w the} 

Britifi Army in IrelanZ for five >i 200000 o 

Years S 

twentieth Parts of Goods, &c. 

ta raife an Army for the Earl. 

of Effex y for the Defence ofC 2 74*°5J 

* England j 
Ditto fecond time 2745055 o o 
Weekly Aflcffments towards Pd^O 

ment of the faid Army, thjee>5tfi758j 8 o 

Years 3 

Weekly Meal to raife AimlkriesA^ og 

fix Years 3 . ™ , 
Monthly Afleflinents towards ^ 

Payment of the (aid Army, > 488054 o o 

* two Years ' y 

Sir WiUiam Wafa's Army's 1 ~ rit m ^ 
weekly Affeflinent, one Year J * 4 * 5 * " ° 

JU Scots Army's weekly Aik&\ g 
ment, two Years j..*v«w 

Browns Army's wpekly Affc&r 7 .o AQ 
ment, one Year J 39-400 

Fairfax's Army's monthly Affeff-7 . ^ 

'ment,at 3 53tf(5/. three Years r^77^ 4 <> 

.Dtoo at dooooV. />*r Month for? . • __ > ^ 
two Years £1440000 o o 

D/«o at 90000 /. per Month fori .^o^~~ ^ ^ 
-onfeYear><^ £1080000 o a 

Forces 



6 o 



o a 



Taxes mdar all Denominations* b>^ 

Forces raised on particular Counties, &c. 

^ r l* s. d* 

Ex<m\ for five Tears, eomesto 12000 o o 

Hertford one Year, then aflbciated 4800 o o 

Jfle of Wight four Years i 5 oo o o 

Warwick^ &c. aflbciated, five Years 133650 p o 

Plymouth, four Yews • 28800 o o 

Tarmouth, four Years 19200 o o 

Ailsburj, five Years IOO o o o 

Buckingham* four Years 76800 o o 

Eaftem Aflbciation, five tears 123496210 
Dorfet and Pool, two Years, and 7 

then aflbciated f 2 47 8 ° ° 

i&» 9 e*rc. aflbciated, five Years 270000 p a 

North- Wales, &c. five Years 38652 o o 

Northampton, five Years 1 19200 o o 
Huntington, two Years, and then 7 , 

aflbciated J I 3 20 ° ° ° 

Southampton, four Years 1 1 5 2 oo o o 
Newport- Parmel, one Year, then7 

atfociated $ 45>ooo o o 

London, &c five Years 1005600 o o 

j&ull, five Years 46600 o o 
Chefter County and City, one 7 

Year, then aflbciated f 6 9M Q 9 
Ghucefter County and City, three 7 „ 

Years j*itf34°° ° ° 

Pembroke, &c aflbciated, three Years 20090 o o 

•foAjp, three Years 57000 o o 

Leicefter^ three Years 86400 p o 
Wilts and Malmsbury, one Yean 7 

then aflbciated J 25 °° ° ° 

Weftem, aflbciated four Years 509160 o o 

Wtocefter, &c, three Years 5*597 ** o 

Middlesex, three Years 108000 o o 

V 2 London, 
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t. s. d. 

London, to fet up Pofts and Chains 95000 o 

Lincoln y three Tears 1 1 7600 o o 

Darby, three Tears 48000 o o 

Northern Aflbciation, three Tears 433831 14 o 

Rutland, three Tears 29000 o o 

Surrey, three Tears 44000 o o 

Newark to be reduc'd,, cofl 99 1 6 1 2 o 

Lane after, two Tears 7Z000 o ^ 

Newport, two Tears £9904 o a 

London to aflefs for Horfes and Arms 1 0000 o o 

Pro vifion for maim'd Soldiers, &c. 1 8 1 80 o o 

Excife for feventcen Tears / 10200000 o o 

Duty on Coals, feventeen Tears 850000 o o 

Duty on Currants, feventeen Tears $1000 o © 

Scque fixations of Delinquents Eftates y viz. 

L s. JL 

Bifhops Lands, four Tears 8*4089 16 7 

Dean and Chapters Lands, four7 „* MmsAi *© ^ 

Tears . } 5 * 474 ° l8 6 

Inferior Clergy's Lands, four? ^_ *„ 

. Tears £2077802 * ? 

Temporal Eftates, four Tears 280000 o o 

Crown Lands, four Tears 280000 o o 
Cbmpofition for Court of Wards,7 M __ ^ 

fourTears >| 400000 o o 

Deans Foreft, four Years 16000 o o 

Fee-Farm- Rents, four Tears 1054392 o o 

.Tenths of the Clergy, four Tears 400080 o 8 

Prince of Wales $ Income 80000 o o 
Timber for the Navy out of De-7 . 

- iinquents Woods J ?7*> ° ° 

Poftage of Letters, fourteen Tears 301000 o o 

Wine Licence, fourteen Tears 312200 o o 

Coxnpo- 
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Compositions for Court of ? 

Wards, ten Years J*ioooqoq o o 

Jpcopae pf Offices for publick? ~ 

: Service, fifteen Tears J 8 *°° 00 ° ° 

Vintners Pelinquency 4000 o 

Compounding with Delinquents 7 

for their Eftates ' ^127722* o o 

Disbanding tfce Army 900000 o o 

Militia of ffyriand kept up s thit-7 

v teen Years • *. * |j 120000 o o 

Olivers Expedition to Ireland 150000 00 

« 

$ak of Lands, viz. * 

h *• d. 

Bifliops Lands at ten Years 2420224 n $i 

Dean and Chapters Lands, ten ? ' * 

Years * J'4"*J* 9 

Reft.ory and Glefre Lands,*? ^ 

twelve Years j^20 3 j8tf g p 

Crown Lands, thirteen Years <pi520po o o 
Prince of JVdkss Lands, thir-7 , 

teen Years J 2tfooo ° ° » 

Fee-Farm-Rents, eight Years 1^08784 p q 

New-River- Water, eight Years 8000 9 o 

tenths of the Clergy, eight X 

Years . |r 200240 « o 

Lord Crawa and others Eftates,? 

at thirteen Years J 7 00000 •• * 

<?j#or<J and others Eftates, at? 

thirteen Years j* $00000 o o 

* 

Sir %*» Stanxll and others,? „ 

five Years J J* 0000 ° <> 

Foreft Lands, thirteen Years 56000 o o 

Houfes and Caftles of the King's tfooooo o o 

V3 Jofyi 



**4 
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I. 



Years 



J" 



s. 



d f 



> 85000 O 9 



/ 1 160060 o o 



John and WtUiam, Peter, and 

divers others, viz,* 171 Per- 

fons, their Eftates to pay 

Prince Palatine of the Rhine 

5000/- in Ar rear, and 8000/. 

per Annum: 9 

Oliver made Captain-General of 

Fairfax's Forces, and the Af- 

feflment for the Armies of 

England, Scotland, and Ireland, 

90000 /. per Month for two 

Years 
AfleflTmcnts of 120000/. per 1 

Month fpr the faid Army > 1440000 o o 

and Navy, one Year 3 

Druitis awl Colours 90000 /. perl 

. Amum for ten Years J 

• _ 

Irijb Delinquents to compound? 

for two Years Rents S 

Oliver voted Prote&or, and 

he affefs'd for the Army 

1 20000 U and 90000 /. for 

thr^e Months 
Agreed 60000 /• per Month be 

the Pay of the Arms for fix)> 4320000 

Years 
To defray theCharges of Jufticel l200000 

200000 1* per Annum fix Years J 
Free Gifts to the Saints in Money 679800 
lo Places (excluding the Army } 

and Navy) per Annum, fevenv 3061 10 

Years ) 

In Eftates per Annum, for eleven 5 i$ 9 i<s< 



.900000 o o 



1 000000 o o 



63OOOO ^O Q 



o o 



o o 



o o 



o 



Befides, 



Taxes under $U Denomination!. 2 ?£ 

L f . (In 

JBefides, the Houfe of Commons" 
voted each of their Members! 
4 /. per Week, and count but> 74547* Q © 
2 %6 Members, and no more/ 
fof fourteen Tears 



1 " i . \ m . 



Total $>j5i20£j 5 n£ 

■■■ ■ ', ' " ■ : — P . * 

^ general Ahftraft of Money raised in Eng£ 
land by the Long-Parliament, from No- 
vember 3> 1640, re November 1659* 

$ubfidies . .. • 600000 o o 

The Armies 32780721 13 o 

Tonnage and Poundage 5 700000 o q 

Captives 102000 o a 

Sale of lrijh Lands 1322500 o -0 

Contributions for /r/jS Proteftaots 180000 o © 

F °Cound Ikfal< * rf '*** ute t 414108S 8 - 6 
Excifes 1020000© o 

Duty on Coals . $50000 o © 

Ditto op Currants 51000 o © 

Sequeftratiohs of EftatCS .60440*4 17 © 

Poft age of Letters , . 301000 ^0 

Wine Licences : jn^Q .00 

Compofition for Court of Wards iooqooq o .0 
Offices to Publick Service 950000 .0,0 

Vintners Delinquency . . . . • 4000 © v © 

Compositions for Eftates n 1277226 © 9 

Sale of EngUjk Lands $5380687 3 n{ 

Settled out of Gentlemen* 7 ^_ ^ ^ 
Eftates to pay P. Pahtm j\ ^°°° ° ° 
Compound with /rj/J. Delinquents 1 000000 o o 

V V 4 Charge 



o o 
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Charge of Juftice, fix Years 1200000 o 
To the Houfe of Commons ,1 

fourteen Yeats, comes to 3 74H7 2 9. ° 

Free Gifts to the Saints, viz* in? . 

Money £ 6 ^^° 

in Offices % 305110 o o 

in Eftates fer Arptum 12936$ o p 

. Tptal 9\ 5 12095 I Ut 



Mr. Walker, no lefs a Rebel; than thofe he rails 
at in his Hiftory of Independency, having run 
through all the Rebellion with them, till they 
turn'd him off, and therefore well acquainted with 
their Methods of railing Money, and the Amount; 
thereof, fums up the fame after this Manner ' 
' Nor is it a fmalj Artifice to raife Money by fo 
many feveral and confus'd Taxes, whereas one or 
two Ways would have done the Work: x. Royal 
Subfidy of 3QQ000 /. a. Pole-Money. 3. The 
free Loans and Contributions upon the publick 
Faith amounted to a vaft incredible Sum of 
Motiey, Plated Hojfe, Arms, &c, 4. Irifh Adven- 
ture for Sale of L$nds, the firft and fecond time. 
5. The Weekly Meal. 6. TheCity Loan after the 
Ratfe of<fifty Sabfidies. 7. The Afleflment for bring- 
fhg * in the Sms. 8. Thp five and twentieth Part. 
£. The Weekly ^Afleflinent for my Lord General's 
Array. 10. The weekly or monthly Afleflment for 
Sir Thomas Fairfax } s Army. n. The weekly Affef£ 
l&etffc fotthe Scits Army. 12. The weekly Afleff- 
ment fo? the BrjtifbAtmy in Ireland. 13. The week- 
ly Afl e *f m $ n f f° r roy "Lord of Mancbeflers Army. 
14. tree Quarter "(at leaft) cohniv'd at by the 
State $ t>ecaufc the Soldiers having for a time Sub* 

fiftancc 
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flftance that way, are the lefs craving for their Pay, 
whereby their Arrears growing ftale, will at laifc 
either be fruftrated by a tedious Committee of Ac- 
counts, or forgotten ; in the mean time the Grand 
Committee of Accounts difcount it out of the Com- 
manders Arrears, whereby the State faves it. 
15. The King's Revenue. 16. Sequeftrations and 
plunder by Committees, which, if well anfwer'd 
to the State, would have carry'd on the Work ; 
which thus I demonftrate : One half of all the 
Goods and Chattels, and (at Ieaft) one half of all 
the Lands, Rents, and Revenues of the Kingdom 
have been fequefter'd ; and who can imagine that 
one half of* the Profits and Goods of the Land 
will not maintain any Forces that can be kept and 
fed in England for the Defence thereof? sy. Excife 
upon all things. This alone, if well manag'd, 
would maintain the War ; the Low Coumriet make 
it almoft the only Support. 18. Fortification 
Money, &c+ ? By thefe feveral Ways and Taxes 
about fo r rty Millions in Money and Moneys-worth 
have been ifiilVdfroni the People. A vaft Treafure, 
ja^d To exceflive, as nothing but a long Peace could 
import, and nothing but much Fraud and many 
'Follies could diffipate ; and we ought not to won- 
der if it be accounted inter Arcana novijfimi Imperii, 
to be always making, yet never finifhing an Account 
f herppf. 

It is here to be pbferv'd, that the forty Millions 
he here fpeaks of were pqly to the Year 16474 fo 
that' they had not been abtfvefive Years racing and 
expending them. Nor is it lefs remarkably, ttoc 
Walter had gooe JHand in Hand in the Parliament 
with the Extorters and Confumers of ail this Treat 
ftfre, being himfelf as deep concerned as any other 
j& the VilJany, and yet nevet £kw into it, til! the h& 

dependents 
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dependents tbruft him and his Presbyterian Party from 
having any Share in the Cheat. 

An Abftraft of the *uafl Rewards many of 
the Rebels be flow d on themfelves for ha- 
Ding brought the Kingdom to Ruin^ which 
were all Vfurpations upon the Crown and 
the -Nation. 

William Lentbal, Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, worth ioooL per Annum, be (ides Bribes | 
Matter of the Roils, wdrth $ooo l. per Annum, be- 
sides the Sale of Offices ; Chamberlain of Chefter t 
Chancellor .of the. Exchequer, worth 1230/. per 
Annum; and one of the Commiffioners of the 
Great*Seal, worth 1 500 1- per Annum, befides <5ooo /. 
given him at once by the Houfe of Commons* 

Bulftrode Whltlock, Commiflioner off the Great* 
Scal, worth 1500/. per Annum, and 2000/, given 
him at once in Money. 

Edward Prideaux , oiice Ceromiffiotner of the 
Great-Seal, as above, afterwards pra&is'd as 
King ? s Council, worth 500 /. per Amain, and Poii- 
matter of the inland Letters, worth 100/. per 
Week. - » - 

- The. Earl of Warwick, Poft-mafter of foreign 
Letters, worth 5000 /• per Annum* 

' Roger Hiti, a petty Lawyer, 1200/. per Annum 
Out of the Bifhop of Wincbefter's Lands. 
' Francis Rous, Provoft of Eaton, worth 600 /. per 
r 'Amtm, and a College Leafe worth 600 /.more. 

- Jvbn Ufie, Mailer of St. Crofts, worth 800 /. per 
Annum.: 

Oliver St. John, Attorney and SolJicitor, and pal- 
ling of Pardons and Qnamiffions, worth 40000 A 

Thomas 
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'Thomas Purjy fen* a broken Weaver and ignorant 
5ollicitor, 3000 /. given him. 

Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Paymafter of the Army, 
worth tfoooo /. 

John Selden, 5000 /. given him. 

Sir Benjamin Rudyard, 5090 /. given him. 

Sir John Hipfley, 2000 /. given him. 

Sir Thomas Walfingham, the Honour of Eltham 
given him, and cut down Timber worth 40^0 /. 

Benjamin Valentin, 5000 /. given htm. 

Sir Henry Heyman, 5000 /. given him. 

Denz.il Hollis, 5000/. given him. 

JSlath- Btfcon, 3000 /. given him. 

John Stevens, ioqo /. given him. 

Robert Reynolds, 2000 k given him, and Lamb 
worth 400-/4 per Amtjm. 

Sir John Cfrtwrthy charged with defrauding the 
Stgte of 40000 /* 

John A/be, 14200 /. given him* 

Francis Pierpoint; the Afchbi&op of lbrk % s Lands 
lying in Notttyban$ire giveniiittK 

William Pierpoint, 7000 /. given him, and all the 
Earl of Kingftoris perfonal Eftate, worth 46000 /• 
; JehnBlac&fion, Supported in a Cheat of 6000 L 
left by Sir John Fenner for charitable Ufes, had 
1 2000 /. given him in Money, the Bifhop of liur- 
hams Gaftle at Durham, and Lands of great Value, 

■ ■ Scawine, 2000 /. given him- 

Ifaac Pewiingm, 7000 /. given him, and many of 
the Bithops Lands. 

Samuel Vajfel, 1000 /• given him- 

Sir William Breretm bad Cq/hiobery, and other 
Lands pf the . Lord Capefs* worth 2000 /. per 
Annum, given him, with the Archbifliop s Houfe 
ftnd Lands at Croydon. 

John. Pen > 4000/. given hint. 

Cornelim 
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Cornelius Holland had as much of the King's 
Land for 200 /. per Annum as was worth 1 6 or 
1800, • •• 

Philip Skippcn, 1000 1, per Annum Land of Inhe* 
ritance given him. • 

Thomas Weftro, the Bifhop of IVorcefter's Manor 
of Harthero given him. 

'. Sir Arthur Haflerig, the Bifhop of Durham's 
Houfe, Park, and Manor of Aukland, and 6500 1. 
in Money given him. 

The Lord Gray of Grooty, the Queen's Manor- 
Houfe, Park, and Lands at Holdenby given him. 

Sir William Confiable fold his Land to Sir Marmar 
duke Longdate for 15000 /. and was reftor'd to. ic 
again by the Parliaments 

Sir WiUiam Purefoy, 1 5 00 /. given him. / 

Sir Edward Hungerford had the Lands of the 
Counted Dowager of Rutland, worth 1 500 /. per 
Annum, given him. 

ff/alter Long, 5006 /- given him. 

Thomas Scot, the Bifhop's Houfe at Lambeth given 
him. 

Mr.AJburt, 1 000 i. given him. 

Every Member of the Houfe of Commons al- 
low'd 4 /• per Week. 

. This is only a Specimen of tHe Generofity of 
thofe Rebels to one another. Some of the Employ? 
toentsthey had were mention'd among the firft, to 
|how that fuch Places of Profit were not fufficiens 
for the Saints; for all the reft abovemention'd had" 
alfo Tery gainful Places ; but it feeifts needlefs to 
mention them, becaufe it would bb too tediotjs. 
If we. were' now to -fee what Oliver Cromwell al* 
low'd himfelf,and all his Favourites, the Sum would 
be immenfe ; and the fame will be found to be the 
Prafticc under ail Ufurpations. Where there is no 

Right, 
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Right, Bribery and Corruption is the main Support; 
And thofe who live and thrive' upon the Spoil of 
their fellow Subje&s, will not fail to (land by the 
Injuftice for their own Intereft- We will now leave 
thefe Traitors to come to the Restoration of the 
rightful Heir* 

K. CHARLES H. 

1 

OF whom too much has been writ by Friends 
and Enemies; and many are dill living, who 
knew his Perfon, and his Government, which has 
been vilely flander'd by fcandalous Perfons, who 
think they can never fufficiently rail at rightful Mo- 
aarchs, tho' all their Malice turns to their own 
eternal Infamy. I will not prefume to give a Cha- 
ra&er of this Prince, but will only in a few Words 
repeat what an impartial Foreigner fays of him, 
viz.. That as a wife ^nd prudent Perfon he govern- 
ed his Dominions,atid laboured to fupprefs the Re- 
mains of Rebellion, which wicked Men labour'd 
to revive in his Dominions ; that he was the Pa- 
tron of Learning, and by his wife Condud made 
his Kingdom flourifh with Plenty,Trade and Peace. 
To come to the Point of Taxes and Impofitions, 
the firft we meet with was in the twelfth Year of 
this King's Reign,, being the Year of fiis Rcflora- 
tion, entitled. 
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A Subfidy granted to the King of Tonnage and 
Poundage, and other Sums of Money payable 
upon Merchandize exported and imported 
(for Life ) after the following Rates. 



I. 



h 



} 



3 

i 

2 



S. 



oo 

IO 



00 
IO 

00 

05 



d. 



4 10 00 



6 00 00 



00 
00 



Of every Ton of French Wine im- 
ported to London, and its Mem- 
bers, by the natural born Sub- 
jeds of England 

For every Ton of French Wine im- 
ported, as above, by Foreigners 

For every Ton of French Wine im- 
ported into other Ports by Englijb 

The fame by Aliens 

For every But or Pipe of Mufcadels, 
Malmfeys, Cuts, Tents, Alicants, 
Baftards, Sacks, Canaries, Ma- 
lagas, Maderas, and other Wines 
whatsoever, of the Growth of )> 2 j 00 
the Levant, Spain, Portugal, or 
any of their Dominions, brought 
to the Port of London by Eng* 
lijb 

The fame by Strangers 

The fame in other Ports, imported 
by Englijb 

By Foreigners 

For every Awn of Rhenijb, or other 
Wine of the Growth of Germa- 
ny, imported by Englijb 

By Strangers 

For att Goods imported or export- 
ed x 2 d. per Pound Value for the 
EngUJh ; and for Strangers 2 s. per 
Pound Value. 

For 



00 

00 

QO 

00 
00 



>* 



00 00 
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L s. 4. 
For every Piece of broad Gloth ex* } 
: ported by Englijb 5 ° d 3 ° 4 

And by Strangers 00608 

And over and above the afore/aid 1 

Impofitions on Wine, every Tun 

of Wine of the Growth of France, 

Germany, Portugal or Madera, to 

pay in nine Months after import- 
ing . j 
And every Tun of other Wines 4 00 00 

The next was, 

An AH for Provifion of Money to pay off the Armies 
and Navy, being by way of Poll, and rated as. fol- 
lows. i« Every Duke of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, redding in England; to pay 100/* every 
Marquifs 80 /. every Earl 6a I. a Vifcount 50 /. a 
Baron 40 /. The eldcft Son of a Duke, one and 
twenty Years of Age, 60 1, of a Marquifs 50/. of 
an Earl 40 /. of a Vifcount 35 /. of a Baron 30 A 
a Baronet 30 /. a Knight of the Bath 3 o /. a Knight 
Batchelor 20/. a Serjeant at Law 20/. an Enquire 
10/. and every Widow, according to her Husband's 
Degree,a third Part of what her Husband was to pay. 

2. Every Parfon or Vicar poflefs'd of a Parfo- 
nage or Vicarage, or other Eftate of 100 1, per An~ 
num, 40 s. Every Dottor of the Civil or Canon 
Law 5 /• Every Advocate 5 /♦ A Judge or Com- 
miffioner in the Court of Admiralty 20 /. A Doc- 
tor of Phyfick 10/. 

3 . The Lord Mayor of London 40 1 Every She- 
riff or Alderman, or that has fin'd for Alderman, 
20/. Every Deputy Alderman 10/. The Town 
Clerk of London 20 /. Every Common-Council* 
Man 5 /. Every Matter of the firft twelve Compa- 
nies 10 /• Every Warden thereof 6 k 1$ r k 
4 d- Every-Livery Man of thofc Companies 5 & 
Every one who had been Matter of the Com- 
panies 
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panics of Dyers, Brewers, Leather fellers, Girdiers, StO* 
timers, Woodmongers, Upholflerers, Apothecaries', Peu£ 
terers, Tallow-Chandlers, Armourers or Saddlers, 6 1. 
Every Warden of any of thofe Companies 5 /. Eve- 
ry Livery-Man of them 3 /. Every Yeoman 1 /• 
Every Matter of the Company of Barber- Surgeons, 
White-bakers, Wax-Chandlers^ Cutlers, Butchers, Car- 
fenters, Painters, Cor dwainers, Coopers, Scriveners,Brown- 
haters, Turners, or Inn-holders, 3 /. Every one who 
had been Warden of any of thofe Companies 2 /. 
Every Livery-Man thereof 1 /. Every Perfon wh* 
had been Mafter of the Company of Founders, Cut* 
lers, Mafons, Bricklayers* Joyners, Plaifterers^ Wea- 
vers, Fruiterers, Marblers, Embroiderers, Poulterers, 
Cooks or Plummers, 1 L Every Warden of thofe'Com- 
panies 15 s. and every one of the Livery 1 o s. Every 
Perfon that had been of the Livery of the Companies 
of Bowjers,Fletchers, Blackfmiths, Bottle-makers, Wool- 
packers, Farriers, Paviers, Loriners, Glaziers, Clerks, 
or Watermen, 5 s. Every Freeman of any Compa- 
ny within the City of London 1 2 d. Every Keeper 
of one or more Hackney Coaches,and two Horfes, 
1 ox. Every Merchant Stranger, if a Knight, 40 /• 
if below that Degree, and trading to Sea, 10/. if 
trading within the Land, 5 /• Every Alien ufing 
Trade within any City or Corporation, if a Houfe- 
keeper, 10 s. Every EngUJh Merchant in or about 
London, not a Freeman, 10/. Every Faftor in the 
City .2 /. Every Perfon that had been an Alderman 
in any City within the Kingdom, under the De- 
gree of a Knight or Efijuire, 5 /. 
. 4. The Prothonotary of the Kings-Bench 10b /- 
Clerk of the Crown of the fame 20 /. Cufios Bre- 
mium of the fame 40 /• Marfhal of the fame 50 s. 
Mafter of the. Rolls 60 /. Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery 40 /. Clerk of the Rules, and in the Kings- 
Bench, loL Mafter of the Subpoena Office 10 /• 

Warden 
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Warden of the Fleet 70 /« Clerk of the Hanaper 
50 A Clerk* of the Enrollment, each 40/. each of 
the fix Clerks in Chancery 10 L every Curficor of 
the fame 10 /. Ufber of the fame 10 /. every Qcrk 
of the Petty bag 5 /. every Examiner 10 /. Chief 
Regifter of the fame 20 1. every Under-Regiftct 
10 /. every Clerk in the Office of the Six Clerks in 
Chancery 8 /. each of the Clerks of the Chapel of 
the Rolls 3 /. every Prothonotary of the Common* 
Pleas jo /. Cu/ios Brevium of the fame 80 /. every 
Filacer of the fame 10 A Clerk of the Outlawries 
20 1 Clerk of the Statutes 20 /. the Clerk of the 
Treafury 10 /. Exigenter of London 46 /. every other 
Exigenter 5 /. the King's Remembrancer of the 
Exchequer 40 /. every Teller of the fame 10./. the 
Treasurer's Remembrancer 20 L every Attorney of 
the Office of the King's Remembrancer 10 /• every 
Attorney of the Office of Pleas 10 A the Remem- 
brancer, of the Firft-Fruits 20 /. Clerk of the 
Eftreats 20/. Clerk of the Pleas 30 A the Auditor 
of the Receipts in the Exchequer 40 k Clerk of the 
Fell in the Receipt 30/. Ufher of the Court of 
Exchequer 20/. every Attorney of the Office of 
Pleas there 10 1, every Attdkot of the fame 10 1. 
every Clerk of the Court of the Dutchy of Lan- 
cafier 10 1 every Auditor of the fame 10 /. every 
Qerk of the Privy-Seal 10/. every Qerk of the 
gnct 10 /. every Attorney in any of the Courts at 
'eftmhifter, or within the Courts of Law or Equi- 
ty, or in the Counties Palatine of Cbefter, Lancafier 3 
Durham, and the Marches of Wales, 3 /. every Per- 
fon in any Office or Place under the King (except 
his Houfliold Servants in ordinary) 10/- the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London 50 /• every one that 
could fpend in Land, Leafe, Moneys, or Stock* 
1 00 /. per Annum, 40 /. and Co for a greater or 
leflfer Eftate ; every fingle Pcrfon above the Age of 

X fixteca 
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fixtecn Tears izd. every Perfon not raced, nor re-* 
ceiving Alms, above fixtcen Years of Age, 6 d. 

This was perhaps the greateft Poll-Tax, and 
mod particular, that had been known ; but all the 
Produce of it was for disbanding the Army, which 
had for feveral Years ruin'd the Nation, and the 
King received no Advantage by it ; fo that there 
can be no Pretence to place any of it to his Ac- 
count. However, this heavy Poll falling fiiort 
for disbanding of the Army, the fame Parliament 
prefently after pafs'd another, entitled » 

An AH for raifing feven fcore tboufand Pounds , for 
the compleat disbanding of the Army. 

The next, being indeed for his Majefty's Ufe, 
was An AEl for the fpeedy raifing 70000 /. for the 
prefent Supply of his Majefty. 

The fame Year pafs'd an Aft for A Grant of cer- 
tain Impofitions upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, for 
the Increafe of his Majefty s Revenue during his Life. 
But it is to be obferv'd, that at the fame time the 
Parliament took from the King % the Court of 
Wards, and Liveries, and Tenures in Capite, and 
by Knights Service and Purveyance ; fo that they 
gave with one Hand, and cut off with the other. 
The Rates then fettled were, for every Barrel of 
Beer or Ale, above fix Shillings the Barrel, brew'd 
to be fold, 1 / . 3 d* for every Barrel of fix Shillings 
Beer, or under, brew'd for Sale, 3 d. for every 
Hogfliead of Cyder fold by Retail, 1 s. 3 d. for all 
Metheglin and Mead fold, for every Gallon one 
Half-penny ; for every Barrel of Beer, commonly 
caird Vinegar- Beer, 6d* for every Gallon of 
ftrong Water, or Aqua-vita, 1 d. for every Barrel 
of Beer or A* z imported from beyond the Seas, j s. 
for every Tun of Cyder, or Perry, imported from 
beyond the Seas, 5 /. and fo proporrionably for a 
greater or lefler Quantity ,• for every Gallon of 

Spirits, 
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Spirits, taade bf ahy kind Of Wine or Cyder im- 
ported, 2d* for every Gallon of Strong Water, 
perfe&ly made, imported from beyond the Seas, 4 L 
For every Gallon of Coffee made and fold, to be 
paid by the Maker thereof, qd. for every Gallon 1 
of Chdcblate, Sherbet, and Tea, made and fold, 
to be paid by the Maker thereof, 8 d. 

The fame Year ftill pafs'd An Aft for netting and 
eftMiJhing a Poft'OjJue, which then brought in a 
Revenue of 21000 /• a year. It had been firft 
erefted under Oliver CrMwefs Ufurpatiori. The Al- 
terations made afterwards (hall be taken notice of 
in their Places : The Rates fettled kt the Time 
we fpeak of Were, 

Jhknd Letters. 

For the Port of every Letter* not exceeding one 
Sheet, to or from any Place not exceeding four- 
fcore kngUJb Miles diftant from the Place where 
fuch Letter (hall be received, 2 J. 

For the like Port of every Letter, not exceeding 
two Sheets, 4^. 

And for the like iPort of every Packet of Letters, 
proportkmably unto the faid Rates. 

And for the like Port of every Packet of Writs, 
Deeds, or other things, after the Rate of 3 d. foe 
every Ounce Weight. 

And for the Port of every Letter, not exceeding 
one Sheet, above the Diftance of four- fcore Miles 
from the Place where the fame (hall be receiv'd, 

3d- 

And for the like Port of a Letter not exceeding 
two Sheets, 6 d. and proportionally to the fame 
Rates for the like Port of all Packets of Letters- 

X 2 And 
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And for the like Port of ev?ry other Packet of 
Writs, Deeds, or other things, 12 d. for ctejy 
Ounce Weight. 

And for the Port of every Letter, not exceeding 
one Sheet, to and from Dublin, 6 d* 

For two Sheets 1 s. and fo proportionally ; an4 
for every Ounce 2 /• 

For fingle Letters carry'd forty Miles beyond 
Dublin 2 d. and fo proportionately. 

Letters to or from Places beyond the $ea* 

Morlaix, St> Malos, Caen, Newhpven, and Places 
of the like Diftance, Port paid to Roan is foe 
fingle 6d. double ltd. treble 18 d. Ounce 1$ d. 

Hamburg, Cologn, Frankfort, Port paid to Ant- 
werp, fingle 8d. double 16 d. treble 24 d. Ounce 
24*/. 

Venice j Geneva, Leghorn, Rome, Naples, Mefjina % 
and all other Parts of Italy by way oi Venice, frank'd 
for Mantua, fingle 9 d. double 1 8 d* treble a s* 3 </• 
Ounce 2 /. 8 d. 

Marcelia, Smrna, Confiantinople; Aleppo, and all 
Parts of Turkey, Port paid to Marcelia, fingle 1 j.' 
double 2 j. three Quarters of an Ounce is. $d. 
Ounce 3 j /• pd. . * 

And for Letters brought from the hid Places 
to England, fingle 8 d. double is. 4 d. treble 2 /. 
Ounce 2 s. 

Mdfor the Tort Letters brought into England 

from 

Calais, Diep, Bologn, Abbeville, Amiens, St. Omers, m 
Montrel, fingle 4*/. double 8 d. treble 1 s. Ounce 1 s. 

Roan, fingle 6 d. double 1 j. treble is. 6d. 
Ounce 1 s. 6d. 

Genoa, 
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Gertoa, Leghorn* Rome, and othet Places of haly, 
by way of Lyons, frank'd for Lyons, fingle 1 s. 
double 2 s. three Quarters of in Ounce 2 s* $4. 
Outtcc 3 s. yd. 

And of Letters fent outwards. 

To Bourdeaux r Rochet, Nantz,, Orleans, Bay on, 
"tours, arid Places of like Diitance, Port paid to 
Paris, Angle 9 d. double is. 6 J. treble 2* 3 L 
Ounce 2 s. $ d. 

And for Letters broiight from the fame Places 
to England, fingle 1 s. double 2 /• three Quarters 
pf an Outtce 3 r. Ounce 4 /. 

Alfo Letters fent outwards. 

To Noremtergh, Bremen, VAntuck, Lufock, Leifr 
Jick, and other Places of like Diftance, Poft paid tO 
Hamburgh, (Ingle 1 s, double 2 s. three Quarters of 
an Ounce 3 s. Ounce 4 s. 

Paris, fingle $> d. double 1 s* <fd. treble 2 s, 3 d. 
Ounce 2/. 

Dunkirk, O/tend, Lifle, fyes, Courtrey, Gaunt, 
Brujfels, Brudges, Antwerp, add "all other Parts of 
Flanders, fingle 8 d. double i j. 4 d, treble 2 s. 
Ounce 2 s. 

Slurs, Flufhing, Mddkburg, Amfterdam, Rotterdam, 
Delf, Hague, and from all other Parts of Holland 
and Zealand, fingle 8 d. double is. 4 d. treble 
£ s. Ounce 2 *• 

The (ame Tear afl Arrears of the Excife due 
fince the time of the Rebellion ; as alfo the Eftates 
of feverai Rebels exeepced out of the A& of Ob- 
livion. 

X 3 Anno 
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Amto 1661, Reg, 13, there pafs'd An 4& fir 
granting unto the Kings Majefij twelve hundred and 
three/core thou/and Pounds, to be affefsd and levyd by 
an Affeffment of three-fcore and ten thou/and Pounds pel 
Month, for eighteen Months. 

Anno Reg> 13 and 14 pafs'd An Act far efiar 
blijbing an additional Revenue upon his Majeftj, his Heirs 
and Succejfersy for the better Support of his and their 
Crown and Dignity. This was generally call'd 
Chimney- Money, being 3 s. upon every Fire- 
Hearth yearly, which never amounted to above 
three hundred thoufand Pounds per Annum clear, 
yet afterwards became on? Ground of endlefs 
Clamours, as if it had been the mod grievous Bur- 
den ever impos'd upon Subje&s. Accordingly it 
was afterwards taken 0$; but what followed, the 
Reader may obftrve. 

Anno Dont. 1663, Reg. 15, pafs'd An ASlfor 
granting to his Majeftyfour entire Subfidies by tfy Tern" 
penality > and An Ait for confirming four Subfidies gran- 
ted by the Clergy. ' The Supplies granted this Seffioa 
were for carrying on the War again ft the Dutch- 

The 1 6th and 17th Years, An AB for granting a 
royal Aid unto the Kings Majefiy of 2477500/. to be 
raiSdy and levy d % and paid in three Tears. For thp 
fame Dutch War. 

Anno Dont. 166% , Reg. 17, A& ASl for granting tQ 
his Majefiy the Sum of 1 250000 /, for his prefent Supply* 
This Parliament met at Oxford^ the Plague then ra- 
ging in London. 

Anno Dom. 1 666, Reg. j 8, An Aft for raifing 
Moneys by a Poll> and otherwife 9 towards the Mainte- 
nance of thp f re fw{ War. This was computed at 
1256347 A 13 s . '* 

Anno Dom. 1 668, Reg* 20, An ASi for raifing 
3 1 0000 1.' by an Impofition upon Wines and other Liquors. 
The Rates impos'd were 4^ upon every Quart 

of 
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of French Wine fold by Retail, and 6 d. upon every. 
Quart of Spanijh Wine, and ud. for every Quart 
of Liquors diftilTd, fold, as has been faid, by Re* 
tail. Note, That before this Ad French Wine was 
fold in Taverns for 8 d. the Quart, and upon this 
Impofition it was rais'd to 1 2 d. the Quart, as it 
continued for many Tears ; but is now, and has 
been long rais'd to 5 s. the Quart. 

Anno Dm. 1670, Reg. 22, An Ali far granting to 
his Majefly an Impofition upon all Wines and Vinegar 
imported between the four and twentieth Day of June 
1670, and the four and twentieth Day of June 1^78. 
The Rates were* for every Tun of French Wine 
and Vinegar 8 /. and for every Tun of Spanijh or 
other Wine 1 2 /• 

The fame Year the King fold his Fee-Farm 
Rents; but what they amounted to is hard t6 
know. Thus the Crown was quite ftript, the 
Tenures in Capite 9 &c* having been taken awa^ 
before, and now thefe Rents, fq that nothing rc- 
xnaki'd* 

Amio Dom* 1671, Reg. 23, An AH for granting a 
Subfidy to his Majefly for Supply of his extraordinary Oc- 
cafions. This Subfidy was laid as follows: All 
Bankers to pay 1$ s. for every hundred Pounds out 
of the perfonal Eftates. All Money lent to his 
Ma jefty, for which above fix per Cent was owing, 
to fly 15 s. out of every hundred Bounds. All 
Perfonal Eftates, in Goods, Stock, Money, &c. 
to pay 6 ;• for every hundred Pounds Value. All 
Offices to pay 2 s. in th? found pf their yearly 
Profits. All Lands and Tenements to pay 12 d. in 
the Pound of their yearly Value. 
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. The (kmc Tear pafc'd An A3 for an Addttiowi 
Excife ufm Beer, Ale, and other Liquors. The Rates 

thus; 

/. 
For every Barrel of Beer or Ale 7 

above 6 1- the Barrel J ° 

For every Barrel of Beer or Ale 7 

of 6 s. the Barrel or under 5 ° 

For every Hogfiiead of Cyder or 7 



Perry 
>r evei 
Mead 



For every Gallon of Metheglin or 7 



So 


i. 


OO 


oo 


oo 


03 


01 


<S 


oo 


OOj 



For every , Barrel of Beer, com* 7 ^^ 

monly call'd Vinegar-Beer J P 00 06 
For every Gallon of Strong Water, 7 

or Aqua-vita j° ^ 0I 
For every Barrel of Beer or Ale 7 

imported from beyond the Seas j ° °> °^ 
For every Tun of Cyder imported 7 

from beyond the $eas* J* 00 0< * 

For every Gallon of Low-Wines 7 „ • 

made of Liquors imported , J 0i 

For every Gallon of Coflee iqade 7 • ^^ 

and fold 1° 00 °* 

For every Gallon of Chocolate, 7 • ft 

Sherbet, and Tea J° 00 0? 

The fame Year, An AH f<* laying pnfo/hms m 
Proceedings of law, at the follawiag Rates - 



For every Charter or Grant under 

the Great-Seal of England, or 

County Palatine of Lancafter> ) 2 op oj 

not ex£ee{iing one Skin of Par^h- 
- ment •' 



If 



/ 
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I. s. d* 

If above one Skin, for every other 7 0Q 

For every Grant of Lands, Fee, 

Perpetuity, Leafe for Tears, &c. 

under the Great-Seal, Seal of ? QQ 

the Exchequer, or County or 

Dutchy of Lane after, in one Skin 

of Parchment 
If above one Skin, for every other 7 - 

Skin S * 1Q w 

For every Grant of any Sum of > 

Money, or Pardon, not excee- > 2 00 00 

ding one Skin ) 

If above one Skin, every other 7 t „ fl 

Skin - * ■ 

For every fpiritu*! Prefentation and 

Donation of the Value of to L ^ 2 00 00 

or abfcve, in tke King's Books 
If the Value but 10^ or above, , Q l0 qq 

in the King's Books S r '* 

For every Conveyance, Deed, <*Tc ? ' - 

' enrolltf $ * <* °° ; 

For every Writ or Covenant for 7 Q 

which under 20 *• is paid S 

For every fuch Writ for which 20 r. 7 ^ ^ g 

or above is paid 3 

For every Writ of Entry in the ^ Q ^ ^ 

Alteration Office 
For every original Writ, StAfma y 

Bill of Middlefex, Latitat, Writ of * ^ ^ 

Capias, Quo minus. Writ of De- 

dimtts Ptteftatem, &c. 
For renewing every £uch Procefs . 9 00 04 

For the Entry of every fuch Ac* > - 

' tion where the Debt or Da- > o 00 c6 

jnage does not amount to 40 s. y 

^ For 
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L s. d. 

For every Exemplification, paffing } 

• the Seal of any Court, not ex- > o 07 ctf 

ceeding one Skin j 

If above one Skin, for every other > 

Skin 3 °* 

For every Pleading in Chancer y 9 £x- £ 

chequer^ or Dutchy of Lancafier > 01 oa 
For every Copy taken out of the K 

fame Courts, for every Sheet 5 00 
For every Copy in any other Court } 

of Equity or Conscience, for eve- > o 00 o; 

ry Sheet y 

For every Order entcr'd, and Re- > 

port filed in the fame Courts y - 

For every Copy of fuch Order or ? Q ' 

Report S * °? 

For every Copy of Proceeding in 

the Courts at mftmmfter , for 

which 8 i. /*r Sheet is paid, for 

every fuch Shict , 
For every Copy of Proceedings in 

thcrfe Courts, for which 4 d. fer £> o 00 or 

Sheet is paid, for every Sheet 
For every Copy of fuch Proceed- 
ings, where the Debt or Da- 
' mage does amount to 40 s. for eve- 
ry Sheet 
For every Affidavit, where any Fee 

is due to the Officer 
For the Copy of every fuch Affida- 
vit 
For every fp^cial Bail, or Appea- ? 00 o6 

ranee taken 5 

For every Rufc ©r Order made or ; Q OQ Q2 

given 5 



00 oi 



co 0$ 



00 04 



For 
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For every Copy of fuel} Ritfp or Order © oo 02 

For every Judgment o d 00 

For every Decree and Difmiflion o 05 00 

For every Record of Nijiprius o 02 06 

For Copies of Records in the Courts p 

of Weftminfter and the Exchequer, > O ©Q Oi 
for every Sheet , -> 

For every Pofiea return'd o 01 co 

For every Recognizance, Statute p 

Staple, or Merchant enrolTd or > o oz 00 

cnter'd -> 

For every Writ of Error © 00 otf 

For every Order or Rule thereupon o oi 00 
For every Citation or Monition out ? co 04 
1 of any Spiritual Court < 5 * 

For every Libel, or Allegation o 01 00 

For every Depofition of Witneffes o 00 04 
For every Anfwer, Sentence, 05 ~> Q 00 ^ 

final Decree _ > 

For every CommilfiQn ifluing out of 

an Ecclefiaftical Court 
For every Inventory exhibited in 

an Ecclefiaftical Court, amount- £ o 01 00 

ing to 40 /. and not to 100 /. 
For every Inventory amounting to 

xco/. and not to 500/ 
For every Inventory amounting to 

500 /. and not to 1000 L 
For every Inventory amounting to 

1000/. and above 
For every Inftitution of any Eccle- 
fiaftical Court 
for every Licence that fhall p?fs 
* the Seal of any Ecclefiaftical 

Court, except licences to eat 

JFlefh in Lent 



o 02 00 



o 06 00 

12 60 

1 02 60 

o 05 OO 



O 01 00 



For 
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For the Copy of every Will re- > 

gifter'd, for every Sheet 5 ° °° 0I 

For the Copy of every Inventory a 

exhibited in any Ecdefiaitical S o 06 02 

Court, fhall be paid per Preft S 

For every Appeal to the Delegates o 10 00 

For ^very other Appeal O 03 04 

For every Significavit pro Corporis De- > , 

hberatiw* ^ $ O 05 O* 

For every Difpenfation to holdtwd 7 

Ecclefiaflical Dignities, or a Be- > o 15 00 

nefice and a Dignity 3 

For every other Difpenfatiort o 10 00 

For every Warrant, Monition, Per- 
gonal Decree, Libel, Allegation, 

Depofition, and Perfonal Anfwer, 

out of the Court of the High r ° °* ot> 

Admiral, arfti Courts of that 

Jurifdidion 
For cVery Commiflion under the *> 

Great Seal of any of thofe > o 05 00 

Courts b 

for every Sentence given in arty of ~h 
- the faid Courts . S 

For every Attachment out of any ) 

of the faid Courts 5 ° °* °« 

For every Relaxation of every At- ? 

tachment out pfthe faid Courts 5 ° °* °4 

Anno Dom. i*>73> £*?• a?* pafs'd An Acifor 
tmfing the Sum of twetve hundred thirty eight thoufdrtd 
/even hundred and fifty Pound*, on account Of the 
Dutch War the Nation was then engaged in ,• and 
to oblige the King to recall his Bteclaratidn for 
Liberty of Confcience ; and to pafs the Ad foC all 
Perfons in Office to take the Teft. 

Arm 



o 05 00 
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Anno Dom, 1677* Reg. 29, pzfs'd A* Aii for 
raffing five hundred eighty four thoufand nine hundred 
feventy eight Pounds, two Shillings and two Pence half* 
penny, for the fpeedy building thirty Ships of War. As 
alfo, An A& for an additional Excife upon Beer, AJ* 9 
and other excifeabk Liquors, far three Tears. 

Anm Dotn. 1678, Reg* 30, An Alt for raifing Mo* 
my by a Poll, and otberwife, to enable his Majefiy to en- 
ter into an a&ual War againfi the French King, and 
for prohibiting French Commodities. . 

The fame Year again, An ASlfor granting a Supply 
tQ his Majefiy of fix hundred nineteen thousand three 
hundred and eighty Pounds , eleven Shillings and mm 
Pence, for disbanding the Army, and other Vfes therein 
mention i. They gave (he Money juft before to 
raife it, and now to disband it, becaufe the King 
had not immediately at tfieir Beck declared War 
with France ; and therefore they put it out of his 
Power to declare it for the future, not trufting 
his Majefty with this Money, but putting it irfto 
private Hands to disband the fa id Army. Now 
the Spirit of Rebellion, which had been workiag 
more privately ever fince the Reiteration, began to 
appear baxefoc'd. 

Anno Dom. 1679* Reg* 31, An AEl for granting a 
Supply to his Majefiy of mo hundred andfixty thousand 
four hundred fixty two Pounds, feventeen Shillings and 
three Pence, for paying off and disbanding the Farces 
raifed fince the 29th qf Sept. 1677* The Kindnefs 
of this Grant was to leave his Majefty defencekfs* 
as will appear by their Vote the next Tear* 

When afcer having otherwise much infoked his 
Majefty, by thrufting the Bill of Exciufioa upon 
him, which he had feveral times reje&ed, and 
voced his fafleft Friends to be his Enemies, they 
farther refblv'dj 

thai 
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Tfatt whofeevtr fiaff hereafter lend, or caufe to he Uritl 
by vmj of Advance, any Money upon the Branches of the 
King s Revenue, arifingby Cuftoms, Excife, or Hearth-rhfc* 
ney, Jbal/ bejudg'd to hinder the fitting of Parliaments $ 
andfbaU be refponfible for the fame in Parliament. 

Thus they disbanded the Forces that were the 
King's Security, laid a fcanddlous Imputation up- 
on his beft Friends, and, to conclude his Ruin, en- 
deavour'd to deprive him of any Affiftance from his 
Subjeds , whcnfeever he fliould be in the greateft 
Want of Money. 

Thus far concerning Taxes during the Reigti 
of King Charles II. His other Adions not ap- 
pertaining to us, we fhall only add, That he died 
on the 6th of February 1684-5, in the 55 th Year of 
his Age, and the 3 7th of his Reign, leaving the 
Crown to his Brother, 



K. J A M E S II. 

A Prince fo unfortunate, as not only to lofe 
his Crown, but to be alfo expos'd to the 
Slanders of every malicious railing Scribbler, and 
to have it thought a Crime to vindicate him from 
unjuft Afperfions ; therefore his Chara&er (hall be 
pa&'d by, and we fhall only refer the Readers to 
that which Dr. Kennet has given of him in his Pre- 
face to an Addrefs of Thanks ; and I hope no Man 
will fay that Doftor is his Friend, tho* he has ex- 
toll'd hirtx beyond the Emperor Trajan 9/ and even 
above all Monarchs that ever were, or are like to 
be. To come now to the Point of what Treafure 
he received from his Sub jefts. 

In the Year of our Lord 1685, being the firft 
of his Reign, was pafs'd An Aft for fettling the Re- 
venue p« his Majefiy for his Life, which was fettled on 

his 
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his late Mayfly for bis Life* This, as has been faid 
before, confifted in Cuftoms, Excife, and Hearth- 
money, and was repeal'd upon his being rcmorM 
from the Throne. 

• The next, in the fame Year, was An Alt for 
granting fits Majefly an Impofition upon all Wines and 
Vinegar imported between the 24th of June, 1 685, and 
the 24th of June, 1 693. This was afterwards con* 
tinu'd under King WiUiam^ as we (hall there fee ; 
and was given for a Supply for Repairs of the Na- 
vy, and providing Scores for the Navy and Ord- 
nance, and other his Majefty's weighty and impor- 
tant Occalions* The Rates impos'd were thefe : 

/. /• L 
Upon every Tun of French Wine 

and of Vinegar imported, within 

the Time aforefaid, into Englan d, ^>o8 00 00 

or Wales, or the Town of Ber- 

wick upon Tweed 
Upon every Tun of Spanijh Wines 

fo imported, or of any other )>n 00 00 

Wines 

Then follow'd, ftiil the fame Year, An AH fir 
granting to his Majefly an Impofition upon all Tobacco and 
Sugar imported between the 24th Day of June, itf8y, 
and the 24th Day of June, itfpj. This, as well as 
the former, was for a further Supply for the Re- 
pairs of the Navy, and providing Stores for the Na- 
vy and Ordnance, and Payment of the Debt due to 
his late Majefty V Servants and Family, and other 
hi$ Majefty s weighty and important Occafions. 
The Rates impos'd were ; 
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o 00 06 



Upon every Pound-weight of To- "I 
bacco imported into England, or J 
Woks, or the Town of Berwick I 
upon TuwJ, of the Growth and I 

Produ&ion of any of his Ma- 
jelly's .Plantations, Iflands, or 
Territories in America, 3 d. above 
what it then paid 

Upon every Pound-weight of Spa- 
mjh or Foreign Tobacco, not of 
the Englijb Plantations , above 
what it then paid 

Upon every Pound-weight of Muf- 
covade Sugar, of the aforefaid 
Plantations, Iflands* Lands,, or ? * 00 00 1 
Territories,above what was thea 
paid - 

Upon every Pound-weight of Su- 
gar of the EngUJh Plantations, 
made fk fox common ufe or fpend- 
ing„ above what it then paid 

Upon every Pqund-weight o(Muf- 
covade Sugar of Brazil, or any 
other Foreign Part, not of E*g~ 
HJb Plantations, above what was 
then paid 

Upon every Pouqd of Puneh $\x- t 
gar, above what it then paid j* 

Upon every Pound-weight of Fo- 
reign white Powder Sugar, above 
what was then paid 

Upon every Pound-weight of Fo- 
reign Sugar imported in the Loaf,, 
above what was paid before 



o 00 00 I 



00 00 1 



00 



00 1 



o 00 01? 



O 00 Q} 
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Then follows An Aft fit grauing an Aid to his 
fdajeiiy by an bnf option on all French Linens , and all 
Eaft-India Linens, and feveral other Manufa&uris of 
India ; and on all French wrought Silks and Stuffs* 
and on all other wrought Silks ; and on all Brandies im- 
parted after thefirft Day of July, j 68%, and before the 
fir ft Day of July, 1690, for the Kings extraordinary 
Occafions, and for fupprejfing the Duke of Monmouth'* 
Rebellion* 

This laft Supply we fee was granted his Maje- 
fty for fupprefling of Rebellion ; and therefore no 
more needs be faid of it. The other Impositions upon 
Winej Vinegar, Tobacco and Sugar, were for Re- 
pairs of the Navy, and providing Stores. How 
well that Defign was anfwer'd, let us hear from 
thofe who beft knew it, the PerfonS concern 'd in 
the Navy, as it is delivered in the Book call'd The 
Oecommy of his Majefty* s Navy Office, by an Officer 
of the Navy, Printed in the Year 171 7, when N*r 
vy Officers, or few others, were too apt to fpeak 
well of King James. ^After having taken notice 
in his Preface of the Condition the Navy was in 
under King Charles the II; he proceeds thus : 

€€ His royal Brother King James then afcending 
<c the Throne, profecuted what his Predeecflbr had 
begun, and was as ill ferv'd as the other had 
been ; for after 90000 /. paid to the Navy-Of- 
ficers towards repairing of the Fleet, it'was 
<c found to' be in a worfe Condition than it ha3 
been before the Payment of that Money. Here- 
upon his Majefty refolv'd to put that Affair into 
€t other Hands; and accordingly committed the 
~ fame to Sir Anthdny Dean, Sir John Berry, Mr. 
Hewer, and Mr. Michel, affigning them 400000 /♦ 
a year for Repairs, Sea Srores, and all other 
* c Naval Expences. Thefe, it is to be obferv'd, 
<c were the new Commiffioners added to*he old, 

X ■ "of 
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" of which the Lord Falkland and Sir jM* fltarkh 
€i rough were to continue with them at the Board, 
f< the firft of thofe two continuing Treafurer. 

" The firft Meeting of thefe Commiffioners was 
* in April 1 68(5, when they foon made known the 
u Weaknefs of the Reafons alledg'd for the Decay 
" of the new built Ships in fo fhort a time, which 
cc were, their having been too haftily built, and 
confifting of foreign Plank and Timber. For, 
as to the firft, it appear'd that the fhorteft time 
any of them had been upon the Stocks had been 
nine Months, and fome of them two or three 
u Years ; whereas other Men of War, built be- 
" fore them, had been Emfti'd m fix Months, and 
always prov'd good and found. As to the fe- 
cond Reafon it was found more prepoilerous ; 
u becaufe of above 3500 Loads of Timber provi- 
cc ded for thofe Ships, not above 500 had been of 
" foreign Growth. Befides, nine of the moft able 
cc Builders in the Kingdom gave it in under their 
" Hands to the King, that the foreign Piank is 
u more durable and every way better for the buil- 
ding of large Ships than the Engltjh. This will 
ftartle many, who, being fond of their own 
Country, imagine it affords every thing better 
than any other Part of the World, and particu- 
larly the Oak, which they conceit far exceeds 
any in the World for building of Ships ; where* 
as fo many knowing Men, who fpoke not upon 
Notion, but by Experience, have fo pofitively 
declar'd that the Plank brought from Dantzick, j 
Riga t &c. of the Growth of Poland* Prufiii*, and 
€C Bohemia, does far exceed any of the Enghjh 
Growth ; and this Declaration of fo many able 
Shipwrights was confirmed unanimoully by the 
aforefaid Commiffioners; whereupon an Order 4 
of Council paiVd to authorize the Cooumflioners ] 

" of 
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€€ of the Navy to contrad for foreign Plank for the 
V Ufe of his M.ijefty's Ships. All Diligence was 
*f then us'd in repairing the whole Fle^t* and put* 
<c ting it into a Condition to be ferviceable upon 
u Occafion ; to which eflfed extraordinary Quanti- 
" ties of all forts of Sea Stores were bought ; fo 
" that the Magazines and Yards were better pro- 
" vided than they had been before. - 

" No lefs Gare was taken fot the reftoririg of 
<c Difcipline at Sea, and preventing all forts of 
< ( Diforders; and accordingly, in July i6%6 § his 
< c Majefty made a Regulation to this Etfeft: 
< c x. That no Commander of any of his Majefty's 
« c Ships fliould, for the future, prefume to uke 
€€ aboard, or carry from one Port to another, any 
ic Money, Pkte, Bullion, Jewels, or Other Mer- 
tc chandize ot Goods whatfoever, upon Pain of 
" being difeharg'd from their prefent Employment, 
<c and rendered incapable of any for the future. 
ic 2. That none of them fliould carry any Pafl'ea- 
gers, except Subje&s redeemed from Slavery, 
ftupwreck'd, or taken at Sea out of foreign 
" Ships. 3 . That Copies of ail Orders given at 
<c Sea fliould be tranfmitted to the Admiralty. 
u 4. That all Commanders of Ships fliould fend 
u Accounts of their Proceedings evfcry ti^ie they 
<c put into any Port. $. That at the End of each 
Voyage they fliould deliver in a Book, contain- 
ing a particular Journal of all the Time they 
" had been abroad. Laftly, his Majefty, of his 
* c own Bounty, was pleas'd to augment the Allow- 
" ances of the Sea Gonimaqders, for encouraging 
€i of them to perform their Duty, in this Manner : 
* c The Commander of a Firft-Rate, his fantting 
* c Allowance as before, 2^3 /. 1 j /. and for vkiual- 
u ling, 12/. 3 si 4 d. t the Addition made by his 
? Mafcfty was *$a* a year fo? bis Table- To 
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the Captain of a Second-Rate, whofe Alio wand; 
was up A befides 12 A 31- 4^. for viftualling, 
* the King added 200 A a year. To the Captain 
u of a Third-Rate, whofe Allowance was 182 A 
befideS 12 /. 3 /. 4<A for viftualling, 166/. 5 5. 
To the Captain of a Fourth-Rate, before al- 
u low'd ijc5 A l ios. with the fame as above for 
u victualling, 124 A 5/. To the Captain of a 
" Fifth-Rate, before allow'd 105?/. 10 s. with the 
4< Vi&ualling as above, 100 A Andlaftly, to the 
" Gaptain of a Sixth-Rate, before ailow'd pi A 
<c and Vi&ualling as above, 83 A This without al- 
€€ tering any thing of what had been before allow'd 
€t to Flag Officers. And for the Encouragement 
" of fuch as were employ'd againft the Infidels in 
'* Barbary, the King gave them the full Benefit of 
* c all the Prizes they (hould take, Hulls, Furni- 
€C tiyre, Lading, and Slaves, to be divided be- 
€C tween the Commander or Commanders, and 
* f their Officers and Companies. 

" Through the Care and Induftry of the above- 
€C nam'd Commiffionefs, and his Majefty's parti- 
€C cular Application, the Fleet fo decay'd, as ha$ 
"been faid, was re-eftabli(h , il in fuch manner, 
€< that from an ordinary Summer-Guatd, in lefs 
than two Months no lefs than fixty-feVen Ships 
of War and Firefhips were put to Sea, befides 
Tenders, Yatchs, &c. whereof twelve Third, 
twenty-eight" Fourth, two Fifth, and five Sixth- 
fi Rates, with twenty Fire-Ships. Befides this,' 
the whole Navy was fully repair'd, and a com- 
pleat Proportion of eight Months Sea Stores ac- 
tually provided, and left in diftinft and proper 
Repofitories for every Ship fo repaired. Befides, 
there was laid up in Magazine fuch a further 
Referve, for anfwering the general Service of 
the Navy, as amounted, in- eight only Species 

" thereof. 
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c( thereof, to above 1 00000/. being all foreign 
*' Commodities, and of the bigheft Importance, 
viz* Hemp, Pitch, Tar, Rofin, Canvas, Iron, 
Oil, and Wood; and more Magazines ere&ed 
* for the preferving of* the faid Stores than Had 
ever been before by all the Kings of England 
put together* 

Nor is it fit to omit one of the greateft Im- 
provements then made, which was to reduce the 
** future Maintenance of his Majefty's Fleet, in 
their whole Wear and Tare, to no higher a 
Charge than that of twenty-two Shillings a Man 
per Month, which was then alfo made good, far 
** ving thereby to the Crown a vaft Expence. 

<c To concede, I £hall only mention what Num* 
€c ber of Ships the whole Navy, whether at Sea 
u qx ifl Harbour, then confided of, viz,, nine Firft- 
t€ JUtps, eleven Second-Rates, thirty-nine Thirdr 
<c Rates, forty-one Fpurth-Rates, two Fifth-Rates, 
u fix Sixth-Rate?, three Bomb-Veflels, twenty-fix 
* c Fire-Ships, fa Hoys, eight Hulls, three Ketche?, 
c< fifty-eight Smacks, and fourteen Yatchs, In 
€€ all 173 Sail, carrying 42003 Men, and 6930 
" Guns. 

Here is a full View of the manner how King 
James expended the Money given him by the Par- 
liament for the Ufe of the Navy ; by which it will 
plainly appear that he laid put much more upon it 
than he received. His greateft worldly Care was 
the improving of the Englifi Naval Power ; and 
he underftoqd that Affair very well himfelf. He 
alfo endeayotir'd to maintain Peace, as well know- 
ing that to be the true Happinefs of the Nation, 
which grew rich and flouriflwl by it, tho' at the 
fame time he provided all things to be in a Readi- 
nefs in cafe of an unavoidable War, well knowing 
that as Peace makes People happy, that Happi- 

Y 3 nefs 
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pefs is not to be depended on, unlefs they continue 
in fuch a Pofture as to be able to enter into a Wat 
whenfoever they {hall be obljg'd to it. 

As co the Qthcr Ad ions of this King's Reign, they 
ire foreign Trom the Subjeft in hand ; and fhall 
therefore be pafs^d by, as will be done under the en-j 
fuing Sovereigns, The Wars, which enfu'd after the 
(hort Adminiftratipn of Jting James, gave occafion 
for greater JLxpences, and confequently for more 
Taxes ; fo that there comes on a larger Field of 
Matter ; and the rather, for that in the latter Years 
the Particulars are better exprefs'd in Ads of Par- 
liament than they weye in former Ages. The Du- 
ties have been more diftin#ly laid pn the feveral 
Sorts of Goods imported, and the real Value oj 
thofe Duties better known, every Age improving 
by the Experience of what p*fs'd before, and the 
Books kept difcovgring what had been, and accor- 
dingly pointing out what was likely to be in the 
&me Cafe. Frauds and Abufes have been alfo fre- 
quently difcover*d, and ftill new Laws enafted to 
prevent the like for the future. The Profpeft of 
Gain has always prevail'd upon Traders to endea- 
vour to run Goods, to fave the Cuftoms, tho* with 
the Hazard of lofing the whole ; and fuch Prac- 
tices being difcover'd, the Lcgiflature h$$ alfo con- 
trived to difappoint them, as may be Teen by many 
Inftances in our ACts of Parliament* But leaving 
thofe Affairs, we will now proceed to 

K. WILUAM III. 

AN D, without any Jntrodu&ion to his Reign^ 
or m^k jng the leaft Digreffion to meddle 
with thofe things we do not profefs to write o£ 
fhall direfijy enter upon the prefent Subje& , 
being the Treafure he receiv'd from the People 

of 
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pf England, whpfe Hearts being then open, they 
pourd in to him immenfe Sums, with greater 
Alacrity than they had ever been known to do to 
any of their former Princes, The firft Grant WP 
find was in the Year i68p, of the Reign i- 

An A Si for granting a prefent Aid to their Majefties 
for the extraordinary Occafions which oblige them to a 
great and pefent ftxpence. 

An A£l for raijtng Money by a Poll, and otherwife, 
towards the reducing 0/ Ireland. 

An A£i fo? a Grant to their Majeflies of an Aid cf 
12 d. in the Pound for one Tear, for the neceffary De- 
fence of their Realms • 

An A£i for an additional Dtgy of £xcife upon Beer, 
Ale, and other Liquors, thus: 

I. S* d. 
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For every Barrel of |$eer qr Ale above 
6 s. the Barrel, qver and above 
the Duties already payable for the 
fame 

for every Barrel of Beer or Ale of 
6 s. the Barrel or under, over and 
above the Duty already payable 
for the fame 

For every Barrel of Vinegar, or Vi- 
negar-Beer, made of Englijh Mate- 
rials, over and above the Duties 
already payable 

for every Barrel of Vinegar made of 1 
foreign Materials J 

For every Barrel of Beer, Ale, or 7 
Mum, imported, over and above r ° 3 
the former Duties J 

For every Tun of Cyder or Perry im- 
ported, over and above the former ^400 
Duties 

Y 4 For 
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I. u 4. 
For every Gallon of Brandy, $pirit$, V 

or Aqua-vita, imported, over and > o z p 

above former Puties 
For every Gallon of Double Brandy, 

imported, over and above former > o 4 O 

Duties j 

For every Hogfliead of Cyde^r or ^ 

Perry made, over and above the > o 1 3 

forrtier Duties 3 

For all Metheglin and Mead, fa ) 

every Gailpn S < ° ? 

Next follows An AQ for appropriating certain Duties 
for paying the States General of the United Provinces 
their Charges for his Majeftys Expedition into this 
Kingdom, and for other Vfes. 

Sill the fame Year, An AH for a Grant to their 
Majefties of an Aid of two Shillings in the Pound for 
one Tear. 

■ An A Si for a Grant to their Majefties of an additio- 
nal Aid of twelve Pence in the Pound for one Tear. 

An ASi for the charging and collecting of the Duties 
upoH Coffee 1 Tea, and Chocolate, at the Cuftom-houfe % 
at the following Rates, over and befides what is 
now paid <>r payable for die fame. 

/. S. dm 

Upon every hundred Weight of Coffee } 

imported into England, Wales, or >y 12 
the To\yn of Berwick upon Tweed y 

Upon every hundred Weight of Cacao 1 g g 

, Nuts imported 

Upon every Pound of Tea imported 

Nutmegs, Qpnamon, Cloves, and Mace, tq be 
imported by any Pcrfons whatfoever in Englijh Ships, 
from any Parts beyond the Seas, one third at leaft 
of the Seamen being Engfifbmen, paying double the 

Suras 
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Sums the fame are charg'd with in the Book of 
Rates for the Cuftoms and Duties; 

Anno Reg. 2. An AH for raifing Money by a Po0 9 
and otherwife, towards the reducing of Ireland, and 
(rofecuting the Warntgainft France. 

An A& for granting to their Majefties, fir their 
Lives, and the Life of the Survivor of them, certain Im- 
fofitions upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors. The 
Kates fo granted are the fame as in the twelfth 
Tear of the Reign of JCing Charles II. and by an- 
other A& majje in the fifteenth Year ©f the laid 
King- 

An AB for granting to their Majefties a Subfidy tf 
Tonnage and Poundage, and other Sums of Money, pay- 
able upon Merchandizes exported and imported, for the 
tTerm of four Ye^rs, 

The fecond Seffion the fame Year ; An AB fir 
granting an Aid to their Majefties of fixteen hundred 
fifty one thoufand [even hundred and two Pounds eighteen 
Shillings, 

An Aftfir granting to their Majefties certain hnpofi* 
tions upon aS Eaft-India Goods and Manufa&ures, and 
vpon all* mmight Silks, and fever al other Goods and 
Merchandize tQ h imported after the five and twentieth 
Day of December 1 6£o T 

_ . «. Ax. dm 

pot all Calhcoes, and other Indian 

Linen, and wrought Silks, and 

other Manufaftures of India and ^ao o 

China (except Indigo) imported, for 

tevery hundred Pounds Value 
For all wrought Silks from odier 
- Places, for every hundred Pounds c 10 o o 

Value -> 

For all raw Silks froig India and China, X 

Yalue as above J 5 o o 

* • 

For 
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For Linen, except from the Nether* 

lands, one Moiety more than in the 

Bootf of Rates. 
For Linen from the Netherlands, double 

as in the Book* of Rates. 
For all Timber, Boards, &c from all > 

Parts, except Ireland, for every i oo /. > i o o q 

Value > 

For every Tun of Hempfeed-Qil,7 g 

Rape-oil, and other Seed-oil im- ° ° 

ported 
For every hundred Weight of Hops 

imported, above the former Duty 
For every hundred Weight of Pepper} 

imported, above the former Duty £» x 8 
For every hundred Pound Value of) 

Grocery Wares and Drugs, except 

Pepper, Liquorice, Currants* Sugar, ^ IO 

Tobacco, Mace, Cinnamon, Nut- 
megs and Cloves, imported 
For every hundred Pound Value of? - 

Currants, above tl*e former Duty v J 
For every Tun of Iron, except Buihel? c I? 

Iron, imported in foreign Ships ^ 
For every Tun of Iron imported ir^ 

EngUJb Ships, above the former Du 




For ^every hundred Weight of Foreign? 

Iron Wire, above the former Duty J 
For every hundred Weight of Foreign! 

Steel Wire J 

For every Iron Pot and Kettle, above? Q x 

the former Duty J 

For every fmall Back for Chimneys o i 

For every large Back o 2 



*4 ° 



For 
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Taxes under all Denominations] '3 3 i! 

/• s. A. 
For every hundred Weight of Rod? 

Iron J x 

For every hundred Weight of Frying-? Q 

' Pans J ' 4 

For every hundred Weight of §teel o 5 <$ 

, Tor every hundred Weight of Anvils ° 2 $ 
For every hundred Weight of fingle? 

* Plates 3 
For every hundred Weight of double? o g 

Plates 3 

For every Harncfs Plate, or Iron dotf-7 a 

ble 3 

For every hundred Weight of Iron lefs> 

than three quarters of an InchXo 5 

fijuare, or manufa&ur'd J 

For every hundred Weight of Brafs,? Q I 
' Lattin, or Copper Wire 3 

For every Laft of Hemp-feed,Cole-feed? 

and Rape-feed $ * 

for all Yarn of Flax or Hemp, other 

than Cable Yarn, as much more as 

is before charg'd thereupon in- the 

Book of Rate?, # 

For every hundred Weight of Cabled y p 

Yarn X 

For all Manufactures of Glafs, except 

* Rhenijb and Mufcovy Window Glafs, 1 
for every 2 o s. Value, above the for- 
mer Duty 

for every hundred Weight of Molaf-7 <> 8 « 

fes from the Englt/h Plantations J 
For evety hundred Weight of Tallow? e © 

* imported 5 

For evety hundred Weight of Tallow? IO # 
Candles imported 3 



O Q 



I * 



For 



^ 
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/• si ifc 

For every Pound of Bever Wool, exO 

cept comb'd in Rujfia , and impor- > o % % o 

ted in Englijh Ships * 3 

For every Barrel of Pot-aflies containo 

iOg two hundred We ght }° 8 P 

For every hundred Weight of Cordage *> 

ready wrought j ° 5 9 

For every Tun of Olive Oil 400 

For every Reanj of Royal Paper 02a 

For every Ream of blue Paper, Deo 

my-Paper and painted Paper j ° x 6 

For every Bundle of brown Paper 002 

For all other Paper, as much more a$ 

was charg'd in the Book of Rates. 
For every hundred Weight of Uquo- ? 

rice 5 ° = * 

For every hundred Weight of Liqup- } 

rice Powder 3 * 1 7 4 

For every Pound Weight of Juice of? 

Liquorice j ° * 9 

For every hundred Weight of Barilla,? 

or Saphora J° 2 6 

For every hundred Weight of Soap o xo o 
For all Earthen Ware not mention'd 

ii> the Book of Rates, for every 

twenty Shillings Value ^ 

For every hundred Weight ©f Starch "~ 1 o 
For every hundred Weight of Allom o 26 
For every hundred Weight of Brim- 7 

(tone } o 4 8 

For^very hundred Weight of Tin 1 100 

' Note, That all thefe Duties are upon Goods im- 
ported from abroad, apd that 4II the Rates ar? 
additional, or over and above the Impofitions.that 

were 
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Wfe upon the faid Goods before, though not here 
jnention'd in every Article. 

The fame Year, An A£l for Continuance of Several 
former ASls therein mention d 9 for the laying fever al Du- 
ties upon Wines, Vinegar and Totacco. The Afts con- 
tinued are, that of Duties upon Wine and Vinegar* 
and that of Tobacco and Sugar, both 1 $ac. II. 

An AS for the encouraging the difiiUing of Brandy 
and Spirits from Corn ; and for laying fever al Duties on 
.Low IVtnes, or Spirits of the firft Extraction. The 

Rates are, 



/. 



^ 3 



For every Gallon of Low Wines of} 

the firft Extra&ion drawn from fb-<> o 08 
reign Materials 

tor every Gallon drawn from Brew- 
ers Walh or Tilt, or other EngUJhi 
Materials, except from Drink brew-, 
ed from any malted Corn, or from 
Cyder or Perry 

For every Gallon drawn from DrinkT 
made of any malted Corn S 

For every Gallon drawn from Cyder? 
or Perry* or any Mixture thereof 5 

'An A& for granting to their Majeflies fever al additio- 
nal Duties of Excife upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, 
for four Yearsy from the Time that an AH for doubling the 
Duty of Excife upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, du- 
ring the Space of one Tear, doth expire.* The Rates. 

/» s. i. 

For every Barrel of Ale, or Beer, above p 

6 s. over and abpve the former Du-£ o 1 6? 

if 3 

For every Barrel of 6 s. Beet o o 6 

Foe 
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For every Barrel of Vinegar Beer of 7 • 

Englifb Materials f ° * ° 

For every Barrel of Vinegar run thro 7 ! g 

Rape, or of foreign Materials j ° * 

For every Barrel of Beer, Ale, or Mum? _ ^ 

imported t° rf ° 

For every Tun of Cyder or Perry, im- ? 8 ^ 

ported > 

For every Gallon of fingle Brandy, Spi-7 Q 

rits, or Aqua vita imported S 4 ° 

For .every Gallon of double Brandy, &c. o 8 o 
For every Hog&ead of Cyder and 7 Q tf 

Perry made in England j 

Fo* every Gallon of Metheglin, or 

Mead 

All thefe Rates over and above the 
former Duties. 

In the 3 d Year of the Reign, An AB for grant* 
ing to their Majefites certain Impofitkns upon Beer, Ale, 
and other Liquors, for one Tear. 

The 3d and 4th Years, An AH for granting an AH 
to their Majefites qf the Sum of fixteeu hundred fifty me 
thqufand [even hundred and two Pounds eighteen Shillings, 
towards the carrying w a vigorous War againft France. 

An Aft for raipng AJmey by a PoB, payable Quarter- 
ly for one Tear, for tie carrying on a vigorous War againft 

France. 
The 4$Jb and 5 th Years of the Reign, An A8 

for granting to their Majefiies an Aid of four Shillings in 
the Pound for one Tear, for carrying on a vigorous War 
againft Fraoce* 

An AS for granting to their Majefiies certain addition 
nal Imfofitions upon fever al Goods and Merchandize, for 1 

the profec&ihg the prtfm War againft France. The 
Rates : 

For 



y * 
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/. s. d. 

For every hundred Pounds Value of 1 

Amber Heads imported S 2 ° . ° ° 

For every hundred Pounds Value of) 

rough Amber imported J 1 ° ° 

For Oil of Amber imported, fore-? 

very hundred Pounds Value 3 ° ° 

Ror Anchovies, every hundred Pounds? .. 

Value S 5 ° ° 

For Soap-affies imported, the Laft o $ o 
For Barters Aprons and Checks im- ? g 

ported, each Piece 5 ° 

For every hundred Weight of Batte- ( 

ry, Bafhrones, or Kettles import-! 

ed 
For every hundred Weight of Metal 

prepared for Battery, imported 
For every hundred Weight of Books > 

unbound, imported 5 

For every hundred Pounds Value o£ £ 1Q 

Lamp-Mack imported 5 

For every hundred Pounds Value of? IO 

boltel Reins imported 
For every Grofe of Bracelets or Neck- 
laces of Glafs imported 
For every hundred Pounds Value of 

wrought Brafs imported, 
For every hundred Pounds V#lue of 

Buckrams imported 
For every hundred Pounds Value of ? I0 c ^ 

Hair Buttons imported 5 

For every hundred Pounds Value of > 00 

Bfiftles imported 5 

For every Pound of Bacon imported 004 
for every hundred Pounds Value of? - Q 

Calves Skins imported v 

For 
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I. 

For every hundred Pounds Value of? 

Carpets imported 5 ? 

For every Grofs of CatliAgs and LutcH 

firings 
For every hundred Pounds Value of . - 

Scotch Coals imported S 

For every theu&nd of Walking Canes i $ a 
For every thoufand of Canes called?, - 

Rattans S 

For every hundred Weight of Copper ? n 6 

imported 5 

For every hundred Weight of Copper ? r 2 g 

part wrought, imported 5 

For every hundred Weight of Copper ? j - g 

fully wrought, imported -> 

For every hundred Pounds Value of ? 20 

poUfh'd Coral 5 

For every hundred Pounds Value of 

Cotton Manufa&ures, except Di-C - Q 

mitty, not brought from Eafi-hAia* 

or China, imported 
For every hundred Pounds Value of? |0 

Couries imported ^ 

For every 4 hundred Pounds Value of \ I0 

Elephants Teeth imported ^ 

For every hundred Pounds Value of? - a 

rough Flax imported ■* 

For every hundred Pounds Value of> x j Q 

drefs'd or wrought Flax imported S 
For every hundred Pounds Value of ? 5 G 

Tow imported S 

For every Yard of Flannel imported o o a 
For every Yard of Frize imported o o §1 

For every hundred Pounds Value of ? 



Furs imported 



o 
For 
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For every hundred Pounds Value of) 

Gold and Silver Thread and Wire> j 6 o 
counterfeit, imported j 

For every Pound of Goats Hair, cal- V 

led Carmenia Wool, imported > ° ° v- 

For every Pound of other forts of ~> 

. Goats Hair imported $ ° ° i , 

for every hundred Pounds Value of) 

Hides, except Buff and Lolh im-> y *_• d! 6 
ported j 

For every Buff Hide 6 i <* 

For every Lofli Hide 6 1 o 

Fbr every hundred Pounds Value of 
Hemp tough imported 

tor every hundred Pounds Value of 
Diamonds , Rubies , Emeralds, 
Pearls and other Jewels and pre- 
cious Stones imported 

For every Pound of Indico, not of 
the Englijh Plantations 

tor every Pound of Indied of UngUJb 

. Plantations 

For all Iron and Iron Works imported 
from Ireland^ the fame as is paid 
for the like imported from other 

For every hundred Pounds Value of} 
Lattin ftnd round Bottoms import-^- i 
ed 



import- £ 



o >o 



. i 

o • t 



For every hundred Pounds Value of 7 . Q . ^ 
Leather imported • -> 

For every hundred Pounds Value of ? 20 Q Q 
Lime and Lemon Juice imported 5 

Pot every hjupdred pounds Value of > ^ ^ 
IMtmm imported * 5 



o o 



o o 
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I s: d~ 

For every Tun of Lapis Calaminaris } i 

imported S 

For every hundred Pounds Value of "/ o 

Madder imported 5 

For the like Value of Orchal import- ? 

ed . < 

For the like value of Pintadoes, or/ 

Callicoe Cupboard Cloths import- > f 
' ed, bur from Eafl-India or China ) 
For pitch, tfot v of the Dominions of 
1 England or Scotland, one Moiety 
" more than charg'd before 
For every hundred Pounds Value of? 

all forts of Plate 3 

For the like Value of Rice imported j o o 
Fbr tte like Value of all Rozen, not) 

the Produ& of the Dominions ofrio o o 

England or Scotland -^ 

For every Weigh of Salt, except what 

is ufed in curing of Fiih ' 
Fbr *very hundred Pounds Value of? 

Silks thrown in the Gum $ 

For every Pound of Silk wrought, £ 

other than Alamodes and Luftrings 
For Silk Ferret or Floret, one Moiety 

more than in the Edok of Rates, 
Fpr pvery hundred Pounds Value of 

all Skins imported 
For all Tar, not of the Dominions 

of England or Scotland, one Moiety 
morethan before 
For fcvery hundred Pounds Value of ;> - 

Ticks and Tickings (except Stotcb) 5 > 
P6r xver y dozen Pounds of pkead > ^ 
* pufnel ^ .. - ,: - $ ° 4 * 

For 



5 * 
o o 

2 o 



o o 



\ 
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Us* d. 
For every hundred Pounds Value of ) 

. Tapiiiry and Dornix 5 1D ° ° 

Fbr all unw.ro ugh c Inkle one Moiety 

njore than before - % ' 

. Fo* every tjioufand oiF Pantiles o 80 

For every hundied Pounds Value of 

. all forts of Dying Wood, except 

lEted Wood from Guinea, Drugs, 

and Logwood 
For every hundred Pounds Value of i - 

Wax S 5 

For every Tun of French Wines S 

For every hundred Pounds Value of y 

, French Goods, except Wine, Bran-Say 
N dy, Salt and Vinegar ,-r , 3 , 
For every hundred Pounds Vfelu* o(? t< 

Alamodes and Luteftrings S * 

For every hundred Weight of Lattin, £ 

Brafs, or Copper Wire 5 

Upon all Goods and Merchandize, 

not particularly rated in the Book 

of Rates, paying Duty at Value, 

for every hundred Pounds Value 
Fbr every Gallon of fingle StrongWa^ 

ter, Aqua-vita,] or'Br^dy 
For every Gattbu of it he fame, dou-7L 

ble . ' S w * 7 

AU thefe additional Duties over and 

above thofe before imposed. 

An ASi for continuing certain Bills, therein mention d, 
and fir charging feveral Joint- flocks. The Ad fp con- 
tinued were, that for the. Impositions upon Wine 
and Vinegar, which vras to have ejtpic'din 1696^ 
continued till 169% 1 The A<& for the Irapofitioai on 
iT^Jba^co ami Sugar, which was to have expk'd in 

Z % i6p6, 



o o, 
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I6p6 9 continued till i6p8 : The Aft for Impofition 
on India Goods, which expired in itfpf, contiflu'd 
to 1697. Befides thefe Continuations, there was 
a frefh Addition of five per Cent, to be paid out of 
the whole Eaft-India Stock, then valu'd at feven 
hundred forty four thoufand Pounds ; twenty Shil- 
lings out of every Share of African Stock, and five 
Founds out of every Share of the Hud/on $ Bay 
Company. 

An. Dom. 1693. ^ e R- J & <*• An AEt for granting 
to their Majefties an Aid of four Shillings in the Pound 
for one Tear, for carrying on a vigorous War againfi 
France. 

Alfo, An A Si for granting to their Majefties certain 
Rates and Duties upon Salt and upon Beer, Ale, ando- 
ther Liquors, &c. This Aft to raife ten hundred 
thoufand PoundsV-' -Yhe Rates, 

* /. s. d. 

For every Gallon of Foreign Salt} 
imported, above the former Du-S 005 
ties b 

For every Gallon of Englifi Salt, a- > 

bove former Duties £ o o 1 

The Rates upon Beer, Ale and other Liquors, 
.were one Moiety more than had been granted by 
the laft additional KSt of Duties before; this upon 
Liquors now given for fixteen Years, the Duties 
upon Salt for three Year* The Advances of the 
faid were to be repaid in the faid fixteen Years, by 
way of Annuities for that time. 

Next,' An AEi for raifing Money by a Pott, payable 
Quarterly for me Tear, for carrying on a vigorous War 
againfi France* * 

Again, An All far granting to their Majefties fever al 
Rates and Duties upon Tonnage and Poundage of Ships 

;* and 
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mi Vejfels, and upon Beer, Ale and ether Liquors, &c- 
to raife fifteen hundred thoufand Pounds, towards carry-* 
ing on the War againfi France. The Rates, 

/. s. d. 

For every Tun of the Burthen or Con-" 
tents of any Ships or Veffel, im- 
porting Goods, Wares or Merchan- 
dizes from the Eajl- Indies, or aqy ( 
other Parts Southward or Eaftward J 
of th? Cape of Good Hope* J 

For evpry Tun Burthen in like manner, > 

horn Italy pt Turkey _s ° *? 

For eyery Tun, Burthen In like manner,*) 

from Spain or Portugal h j 

For every Tun Burthen from the Wefi-\ 

Indies j 

For every Tun Burthen from any Part? 

of the Netherlands j 

For every Tun Burthen from Norway, 

Hamborough, or the BakichrSea, any 

Eafiland Countries, or North-Hoi 

land 
For every Tun Burtheh from Ireland 

or Scotland 
For every Tun Burthen from any 

Place in the Mediterranean Sea, not^> o 15 

otherwife charg'd in this Aft 
For every Tun Burthen horn Guinea,-) 

or Africa without the Streights j 
For every Tun Burthen from Hudforisl 
% Bay, or any Place within that Com- 
pany's Charter 
For every Tun Burthen from the Gi-> 

naries, Madera, or any the 'Weflr > 10 o 

tfif UJands j 

Z 3 Fqc 
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/. x. d. 

■ » 

For every Tun Burthen from Green- 7 

land, Mufcovy or Ruffta 5 Q IO ° 

For every Tun |Surthen of Coafters o o 6 

The Excife upon Beer, Ale and Liquors, to be 
one Moiety of the Additional Excife before grant- 
ed and expiring in the Year 1697. 

The fame Year, An A Si for granting to their Mar 
jefties fever al Duties upon Velum, Parchment and Paper 
for four Tears, towards carrying on alVar againfi France. 
This was for ftamping Velum, Parchment and Pa? 
per : The feveral Stamps were, one for 40 s. one 
for 5 s. one for, 2 s. 6 d. one of 1 /• and one of 1 d* 
every Sheet or Skin us'd to be fo ftamp'd and to pay, 
The Particulars of all the -feveral Writings as fhey 
jkre rated, are too tedious for this Place. 

An A& for the ticenjing and Regulating Hackney 
Coaches and Stage Coaches. By it feven hundred Hack- 
pey Coaches to be* Licens'd, and every Coach to 
pay fpr the Licence fifty Pbunds ; the faid Licence l 
to b? good for twenty one Years, and that Pay- 
ment by way of fihe, every Cpath paying befides 
|t 4 /. fer Annt{rn % Stage Coaches to be Licensed 
but for one Ye^r, and to pay eight Pounds for eve* 
iry Licence. 

An. Reg. 6. An A& for granting to their Majefties 
a Sukftdy of Xwnage and Poundage^ and other Sutos of 
M on Qt> U P? Merchandize exported and imported. It is 
the fame that was granted to King Charles the lh 
for his Life, ;n the twelfth Year of his Reign, novjf 
granted fpr five Years. 

An. Reg. 6^cj. An A&for granting to his Mafefiy 
$n Aid of four Shillings in the Pound, &c. 

An AB fdr granting to his filajefty certain Rates and, 
puties upon Marriages, Births and Burials, and ppou 
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Batchelors and Widows, jor the Term of five Tears 9 fo?> 
carrying on the War againfi France with Vigour* ^ > 

/. j, \*d*. 
For the Burial of every Perfon whatfoever o .4,0, 

; And, over and above the faid 4*. for the Burial 
of a Duke or Dutchefs 50 /. for a Marquifs or Mar- 
chionefs 40 /. for an Earl or Countefs. 30 /. foraVif 1 
count or Vifcountefs 25 /. for a Baron or Baronefs, 
20 /. for the eldeft Son of a Duke or his Wife .3 q.A 
for the younger Son of a Duke pr his Wife 25 /. for 
the eldeft Son of a Marquifs or his Wife 2 5 7. "for 
thjs younger Son of a Marquifs pr §is Wife 1 5 J-Jox 
the eldeft Son of an ?arl or his, Wife 2o/-\fQr'th'e 
younger Son of an Earl or his Wife 15 L sojtjhs 
Eldeft Son of a Vifcount or his Wife ij /. jo j. t for 
the yobnger Son of a Vifcount or his Wife 13 /.,£ i 
8 d. for the eldeft Son of a Baron or his Wife 4 |5 7. 
for the younger Son of a Baron or his Wife 1 z /• 
jgr every unmarried Daughter of a Duke 25 7. for 
e^ejry unmarried Daughter of. a Marquifs 20 /. for 
every unmarried Daughter of aq Earl 15/. for eve- 
l upmarried Daughter of a Vifcpunt 13 /. 6 s,* 8 d* 
k every unmarried Daughter of a Baron 1 2 /. 'for 
every Widow of a Duke 50 /. a Widow of a ^ar- 
<juife 40 /. of an Earl 30 / of a Vifcount 25/. of a 
Baron 20/. for a Baronet or his Wife 15 /- a Knight 
of the Bath or his Wife 15 /• a Knight Batchelor or 
hif.Wife 10/. a Serjeant at Law, being the King's 
Serjeant 20 /. a King's Serjeant's Wife 10/. every 
other Serjeant at Law 1 5 /. fuch Serjeant's Wife 
7/ 10 s. ah Efquire or his Wife 5 /. a Gentleman 
qt his Wife 20 s. $very younger Child of a Baronet, 
Knight of the Bath, Knight Batchelor, Serjeant at 
Law, Efquire, or Gentleman, or the Wife of fuqh 
20 x# every Widow of a Knight of the Bath 15 /. 

2 4 tf* 
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the Widow of a Knight Batchelor 10/. the Widow 
of a King's Serjeant 10 A the Widow of any other 
Serjeant at Law 7 /. 10 s. the Widow of an Efquire 
5 /. the Widow of a Gentleman 20 s. An Archbi-* 
fhop5o/. an Archbifhop's Wife or Widow 10/. 
$ very Bifliop 20 /. a BifhQp's Wife j /. a Deap 10 A 
ji Dean's Wife or Widow 2 /. s. an Archdteacoq 2 /. 
10 s. an Archdeacon's Wife or Widow 20 s* a Ca- 
non or Prebendary 2 /. 10 jr. the Wife of fuch a one 
30 /. a Doftor of Divinity, Law, pr Phyfick 5 A 
the Wife of any fcch 20 s. Every Son or Daughter 
of art Archbilhbp, Bifliop, Dean, Archdeacon, Ca- 
non,, Prebendary, Dbdtor of Pivinity, Law, or Phy- 
fick 20 >. Every Peribn having a Real Eftate of 
?Q /./vr Afommoi upwards, or a Perfonal Eftate of 
600 h or upwards, not otherwife charged before, 
jo x T The Wife, Widow, or Child of any fuch 
jo/.' 

The Duty upon Births : Every Ctyld whatfoeref, 
except thofe that receive Alms of the Parifli 2 s. 
Every Duke and Dutchefs for evf ry Child 30 /. and 
fo defcending gradually thorough all Degrees, as in 
the Burials too long fqr this Place. 

For every Marriage 21. 6 d. ILvtxy Duke oyer 
and above 50 /. and fp defcending gradually thro 9 ; 
£11 Degrees, as in the Births and Burials. 

Every Batchelor above twenty- five Tfears of Age, 
^nd every Widower to pay 1 s. yearly ; every Duke 
fo pay over and above 1 2 /. • 1 o /. yearly, and fo 
defcending gradually thro* 4II Degrees, as in the 
Others.; 

Next follows, Aq-AEI for granting to his Majefly 

fever al additional Duties upon Off/feet 7ea, Chocolate and 

Spices, towards SatisfaSiion of the Debts due jot Tranf- 

Art Service for the ReduEliou of Ireland. The Rates, 



16 



16 o 



4 ° 



Taxes finder all Denominations. 34$. 

/. s. d. 

For every hundred Weight of Coffee") 
imported j 

Foe every hundred Weight of Cacao ^ 
Nuts imported from Englijh Plan-^ z 
tat ions ^ 

For evejry hjindred Weight of Cacao 

Nuts imported from other Places 
For every Pound of Chocolate im« 

ported -^ 

For every Pound of Cacao Pafte im- j 

ported ^> 

For every Pound of Tea regularly J 

• imported -» 
For every Pound imported from Hol J 

\ land, &c. 

For all Nutmegs, Cinnamon, Clove") 

" \ and Mace imported, for every hun-j 5 00 

dred Pounds Value 
For all Piftures imported, fop every ~> 

• hundred Pounds Value ' i 20 *° ° 

The fame. Year ftill, An ASt for granting to his 
Majefly certain Duties upon Glafs Wares, Stone and 
gar then Bbttks, Coals and Culm, for carrying on the 
War againfl Franc?. 

» An. Reg. jSc 8, An AElfor granting to his Afajef- 
tyan Aid of four Shillings in the Pound for one Tear, for 
tarrying on the War againfl France* 

An AEi for continuing feveml Duties granted by for" 
mer Abls upon Wine and Vinegar, and upon Tobacco and 
Eaft- India Goods, and other Merchandize imported, for 
effrryipg on the War againfl France. See it before. 

An A& for granting to his Majefty feveral Rates or 
Duties upon Houfes, for making good the Deficiency of the 

clipped Money. This is commonly calTd the Win- 
dow T»* ' 

Every 
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Every Houfe to pay 2 /. a Houfe having ten 
Windows 6 s. every Houfe- having .twenty Wmdovt 
10 x. 

An AB for granting to bis Majefiy an additional Dui 
ty upon all French Goods an Merchandize. 

French Wines imported to pay 25 j. per Tun a- 
bove the old Rates ; Brand y Jingle Proof 30 /• dou- 
ble Proof 60 L Vinegar 15 /. All other French 
Goods 25 /. per Cent, ad Valorem- ... 

An AB for laying f ever al Duties upon Law Wines 7 or 
Spirits of the fir ft ExtraBion, 8cc. : 

An AB for continuing to his Majefiy certain Duties up* 
m Salty Glafs Wares, Stone and Earthem Wares, md 
fir granting federal Duties upon Tobacco-pipes, and other 
Northern Wares, &c. . /.I 

An7 Reg. 8 & 9, An Aft for granting to bis Majefiy 
fever al Duties upon Ptaper, Vellum and Parchment, Sec. fc 

AnAB for continuing certain additional Impojhions up- 
on fever al Goods and Merchandizes ', cwttnud. 

An AH for making good the Deficiencies of fevertf 
Funds%herein mention \&, &c, . 

An AB for laying a Duty upon Leather for the Term 
of three Tears, Sec. 

An AB for granting to his Majefiy certam Duties up- 
on Malt, Mum, Sweets, Cyder and Perry, Sec. 

An AB for granting to his Majefiy a further Sutfidj 
if Tunnage and Poundage upon Merchandizes imported, 
for the Tjerm.of two Tears and three quarters y and anafa 
ditional Land Tax for one Tear, for carrying on the Wa$ 
againfi France. The Rates, v 



v» • t 
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Every Tun of French Wine imported 
into the Port of London, by Englifh 
The fame by Strangers 6 o 

The fame Wine imported by Englr/b 
into all other Ports of England 
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/. j. d. 

The Tame by Aliens 4 10 

Every But or Pipe of Levant, Spanijh> 
or Portugues Wines imported to 
London by Englijh 

The fame imported by Aliens 

The fame imported by Englijh into 
others Ports of England 

The fame imported by Strangers 

For every Awm of Rhenijb, or Ger- 
man Wine imported by Englijh 

The fame imported by Aliens 

For all other Goods imported of eve- 
ry twenty Shillings value 

All thefe Rates over and above what 
was paid before 

All Drugs and Spices to pay one third 
more than was paid before . 

An Aft to licence Hawkers and Pedkrs, fpr a further 
Provifion for Payment of the Intereft of the Trmffon 
Debt for the reducing of Ireland. 

Every Hawker, Pedlar, Pfctty-Chapman* or other 
trading Perfon going from Town to Town, or to 
other Men's Houfes, to pay 4/. and 4 /. more for 
every Horfe, Afe or Mule, Carrying or drawing 
Gopds, 

An Aft for granting an Aid to' his Majcfiy, as well by 
a Land Tax, as by fever al Subfidies y and other Duties 
payable for me Year? • \ 

An. Reg. 9 & io, An Aft for granting to his Mdr 
jefiy, the Sum of one Million four hundred eighty four 
thoufand and fifteen Pounds, one Shilling ekven Pence 
three Farthings, for disbanding Forces, paying Seamen, 
and other JJfes therein mention 9 !. 

An Aft for granting to bis Majefiy fever al Duties up- 
fn Coqls and Culm. 

StiU 
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Still the fame Year, An Aft for granting to bis Ma* 
jefty a further Subfidy of Tannage and Poundage for the 
Service of his Majeftfs floufhold, and other Vfes therein 
mention d y during his Majeftys Life. The Rates the 
fame as in the laft Aft above of the fame Sorts. 

An Aft for granting to his Majefty, his Heirs and Sup 
eeffors, further Duties upon Stamp VeUuw, Pqrc/jmem 
and Paper. 

An Aft for encreaftng bis Mtjiftys Duties upon Lur 
firings and Alamodes. 

An Aft for granting to bis Majefty an Aid by a quar- 
terly Poll. 

An Aft for raifing a Sum ntt exceeding two Millions, 
upon a Fund for Payment of Annuities, after the Rate of 
eight Pounds per €ept f per Annum, and for fettling 
the Trade to the Eaft-Indies, 

An. Reg. 10. An Aft for granting an Aid to his 
Majefty ', for disbanding the Army and other necejfary Oc- 
cajiens. This Aft was given for 800000 L 

An. Reg. 10 & 1 1. An Aft for granting to his Mar 
jefty the Sum of one Million four hundred eighty four thou- 
fand and fifteen Pounds, we Shilling eleven Pence three 
Farthings, for disbanding the Army, providing for the 
Navy, and for other necejfary Occafions. 

An Aft for laying further Duties upon Sweets, &c« 
which was alfo for leflening the Duties upon Vine- 
gar and other Goods, &c. 

An. Reg. 11 & 12. An Aft for granting an Aid to 
bis Majefty, by Sale of the forfeited and other Eflates 
and Inter eft in Ireland ; and by a LandTax in England, 
for the fever al Purpofes therein mention d* The Money 
arifing by the Sale of Lands appropriated to pay 
the Arrears of Officers, the Debt for Tranfport- 
Service and Clothing; but I have feen an Eftimatp 
of the faid filiates, wherein it was particularly fet 
down, that a certain La^y had Lands there given her 
to the Value of 25000 /. per Annum> but whether 

for 
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for Arrears, or Tranfp6rt> or Clothing, was not 
thire fet down. 

An Aft for laying further Duties upon wrought Silks, 
Muflins, and fome other Commodities of the Growth of 
India, fac. The Rate 1 $ /. for every hundred Pound 
Value. 

An« Reg. 12 & ly An Aft for granting an Aid 
to his Majefly for defraying the Exptnce of his Navy % 
Guards and Garrifons for one Tear, and for other neceffary 
Occafions. 

An Aft for granting bis Majefly feveral Duties up- 
on Low Hfines, or Spirits of the fir ft Extra ftion, and 
continuing feveral additional Duties upon Coffee, 7ea> 
Chocolate, Spices and Piftures ; and certain Impofitions 
upon Hawhers, Pedlars and Petty-chapmen ; and the Du- 
ty of fifty per Cent, upon Muflins, and for improving 
the Duties upon Japannd and Lacquer d Goods, and for 
continuing the Coinage Duty, for the feveral Terms and 
Purpofes therein mention d. 

An Aft for appropriating three thoufand feven hunr 
dred Pounds Weekly, out of certain Branches of Excife, 
for publick Ufes, and for making a Provifionfor the Ser- 
vice of his Majeftys Houfhold and Family* and other hit 
necejfary Occafions. 

An- Reg. 15. An Aft for granting an Aid to bis 
Majefly, by laying Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and 
Perry. 

Thus ended this coftly Reign, King WiUiam dy- 
ing on the 8th of March, 1 70I, when he had reigns 
ed thirteen Tears and fome Months* That it was 
a coftly Reign may be colle&ed by the great Num- 
ber of Money A&s pafsM in fo few Years ; but for 
a more exaft \£iew of it, a curious and knowing 
Perfon colle&ed the Value of what was given, till 
abtut a Year and an half before his Death ; which, 
was as follows. 

AGe- 
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A general Abftraft of the Receipts. of the publkk 
Revenue f> Taxes and Loans granted to King 
9 William, from November j, 1688, to Mi- 
* thaelmas 1700. 

/• j* d. 

Cuftoms i^99l9$S 6 3I 

Excife 12105151 ip j 

Hearth and Letter Money,(!rr. o 1 76965 3 1 4 1 

Land Tax 17520100 14 5 

Poll Tax 02527283 12 9 

Promifcuous Taxes 37 I 7°9^3 *7 p| 

Divers Receipts 00466999 * 4 

State Loans 13348680 5 10 ~ 
Remained November 5, i<588,^ 

with which the Treafury > 80138 18 3 

began 3 

■ ■ ■ 

Total 65987566 17 8 



If we add to this the Impofitions for the laft 
Year and odd Months that he furviv'd, after the 
Account above, it will not fall any thing fbort, up- 1 
on a modeft Computation of making up Seventy 
Millions; a Sum fo prodigious, that it might feem 
incredible, were it not known matter of Fad, and 
fo frefl* in Memory ; and what ii yet more won- 
derful, the greater part fpent Abroad ; for had it 
ftill circulated at Home, it's paffing thro' many 
Hands, would have made it the lefs to be felt. To 
add to this, it was computed that fame thousands 
of Ships were loft, not only by Storms and fuch like 
Accidents, but taken by the French, who made z 
better Trade of Privatering, than England could of 

ail 
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all it's Commerce Abroad. But let all that pafs, 
and us proceed to, 

Queen ANNE. 

TXT H O afcended the Throne on the 8th of 
V V March j iyor, and following the Exaihple 
of her Predeceffor, began a new War with France, 
which was no lefs coftly than the former, as (hall 
be here (hewn. 

The firft Grant upon this Queen's immediate Ex- 
altation was, An Aft for the better Support of her Ma* 
jefifs Houfhold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown. This was the fettling of a Revenue of fe- 
ven hundred thoufand Pounds a Year on her for Life, 
as had been done before for King William and Queen 
Mary for their Lives, and commonly calTd the Ci- 
vil Lift, as no way tending to Military Charges* 
It was to be rais'd upon the Excife of Beer, Ale 
and other Liquors, as the fame had been paid to 
King Charles the Second, and out of the Duties of 
Tunnage and Poundage ,• as alfo of the Poft- Office, 
Fit ft-Fruits, &c. of all which enough has been faid 
before. 

A Bill being then brought in of Deficiencies in 
the feveral Sums formerly granted to King William, 
and the total Sum of the faid Deficiencies amount- 
ing to no lefs tFian two Millions-three hundred thir- 
ty eight thoufand fix hundred twenty eight Pounds, 
befides the Ihtereft due and to grow upon the Mo- 
ney advanced on thofe Duties, there immediately 
'pafled An Aft for making good Deficiences, and fw pre- 
ferving puUick Credit. The Sum was to Be rais'd 
by continuing the A<ft of Tunnage and Poundage, 
and Impofitions upon Goods imported and expor- 
* ted ; as alio the Duties on Wines, Tobacco, Ma 
■V* Goods 
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Goods, &c. there being too many Particulars to t e* 
peat here, having been all mentioned in the former 
Reigns, when thofe Ads pafled. 

Next followed, An AH for granting an Aid to her 
Majefty by divers Sutfidies, and a Land Tax. 

Still the fame Year, An AH for granting to her Mar 
jefty a Land Tax for carrying on the War againft France 
and Spain. This Tax was given for one Million 
nine hundred feventy nine thoufand nine hundred 
thirty one Pounds nineteen Shillings and one Penny, 
the feveral Sums evefy County, City, Borough, 
Town and Place in England and Wales was to pay, 
being therein particularly aflefe'd, including the 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed. All the faid Parti- 
culars being too long for this Place, it will be fuf- 
fkient to obfervc, that the Tax in general was af- 
ter the Rate of 4 /• per Pound, which (hows the 
Amount of all the other Adfcs of the fame Sort* 

The fame Year again, An A£l for granting a. Sup* 
fly to her Majefty ', by feveral Duties impos'd upon Malt> 
Mum y Cyder and Perry* The Duties were, for Malt 
6 d. per fiu(hel, Mum 10 s< per Barrel, Cyder and 
Perry 4 s. per Hogfbead. 

An Ail for continuing the Duties upon Coals , Culm and 
Cinders. See it 9 & 10 King William. 

An ASl for granting an Aid to her Majefty y by Sale of 
feveral Annuities at the Exchequer, for % carrying on the 
War againft France and Spain. Given for no more 
than 87630/. afmallSumas Money has been given 
in thofe Times. 

An AH for granting to her Majefty feveral Subjidies 
for carrying on the War againft France and Spain. The 
Rates impos'd were, for every hundred Pounds 
Value of trading Peoples Stock 2 /, 10 s. All Pen- 
nons and Annuities 4 s. per Pound. £erfons having 
Fee or Salary, &c. Ecclefiaftical, Civil, or Milita- 
ry 1 S'fer Pound. Pra&icers inXaw, Pceachers us 

feparac* 
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lepaf ate Congregations, Brokers, Favors, Pra&ifers 
in Phyfick and other Profeffiqns^j./Kr Pounds 

An. Dom. 1 703, Reg. 2 & 3. An AH for grant- 
ing an Aid to her Majefly by a Land Tax, to be raifed in 
Alk Tear 1704; The R^te the fame as the {-and 
Tax laft above mentioned. 

An A Si for granting an Aid to, her Majefly by conti* 
Ttuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry ± 
The fame as above continu'd. 

4 An A& for granting an Aid to her Majefly for car- 
rying on the War, and other her Majefly j Occafions, by 
filling Annuities atfev^ral Rates y and for fuch reflec- 
tive Terms, or Eflates as are therein mention d. This, 
given for 6ne Million eighteen thoufand eight hun- 
dred fixty feven Pounds eighteen Shillings and fix 
Pence, to be .advanced for purchafing of Annuities 
payable out of the Excife. 

An ASl for granting to her Majefly an additional 
Subfldy of Tunnage and Poundage for three Tears, and 
for laying a further Duty upon French Wines condemn d 
as lawful Pricey find for ascertaining the Values of un- 
rated Goods imported from the Eaft-Indies- 

An* Dom. ^704, Reg. 3 & 4, The Land Tax of 
4 j. in the Pound,, a$ above, again granted. 

An ASl for raifing Monies by Sale of fever al Annufc 
ties, for carrying on the prefent Wan 

An AEl for continuing the Duties upon Malt} 
Mum, Cyder and Perry for one Tear. 

An AEl, for continuing Duties upon Ijow Wines*, and 
upon Coffee, Tea, Chocolate, Spices, and PiSlures; and 
upon • Hawkers, Pedlars and Petty~Ctfiapmen ; and upon 
Muflins, and granting new Duties upon fever al of the 
fatd Commodities, and alfo upon CaUicm, China Ware 
and Drugs. ... 

An Atl for granting to her Majefly a further Subfidj 
tn Wmes and Merchandizes imported. 

. Aa Am 



3 54 A* Hiftwfcd Account of 

An. Dom. 1705, Reg. 4, The Land Tax again, at 
4 x* in the Pound, as before* 

An A& for continuing 'the Duties upon Malt, Mum, 
Cyder and Perry t for the Service of the Tear 1 70S. 

An Ail for continuing an additional Subfidy of 'fun-' 
nage and Poundage, and certain Duties upon Coals, Culm 
and Cinders ; and additional Duties of Excife, and for 
fettling and eflablijhing a Fund thereby, and by other Ways 
and Means, for Payment of Annuities to be fold for xasfing 
a further Supply to her Majefty, for the Service of the 
Tear 1706, and other Ufes therein mention 3 d. 

An Aft for laying further Duties on Low Wines, 
&c 

An. Dom. 1 706, Reg* 5, The Land Tax 4 j. in 
the Pound again. 

An Ad for continuing the Duties on Malt, &c* 
again. 

An Atl for continuing the Duties upon Hwfes> to fe* 
cure a yearly Fund for circulating Exchequer Bills ^ where- 
by a Sum not exceeding fifteen hundred thoufand Pounds is 
intended to be rats' d> for carrying on the War and ot/jer 
her Majeflys Occafms. 

An AEt for continuing the Duties on Low Wines, and 
Spirits of the firfl Extraction, and the Duties payable by 
Hawkers, Pedlars and Petty-Chapmen ; and part of the 
Duties on Stampt Vellum > Parchment and Paper, and the 
late Duties on -Sweets ; and the one third Subfidy of Tan- 
nage and Poundage, and for fettling and eftablijbing a 
Fund thereby, &c. for railing a further Supply to her 
Majefty, for the Service of the Tear 1707, &c. 

An Aft for continuing fever al Subfidies, Impofitions and 
Duties, and for making Provifions therein mention d to 
raife Money by way of Loan, for the Service of the War, 
&c By this Aft were continued the Duties on 
Wine, Vinegar, Tobacco, India Goods, Whale 
Fins, and fo many other things as would fwell this 

Compel 
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^Compendium beyond Meafure/ were we always 
to defcend to Particulars; 

Anno Dm. i joj % Reg>> 6. I'he Land Tax again 
at as. in the Pound. \ 
, The Duties on Malt, Mum, &c. Continued. 

An Aft for raifing a further Supply by Sale o( 
Annuities charg'd on a Fund, not exceeding 40000 /> 
• per Annum\ The Sum fo to be rais'd 640000 /. 

An Aft for continuing half the Tunnage, Poun* 
dage, and other Duties on Goods imported, grant-* 
ed to King Charles II. noW apply *d for raifing the 
Sum of 1280000 /. to be paid by way of Annuities 
at 80000 /. per Annum. 

An Aft for continuing the half Subfidies therein 
mention'd, that is, on Wine* Vinegar* Tobacco, 
India Goods, &c. The Sum propos'd to be ad- 
vancd upon this Aft, to be fevcn hundred twenty 
nine thoufand fixty feven Pounds fifteen Shillings 
and fix Pence three Farthings; 

Again* the Duties upon Coffee, Chocolate* Spi* 
Ces, Piftures, Muflins, and feveral qthgj Commo- 
dities ; the Sum not afcertain'd. 

Anno Dom. 1708, Reg. 7. The Land Tax conti* 
nu'd at as. in the Pound. 

Duties on Malt* &c. again continu d; 

Impofitions on Tobacco, India Goods, Wine* 
Vinegar, &c. continued, to raife Money by way of 
Loan ; the Sum to be borrowed 645006 /. 

Anno Dim. 1709, Reg* 8. The Land Tax again* 
at 4 s. in the Pound. 

Duties on Malt, &c. continu d. 

Duties on Coals, &a continu'd, atid new Du* 
ties on Houfes, to raife the Sum of 1500000 /. by 
Way of Lottery* 

■ New JOuties of Excife, and upon feveral Colli- 
tttodities granted* to raife 5100000 I. by Sale of 
Annuities* 

Aa 4 



%$6 An Hiftcrical Account of . - 

An AB for laying certain Duties upon Candles, and 
tertain Rates upon Monies to be given with Clerks and 
Apprentices, towards raifing her Majefiys Supply, for 
the Tear 1710. 

Next fcveral Duties, Impositions and additional 
Taxes were continp'd, (till on Wine, Vinegary To- 
bacco, India Goods, &c. 

Anno Dom. 1710, Reg* 9. The Land Tax ftill 4 s* 
in the Pound. 

Duties on Malt, &c. again continu'd. 

An AB for reviving, continuing and appropriating 
certain Duties upon fever al Commodities to be exported i 
and certain Duties npon Coals to be Water-born and cat- 
ty d Coaft-wife, and for granting further Duties upon Cat** 
dies, for thirty-two Tears, to raife fifteen hundred Thoufand 
Pounds, by way of a Lottery, for the Service of the Tear 
1 7 1 1 ,• and for fupprefitng fuch unlawful Lotteries, and 
fuch Infurance-Qffices, as are therein mention d. 

An AB for e(lablijbing a General Pofi-Ojjice, for off 
her Majefiys Dominions, and for fettling a Weekly Sutn 
out of the Revenues thereof, for the Service of the War, 
and otheP>*her* Majefiys Occqfions. The Rates for 
which Letters were within 80 Miles, 3 d. a {ingle 
Letter, 6d. the daubde, andia*/. the Ounce. Eve:- 
ry Letter carry *d above 80 Miles, fingle ^d. double 
8 d- the Ounce i s 4 d. Single Letter to Edenburgh 
6 d. double 1 2 d. Ounce 2 s. From Edenburgh jo 
MHeS round, fingle Letter 2 d. double 4 d Ounce 
8 d. From Edenburgh above Jo Miles and not exceed- 
ing 80 Miles, fingle Letter 3 d. double 6 d Ounce 
1 2 d. From Edenburgh above 80 Miles, fingle Letter 
4^. double 8 d. Ounce is. 4 d. To or from Dublin, 
fingle Letter 6 d. double 1 s. Ounce 2 s. From 
Dublin not above 40 Miles, fingle Letter 2 d. dou- 
ble 4<£ Ounce 8 d. Above 40 Miles from Dublin, 
fingle Letter 4 d. double 8 d. Ounce t s. 4. d. For 

every 
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-every Letter fent on Board, or brought from any 
Ship or Veflel, 1 d. above the aforefaid Rates- 
Foreign Letters. From any Part of France to 
London, fingle 10 d. doable 20 d. treble .2 s. 6 d* 
Ounce 3 s. 4 d. To and from Spain and Portugal, 
% through France, Poft paid to Bayonm, fingle j > tf rf. 
double 3 j. treble 4 s. 6 d. Ounce .6 s. To and 
from London, through France, to Italy, Sicily,, and 
1urkey,finglc 1 s. 3 d* double 2 /• 6. d- treble 3 /. 9 d. 
Ounce 5 s. ' From Spanijh Netherlands to London, 
fingle 10 </. double n. 8i. treble 2 j. 5i. Ounce 
3 j. 4 J. To and from ifo/? add &V/7)> through 
Sjpanijb Netherlands, Poft paid to Antwerp, fingle 1 /. 
double 2 s. 'treble 3 /. Ounce 4 j. ' To and from 
Germany, Swifferlahdy Denmark, Sweden, and all Parts 
of the North, through Spanijh Netherlands, fingle 1 s. 
double 2 s. treble 3 y. Ounce 4 /. To and from 
Spain „and Portugal, through Spanffi Netherlands^ 
fingle ;i V. ^ 4- double 3 /. treble qs. 6d. Ounce 6 s. 
From 1 the United Provinces to London, fingle ioi. 
doubfe and treble need not be repeated fince any 
one can double and treble the fame, Ouoce 3 .r. 4*/. 
To and from Italy '*md Sicily; through' the Ignited 
Provinces, fiigle r/.* Ounce 4,>. To and from 
Germany, Swijferlttnd, Denmark, Sweden, and all 
Parts of the -North, - fingle is. Ounce 4/. To 
and from Spain and Portugal, through the United 
Provinces, fingle 1* 6d* Ounce 6 s. To and from 
Hamburgh, through the Spanijh Netherlands or the 
United Provinces, fingle 10 d. Ounce 3 "j- ■ 4 d. Be- 
tween London, Spain, and Portugal, by Packet-boats, 
fingle 1 s. Ounce 6 s. To and from Jamaica , 
Bdrbadas, Antigua, Monferrat, Nieves, and StXtoif* 
nphers, fingle 1 /. 6 d. Ounce 6 /• To and frofa 
New fork, fingle 1 s. Ounce 4 /. The reft bemg 
the Rates of Letters from one Place to another in 
the Englijh Plantations in America, are here omitted 

A a 3 as 
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as of little Ufe to us, the Curious, or fuch as havf 
occafion, may recur to the Aft- 

The fame Year An AU for laying certain Duties 
ppon Hides and Skins, tantid> taw 4, or drefs'd, and 
Upon Vellurtf and Parchment, for the 7mn of thtrty-twq 
Tears, &c. The Rates, Dear-skins imported 
drcfvd 6 d. Per Pound; Lofliee, Buflalo, Elk, &c. 
Hides drefsd, ^d. per Pound; Hides and Calf- 
skins tann'd, importer), id*?ftr Pound; Horfe- 
hides drefs'd, i /. per JHidc ; Hides of Steers, 
Cows, &c drefs'd, % s. per Hide ; Calf-skins ana 
Kids drefs'd, i 4- r per Pound ; all $link-skins 
drefs'd with the Hair on, i d- 1** Pound ; the fame 
find Dog-skins without Hair ± per Pound ; Cordi- 
vants imported, qs. per Do?en ; Goat-skins, not; 
call'd Cordjvantf, drefs'd, 6 d. per Pound ; Kid- 
$kins is. per Po?en ; Sheepskins drefs'd \u6d- psr 

Poien, C7f. 

An All for laying a Duty vfon Hops, ^he Rates, 
5 d. per pppnd imported, $riiijb Hops i d. per 

fbun^, • 

An Aft fir tnaking good Deficiencies, and fatisfying 
tbepufrltck Debts ; and for ere&ing a Corporation to carry 
on a Trajle to the South-Seas, &c The Debts and De- 
ficiencies mentiopM in this Ad are therein computed 
fit eight millions nine hundred feycntyone thoufand 
three hundred twenty-five Pounds- Provision was 
herein made, by. many Impositions, to pay thisvafC 
pebt ; but how perform 'd we (hall fee hereafter. 

4ft 4&fi r Duties ufop Coals for building fifty wtq 
Churches. This not being given for the Ufe of the 
Crown peed not be place! tp that Account ; but 
{till it was an Imppfition on the SubjeQ, and after* 
wards part of it Averted from what it was given, 
for. 

Jin A& for licenfing and regulating Hackney- 
Coaches and Chairs; and charging new Duties oq 




«.** 



Taxis under aU Denominationf. 3 5$ 

$*mpt Vellum, Parchment, and Paper; arid on 
Cards and Dice; and on the Exportation of Rock- 
Salt for Ireland, &c. for raifing two Millions for 
carrying on the War, &c. 

Anne Dom* 1711. Reg. io > The Land-Tax again 
At 4 j. in the Pound* 
: Duties upon Malt, &c again con tinu'd. 

An Aft for laying feveral Duties upon all Soap 
»and Paper made ih Great Britain, or imported ; 
chequer d and ftrip'd Linnens; Silks, Callicoes, 
Linnens, and Stu<jfc, printed, painted, or ftained ; 
flampt Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, printed Pa- 
pers, Pamphlets, and Advertifements, for raifing 
the Sum of eighteen hundred thoufand Pounds by 
* way jof Lottery, \&c 

An Aft for laying additional Duties on Hides 
and Skins* Vellum and Parchment, and new Du- 
ties on Starch, Cctffee, Tea, Drugs, Gilt and Sil- 
ver Wire, and Policies pf Insurance j for raifing the 
Sum of one Million eight hundred thoufand Pounds. 

M* Dom. if it* Rtg. 11. The whole Taxes cpnti- 
m'd as in other Years amounted to 66$ 6 967 Pounds* 

Anno Dom. 1 7 ? 3 >Reg. 1 % . The Land Tax Ad again. 

Duties upon Walt, &c. again continued. 

An Aft to raife twelve hundred thoufand Pounds 
for publick Ufes, by circulating a further Sum in Ex- 
chequer Bills; and* for enabling her Majefiy to raife 
five hundred thoufand Pounds on the Revenues ap- 
pointed for Ufes of her Civil .Government, -to be, 
apply'd for and towards the Payment of fuch Debts 
and Arrears owing to her Servants, Tradesmen and 
others, as arc therein mentioned. 
» AnmDm* 1714, Reg. 13. Land Tax again. 

Duties upon Malt, &c. continued. 

; An Aft for laying, additional Duties on Soap and 

Paper,and upon certain Linnens, Silks, Callicoes and 

Stuflfe ; and upon Starch and exported Goods, and 

upon #arap!d Vellum. Parchment and Paper ; for 

A a 4 railing 
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railing one Million four hundred thoufand Pounds* 
by way of a Lottery, for her Majefty*s Supply. The 
War was at an End, but the Takes were not: 

But here ended the Life of Queen Anm, during 
whofc Reign, being* much abdut the fame Length 
as her Predeceflbr's, the Sums of Money raised feeni 
to exceed thofe granted to him ; fa that during thofe 
two Reigns, which failed about- twenty- fix Years, 
there may be reckoned to have • been near an hun- 
dred and fifty Millions given to the Crown, be/ides 
the Debts left upon the Nation; and fo we will 
jeave her. 

K. G E O R &< E. 



t r 



GF whom it may fuffice to fay, that he was 
• proclaimed. Ring on-the Firfl r of Augufi 1 7 1 4, 
and fo to proceed toihi Tarts andliap6firionsdtt* 
jing his Time. '!•;'..: "•.».., 

Anno Dom. 1714; 'RJeg* r i. Ait AB I for the better 
Support of his MajeftysHotifholdj 'and of the HonoUr and 
Dignity if the Cremty&ottRtituhV This is the 
fame, and in the fe^ Manner as ^hat of the firft 
Year of Queert- Amit, ft* gf anting ; the Sum; of 
700000 7: fer Annum, 1& gerietatt^ called, for the 
Civil/Lift, fot Lifer' 1 V >' - ' : • 

Ah AB for reAifyifig AMaht iw tfo Names ef the 
Gotnmijfioners for the&andTax for Ulie' Tear 1714 ; and 
firt raffing fo much as 1$ wanting to Wake > up the Sum .0/ 
fourteen hundred thtitiftwd Pounds /* Intended to be • raisi 
1?y a tottery y foi the fhlllck Service' inth&f Aid Tean. 

Anno Dom- 1715, Reg. 2* An <&& for granting an 
Aid to his Majefiy\wbe i rkis A dbyCn^nd f ta^ in Gfeat 
&rifca'i;n, for the Sfrvki&f'tbe fatpiyif.: This,, like 
the Land Tax before/ wasifet at a -Certain Rate up: 
on all Counties* ^ pities, . Borough Townsi and 



Taxes under all Denominations. 3 6 i 

Places in England and Wales, including the Town 
cf Berwick upon Tweed; but lower than that, as 
amounting* to only 1020 j88/. 16s. 6d.\. Ha- 
ving there mentioned the Sums then tax'd, towards 
that Impofition on the Cities of London and Wtftmin- 
fier y it ftall be here only obferv'd, that in this Aft, 
rhe faid City of London was affefsM at 61667 U 1 s. 
3 d. |. It is alfo worth obferving, that the whole • 
Sum granted by this Aft, being as is faid above, 
1020588/. 16 s. 6d. §. England is chargM with 
9961 11 L 1 5 .f. 11 d. f . of the faid Sum ; and 
Scotland with only 235*77 /. o s. yd* the feveral Af- 
feffments for the fame upon the refpe&ive Shires, 
Stewartries, Cities and Boroughs, being fet down 
after the fame manner as thofe for England. 

The Duties oh Malt, &c. ftill continued, as in 
the former Reign. : 

An Aft for enlarging the Fund of the Govermur and 
Company of the Bank of England, relating to Exche- 
quer Bills ; and for fettling an additional Revenue of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand Pounds per Annum, 
upon his Majefly . during his Life, for the Service of the 
G&il Government; andfor ejlablifhing a certain Fund of 
fifty four thoufand fix -hundred Pounds per Annum, in 
order to raife a Sum not exceeding nine hundred -and ten 
thoufand Pounds for the Service of the Publick, by Sale 
of Annuities, after the Rate of fix Rounds per Cent, per 
Annum, redeemable by Parliament ; and for fatisfying 
an -Arrear for Work and Materials at Blenheim, incur- 
yedwhilft that Building was carried on, &c; 

An AB for raifing nine hundred and fen thoufand 
Pounds for fmkUck Services, by Sale of Annuities, after 
the Rate, of five Pounds per Cent, per Annum, redeem* 
able by Parliament, &c 

• An AH for enlarging the Capital Stock and yearly 
Fund of the South Sea Company,* and for fupplying 
thereby eight hundred twenty two thoufand thirty two 

Pounds, 
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Pounds > four Shillings and eight Pence* to publich Ufa ; 
and for raifing one hundred fixty nine thoufaud Pounds 9 
for the like Ufes, by Sale of Annuities^ &c. ' 

Anno Dom. 171 5 & 1716* <&£• 2. The Land 
Tax again continu'd. 

Duties on Malt, &c again continu'd 

An AEl to continue Duties for encouraging the Coinage 
ff Money ; and to charge the Putps on Senna as a Me- 
dtcinal Drug, &c 

An AH for of pointing Comrnifppners to enquire of the 
Efiates of certain Traitors, and of Popifh RecufantSy 
and df Efiates given to Superfluous Ujes y in order to 
raife Money out of them Jeveraffy for the Ufecf the Pub- 
lick. By this A&, all and every the Caftles, Honours, 
Lordfhips, Manors, Mefiuages, Lands, Tenements, 
Rents, Reversions, Services, Remainders, Poffeffions, 
Royalties, Franchifcs, Jurifdi&ions and Privileges 
whatfoever, and all Appurtenances to them belong- 
ing; and ail Rights of Entry, Rights of Aftion, 
Titles, Conditions, Ufc$> Trujfts, Powers, and 
Authorities ; and all Leafes for Life, Lives or 
Teats, Penfions, Annuities, Rents, Charges and 
Hereditaments, of all Perfons convided for levy-; 
ing War, &c. are veiled in the King. The Account 
brought in of Efiates thus forfeited, was as follows. 

Efiates forfeited in Scotland. 



1. Wintm 

2. Southesk 
3* Linlithgow 

4. Kiir 

5. Panmure 

6. Wedderbum 

7. Ayton 
i.Ktlfyth , 

£. Bannock- 



l 


s» 


d. 


im 


00 


.i< 


3*71 


10 


02 


12^7 


°4 


04 


907 


IP 


0* 


345* 


XI 


lO 


213 


00 


QO 


333 


.10 


o| 


S64 


19 


09 



Taxis under all Vemminatumsl 

I. 

> 

p. Bannotkbourn 4 1 1 

o, Eaft-Refto* *37 

i. Aforr *<5?8 

2- hevernitie . 3^1 

3* Invehtinfowf 347 

4* P<w-ho$Je 377 

5. Nutthil K 74 

6. fiow^ *7 

7. Latbrisk 208 

8. Gknkrvy 75 

9. Prcfton-HaQ 330 

90. Wood-End 83 

ii. Fairney *53 

32* Mafter of Nair)) 60 

33. Dmborg '7° 

34. £or/ Marifchql 1S7J 
*J« Kilconqubar 287 
2& Lord 2\Z#rii 740 

?7> 1*K^ 537 

28, Cromlix 415 

tip. Nitbfdak So* 

30. /flmiy 281 

31. Kemnure 60S 
$%• Drumnmd i$66 

33. Burleigh 697 

34. Scarftann no 

35. Duntroon 54 
j£, Ltfjg 4M 
3 7. Carmvath 864 

|§. JUS** *495 



X. 




«4 


op 


op 
05 


10 

08 


i» 


01 


06 
op 


0$ 

0$ 


07 


10 


*4 


07 


03 


op 


12 


10 


17 


IE 


08 


04 

07 


op 

0<5 


0$ 

06 


06 


00 


08 


09 


10 


o* 


I? 


o» 


00 


04 


Ip 


07 


II 


ox 


10 


op 


op 


06 


10 


07 


05 


oj 


04 


op 


15 


00 


08 


II 


1» 


10 



Total 2^1594 o<S 08 J 



*^i— ••* 



Eftates 
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Eftates forfeited in England. 

I s. d. 

Francis Anderfon, Efq ; j 4? y 1 3 o i\ 

Hugh Anderfon, Efq; i 3 i 05 05 

JohnAJhton so 08 08 

Richard Butler 382 08 07$ 



Lord Bolintrooke 



'Thomas Fofler, jun. 
George Gibfon 



WiUiam Paul 



2552 15 00 



Richard BtSfborough % ip 16 60 

? hem bs Briers px ig 0o 

Robert Cowfer ~ sp 00 OO 

Richard Chorley, Efq; 13 8 1 2 oo| 

George Clifton ^ 10 00 

George Collingwood, Efq; 924 10 do 
Edward Core 



19 12 otf 

/*o£m Daniel » 8 00 00 

JohnDnlton, Efq; 'tftf* ip <S 

Earl of Derwentwater 63 71 04 05 

Roger Diccttyfon 641 15 10 

Thomas Errington 3^8 00 qo 

~ " 530 00 00 

_ 227 00 00 

ohn Gregfon & 00 00 

John HaU yp 00 00* 

Gabriel Hesketh i ^2 tf 04 

Gilbert Hodgfon 327 op 03 

Philip Hodgfin 238 00 06' 

Jordan Lonsdale ^9 00 00 

JohnLeybutne 275 itf 05 

Duke of Ormond 2 M 63 o J 08 

Henry OkborougH 507 17 07 

Jfo&i Pdrkinfdn • 5170* 



42 14 00 



John Plejfington 39 I5 j6 

Robert Scarifirick 388 03 04 

William Shajtpe- ? 8 4 00 00 

Richard 



Taxes under all Denmmetionsl 


d. 

00 


JRichari Sherhurn 


3 a 


5» 
10 


Ralph Shuttlewrth . 


7 


10 


00 


Richard Shutileworth 


7*. 


00 


00 


Ralph Standijb 


671 


10 


10J 


James Singleton 


40 


10 


00 


Thomas Stanley 


246 


x3 


10 


Lord Seafarth 


517 


10 


00 


Edward Swinburn 


305 


00 


00 


John Sturzaker 


10 


00 


00 


John Thornton 


1585 


*7 


04 


Chrifiopher Trap 


5« 


i« 


06 


Jofeph IVadfwrtb 


1% 


00 


00 


Thomas Walton 


91 


00 


. 00 


Thomas IValmfley 


5* 


17 


06 


Lord Wtddringtm 


5*54 


06 


IO 


Edward Winkley % 


226 


10 


08 


Richard Wytbrington 


*4 


10 


00 



*to- 



Total 47*a<5 18 05 1 
Add to this the Tptal of the? - 

Scotch Eftatcs, being ? ^ 6 ^ ° 6 ° 8 



mm 



The fum total of both 77321 05 oi I 



00 00 



Thefc Eftates at twenty Years') 

Purchafe amount to j 1 ?* * ° 

Bcfides all which, Francis Art* 

derfons Reverfion after the ^ . Q0 0Q 

Death of the Lady Ander-f ^ 

fon y per Annum 
Roger Dicconfon after the Death 

of Samuel Richard/on, per^> 18 OO 00 1 

Annum 3 

T%omas Fofter, jun. after his Fa- 1 6QO 00 00 

the*'$ Dwh, per Anntmt J 

WiViqm 



s. 



oo od 
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I 

miHam Paul, Clerk, after the) 

Beach of his Mother, per> 14 

Amww ' j 

Lord Seafmk, remainder after > 

Payment of Debts and Lc-C 

gacies of Nicholas KemtetX M l °3 °° 

per Annum J 



Total 



Thefc Rtverfions fold' at but 

ten Tears Purchafc amount 

to 
Timber to all thefc Eftates~? 

computed together $ 

Bcfides pcrfoaal Eftates, & c . 7 ± 

fciz'd 3 60000 00 



Total of thefe lad Sums 
The which added to the above > 



Total of 



•A 



1 603 03 o<l 



16030 00 OO 
JOOOO OO OO 

00 



106030 00 00 



£1546420 00 00 



Makes all thefc Forfeitures? . 
amount to the total Sum of 5 1 ** 2450 °° 0( \ 



Asm Dm. 1717. Reg. 3. The JLand Tax Ad a«j 
gain. 1 

Duties on Malt, &c. continued again. 

An A£fc for redeeming the Duties and Revenue* 
which were fcttl'd to pay off Principal and Intercft 
on the Orders made forth on four Lottery- Afts 
pafs'd the ninth and tenth Years, and for cftablifh- 
ing' a Fund for Payment of Annuities, &c. The: 
general yearly Fund by this Aft, to be 724649 1 

6 s. to d* 

An 



Tax is under all Denomination. $6j 

An Aft for redeeming feveral Funds of the Go- 
vernour and Company of the Bank of England, &c, 
and for obliging them to advance farther Sums, not 
exceeding 2500000/. at 6 Pounds per Cent. &c. 

An Aft for redeeming the yearly Fund of the 
South-Sea Company, &c. and to raife for an An* 
nuity or Annuities, at 5 /• per Cent* per Annum, any 
Sum, not exceeding two Millions, to be employ 'd 
in leffening the national Debts and Incumbrances, 

Anno Dom. 1718. Reg. 4. The Land Tax con* 
tinu'd. 

Duties on Malt, &c. continued. 

Amo. Dom. 171 p. Reg. 5. Land Tax continued. 

As alfo Duties on Malt, &c 

An Aft for applying certain overplus Money*; 
and further Sums to be rais'd, &c By this Aft 
520000 /. were raised by Loans. 

An Aft for continuing certain Duties upon Coal* 
and Culm, for eftablifhing certain Funds to raife 
Money, as well to proceed in the building of new 
Churches, as alfo to compleat the Supply granted 
to his Majefty, &c. Money taken up by this Aft 
not to exceed 3 60000 /. 

An Aft for redeeming the Fund appropriated for 
Payment of the Lottery Tickets, which were made 
forth for the Service of the Year 171 8, &c The 
Sum to be rais'd by this Aft, was 778750 U 

Anno Dom. 1 720* Reg. 6. Land Tax again* 

Duties on Malt, &c continu'd. 

An Aft for enabling the South-Sea Company to 
increafe their prefent Capital Stock and Fund, by 
redeeming fuch publick Debts and Incumbrances as 
are therein mentioned, and for railing Motfcy to be 
apply 'd for leffening feveral of the publick Debts 
and Incumbrances, CTc. By this, an immenfe Sum 
of Money was advanced, fecund upon the continu- 
ing 
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ing of feveral Duties, too long to be particularly 
mentioned. 

An Aft for making forth new Exchequer Bills* 
not exceeding one Million, at a certain Intcreft* 
This needs no Explanation. ,; ^ 

An Ail for iajrjrng a Duty \ipm mm^t mtf, 
and for apply ingrMoti*y*rifing fr am t hi Jtl«a^Prd- 
duce (by the Sale of forfeited Mates,) towards a$- 
fwering his Majefty's Supply, and for taking off the, 
Drawbacks upon Hops exported for $*land\ and 
for Payment of Afinuities/ro be .purchas *1 a$# the 
, Rate of four Pounds per Cent, per Annum* &c. Tijp 
Sum to be fo raiVd by Annuities, was 312000/.? 
the faid Annuities at four Pounds. per Geqt* 10 r be ! 
paid out of the Duties ariiing by this A&> 

Anno Dom. 1721. Reg. 7, Land Tax continu'd. 

An Aft for continuing the Duties on Malt, &e. 
to raife Money by way of Lottery, for the Service 
of .the Year 1721, &e. The Sum givenwby this 
Ad 700000 /. i 

An Aft for railing a Sum not exceeding 500000/. 
by charging Annuities at the Rate of five per Qrti. 
per Annum upon the Civil Lift Revenues, till Mh 
deem'd by the Grown, &c* 

Anno Dom* 1*722. Reg* 8. Land Tax continued. 

Duties on Malt continued. 

An Aft for paying off and cancelling one Million 
t>f Exchequer Bills, &c And for ifliung a furthest 
Sum in Nevar Exchequer Bills towards his Majefty s 
Supplies, &c Thdc Bills were to amount; to one 
Million. 

It is here worth obferving, that notwithstanding 
all the Afts above mention'd for paying iome Eaxts 
of the publick Debts, this very Year. 1722,. they 
feem to have been at an incredible Height; for Mr.. 
Archibald Hutchinfon y a Member of the .Hotife of 
Commons in his. At fir 'aft of all the publkk Dtbti re? 

mainin§ 






V 

I 



Taxe& under all Denominations. $69 

mining due at Mich&elnuttj 17 x%> gives us this 
following Total. 

/• sj d* 

t( By Account of the public k 
<c Debts at Michaelmm 17a 2, £ h . , 

"deliver'd to the Houfe off 542723 * 7 5 1 
* c Commons, they amount to 

Anno Dim. 1723, Reg. p< The Land Tax eonti- 
rtu'd. 

* 

Duties on Malt, &c. continued. 

An Ad for reviving and adding two Millions to 
the Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, and 
for reviving a proportional Part of the yearly Fund 
£ayabfe at the Exchequer, and for dividing their 
whole Capital (after Inch Divifion made) into two 
equal Parts or Moyeties ; and for converting one of 
the faid Moyeties into certain Annuities^br the Bene- 
fit of the Meihbers,and for fettling the remaining Mo* 
yety in the faid Company, and for continuing for 
dtie Year longer the Provifion formerly made, &c. 
1 An Aft for redeeming certain Annuities now pay- 
able by the Cafluer of the Bank of England^ at the 
Rate of 5 /. per Cent, per Annum. 

An Aft for the more eafy affigniug or transfer* 
tfng certain redeemable Annuities payable at the 
Exchequer, by Indorfinents on the Handing Orders 
for the fame. 

An Aft for granting an Aid td his Majefly by 
laying a Tax upon Papifts, and for making other 
ferfons, as upon due Summons fhall refufe, or neg* 
left to take the Oaths therein mention'd, to con- 
tribute towards the faid Tax, for reimbursing to 
the Publick, part of the great Expences occafion'd 
by the late Confpiracies ; and for difcharging the 
Eftates of Papifts from the two third Parts of the 
Rents and Profits thereof, for one Year, and all the 
Arrears of the faiue^ and from fuch Forfeitures as 

fib are 



t 



e thefeiVrfidte pifeVaffcrt? 4ttft*H^*^'-f fctffci- 




which they tfeteifo f>ay orcfe arid 4b<&#4h&^bfe 
JLand Tax, and all other Taxes. :;:::r 

An A&' td continue the DiKfesfo^fe&reriikge- 
ment of the Coinage of Mtinfcy, <^%v -n^l ^- * 
* ^j?»d 23jwc 1724. ii^. to. An A^^dt'graiitin^ 
an Aid to his Majefty bj a Land Taxjin <??«a* 
fh'itdin, to be raised for the - Setvicr 4 of the Year 

I724. ; L '-i 

Enafted, That the Sum dP to i $5*4/. x&% b§ 
raised in the Kingdom of Great Britain, according 
to the Proportions fee -down in the Aft* Towards 
the raiiing the fame, all Perfoas, bodies Politick, 
&c. having Eftates in ready Money, o* Debts, &c. 
or in Goods, Wares, Merchandises, &c or. Per- 
fonal Eftate (except fuch Sums as they^^jS&owe, 
find defperate D^bts, and Stocks on Land, and 
HouftoUHtuflf, and Loans or pefrts owjng fronoj 
the King) dall pay 2 s. pr Pound, according to 
$he Value thereof, (if. e.) For every hundred Pounds 
worth of fuch Money, and Debts or Pcijfonal fi- 
xate io*. And all Perfons having Any public k 
Employment of Profit, (except Militfrcy Officer?) 
^nd their Qcrlis, Agents, &c* (hall pay ai. for 
every 20 j. they receive in one Year, foib Salaries, 
Graruities, '0p; Afid allPerfons, Guilds; (Shaving 
any Annuity, Penfion, Stipend, ^.- ©lit of the 
Receipt of the ' Exchequer,* te&W pity *s* fir every 
20 h by the Year, for e^ery fijeh Penfiom &c. All 
that refufe to tafce the Oaths, to be double, except 
Quakers, who were to fubfefcibe the peclaration of 
Fidelity. - - f *' ' \- ■ - ' '-" 

1 An Aft for cbntkming tAe Putie$ pn Malt, Mum ? 
Cyder and Perry, to raife Money by way, of Lot- 
tery, for the Service of the Year 1 72^ And touch- 
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iaftteft fills, Ticket Qcrt$c*tf*> of Order? * . an# 
&?gj»Wg:fek* Ti|»e for Paynwpt q£ the Dutie? 
pa MPWy^givjsn with Apprentices viand for arafQr 
.pn>qqg ( the Supplies, granted in tills Seffion of Par- 
liament. J 5 

ThcrRatcs and Erqp^rtiops affign'd by this A$ 
are the fame as in the farmer Ads of -the fame Na- 
it*ce* and the Sam to be rais'd by it 7653 50 /. Thi? 
to be rai$?d by way ojf lottery, at io/, /*r Tickcf. 

Alt the Monies granted this Seffion of Parlia- 
ment fhall be appropriated, viz,* 63634 L 9 s. yd. 
to .make, good the Deficiency of the general Fund ; 
yiqtzai. *%s* i<\d. for the Nayyjj 80000/. for 
the Ordnance for Lgnd Service ; 923199 1. 2 s. qd. v. 
for the Land Forces; $7301/. iu f 8</. i* to make 
good the Grants for the Year 1723. 

An Ad for repealing certain Duties therein men* 
pon'd, payable upon Coffee, Tea, Cacao Nuts, 
Chocolate, and Cacao' Pafte imported, and for 
granting certain Inland Duties in lieu thereof; and 
tor prohibiting the Importation of Chocolate ready 
made, and Cacao Pafte i and for the better afecr- 
taining the Duties payable upon Coffee, Tea, and 
Cacao Nuts imported ; and for granting Relief to 
fiobm DalmB lace Earl of Carnwatb. 

The feveral Duties granted upon Coffee and Tea 
by the' ASs 6W.$. and 3 A. and *o A. and after- 
Wards continu'd, and thofe on Cacao Nuts granted 
6 IV. 1* and 3 A. to determine and be no longer pay- 
able. The Duties paid before thofe Ads to continue, 
and in lieu of the latter here repealed, the following 
Inland Duties to be paid. On Coffee to be fold 2 /, 
per Pound, oyer and above all Duties remaining 
payable on Importation. On Tea 4 s, over anda- 
bpve as aforefaid. On Chocolate 1 /. fd.fer Pound 
to be paid by the Makers or Sellers. 

- - Having 



